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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :— .

From R. NATHAN, Esq., c.1.E., Deputy Secretary to the Government of India,
Home Department (Education), to the Secretary to the Government of
Madras, Educational Department, dated Simla, 18th August 1904, No. 706.

I am directed to invite the attention of the Government of Madras to the
observation, made in paragraph 4 of the Report on the Exhibition of Indian Art
Manufactures held at Delhi in connection with the Coronation Darbar, that a good
illustrated pattern book is much needed in a number of the best known art industries.
Mr. Percy Brown, the Assistant Director of the Kxhibition, has recently addressed the
Government of India on this subject and has emphasised the remarks made in his report.
He expresses the opinion that the preparation of pattern books would be a fairly simple
matter, and states that they would be appreciated and found extremely useful by many
manufacturers and artisans, that they would act as guides to workmen, and that, they
would assist greatly in preventing the introduction of unsuitable designs. The Gov-
ernment of India are inclined to agree with the views expressed by Mr. Brown and
desire to consult the Governor in Council with regard to the means which may be
adopted to carry them into effect.

9. There already exist in India, in the Journal of Indian Arts and Industries
in the Technical Art series, and in other publications, many excellent reproductiom,;
of Indian designs and patterns, but these are not suited for the purpose now under
consideration—they are too expensive to be accessible to ordinary workmen ; they are
neither systematic nor complete ; and they are executed from an artistic point of view
o0 as to show the completed form without any details of the stages by which the
finished work is produced. For the purposes indicated by Mr. Brown a series of books
is required for the various principal art industries of India in which the appropriate
patterns should be reproduced, not solely with reference to their artistic effect, but so
as to enable the workman to see exactly how each pattern is carried through its
successive stages. Moreover the patterns must be reproduced by an inexpensive

rocess, so that the books may be sold at a price low enough to be within the easy

reach of the ordinary craftsman.

3. It appears to the Government of India that in the Schools of Art at Calcuttad

Madras, Bombay and Lahore there exists a convenient and appropriate agency for the
preparation of the pattern books. These schools must have, or should be able to pro-
cure, the necessary material, whilst the work of preparing the patterns and compiling
the requisite explanatory matter would form an admirable training for the pupils.
The Governor-General in Council therefore would ask the Government of Madras to
consider the practicability of producing, at the School of Art at Madras, an authorita-
tive pattern book for each characteristic art industry of the province, which should
contain examples of all good designs and carefully exclude all bad ones, and which
should be produced cheaply enough to be readily accessible to the ordinary craftsman.

4. TIf it is found possible to carry out this suggestion the half-time industrial
primary schools, the establishment of which was suggested in paragraph 10 of this
department circular letter No. 593, dated the 30th September 190¢, should form an
effective machinery for disseminating a working acquaintance with the selected patterns.
For no patterns not included in the standard book should be admitted into the schools,
nor should the selected artisans, to whom the pupils will be allotted for practical
training, be permitted to teach them any but standard designs. Similarly the existing
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industrial schools which are under State control should,in so far as they produce
articles of an artistic character involving the use of definite designs, be restricted to the
standard pattern books. It will be advisable that, for the purpose of preparing these
books, the Superintendent of the School of Art should be supplied with the designs ifi
use in the industrial schools.

5. Tt may be objected that the proposals made in this letter will have the effect
st stereotyping Indian art and will bring about a Byzantine uniformity of style and -
treatment. To this the Government of India would reply, first, that it is better that
art should be stereotyped than that it should perish or become wholly debased ; secondly,
that pupils trained on good models are more likely to produce original designs of
merit than persons who are left to their own devices or to the suggestions of the casual
dealer ; and, thirdly, that the pattern books would not be made up once and for all,
but would constantly inclade and circulate new designs considered worthy of
recognition. :
6. Although there are no Schools of Art in the United Provinees, the Central
Provinces, and Assam, these provinces should not be excluded from the benefits of the
scheme. The Government of India would therefore propose that the United Provinces
and the Central Provinces should be brought for the present purpose within the sphere
of the Mayo School of Art at Lahore, and Assam within that of the School of Art at
Caleutta. ~ If this suggestion is adopted authority should be given to the Superintend-
ents concerned to travel within the areas thus affiliated and to enter into communication
with officials, industrial schools, and artisans in the same manner as in the provinc’eé

to which they belong. |

7. The Government of India will be glad to learn the opinion of the Governor in
Council on the scheme detailed in this letter. They also wish to be furnished with
a rough estimate of the expenditure which will be involved. They do not think that
the cost of the scheme will be very large, and it will be incurred gradually.

