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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. 

E D U C A T I O N A L D E P A R T M E N T 

READ—the following paper :— 

Letter—from W . L . HAEVEY, Esq., C.I.E., I.C.S., Secretary to the Grovemment of 
India, Department of Commerce and Industry (Practical Arts and 

» Museums). 
To—the Secretary to the Q-overnment of Madras, Educational Department. 
DaW—Calcutta, the 27th November 1905. 
iVo«.—6879—6885—15—3. 

In connection with certain proposals which are now under consideration for 
the reorganisation of the Indian Museum, a suggestion has been made that an 
Inspector-General of Museums in India should he appointed, who would not only 
be the administrative head of the Indian Museum, but also the responsible adviser 
of the Government of India and of the Local Governments, in respect of all 
questions connected with the organisation and management of museums. It is 
proposed that the pay of this appointment should be Rs. 1,500—2,000 a month, 
without exchange compensation allowance. 

2. The Government of India are impressed with the view that the value of 
the collections in the majority of the Provincial museums is seriously impaired 
owing to the want of scientific co-ordination, and to the absence of organised 
arrangements under which exchanges beneficial to the various museums can be 
effected. Complaints have frequently been received of the inability of Local 
Governments to obtain the advice necessary to enable them to improve their 
collections. These are in many cases arranged on entirely (Afferent principles, 
and represent a confusion both of contents and ideas which, if the means were 
forthcoming, should be capable of easy correction. Objects are collected or 
shown in one Provincial museum which have a much greater claim to be exhibited 
in another. The distribution of objects has in many cases been haphazard and 
unscientific ; and in some cases the museum, which ought to be an object of credit 
to the Local Government and of advantage as well as interest to the community, 
fails altogether to attain these ends. The Government of India are of opinion 
that these defects are largely due to the absence of expert advice and of friendly 
inter-communication and co-operation. They think that a great deal could be 
done towards bringing the Provincial museums into closer touch both with the 
Imperial iiluseum and with each other ; and that the appointment of an Inspector-
General would not only prove of great assistance to the Local Governments in 
developing the local museums, and in increasing their value and usefulness, l)ut 
would also enable their operations to be expanded and co-ordinated in such a 
manner as to exercise a beneficial influence- on general and technical education, on 
the promotion of commercial enterprise, and on the encouragement of scientific 
research Local efiort has done much in this direction in Europe ; and it is 
considered that, if local resources were assisted in their development m India, 
in the manner proposed, results comparable with those obtained in Europe might 

be secured here also. 
3 The Government of India have carefully considered whether the desired 

imorovements might be effected by the efforts of the departments concerned, but 
inasmuch as the system of departmental management has failed, m the past, 
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to secure the desired results, it would be unduly sanguine to expect that a 
system which has been unsuccessful during recent years should suddenly become 
successful now. 

4 Great care will, of course, be required in the selection of an officer as 
Inspector-General, possessing sufficient breadth of view and admmistrative experi-
ence to render it unlikely that he will seek to foster any special branch of niuseum 
work at the expense of others. It appears to the Govermnent of India that he 
should be chosen with special regard to his admimstrative experience and to artistic 
and economic knowledge in general. He would be required to visit all Provincial 

<^useums at least once in each year ; he would advise the local authorities as to the 
exhibition and arrangement of their collections ; he wou d organise a ^stem for 
the exchange of exhibits between the various Provincial museums and between 
these museums and the Imperial Museum ; and he would as far as possible, 
co-ordinate the work of museums throughout the country. If an experienced and 
tactful officer be obtained, and if full administrative control be exercised oyer his 
work by the Local and Imperial Governments in combination, it is thought that 
nothing but goodwil l result from his appointment, and that a definite and most 
desirable impetus will be communicated to the sadly-neglected work of museum 
organisation in India. 

5 I am to express a hope that His Excellency the Governor in Council may 
be able to approve this proposal, and to request that in that case the Government 
of India may be favoured with his views as to the manner in which the services of 
such an officer could be turned to the best advantage, and as to the amount of 
control which he should be authorised to exercise. 

