


Enclosures
1905.
Spare copies

MR BYa ANASaS S ank

Inspectress of Girls’ Schools

‘orwarding to the Secretary of State an application from Miss Parsons, wa, ;
ncy Training School for Mistresses, Madras, for the post of —. :
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6. Hearing that the Superintendent of the Presidency Training School was about
to resign last year, I submitted an application for the appointment. I enclose a copy
of the testimonial I then forwarded as well as one of a testimonial I received from
the Principal of the Training College, Cambridge, before I left England.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,

e ENCLOSURES. g ' ' »

o : Tae CAunnlmé Traiwing CoLLEGE,
4 May 24th, 1904. :

_ Miss P. F. Parsons has asked me to support her candidature for the post of Headmistress of
the Presidency Training School for Mistresses in Madras and I have pleasure in saying that as
far as I have been able to judge from the short time she has been here she seems to be qualified
for the post by her experience, her intelligent interest in education and her character. She is
gaining experience here which will be invaluable to one who will have to direct the training of
others.

HELENA L. POWELL,
* Principal.

Reap—the following paper :— ' :

~ From Miss P. F. PARSONS, B.A., 1.1, First Assistant, Presidency Training
School for Mistresses, Madras, to the Private Secretary to the Secl‘etary of
State, India Office, London (through the Director of Public Instruetion
Madras), dated St. Thomé, Madras, 10th February 1905, ’

I beg to submit this my application for an appointment of Inspectress of Girlg’
Schools, Madras Presidency, for the favourable consideration of the Right Honourable
the Secretary of State for India.

2. In support of my afplication, I have the honour to submit that I was the first
lady to obtain the degree of Bachelor of Arts of the Madras University. The Govern-
ment of Madras recognizing the merit of this distinction and in order to encourage
female education in this country created a new post in the Presidency Trainin

& School, viz., that of First Assistant and appointed me to it on the 24th September 189]

on condition that I should further continue my studies and specially qualify myself

for the profession of teaching. 1 satisfied this condition by being the first lady in

this Presidency to obtain the degree of Licentiate in Teaching. ‘

3. The salary which I received as First Assistant reached its maximum of Rs. 150
a month in the vear 1896. Since then and up to the present moment, i.e., for the
past eight, years, I have received no increase or premotion of any kind whatever,
save the allowance which I drew for acting on three several occasions as Superintend-
ent of this school.

4. On the 7th May 1900 I submitted a memorial to Government requesting to
be placed on the Provineial establishment. I here quote the endorsement of the
Director of Public Instruction on my memorial.

; “ No. 6644, dated 9th July 1900.

- L * - L ]

Tae Campringe TRAINING CoLLEGE,
December 21st, 1904.

- Miss Phoebe Parsons has been a student in this College during the past year and has availe
herself to the utmost of her opportunities to get a thorough training in the Theory of Teaching
which added to the experience which she had had before she came and which had ‘already made
her a very capable teacher, has, I feel sure, fitted her to be a very valuable member of a college
for the training of teachers and one to whom such work can quite safely be entrusted. ‘

HELENA L. POWELL, _
Principal of the Cambridge Training College,

No. 72, dated 13th February 1905.
Submitted to the Director of Publie Instruction, Madras.

M. SCOTT COWARD,
Superintendent, Presidency Training School for Mistresses.

N. Ref. on C. No. 1193, dated 17th February 1905.
Forwarded to the Secretary to Government, Eduecational Department.

A. G, BOURNE, o
Director of Publie Instruction.

3. There is no opening for Miss Parsons in the Provinecial Service.

4. With reference to Miss Parsons’ remarks on higher education among the women of India,
I may mention that she is a European. :
i 5. Miss Parsons’ work has always been good but she should wait for promotion in the ordin‘ai'y

course.” . &

5. In 1902 I was appointed acting Superintendent of the school. For some
little time then there was no one to take my place in the High School department and
in addition to my duties of Superintendent, I 'still taught in the Matriculation
classes. The next year as the Hindu Department was far from efficient, I personally
supervised the work in the vernacular school. I had the office to attend to and the
training work of the English Department as well. Though no fault was found with
my work I was superseded by the appointing of a permanent Superintendent from %
England in January 1904. Then, owing to ill-health, I went to England for a year.
While there I availed myself to the utmost of all opportunities for improving myselt
in my profession and in spite of my ill-health I joined the Cambridge Training
College and at the end of the year succeeded in obtaining the Cambridge Teachers’
certificate getting a first class in Practice and a second class in Theory. So far I have
done all that I can to make myseli thoroughly competent as a teacher, and I humbly
beg that my work and long service in the Educational Department will receive your
kind consideration. In addition to my other qualifications T have a knowledge of
Tamil and haviog been so long in India know something of the people.

443 ——

‘OrDER—No. 144, Educational, dated 9th March 1905, .
The application will be forwarded to the Secretary of State.
[Here enter letter No. 4, Educational, dated 16th March 1005] 4

(True Extract.) 3
H. D. TAYLOR,
Ag. Secrevary to Government.




M the post of third Inspectress of Gu:ls’ sqhools whiah
Carr’s retirement from service from the 25th May n
“ﬁoml, dated 19th January 1905 also subsequent mleg;m,

g mmg useless to forward the apphcatlon, at any mte nntll a reP!
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.
~ LETTER to the Right Honourable the Secretary of
State for India.

4, dated 16th March 1905.

RWARDING an application from Miss Pheebe F. Parsons, First Assistant, Presidency
- Training School for Mistresses, Madras, for the post of Inspectress of Girls’
- Schools in the Madras Presidenéy. ;
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