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e ' Christian College, Madras.
Forwarding to the Government of India a memorial from the Council of the — app

st the order of this Government declining to sanction & graut towards the purchase
ing to be used as a hostel for the students of that college. :
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

BDU € AT I O NA T D BRYAVR TSN NFD,

Reap—again the following paper :—
G.0:, No. 766, Educational, dated 26th December 1904.

Asstracr.—Declining to sanction a grant towards the purchase by she Madras Christian
College of the Fenn Hostel beionging to Dr. Miller.

Reap—also the following papers :—

From the Rev. GEORGE PITTENDRIGH, m.A., Acting Bursar and Secretary,
Madras Christian College, to the Secretary to Government, Educational
Department, dated 15th February 1905. .

With reference to the refusal by the Government of Madras (G.O., No. 766,
Educational, dated 26th December 1904) of a grant to enable the College Council to
purchase the Fenn Hostel, I have the honour to send herewith the accompanying
petition to His Excellency the Governor-General in Council, and to ask you to be so
good as to forward it to him.

Petition from the Council of the Madras Christian College, to His Ezcellency the Viceroy
and Governor- General of India in Council.

May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,— Under instructions of the Council of the
Madras Christian College, I have the honour to submit for your Excellency’s informa-
tion and for the favour of such orders as your Excellency may be pleased to pass the
appended correspondence with the Education Department of the Madras Government
with reference to the proposed purchase by the College Council of a building to be
used as a hostel for the students of the college.

2. The College Council relying upon the assurances contained in the many
declarations of Government since the despatch of 1854 that they will welcome the

co-operation of all bodies in the work of educating the people of India, and relyisz"

further upon the assurances implied in the grant-in-aid system, but more particularly
being encouraged by the fact that the hostel system for college students has recently
received the strong approval of the Government of India, applied for a grant to enable
it to acquire from the Rev. Dr. Miller, c.L.E., the pioneer of the hostel system, a
building which is his own private property and is known as the Fenn Hostel. The

property is valued at Rs. 73,500, towards which sum the College Council was.

prepared to contribute Rs. 49,000, if Government would sanction, under chapter VIII,
118 (1903) of the Grant-in-Aid Code, a grant of Rs. 24,500. The Government of
Madras has declined to sanction the grant, assigning no reason for its action, and as it
is understood that funds are actually available for such a purpose, the College Council
is unable even to conjecture any proper ground for the declinature.

3. The letter of application indicates that the amount of hostel accommodation
available for the students of the college is still totally inadequate, so that it is not
necessary to refer further to that point; but it may be desirable to set forth the cost
at which such accommodation as the college possesses has been obtained and the
gources from which the money has been provided. The hostels owned by the college
are: (1) The Students’ Home, which was purchased for Rs. 30,000, Government
giving a grant of Rs. 10,000, and the college paying Rs. 20,000, which was supplied
by the bodies that contribute to muintain the college. (2) The Second Students®
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Home, which was presented by Dr. Miller to the college as a free gift. Dr. Miller
received no grant from Government to enable him to erect this building. It cost
Rs. 87,000. (3) Caithness Hall, which was built by Dr. Miller at a eost of Rupees
60,000, and presented by him to the college. Government assisted Dr. Miller to the
extent of Rs. 14,200. It will thus be seen that the college owns hostel property which
has cost not less than Rs. 1,27,000, and that towards this sum the total contribution
made by Government amounts to only Rs. 24,200.

4. The students of the ‘eollege have hitherto had the benefit of residing in the
®Fenn Hostel, Dr. Miller charging the college no rent for the use of the building by
its students. But having built the hostel 18 years ago and having in the interval
spent large sums upon its improvement and upkeep, he now desires that the college
should acquire it from him as part of its permanent equipment. The College Couneil
is of opinion that it is only right and fair that it should if possible meet the wishes of
Dr. Miller, and it recognises that it would be an incalculable loss to the college if it
were at some future time to lose the use of the Fenn Hostel for its students, as it may
do, if it is not now assisted in the purchase of it.

5. It does not seem mnecessary to bring any further facts to the notice of your
Excellency. The case appears to the College Council to be a simple one, and the
Council is anxious to know whether it is to be encouraged by Government to go
forward in the policy of acquiring hostels for its students, or whether, while so much
remains to be done in this direction, Government is already to withdraw its support
along this line from those who by the expenditure of large sums from private sources
are endeavouring, as they have done in the past, to raise the tone of student life in
Madras and to shield from the temptations of a large city the young men who in the
pursuit of knowledge have removed themselves from parental control.