Order-No. 23, Educational, dated 17th January 1906. 

The Government of India will be addressed. 

(True Extract.) 

H . D . TAYLOR, 
Ag. Secretary to Government. 

Letter-from H. D. TAYLOR, Esq., I.C.S., Acting Secretary to the 
Government of Madras, Educational Department. 

ijiq the Secretary to the Government of India, Department of Com-
merce and Industry. 

Dated—17th January 1906. 
No.—24, Educational. 

1 am directed to reply to the letter of the Commerce and Industry Department 
Nos. 6879—6885—15—3, dated 27th November 1905, regarding a suggestion that 
an Inspector-General of Museums in India should be appointed. 

2. The Government of India observe that the value of the collections 
in the majority of the Provincial museums is impaired by a want of scientific 
co-ordination, that the distribution of objects has in many cases been haphazard 
and unscientific, that local Administrations are unable in many cases to obtain 
proper advice, that in some cases the museum, which ought to be an object of 
credit to Local Governments and of advantage as well as of interest to the 
community, fails altogether to obtain those ends, that objects shown in certain 
Provincial museums would more suitably find a place in other Provincial 
museums, and that these defects are largely due to the absence of expert advice 
and friendly co-operation. 
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It would appeax tliat, in the opinion of the Government of India, the 
majority of Provincial museums are somewhat neglected ; that the collections, even 
where they contain objects of value, are somewhat ill-arranged and represent 
" a confusion both of contents and ideas " ; that most of the Superintendents of 
Provincial Museums are men with no exceptional qualifications for their position, 
whose advice can scarcely be considered " expert" adAdce; that there exists no 
practice of friendly inter-communication and friendly co-operation between 
Superintendents of Provincial Museums and local Administrations; and that it 
would be unduly sanguine to expect any improvement unless a special depart-
ment of Museum administration is created and placed under an officer responsibl -
to the Government of India. * 

3. His Excellency the Governor in Council is in doubt whether the G-overu-
ment of India intend their remarks to apply to the Madras Museum. The Governor 
in Council can safely a£Grm that none of the apprehensions which the Government 
of India entertain regarding the management, the scientific arrangement, or the 
utility of museums generally in India are applicable to this institution. It has 
been for years under the superintendence of a highly-trained experienced scientific 
expert who has made it in every respect a model of what a properly-arranged 
museum should be. Its popularity is proved by the great numbers that visit it 
every day. 

4. On the general question of the. appointment of an Inspector-General of 
Museums for all India, the Governor in Council is strongly of opinion that tlie 
appointment of such an officer would not on the whole serve any useful purpose. 
He might ver}- likely be inferior in experience and knowledge to the local Superin-
tendents. He would be wanting in any sympathetic understanding of local needs, 
and his intervention would be the cause of much fricti on and misunderstanding. 
At the same time the Governor in Council fully recognizes that good would result 
from some system by which Provincial Superintendents should be enabled to 
establish between themselves friendly inter-communication of views and friendly 
co-opcration and arrange for the exchange of exhibits. This could be readily 
secured by the institution of meetings of Superintendents at regular intervals, by 
requiring Superintendents to visit one another's museums, and to make themselves 
acquainted with their contents, and by requiring reports to be drawn up by 
each Superintendent regarding present and future exchanges of exhibits, these 
reports to be submitted to the respective Local Governments or Administrations 
which would, on considering the reports, communicate with other Provincial 
Governments or Administrations, or delegate authority to the Superintendents 

• to make the exchanges. 
0. In the opinion of this Government some such system is all that is needed 

at any rate so far as the Madras Museum is concerned. 

m m m m m m 

EDUCATIONAL DEPABTMEIIR. 

Eld. vv. D'Moss. 

N0TP:S CONNECTED WITH G.O., NOS. 23, 24, EDUCATIONAL, 
DATED 17TH JANUARY 1906. 

£SCBJECT.—The appointment of an Inspector-General of Museums in India.' 

