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2 No. 351, EpvcarioNar, 23rp May 1905.

- GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
£

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper :—

G.0., No: 15, Educational, dated 16th January 1905.

Asstract.—Declining to sanction the payment of a separate honorarium for a nominally
separate course in practical physics at the Medical College, or to recommend to the Government
of India that the honorarium already paid for lectures in experjimental physics should be raised
from Rs. 700 to Rs. 1,200 on the inclusion in the course of lectures in practical physics.

Reap--also the following paper :—

From the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. BOURNE, D.Sc., r.r.s., Director of Public
Instruction, Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Educational Depart-
ment, dated 6th May 1905, R.C., No. 1473.

I have the honour to submit, for the
Letters from the Professor of Chemistry, dated orders of Government, copies of the
21st February and 28th March 1905. marginally-noted communications on the

Letter from the Principal of the Medical subject of extra remuneration for a sepa-
College, No. 460, dated 23rd February 1905. rate course in practical physies at the

 No. 1473, dat pn Medical College referred to in G O.,
Prggogef. e e LA No. 15, Educational, dated 16th January

1905.

ExcrosuRrEs.

From the Proféssor of Chemistry, Medical College, Madras, dated 21st February 1905.

‘With reference to paragraph 1 of G.O., No. 15, Educational, dated 16:h January 1905,
declining to sanction an extra allowance for the proposed course of practical physics and
ruling that the lecturer in experimental physics should extend the scope of his lectures so as to
include practical instruction in what the students are defective, I have the honour to request thes
you will be so good as to forward this letter of explanation and to request a reconsideration of
the order of Government.

2. The proposed course of practical physics is not what Government has understood it to be
(» nominally separate course), but it is to be a course of practical exercises which each student is
to perform for himself in a separate class organized for this special purpose. It is as much a
separate course as the courses of practical chemistry, practical anatomy or practieal biology, ie.,
it is distinet from the systematic course of lectures. Such exercises cannot be taught by the
lecturer in physics extending the scope of his lectures, nor would it be profitable for the lecturer
to show these experiments each of which would take up nearly the-whole lecture hour. Such
exercises must be taught by each student performing the experiment for himself and the teacher,
if he does his work well, must give his attention throughout the whole {ime of the class meeting
to each student individually. In this way, the course of practical physics exercises is in reality a
separate course quite distinet from the course of lectures, and cannot be substituted by any exten-
sion of the scope of the lectures already given. :

; J
No. 351, EpucarroNar, 23rp May 1905. 3

3. 1 beg toadd that I am quite ready to give this separate course of practical physics with-
out extra remuneration and intend to continue even a part of it, as I had already done this before
any question of remunevation entered into the proposal to institute this course. But 1 respect-
fully ask that Government may be pleased to reconsider the subject because when the remunera-
tion of Rs. 700 was fixed for the course of physics lactures, it was fixed for a course of 40 meetings
and the proposed practical course will require an additional 25 meetings or so, which will make a
total of about 65 meetingsinstead of 40. While Government have said that they were not prepared

#to sanction the payment of a separate remuneration, they have practically ruled that the physics
. course is to be extended from 40 to 65 meetings. As the question of admitting students to the -

Medical College after they have passed in physies will take tirae to develop, I request in the
meantime that either an extra remuneration may be sanctioned, since the course is in reality a
“separate course ”’ and not only nominally so, or that it may be left to the option of the lecturer
in physics to give this extra course or not. b

[R— &
g

From the Professor of Chemistry, Medical College, Madras, dated 28th March 1905. bt

With reference to your No. M./2022, dated the 15th instant, communicating the Director of
Public Instruction’s Proceedings, Ref. on C. No. 1473, dated 13th instant, I have the honour to
say most respectfully that the intentions of Government, viz., that the lecturer in physies should
give a course of practical physics without receiving extra remuneration have been quite clear ;
but Government have implied their reason for this decision by stating that they considered the
practical course to be only “a nominally separate course.” In my former appeal for a recon-
sideration by Government of this order, I explained (1) that the practical physics course was not

merely a nominally separate course, but that it was so in reality, because this course could not be

taught by “ enlarging the scope of the lectures” as Government wished; (2) that when the
remuneration of Rs. 700 was originally fixed by Government it was so fixed with reference to a
definite number of lectures (40), of which {the course was to consist, and that Government in
expressing their belief that this practical course was to be only a “ nominally separate course’
did not realise that the lecturer’s duties would be increased by more than 50 per cent. On these
grounds, T again ask for a reconsideration of the orders of Government ; and in doing so [
respectfully request that the question might be reconsidered, quite apart from my personality in
the matter. As far as I am concerned, I repeat that I have already given a short practical course
before any question of remuneration entered into it, and that I will do the same. again and so
carry out the wishes of Government. I would add in this connection that this is not the only
instance in which I have imposed upon myself extra teaching duties purecly in the interests of
the College students, without asking for any remuneration.

