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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

OmpER—No. 443, Rducational, dated 28th June 1905,

. The proposal of the Direct:
éxamination 1s approved.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

%

or of Publie Instruction to abolish the Lower Secdndary

i

(True Extr'aét.)

REeap—the following paper :— ;

oo From the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. BOGRNE, D.Sc,, r.r.s., Director of Public
Instruction, Madras, to the Secretary %o Governmert, Educational Depart-
ment, Cur. No. 5240, dated 13th June 1905.

A I have the honour to propose that the Lower Secondary FExamination should be
R abolished forthwith. : :

2. The Government of India have laid down in Indian Educational Policy (para-

graph 12) that ¢ in future there will be only two examinations preceding the

Pk University course ”. These are the primary examination conducted as it will be in
future by the inspecting officer in the school itself, and the school final examination.

3. I have hitherto refrained from suggesting immediate compliance with this
~policy in so far as the aholition of the Lower Secondary Examination is concerned for
two reasons—(1) that it formed the test for the eligibility of pupils of the seventh
standard or third form for results grants, and (2} that as early orders were expected
in regard to the school final examination I thought it might be convenient to deal with
the two matters at the same time.

4. The first reason has now disappeared since the Government has approved my
proposal to abolish examinations for results grantsin their order No. 373, Kducational,
dated 3rd June 1905 ; the second reason is hardly of sufficient cogency to make it
worth while to defer action until it is too late to take effect this year.

9. The examination is to disappear and T can see no reason now why it should
not do so at once. The school final examination is to take place at the close of the
secondary course, Z.e., ab the present matriculation stage and its arrangements have
really nothing to do with the Lower Secondary Examination. I hope that eventually
the education in rural schools which will be vernacular eduecation and more or less
practical in nature will frequently be carried beyond the present primary stage on ‘
similar lines but I see no reason to induce a number of pupils who are unlikely and"
for the most part unfit to complete a secondary course to enter and go through half of
such a course. All the secoridary schools should be arranged, as many of them are at
present, so as to give a complete secondary course and should ordinarily admit only
those who are likely to go through with it.

6. According to the Notification the Lower Secondary Examination was instituted

to be a leaving certificale examination for lower secondary education, to test the

i eligibility of certain pupils mentioned above for results grants, and to test the general
education qualifications of candidates for Lower Secondary Teachers’ Certificates.

7. The use of the examination in preseribing a qualification for certain teachers
is the only matter which needs further consideration and this need not I think delay
its abolition. = =

In Madras Educational Rules 13 (i) it is laid down that ordinarily a teacher of an
upper primary class shall possess a certificate of having passed the Lower Secondary
or the late Middle School Examination. Few such teachers are likely to be appointed
in future unless they have been trained and rule 85 has anticipated the abolition of
the Lower Secondary Examination by stating that Lower Secondary Training Scheols
are institutions in which persons who have passed the Lower Secondary Examination

H. D. TAYLOR,
Ag. Secretary to Government,

«

. d
. To the Director of Publie Instruction. : ' '
S Commissioner for Government Examinations. : 3 s

Exd, P, ‘Seetharam.
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- From tie Dz’rec,to} of \Pz’télz'c'ldsfmwtion, No. 524:_Q,'daledfl~éﬂ,]q J e

Papers early plea‘éei o
: S , H,._D.A TAYLEO iy

T . Submitted.
~ T. KANAKASUNDARAM Prrrar—16-6-05,
e The Ezamination. AT Al ol S
. : ey o Subjects—Four  compulsor
¢ ?a{;.;: n3t9h (iaatrix;i::i :jfommmsnoner for Govern- gua‘gé, arithmeﬁc, geo,g..mp;hy
‘ Pago 27, Grand-in-Aid Code various optional, of which it ig com
age 27, Grand-in-Aj : : to pass two. 7 S

Page 152, Ca.leud'a.—f of Commissioner for EzdmiﬂersFFailtly oW
Government Examinations. : persons—see the h_sts in the calen
Gt . oy - Centres.—Four or fivein each dis
ag o, prge Bov. Voo egs IniGoddvari— " £
Cocanada. |  Bhadr4chalam,
Rajahmundry. i : Amaldpuram,
2 Ellore. ) , g :
~+ Also Native States, e.g., Ernaculam, Trichur. 2 S
Numbers of candidates—about 13,000 Tnat year e v 0 & ey
Obgects of entering.—(1) To earn a grant for the school. Each pupi
o meant 16 or 17 rupees to the m
Page 27, _G’_l'&ﬂt-lﬂ-Ald Code. pass in the four o ompulsory
worth Rs. 10; a pass in an optional subject 12 annas to 7 rupees. As Tes
H DT have been abolished, this obje
- Sl ool ceased to exist,
(2) Way into teaching profession. A pass was a ‘qualification for a
Secondary training stipend. We abolished this recently by altering rule 85
tional Rules, : 7 RIS g
(8) Way into the engineering profession through (#) Sub-overseer and |
class, College of Engineering, (3) Draftsman class, College of Engineering-
45 and 50, page 8, G.0., No. 366, dated 23th June 1901. e
- (4) Way into the medica] profession. A hospital assistant
 Matriculate, but for want of supply  he is often a Lower Secondary man
- 1age 6 0f G.O, Nos. 171, 172, dated |1th March 19045
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2 Attenders ami temfoiaiy clerks are also often Lower Secondary men. I have

* Page 140, Calendar of Commissioner for results grant accounted almost entirely for
: Pé‘c;g:einn:ent ﬁ"i&m’iiom. o : the popularity of the ?xamma,t’l,on.“ Th_oirg
: : “private” as “pupil ”
Males only. There was a large excess in the Were nearly as many € private” \
’numberyof ¢ pupil” over private candidates candidates* last year. But* private candi-
amongst “females”. i
[ H. D. Tavror.