From the Government of India, Department of Commerce and Industry, 
Nos. 6879—6885—15—3, dated 21th November 1905. 

i. ^—f 

Advance copy submitted to His Excellency the Governor. 
Advance copy submitted to the Ilorible Mr. G. Stokes, c.s.i. 
Advance copy submitted to the Hon^ble Mr. G. S. Forbes, a.s.i. 

H. D. TAYLOR—7-12-05. 

This means robbing the local museums to furnish out the Imperial Museum, 
I fear ? 

G. S. i toBBEs]—8-12-05. 

Here again we have centralisation and an endeavour to exploit local museums 
for the benefit of India. I would have none of this man. If museum-keepers 
visit each other's museums, all the co-ordination required will be secured. If this 
man had existed a short while ago, everythi^ in the Madras Museum would have 

'" g in Calcutta. been transferred to the Victoria building 

Seen. 

G . S[TOKES]—8-12-05. 

A[MPTHILL]—9-12-05. 

The Government of India propose the appointment of an Inspector-General 
of Museums in India who would not only be the administrative head of the Indian 
Museum but also the responsible adviser of the Government of India and of the 
Local Governments in respect of all questions connected with the organisation 
and management of museums. The pay proposed is Rs. 1,500—2,000 without 
exchange compensation allowance. 

In case His Excellency the Governor in Council is able to approve this 
proposal, the Government of India request that they may be favoured with his 
views as to the manner in which the services of such an officer could be turned to 
the best advantage and as to the amount of control which he should be authorized 
to exercise. 

2. Orders are requested. The file may perhaps, in the first instance, go to 
Mr. Thurston u.o. for remarks. 

[Papers about the Director-General of Education and the Sanitary Conunis-
sioner with the Government of India will be added to the file on its return from 
Mr. Thurston if it is decided to send it to him.] 

P. T . THARYAN—8-12-05. 
A. GALLETTI—9-12-05. 
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Await the return from circulation of the copies circulated to His Excellency 
and Honourable Member. 

H. D. TATLOR-.10-12-05. 

The advance copies circulated to His Excellency the Governor and the 
Honourable Members have returned. The remarks of the Honourable Members 
have been separately typed and prefixed to these notes. 

2. The orders on the subject of direct correspondence between the Director 
of Public Instruction and the Director-General of Education (No. 412, Educational 
dated 6th July 1904) and between the Sanitary Commissioner, Madras, and the 'V" 
Sanitary Commissioner with the Government of India (No. l'47o L., dated 3rd 
October 1904) have now been put up. Also the further demi-oiEcial correspondence 
with India regarding direct correspondence between the Director of Public 
Instruction and the Director-General of Education. The reply of the Government 
of India agreeing to the proposal in our demi-official No. 140, dated 10th August 
1905, appears to be with the Secretary. 

P. T . THARYAN—12-12-05. 
A. GALLETTI—13-12-05. 

It seems unnecessary to refer this to Mr. Thurston if the Government are 
unable to accept the proposal in principle. Will Under Secretary please put up 
a preliminary draft on the lines indicated in Honourable Member's and Hon'ble 
Mr. Stokes' note stating that the proposal is not acceptable to this Government ? 

H. D. TAYLOR—14-12-05. 

Rough draft submitted. 
A. GALLETTI—14-12-05. 

Lord Curzon said more than once that Provincial Museums would not be robbed 
for the benefit of the Victoria Memorial Hall. Look up the newspapers about the 
time the Queen died-

A. GALLETTI—15-12-05. 

Please see extracts from Lord Curzon's speech on 26th February 1901—pages 
15 and 17 of the pamphlet put up. 

P. T . THABYAN—15-12-05. 
A. GALLETTI—15-12-05. 

Lord Curzon said many things. 
G. S[TOKES]—15-12-05. 

Have we any information as to how many museums there are in India ? 
H. D. TAYLOR—16-12-05. 

There are Government museums now at Calcutta, Karachi, Lucknow, Lahore, 
Bombay, Nagpur and Eangoon. There are also museums at Jaipur, Trivandrum 
and Bangalore, the first two of which belong to Native States. It is not known 
whether the Bangalore Museum belongs to the British or Mysore Government. 
There may be other smaller museums, but there is no precise information on the 
subject except that there are two at Muttra and Faizabad. 