(On behalf and by order of the College Conneil.)

GEORGE PITTENDRIGH,
Ayg. Secretary.

HINCLOSURES.

“From the Rev. J. M. RUSSELL, u a., Bursar, Madras Christian College, to the Director of
Public Instruction, dated 16th December 1903.

T have the honour, under instructions from the Council of this college, to apply for a grant-
in-aid of the purchase of the range of buildings, near the college and extending from Linga
Chetti Street to Thumboo Chetti Street, known as the Fenn Hostel.

2. The building was erected mainly to afford accommodation to students of the college who
Shave no parents or guardians in Madras with whom they can reside; but it also includes a
dwelling house for the manager of the hostel, nine tiffin rooms and two halls— one known as the
drawing hall and the other as the society’s hall. The main portion of the building was erected
in 1887 and came into use in 1888, but it has keen improved and enlarged on two occasions since
that date. It is the property of the Rev. Dr. Miiler.

3. The use of the rooms for students and of the manager’s house has hitherto been given
free of charge, but for the tiffin rooms and halls (which are in regular daily use during every
term) the college pays a monthly rent of Rs. 77-8-0 to the owner.

4. Tt is unnecessary to say that such halls and tiffin rooms are essential to the proper working
of the school and the college; but to show the need for increased hostel accommodation the
following facts may be adduced. Of 808 students at present on the roll of the college, 460, at
the most moderate computation, are so circumstanced that the college ought to provide such
accommodation for them if it were only in its power todo so. The proportion of this number,
however, for which it has as yet been able to provide, is extremely small. The college now pos-
sesses three hostels of its own. One, in which 36 students may reside, was presented to it by
Dr. Miller in 1896. Another with room for 46 students, for the construction of which a grant of
Rs. 14,200 was obtained from Government, was handed over to the college by Dr. Miller in 1902.
A third which also accommodates 46 students was bought from Dr. Miller in 1902 with the help
of a grant of Re. 10,000 from Government. Thus the college now supplies hostel accommoda-
tion for 128 students. The purchase, if it be effected, of the Fenn Hostel (which has room for
ahout 45 inmates and is always full) will raise to 173 the number of students for whom the
college will be able to provide residence under proper supervision. This will still be less than
38 per cent. of the 460 for whom it would be desirable to make such provision. -
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5. The present value of the range of buildings has been estimated at Rs. 73,500 by a
competent valuator. Dr. Miller states that though the original cost amounted to a considerabl ¥y
higher figure, he is willing to sell his property to the college at its present estimated value. I
have therefore the honour to request that a grant of Rs. 24,500, being one-third of the purchase
{nonpdy, may be issued in accordance with chapter VIII, paragraph 113, of the Codg for grants-
in-aid,

6. T have the honour further to state that the buildin
one deputed to inspect it. A plan of the building and a detailed estimate of its value are being
prepared and will be submitted at an early date; but I may here state that the building wa
erected in consultation with Mr. Chisholm, late Architect to Government. :

7. The College Council hopes that Government will be pleased to afford it all the help lai
down in the Grant-in-Aid Code in making such provision for the welfare of its students as 1s now
universally felt to be valuable, if not indeed indispensable.

Proceedings of the Director of Public Instruction.
Reap—the following paper : —

g may be visited at any time by any -

¥

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Educational Department, No. 766, dated 26th
December 1904.

Read—letter from the Director of Public Instruction,
No. 386. ‘

————

dated 5th November 1904, Ref. on C.

Order—No, 766, Educational, dated 26th December 1904.

The Governor in Council is not prepared to sanction the grant applied for by the Madras
Christian College towards the purchase of the Fenn Hostel,

(True Extract.)

A. GALLETTI,
for Secretary to Government.

Communicated to the Bursar, Madras Christian College.
2. The plan and estimate are returned.

S. SATHTANADHAN,
Ag. Dy. Director of Public Instruction.

Memorandum No. 131, Educational, dated 7th March 1905,

The Inspector-General of Registration is requested to be good enough to obtain
and forward, for the information of Government, a copy of the balance sheet submitted
by the Madras Christian College—a registered association—for the year 1903-1904.,

(By Order.)

A. GALLETTI,
Asst. Secretary to Government.

To the Inspector-General of Registration.

From the Hon’ble R. V. SRINIVASIAR Avargal, Diwan Bahadur, Inspeetor-

General of Registration, to the Secretary to Government, Educational
Department, dated 14th March 1905, G. No. 3104.