“ private candidates ” are school-boys.

part is all vernacular. But most of the examinees know a little English and English

(G.0O., No. 520, Educational, dated 22nd August 1904).

4. The Director proposes total abolition and quotes paragraph 12 of the resolution
on Indian Educational Policy. S

5. For opinions, seeG.0., Nos. 144, 145, dated 30th March 1903. Mr. G.H. Stuart’s
opinion is on page 9. He did not want it abolished. He wanted to introduce a rule

until one year after.

This Government’s opinion is on page 13. It is obscure, but the meanin
apparently is that the Lower Secondary should be retained, buta rule should be
introduced that no one who had passed it should be allowed to enter for the Upper
Secondary.

In spite of the resolution quoted by Dr. Bourne, retention of the Lower

h 7 of the letter from the Government Seegndary on conditions seems to have
Pa;?g[;ad';a 7130. 377, dated 5th June 1905, India’s approval. They have said so in
suggests its abolition. 1t does not appear that a paper just received regarding appoint-
India would have any objection to sucha ment of Deputy Commissioner of Govern-

) ment Examinations.

H.D. TivyrLor.—19-6-05.

tion is to be preferred to the Government’s, which is, it is submitteﬂ,_most arbitr_a.ry and
could never be enforced. Take a case: when A is 13 his father is poor, thinks he
cannot send him to school any longer and makes him enter for the Lower Secondar_'y.
A’s father’s circumstances then improve and he ean afford to send A to school again,
Is it just to prevent A entering for the school final, the avemue to the public
service ? Submitted that it wonld not be worth while to retain the Lower Seeondary
with that condition. It would prevent boys entering.

1. Government have already allowed Dr. Boarne to say that the Lower Secondary
is fo be abolished. He said it in the Public Instruetion report for last year.

8. The main ebjeets for which it existed in this Presidency have ceased to exist.
| Probably mo-ome wonld miss it. It was
H. D. Tavioz. | only an optional examination leading to
| eertaim things.
But we do not know yet exactly what the Government of India’s mind is in
regand to the school final. They have— sinee the resolution—promised us a letter about

it. Butwe haven’t gotit. They may deride that there should be both an Upper
Secondary school final and a Lower Secondary sehool final.

9. The next examination takes place in December. The Commissioner for Govern-
ment Examinations probably wants three or four months to make arrangements if the
examination is to be held Hence he will require orders before, say, the end of August.

Perhaps, if Government decide they want to abolish the Lower Secondary, it
would be better fo write to India 2t omee asking if there is any objection and
observing that it is neeessary to eome to 2 decision before the end of August as, if

the examimation is to be- retained, the arrangements for it eould not be deferred
beyend that.

A. Garrerni—17-6-05.

¢ “'Vlmo.wn ~zamindars proud of having “ passed Lower Secondary”. But I suppose the

date” is a misleading expression; most

3. The examination is supposed to be a vernacular examination : the compulsory

is the most popular ¢ second language ”, which is the most popular optional @ijeqt.‘ ,

that no pupil who had appeared for it should be admitted to an Upper Secondary form

6. Ifitis retained on eonditions, it issubmitted that Mr. Staart’s suggested condi-

e

- Secondary examination may be abolished. The objects for which

" retaining the examination would be to test the knowledge of pupils

~ Fororders, ; S i s
. 2. Submitted that Dr. Bourne’s prop

osals may be apprqvéd,“é.'n

created have ceased to exist. Tt is no longer required for results nor
in the ecase of the Engineering College as a channel for admission to the G
service. The reorganisation of the College of Fngineering is now under con

and with it the rules for admission to the college. That file is not now available

,reference having been referred to Mr. Chatterton for remarks, The sole o

lower secondary stage. The certificates would, in themselves, be of no o
except, as Mr. Galletti remarks, for zamindars and others to exhib

But surely it is desirable to encourage them not to stop here, but to aim a little

3. I do not think that any opposition on the part of India need be feared : it is
to be regretted that the expression of the views of India on the proposed school final
examination is so long in coming, but as I read letten No. 377, dated 5th June 1905,
and especially paragraph 7 thereof, it seems that India would be quite ready to accept
any proposal for the abolition of this examination, and would leave ~discretion i
the matter to the local Government. L

H. D. Taviorn—19-6-05,
Approve of the Director’s proposal to abolish. B i .
. J. T[HOMS0ON]—20-6-05.

I agree. : : SR

G. S[roxs]—22-6-05.

AluPrams]— 23-6-05, o
Dratt. : ;

H. D. Tavytor—24-6-05, '

A draft is placed below for approval.
T. KaNAKASUNDARAM Prrrar—24-6-05,

Should it be added that where the Lower Secondary examination has beén“'jthe;,'
qualification for admission to classes in Government colleges or schools, the completion
of the Lower Secondary course will now be considered the qualification ? e

A. GALLETTI—27-6-05, e

I donot think that the provision is necessary—uide paragraph 7 of Diréétor:df
Public Instruection’s letter. i

H. D. Tavior—27-6-05.
J. T[HoMsoN]—28-6-05.

H. D. Tavror—29-6-05.

Issue,

[G.0., No. 443, Educational, dated 29th June 1905.7
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