P. T . THARYAK—18-12-05. 
C. A. SCUTER—19-12-05. 

The draft is submitted for approval. 
H. D. TAYLOR—20-12-05. 

Keturn after Christmas please. 

G. S. F[OBBES]—22-12-05. 

Resubmitted. 

H . D . T A Y L O R — 8 - 1 - 0 6 . 

I have recast the draft. 

G. S. F[OEBB8]—8-1-06. 

I accept the draft as revised by Hon'ble Mr. Forbes. 

G. S[TOKBS]—8-1-06. 

Please type fair for circulation to His Excellency. 

H. D. TAYLOR—9-1-06. 

A typed copy is submitted. 

P. T . THARYAN—9-1-06. 

His Excellency the Governor. 

H. D. TAYLOR—9-1-06. 

I thought that I had snufEed out this monstruosly unnecessary proposal when 
I w a s acting as Viceroy, but apparently the Calcutta Museum authorities (for they 
a r e the originators of the idea) came up again as soon as Lord Curzon returned. 

Draft approved. 
A[MPTHITL]—11-1-06. 

Issue. 
H. D. TAYLOR—12-1-06. 

[G.O., Nos. 23, 24, Educational, dated ITth January 1906.] 
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Nos. 6879-6885—15—3. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 

Practical Arts and Musenins. 

FHOM 
W. L. HARVËÎ, Esq., C.I.E., I.C.S, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 

To 

The C h i e f . S e c r e t a r y t o the 

aovornii.ent o f IJadra^< 

Calcutta, the iiVth November 1905. 
SIR, 

IN connection witb certain proposals which are now under considera-
tion for the reorganisation of the Jndian Museum, a suggestion has been made 
that an Inspector General of Museums in India should be appointed., who 
would not only be the administrative head of the Indian Museum,' bat also the 
responsible adviser of the Government of India, and of the Local Governments, 
in respect of all questions connected with the organisation and management 
of museums. It is proposed that the pay of this apix)intment should be 
ttl,500—2,000 a month, without exchange compensation allowance. 

2. The Government of India are impressed with the view that the value of 
the collections in the majority of the Provincial museums is seriously impaired 
owing to the want of scientific co-ordination, and to the absence of organised 
arrangements under which exchanges beneficial to the various museums can 
be effected. Complaints have frequently been received of the inability of Local 
Governments to obtain the advice necessary to enable them to improve their 
collections. These are in many cases arranged on entirely different principles, 
and represent a confusion both of contents and ideas which, if the means were 
forthcoming, should be capable of easy correction. Objects are collected or 
shown in one Provincial museum which have ̂  mtich gréâîëT^CMM .to Ĵ e 
fiv^T^ «.nn̂ Tipr. Thé dîstributîïîîr^ôf ob]wfe has in many cases been 
haphazard and unscientific ; and in some cases the museum which ought to be 
an object of credit to the Local Government and of advantage as well as 
interest to the community fails altogether to attain these ends. The Govern-
ment of India are of opinion that these defects are largely due to the absence of 
expert advice and of friendly inter-communication and co-operation, 'i'hey 
think that a great deal could be done towards bringing the Provincial 
museums into closer touch both with the Imperial Museum and with each 
other ; and that the appointment of an Inspector General would not only 
prove of great assistance to the Local Governments in developing the local 
museums, and in increasing their value and usefulness, but would also enable 
their operations »o be expanded and co-ordinated in suoh a manner as to 
exercise a beneficial influence on general and technical education, oi. tie 
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promotion of commercial enterprise, and on the encouragement of scientific 
research. Local effort has done much in this direction in Europe ; and it is 
considered that, if local resources were assisted in their development in India, 
in the manner proposed, results comparable with those obtained in Europe 
might be secured liere also. 