Endorsement No. 463, Educational, dated 30th August 1904.

Referred to the Director of Public Instruction for remarks.

(By Order.)

A. GALLETTI,
Assistant Secretary to Govt.

]

From the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. BOURNE, D.Sc., r.rs, Director of Publie
Instruction, Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Educational Department,
dated 13th October 1904, Ref. on Cur. No. 7524.

~ With reference to endorsement No. 463, Educational, dated 30th August last; ;
’ﬁfening to me for remarks letter of the Government of India in regard to the pre-

“paration of suitable pattern books for the characteristic arts and industries of this

rovince, I have the honour to state that I approve of the proposal, and would suggest

' that the officer in the Government Museum be entrusted with the selection of the

tterns as he is likely to come across so many during his tours. They might be
drawn at the School of Arts under the supervision of the Art Superintendent and a
draftsman on a salary of Rs. 30 might be specially employed to work under him.

e s

Orprr—No. 106, Educational, dated 21st February 1905.
' The Government of India will be addressed.
(True Extract.)

H. D. TAYLOR,
Ag. Secretary to Government,
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Nos. 106, 107, Evvoatroxst, 21sr Pesrvany 1905.

Lerree—No. 107, Educational, dated 21st February 1905, to the Secretary to the
Government of India, Home Department.

. 1 am directed to address the Government of India in reply to Mr. Nathan’s
letter No. 706 (Education), dated 18th August 1904, on the subject of the production
at the School of Arts at Madras of an illustrated pattern book in a number of the best
known art industries of the Madras Presidency. The Government of India desire to

know what means should be adopted for the preparation of such a pattern book ands

wish to be furnished with a rough estimate of the expenditure which will be involved.

2. I am to state that the Government Central Museum at Madras already possesses
wood blocks of many selected patterns which may serve as a guide to designers and
manufacturers of piece-goods. The plates in Mr. Thurston’s Monograph on the Cotton
Fabric Industry of the Madras Presidency were taken from these and His Excellency
the Governor in Council considers that a beginning may be made by the reproduction
of these plates. It would be necessary to collect more in the bazaars of Masulipatam,
Walajanagar, Arcot and other places, but this can be easily done and the work
immediately commenced.

3. As regards pattern books for other branches of art industry, Mr. Thurston, who
was consulted in the matter as perhaps the only person in this Presidency who is
competent to advise on the subject, suggests that two good draftsmen should be engaged
to work under the supervision of the Assistant Superintendent of the School of Arts,
controlied by himself, on the preparation of a series of drawings and diagramsillus-
trating selected specimens already at the disposal of Government in the Museum or
elsewhere. Designs from Dravidian temples should also, it is suggested, be selected
and plastercasts of them taken, the drawings being reproduced at the Survey office
and distributed to various industrial schools where they can be framed or kept in
portfolios. A year’s trial of such a scheme would, Mr. Thurston thinks, probably
show whether it is likely to be of any practical value to and appreciated by the artisans
and the material collected would be subsequently useful for the production of a pattern
book.

4. Tt is also snggested that arrangements should be made for the despatch from
industrial schools to the Superintendent of the Museum of the working drawings of
any of their work which the Superintendent of the School or the Inspector of Technical
Schools may think speecially good so that thes,go drawings may, if advisable, be dealt
with in the same way as the drawings referred t in the foregoing paragraph.

~ 5. His Excellency the Governor in Council accepts the suggestions made by
Mr. Thurston and estimates the cost of;the scheme in its initial stages at about Rs. 60
a month for the two draftsmen together with an amount, which cannot be definitely
caleulated but which should not exceed one or two thousand rupees per amnum for
miscellaneous expenses. . This estimate applies only to the experimental stage of the
scheme ; and the Government of Madras would propose to make a further report to
the Government of India as soon as they have before them material on which they can
ground a judgment of the probability of success and of the means best adapted to
ensure success. Meanwhile steps will be taken to carry out Mr. Thurston’s suggestiont’
as soon as the final orders of the Government of India are received.

H. D. TAYLOR,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

_ [SussEcr.—Preparation of an Illustrated Pattern Book of the best :

' NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., Nos. 108, 107, EDUC!
o, DATED 2lsr FEBRUARY 1905.
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From lhe Government of India, No. 106, dated 18k August 190& o

.

b 4 .