Adverting to your Memorandum No. 131, dated 7th March 1905, T have the
honour to forward herewith eopy of the balance sheet of the Madras Christian College

Association made up to 31st December 1903. The Association closes its accounts
for every calendar year. '

Nos. 191, 192, EpUCATIONAL,
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f the Madras Christian College for the year ending 3lst December 1908.
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Bursar and Secretary.
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‘OrbEr—No. 191, Educational, dated 29th March 1905.
The memorial will be forwarded to the Government of India.

(True Extract.)

H. D. TAYLOR,
- Ag. Secretary lo Government.

To the Bursar, Madras Christian College.

P

Lerrer—No. 192, Educational, dated 29th March 1905, to the Secretary to the
Government of India, Home Department.

I am directed to forward herewith a memorial from the Council of the Madras
Christian College appealing against the order of this Government No. 766, Educationa,
dated 26th December 1904 (copy of which is enclosed) declining to sanction a grant
towards the purchase of a hostel. o

_ 9. The hostel in question, the Fenn Hostel, was built in 1887 by Dr. Miller,
Principal of the College, and the use of it has for the last seventeen years been his free
gift to the college, a trifling rent being charged for certain portions not used as a
students’ hostel proper. Towards the close of 1908 the College Council proposed to
purchase the building ; with this object had the building and site valued ; on this
valuation fixed the purchase money at Rs. 73,500, and asked the Madras Government
to give the maximum grant allowed by the Code, of Rs. 24,500. In submitting the
application for the consideration of Government the Director of Public Instruction
observed that it was not stated in the application how the College Council was going

" to meet its share of the cost of the building but that it was understood that the
building would by means of a bond fide transaction in the usual legal form become the
property of the College Council.

‘3. The College Council is an association registered under the Indian Companies
Act, 1882, and as such publishes accounts. The cash balance in hand at the end of
last year was Rs. 12,602-11-0, exclusive of trust funds and investments.

4. When the application was under the consideration of Government, the Bursar
and Secretary of the College was granted an interview by a Member of Government,
and in the course of conversation it was gathered that in any event it was Dr. Miller’s
intention to present the hostel as a gift to the college. The Government were not
satisfied that in the proposed purchase of the building any money was meant to pass
from the college to Dr. Miller or that the public grant asked for was a bond fide pro-
portion of any actual expenditure to be incurred by the college. Another considera-
tion which weighed with the Government in the decision they arrived at was that to
give a grant for a building constructed long ago and for many years in use wagp *
contrary to any principle that must properly govern bailding grants which are intende
to call buildings into existence. Moreover, the college had already in the last few
years received from Government, in addition to ordinary building grants at various
times, as much as Rs. 24,200 as grants towards the provision of students’ hostels, while,
in other provinces of India, the maximum building grant is ordinarily limited to
Rs. 10,000 and the whole arrangement seemed designed by the Christian College
simply to add to its finances by the amount of the Government grant and was
altogether beyond the objects and intention of the Code.

In all the circumstances the Governor in Council considered that the applicants
had not made out a case for assistance from public funds and accordingly rejected
their petition.

5. The memorial is directed against the discretionary authority vested in the
Local Government as to the distribution of the provincial grant for education from
which no appeal lies. The nature of the case could not but be known to the College
Council, and the Government did not feel called on to assign any reasons for refusing
to comply with their request.

H. D. TAYLOR,
Ag. Secretary to Government.
Exd. P. Sestharam.

o
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Please fill in the ﬁgureé in paragraph 3. Presumably they have been obtained ?
: H. D. Tavror—20-3-05.

i sl

From the Inspector- General of Registration, No. 3104, dated 14th March 1905.

This balance sheet was called for to fill in the blank in paragraph 3 of the draft

letter to the Government of India. :
2. Cash in hand on the last day. of the

2 Undor proporty and asseta ~ year 1903 is shown in the balance sheet *
as Rs. 29,151-15-7, but this includes—

Rs. 5,760— 1-8 pertaining to various special funds or endowments
5, 10,459— 7-3 5 to unendowed funds account
269-11-8 4 to special funds account

o 60- 0-0 security deposited by clecks,
and only Rs. 12,602-11-0 relate to the association general account.
Orders are solicited as to which amount should be taken as the balance in
Rs. 12.602--11-0 hand of the Christian College on the last
- A, GALLETTI. day of the year 1903.
ATRS91:8.05,
P. T. TuaRYAN—21-3-05.
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