3. 'J'he Government of India have carefully considered whether the desired 
improvements might be effected by the efforts of the Departments concerned, 
but inasmuch as the system of departmental management has failed, in the 
past, to secure the desired results, it would be unduly sanguine to expect that a 
system which has been unsuccessful during recent years should suddenly 
become successful now. 

4. Great care will of course be required in the selection of an officer as 
Inspector General, possessing sufficient breadth of view and administrative 
experience to render it unlikely that he will seek to foster any special branch 
of museum work at the expense of others. I t appears to the Government of 
India that he should be chosen witli special regard to his administrative 
experience and to artistic iand economic knowledge in general. He would be 
required to visit all Provincial museums at least once in each year; he would 
advise the local aut'iorities as to the exhibition and arrangement of their 
collections ; he would organise a system for the exchange of exhibits between 
the various Provincial museums, and between these museums and the Imperial 
Museum ; and he would as far as possible co-ordinate the work of museums 
throughout the country. If an experienced and tactful officer be obtained, 
and if full administrative control be exercised over his work by the Local and 
Imperial Governments in combination, it is thought that nothing but good 
•will result from his appointment, and that a definite and most desirable 
impetus will be communicated to the sadly neglecte^jggrk^ of museum 
organisation in India- ^ , -

5. I am to express a hope that His Ex- t h e Govr . in Cmay be able to 
approve this proposal, and to request that in that case the Government cf India 
may be favoured with h i s vieiss as to the manner in which tlie services of 
such an officer could be turned to the best advantage, and as to the amount of 
control which he should be authorised to exercise. ~ 

I have the honour to be, 
SIR, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Secy, to the Govt, of India 

M-
7 - - ^ < 5 

/ 

H 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
<7-

Dept. of Commeree and Industry. 
Practical Arts and Museums. 

To 
LOOM GOVERNMEKTS Asr ADMINISTRATIONS. 

Kos. 6879—6885—15-S. 

Dated Calcutta, the S7th November 1905. 

-C- r 

H 
Education'al Department. 

cTNoT^lOTNFroTTi the Government o f l ^ i a . Commerce -5: Industry,No. 6879-6885-15-3 
dated 27th NovemT^er 1905. 

* 

S u b .1 e c t: 

MMH T ^ e appointment of an Inspector-General of Museums N 

in India,3 

/'r.vRpce copy submitted to His Excellency the Governor. 

Advance copy submitted .to the ILon'ble Mr. G.Stokes. C, 

Advance gopv submitted to the Hon'ble Mr.. G,S.Forbes. C.G.I. 

This means robbing the local Museums to furnish out 

the Imperial Museum, I fear ? 

8-1&-05. 

Proposed appointment of an InPpcctor General of 
Mu-eums in Indii. 

0 .1 . C. P. O.-Ii^. liK58 C. 4 1.-27 ll l9f'o.- «O.-B. K- D. 

I 

Here again we have centralisation and an endeavour j 

to exploit local museums for the benefit of India. I | 

would have none of this man. If museum keepers visit each I 

other^ museums all the coordination required will be 

secured. If this man had itt^Uiti$ a short while ago every-

thing in the Madras Museum would have been transfer ed to | 

the Victoria building in Calcutta. • | 

8-12-05. 

( S e e n ) 

9-18-05. 
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C. No. 2107, from the Govt, of India, Nos.6879—6885 

Educational Department. 

v' • 
-15-3, d/sV-11-

T 

w 
1905. 

> 

L -E T T E R: — 
To 
The Secretary to the Govt, of India, 

Department of Commerce & Industry, 

Ak 
I am directed to reply t^Commerce 

and Industry Department, J NO^.6879— 
6885-15-3 dated 27th November 1905, re-
garding a suggestion that an Inspector-
General of Museums in India should be 
appointed. 
1, The Government of India observe that 
the A^lue of the collections in the majo-
rity of the Provincial Museum-s is impaired 
by a want of scientific co-ordination, 
that the distribution of objects has in 
many cases been haphazard euid unscientific^ 
that local administrations are unable in 
many cases to obtain proper advice,^that 
in some cases the Museum which ought to 
be an object of credit to local Govern-
ments and of advantage as well as of 
interest to the community fails altogether 
to obtain those ends, that objects shown 
in certain Provincial Museums would more 
suitably find a place in other Provincial 

Museums 

h\r 
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Museums, and that these defects are laj-ge!̂  

due to the absence of expert advice and 

friendly co-operation. 