1 tle Director of Public Tnstruction, R.0. Nu. 7524, dated 13th Octo

In paragraph 4 of his report on the Exhibition of Indian Art ]

“at Delhi in connection with the Coronation Darbar Mr. Percy Brown,
ant Director of the Exhibition, has commented on the need in a aumber of the
st known art industries for a good illustrated pattern book. He writes thus as
ogards the pattern book :— %3 LA '
to the pattern book, when visiting any workshop if we requested to see those
o the production of a most unsuitable Kuropean illustrated catalogue.
ese appear to be used not because the designs were admired or because there was a demand

. for the reproduction of such designs, but for the reason that they were comparatively easily

ed and supplied a want. A museum would furn ish the workman with suitable ideas
» went there, %u't the Indian craftsman by natdre requires either the actnal article or a
thful copy before him in his workshop from which to work directly. Pattern books con-
taining a series of working drawings illustrating good ‘designs would, it is felt, consider bl
aprove some of the more important art industries.” S s B

In this lotter No. 706, dated 18th August 1904, the Government of India invite
sntion of this Government to the above observation and desire *“to consult the

C : snor in Council with regard to the means which may be adopted tamn-y

r. Brown’s suggestion into effect.” They further ask the Goyemmgn‘!; ‘of Madras
consider the practicability of producing at the School of Art, Madras, an authoritative
tarn book for each characteristic art industr'f' of the province, which should con
mples of all good designs and carefully exelude all bad ones, and ¥ 2
uced by an inexpensive process cheaply enough to be read_il)aaqgggﬁm 5 3
¢ craftsman, and to this end it is suggested that the Superintenden: the
¢ Art should be supplied with the designs in usein the industrial
pattern books are ready all the existing industrial schools under
] and the half-time industrial primary schools referred to in paragraph 10
srhment of India’s circular No. 593, dated 30th September 1903, giving cove
e Industrial Committee’s report, may be required to adopt only the patterns i
the above standard pattern books, , i e
In paragraph 7 of their letter the Government of India desire to have
the Governor in Council on the schemes detailed above and to be fu
estimate of the expenditure that will be involved. 3

is letter from the Government of India was referred to the Director
ruction for remarks, and his reply is contaimed in his letter R.C.

13th October 1904. Dr. Bourne approves of the proposal of the (
ndia, and thinks that the standard pattern books in question might be p
he Madras School of Arts under the supervision of M.R.Ry. Velayudasari,

¥
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on of the patterns is undbrtaken by the officer
5 arge of the Government Museum,
‘who, he considers, has special facilities
‘may, it is submitted, be therefore called for
nsulted by the Director of Publie Instruetion.
t the Inspector of Technical Schools might
, on of suitable patterns during his periodical "
hools in this Presidency. | ’
5 o ) he the Director of Public Instruction suggests that a
draftsman on a salary of Rs. 30 per mensem should be specially employed under the Art
- Superintendent, School of Arts. As to for what period his services will be required
' and what expenditure will be incurred on stationery, printing, ete., no information is
LA R e e s T Tarnished, o Orders are requésted as fo
= H DT whether the Director of Publie Instruction
- T may be asked to supply information on
: these points.
V. Krisavaswani—10-11-04.
i : ' A. Garrerri—12-11-04,

'Will the Director of Public Instruction please clearly indicate the expense involved -
in carrying out these proposals. There may also be some expense in the purchase
of standard patterns or models. ]

» H. D. Tavior—18-11-04.
To the Director of Public Instruction.

e e T

I cannot, I fear, give much information. I consulted Mr. Velayudasari, the only
officer of the department engaged in art work, and he replied in very vague terms.
I thought some beginning might be made on the lines suggested. I referred of course
‘to Mr. Thurston—the tastes of the Acting Superintendent of the Museum lie in another
direction and I did not eonsult him nor for similar reasons the Inspeetor of Technical
Schools. I have again consulted Mr. Velayudasari, and he suggests four draftsmen
on Rs. 35, 30, 25, 25, a peon on Rs. 7 and # monthly expenditure on printing, etc.,
of Rs. 10 for five years ; to this he adds an initial expenditure of Rs. 200 for furniture,

' materials, etc., and a round sum of Rs. 50,000 for the purchase of specimens and the
 travelling allowance of a touring officer. Total Rs. 58,120. . :

2. I can only comment upon this and upon the whole scheme as an amateur.
The Government of India presuppose the existence of a school of art. 'We havn’t got
a school of art nor are we very likely to have one under the superintendence of an
engineer with commercial instinets. We may have an industrial school with a few
drawing classes thrown in, but the Government of India confemplate a school or at-
any rate a Superintendent who shall be able to pronounce each pattern suitable or
unsuitable from an artistic point of view.