9. Now, whereas I had voluntarily undertaken to perform the extra duties of giving a
course of practical physics, purely in the interests of the students themselves, and whereas this
course is not prescribed by the University for its medical degrees and was not included in the
course when Government originally fixed the remuneration for it, Government have now by their
order practically made this extra course of practical physics compulsory both on the lecturer and
on the students also. I do not question the right of Government to impose these extra duties
without increasing the remuneration, but I respectfully urge that (1) the order of Government in
making the practical course compulsory does not recognise that it was originated by me asa
voluntary eourse and (2) it would be difficalt to tempt any other lecturer to accept the appoiut-
ment in future if the course is to be compulsorily extended from 40 to 60 or 7G meetings, unless
the remuneration is increased, since Rs. 700 for 60 or 70 meetings would not be an adequate
remuneration. I therefore ask that the extra course of practical physics may as hitherto be
considered a voluntary course if there is to be no separate remuneration for it, and that it be left
to the option of the lecturer to give it or as much of if as he can find time for. If Government
will trust me, I will do all in my power to carry out its wishes. i

3. On all these grounds, I respectfully ask that the Director of Public Instruction may be
Pleased to forward my former letter as well as this to Government with his support of my case.

—_—

From the Principal, Medical College, Madras, to the Director of Public Instruction, dated 23rd
February 1905, No. 460.

In forwarding the enclosed letter from the Professor of Chemistry, dated 21st February
1905, T have the honour to state that I agree entirely with Lieat.-Col J. L. Van Geyzel, L.M.5.
The course that he recommends (and now carries out) is entirely separate _from the systematic
course of lectures and could not be made a part of the latter. In my opinion, such a course is
more important than the systematic course itself and is, in the present day, ?.bsolute_ly essential.
The honorarium he proposes is very moderate. The only point on yvhmh 1 dlsggree with
Licut.-Col. VanGeyzel is his suggestion that this coarse should be qpt,_;ggal. I consider that it
should be compulsory. - :
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ProcespiNgs of the Director of Public Instruction, dated 3rd March 1905, Ref. on C. No. 1473. '

The Director considers that the intention of Government is clear, viz., on the one hand, that
the remuneration should not be altered, and, on the other, that the lecturer in experimental
physics should give the practical instruction as well as deliver the lectures. The expression
“ enlarge the scope of his lectures ” is obviously intended to mean the scope of the teaching in
physies done by him. ‘There is notbing to prevent some periods being devoted entirely to
practical work. : v

2. In paragraph 2 of G.O., No. 15, Educational, dated 16th January 1905, ‘it 18 suggested \
that the University should be addressed on the desirability of students being given an opportunity
of acquiring a sufficient knowledge of the elements of physics, chemistry and biology. "The
Principal is requested to be good enou’gh to state his views on the subject in consultation with
-the College Council.

OrpErR—No. 351, Educational, dated 23rd May 1905.

The Government are not prepared to reconsider their order No. 15, Educational,
dated 16th January 1905. The order has been correctly interpreted by the Director
of Public Instruction in his Proceedings, Ref on C. No. 1473, dated 3rd March 19056,

(True Extract.)

' H.D.TAYLOR,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Director of Public Tnstruction,

Exd. P Seetharam.
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Doctor VanGeyzel has put forward his claims for a reconsideration of the'og(‘ier’ e g : iy B U 6 T

in a very temperate manner. : ki ke - : . SRR A i . S Ao Ll ok S
2. He states that the class was originally started by him as an optional class, § foei AT e CURRENT No. -81,‘,3 s
entirely outside the range of his ordinary duties or the College curriculum. He asky’ o e : : 4 : : T
~ that if special remuneration be not allowed he may continue to regard the course as. 1 A
optional, and states that he will give what time he can towards it. If the course is
made compulsory he considers that an additional honorarium should be paid. <1
3. The Principal of the Medical College considers that the course should e
compulsory as already ordered by Government. : : R A
4. As the revision of the course for medical degrees is under consideration, the
course might perhaps be made compulsory for one year, and an honorarium of Rs. 250
(Rs. 10 per lecture) sanctioned for the one year only. This 1is within the power of the
Local Government. :

.

Vil : H. D. Tavror—18-5-05.

The question is being made one of so much knowledge being communicated to -
students unfitted for it in 40 lectures. The Professor is trying to put Government
into a corner: so much was supposed requisite for instruction and to be paid for
accordingly, so much more is found requisite, therefore says the Professor—pay me.

2. The Director has clearly understood and clearly states the meaning of Govern-
ment in the order that was issued. There is no necessity tomake any further glosses.
Tell Doctor VanGeyzel. - . ;

8. The mischief lies in the students that are unprepared for instruction in physics
and the University must remedy that.
J. T[romsoN ]—19-5-05.

Draft please.
: H. D. Tavror—19-5-05. : ‘ ‘
A draft is placed below for approval. 7 : , B :

T. KANAKASUNDARAM Prrrar-—20-5-05. A | ) 7 _‘ Caiier ; ?R-weived
A. Garrerti—22-5-05. i : , ‘

Approved.

H. D. Tavion—23-5-05. = ' : Registered,

[G.0., No. 351, Educational, dated 23rd May 1905.] :
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