It would appear that, in the opinion 

of the aovernr.ent of India, the niajority 

Provincial Aiuseums are somewhat neglecte^ 

that the collections, even where they 

contain objects of value, are somewhat 

ill-arranged and represent "a confusion 

both of contents and ideas", that most 

of the Superintendents of Provincial 

Museums are men with no exceptional quali-

fications for their position, whose advice 

can scarcely be considered "expert" advice^ 

that there exists no practice of friendly 

inter-co~mimication and friendly co-opera-

tion between Superintendents Provincial 

Museums and local administrations and that 

it would be unduly sanguine to expect any 

improvement unless a special department 

of Museum administration is created and 

placed under an officer responsible to 

the Government of India. 

^Uiii ill l'--ir-i-i-' ' "i "By *lr>i>t Kis Excel-

! 

lency the Governor in Council is in "amm. 

doubt whether^the«yremarks a^'ha Q-ovb^^ 

nf Tnr^iaJSLt Lh^ .iiu.Ju.ii'Hjji uP rxuvlii-=̂  

iiJfiy^PPlj^to '̂ .he Madras Museum. 
Tho McbdraD Muaciai--̂  

•nt,i,; 
t^ tihp fsupoyifttoftdoftti aî d to b]ie- Admi ni s -

'ftë^lUMx^CL/pt.*^*-^ cônsftih?re^le 

oU UJU:^ ¿i, 

; 
a 

•5V 
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order to 

of South 

vessels; 

qualified 

•rom Provincial revenues in 

;ecure for it a unique collection 

:ndia prehistoric implements and 

:,hey have confidence in their 

Superintendent, believe him to "be well-

for his post as well as diligent 

I t ^ 

a c c u s t o m e ^ t o turn to him confidently for 

advice. 

L^, No doLbt the stric;b;ares of the Govt. 

L ^^ lL o W t ^ ^ ^ 

\ s t r i ^ w 

of India not^apply in full measure to 

^ / ¿ u Madras, a n d U t is not a n t i c i p a t e d ^ ^ t h e 

Government of India that an Insidector-

General of MiXsevims would fi/id much to 

correct in thfe m.anner o$/exhibiting and 

iiging the\Madras/Collections or would 

be able to of iter advice miuch more valu-

able than the j ^ v i c e already at the dis-

posal of t h e ^ A d r a s Government. It is 

not for -Uiem to\ suggest measures for the 

i m p r o u ^ e n t , inl regard to these matters, 

o f ^ h e r Provinaial Museums; but^speaic-

irW s^ the Madras 

C LC; ^ ^ • 

^ ^ ^ ^ / 

do not consider ihat 

lent 

creation o"̂  a 

new appoj^jtBie^tT^^ Inspector General of 

Museums would servp any useful end. 

5"» There rem.ains '\bhe question of the 

best m.anner of organizing a system of 

exchange of exhibit^ between the various 
I 

Provincial Museums and between those 

Museums and the Impetrial Museum. I ar. 
i 

directed to say thatj, in the ^opinion of 

?:is Excellency in Council, the creation 

for this purpose of a special office is 

unnecessary. Eis Excellency in Council 

I 
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C^^'^IJuLet^éc^' ' oewtaiderg thnii'ltjho fplowcily inton oô jr.uni- ' 
Gutuluu dJ'id iî lehdiy co-operaLiuh n̂ jtJlbsarŷ  ] 
tha alDaLnL.!!. ur wliUjli iijuû-nLljd Ly "bhe 
'jovornmont of^T^Bja., could hê  secured | 
button. ai'̂.A moviL" '¿aal̂ y ty the institution | 
of meetings of ProvtrLo^al' Superintendents 
at regular intervals, by requiring Pgo» 
-¿¿noioijr Superintendents to visit one 
another's Museums eind to msirze themselves 
t-lâiiausijijfe acquainted with their contents, 
and "by requiring reports to be drawn up 
by each Î poviiicirgrl Superintendent regard-
ing pyesent and future exchanges of exhi-

jc, iMf^Ur" ifi 'Rnbrm't ^ - . jj I bit^to be'submitted to the respective 
^ / — " ^^ I locay |fî irr.inistraxion<̂  which would, on co 

j sidering -nrl rlinn tin: "the reports, com-

TTote. 
This passage is submitted 
in case Governrient think 
an alternative proposal 
should be made. It is,per-
haps, however, hardly the 
business of this Govern-
ment to maJce alternative 
proposals; but only to 
give their views on the 
proposal in regard to which 
they are asked for their 
fiews. 

municate with other Provincia/ASLdmlnistra-
/ tions^y^^t would possibly be advisable thctt 

b, comr-.isslon shou|d be formed of all the 
advisers of Provilicial Governments togethoJi-
with such other e: cperts as the Governm.ent 

^ L ftc^L^Jr^ ^ ttv^fJî' 
L - J ^ 

Cohxûy^^ 

à 

of India might appoint to visit the vari-
ous Museums and neport to the Government 
of India on the ^xchange of exhibits now 
shown in the various collections and on 
the general lines on which Provincial 
Superintendent 
exhibits for one 
posais regarding 

should in future collect 
another; and any pro-
immediate exchajiges that 

might be approv by the Government of 
India, after co isulting local administra-
tions, could tlten be carried out at once, 
while it would fbe open to the GoVernr.ent 
of India to- formulate a general policy 
in regard to future exchanges for the 
guidance of lotal aovernments. But]in the 
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opin3\osFL of His Excellency in Council, it 

is unnecessary to appoint an officer per-

manently to arrange for exchanges, and it 

is considered that if such an officer is 

appointed, the local Government should 

have the tower of vetoing the removal from 

their collections of ajiy particular object. 

His Excellency in Council also considers 

that all correspondence, whether official 

^f h /V7ir £ lii'tfi'tLf. K; 

iBtiJC A^UUO M A ^ O i ^ / Î H . 

or demi-official, "between that officer and 

the local Superintendent, except ^ n ratter^ 

relating to ̂ tatistics and reports of 

facts and the operation of departmental 

rules and orcïers, should "be conducted 

through the local G o v e m m e n t on the analogy 

of the rules laid doTm for the Sanitary 

Commissioner wrth the Governm.ent of India 

and the Director General of Education. 

6« I am direcl^ed to add that imless a 

m.an of rare and uncomm.on ta<;t and breadth 

of yiew could be \found for the appoint-

ment Eis Excellenby ii: Cour^il fears that ^ 

ie^ 
nO'~l..otj of '.»I- rrnifi n.îri gf ^ 

riliW", "̂tlr- TY'"1 the local 

expert in m.atters In which local knowledge 

is the best guide,'-and fette:-«« tht 

discretion of the % o c a ^ ^ ^ r X J ^ i ^ w h o shoul<C 

in the opinion of I^Ls Excellency in Coun-

cil, if he is a man\ of any distinction, 

be given as free a land as possible both 

in acquiring'exhibi-Hs and in arranging t h e M 

and should not be placed .in a position 

in which it would be\possible for a 

superior officer witlt somewhat different 
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views and tastes to over-rule him; and, 
in fine, Ki^ESccellency in Coxmcil is 
not in^^vour of any such appointment as 
that suggested being m a d ^ 

A.G. 
14-12-05. 

0 



Educational Department. 

C.:io.yi07 from the Govt, of India Nos.0879-5885 -15-3 d / 27-11-05. 

(TTÌAjv-

To 

The Secretary to the Govt, of India 

Department of Comrierce k IndusC^. 

% 
n 

i 

Sir, 

I am directed to reply to the 

l e t t e r of the Coirjiuerce and Industry De-

partment Mo.6879-6885-15-3 dated 27th 

November 1905 regarding a suggestion 

t}iat an Inspector General of Museums in 

India should "be appointed. 

The Govt, of India observe t/iat 

the value of the co l l e c t i ons in the 

majority of the Provincial ituseims i s 

impaired by a want of s c i e n t i f i c c o -

ordination, that tjie distr ibution of 

objects has in many casas been hai)ha-

zard and unsc ient i f i c , t/iat loca l ad-

ministrations are unable in many cases 

to obtain proper advice, that in soma 

cases the ?iuseuia which ought to be an 

object of credit to l o ca l Governments 

and of advantage as well as of interest 

to the community f a i l s altogether to 

obtain those ends, that objects shov/n 

in certain Provincial ''iusê .ims would 

more suitably f ind a place in other 

Provincial '̂use^ir.^, and that these 

defects 

m 
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defects are largely due to the aosence 
of expert advice and friendly co-opera-
tion. 

It would appear t.imt, in the opi-
nion of the Govt, of India, the niajorit^ 
of Provincial Museuras are somewhat neg-
lected, that the collections, even whsri 
they contain objects of value, are some 
what ill-arranged and represent "a con-
fusion both of contents and ideas",that 
most of the Superintendents of Provin-
cial T̂ 'useums are men with no exception-
al qualifications for their position, 
whose advice can scarcely 09 consideracd 
"expert" advice, that there exists no 
practice of friendly inter-coimunica-
tion and friendly co-operation "between 
Superintendents of Provinixial ?"useiiras 
and local adriinistrations and that it 
woiold be linduly sanguine to expect any 
improvement unless a special department 
of liusei.OTi adninistration is created and 
placed lender an officer responsible to 
the Govt, of India. 

3. Fis Tixcellency the Governor in 
Council is in doubt whether the Govt, 
of India intend "̂ heir remarks to apply 
to the Ttadras "iuseum. The Governor in 
Council can safely affirm that none cf 
the apprehensions v/hich the Govt, of 
India entertain regarding the manage-
ment, the scientific arrangement or the 
utility of "useams generally in India 
are applicable to this institution. It 
>̂iaa Jiad for yi-ars under the 5uperlnt^ndei»«c 

of 
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of a highly trained, es^erinncftd sciiinti-

fic expert who has made it in every res» 

pect a model of what a properly arran£r£/i 

Museiom should Its popularity is pro-

ved by the great nunber^ that visit it 

every day. 

4. Oil the general question of the ap-

pointment of an Inspector General of 

'̂ useioras India the Governor in Coun-

cil is strongly of opinion that the ap-

pointment of such an officer 7/ould not 

on the wholo serve any useful purpose. 

He migrjt very likely ne inferior in 

experience and knowledge to the local 

Superintendents. He would he wanting 

in any s^mipathetic understanding of I O C A / 

n - 3 e d s :and his intervention would be the 

cause of much friction and raisunderstan<^. 

i n o ^ t the same time the Governor in 

Council fully recognizes that good woul4 

result from some system by which pro-

vincial Superintendents should be ena-

bled to establis)]^.etween themselves 

friendly interco n . ' - . U i i i c a t i o n of vie-.vs 

and friendly co-operation and arrange 

for the exchange of exhibits. This coul^i 

be readily secured by the institution 

of meetings of Superintendents at re-

gular intervals, by requiring Superin-^ 

tendents to visit one another's 3'useums 

and to make themselves acqiiainted with 

their contents, and by requiring reports 

to be drawn up by each Superintendent 

regarding present and future exchanges 

cf 
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of e^ibits, these reports to be submit-
ted to the respective local Governnents 
or Administrations which would, on con-
sidering the reports, conm^micate with 
other Provincial Governments or Adminis, 
trations, or delegate authority to the 
Superintendents to make the exchanges. 

In the opinion of this Government 
some such system is all that is needed 

at any rate so far as the Jiadras i.̂ usê m 
is concerned. 

G.S.P. 
8-1-6 

G.S. 
8 - 1 - 6 
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