- 8. The expenditure practically depends upon the number and the nature of the
designs. 'This cannot be determined without the selecting artist. The books are
to contain all %d designs and no patterns not included in the book are to be used in
the schools. 0 ¢an say at the outset how many patterns will have to be included ?
Tt seems to me impossible to estimate even so much per pattern until there is some one

' to advise as to what should be done. The drawings are not to be such works of art
as some that have appeared, they are to be cheap but more systematic and more
complete. I confess I cannot realize the pro sed produetion which is “te enable
the workman to see how each pattern is carried through its successive stages ?, What
does this refer to? Wood-carving ? Metal work ? Weaving ? Pottery ? It seems
to be mixing up a manual of instruetion upon how to make a thing with the record of
an artistic pattern. Take a wrought iron seroll--the first diagram would be a bar of

' jvon, then successive diagrams showing it bent in this or that direction, thickened here
 and thinned out there and so on. The same sort of thing applies to all hammered work
 with or without répoussi orngmentation and to wood-earying. As to weaving patterns

R

1 cannot picture at all what is contemplated—technical diagrams ha
 for each pattern showing how the threads are to be arranged in the.
" not in themselves give any idea I imagine of the resulting pattern. The
~ industries which occur to me as likely to be taken up are gold and silve
" metal work, printed cotton, lacquer work and pottery. So far as ,
e ptﬁamem all these industries* resolve themselves into general designs of form A
Jsutline on the one hand and details of ornamentation on the other. The latter are.
efly taken in this Presidency from leaves, flowers or fruits, from ~animals or -
' from “swami” work of the temples. The best patterns available are probably
* already in the museum or will be added thereto from time to time and I can only
| repeat my suggestion to employ a draftsman (or perhaps more thanloné).ﬁpgieg B
A | the guidance of Mr. Velayudasari to see to the correctness of the drawing, to-
| draw patterns selected by Mr. Thurston. A good draftsman can be obtained for
‘Rs. 30 a month. I cannot say for how long he would be employed nor how much
would be spent in printing, &c. Mr. Velayudasari’s estimate has been given above.
Putting aside the idea of purchasing specimens it would appear that about Rs. 130 a
‘month could be utilized whereas something could be done with about Rs. 40.
4. Personally I should like to know very much more in detail what Mr. Percy
rown contemplates in regard to each industry. it

A. G. Bourxs—6-12-04.

T have nothing to add to Dr. Bourne’s remarks. It is submitted that an-
‘expenditure of Rs. 58,120 would not be justified by the results. 1 TR

don’t agreo in this quite. Our Madras School 2. As stated by the Direefof of »
m&‘: ht;: dm‘:‘} m.flrl‘mi‘ n;,‘tfn &:‘gisf‘l lﬁ‘f Public Instruction no sehool of ¢ Ar¢” of
Chatterton. " the nature contemplated by the Govern- -

i G.S.Florses].  ment of India exists in this Presidency.

8. It seems that a mere patfern book would be useless unless it were com‘hined;-‘ ;
with a manual or hand-book explaining all processes in detail-~there being a separate .

> 1* 4. A small beginning may be made tentatively on the lines indicated by

- Dr. Bourne at A above. : i
;i : H. D. Pavion—9-19-04. =

- A couple of draftsmen might be employed at the Sehool of Arts, Madras, under the

supervision proposed by Dr. Bourne, to see what can be done : a report to be submitted

after six months. i

~ Please circulate to His Fxcellency the Governor. ; i A8

e G.S. Flormms]—10-12-04.

A

His Exeellency the Governar,

. D. Tavior—12-12-04
The How'ble Sir James Thomson, K.C.S.I. b :

‘ L. M. Wyscn—14-12-04
k‘:".;Who is fit to sanction the inclusion of designs in the & ~authoﬁt£tivé_'m,

»9 T don’t kvow. His Excellency knows about these things: I don’
it is to be Mr. Thurston we have some time to wait before even a start can
This essential preliminary being arranged I see no objection to takmgon '
ftsmen for the purpose, but not under Velayudasari’s directorship..
est submit to His Excellency. : Mo g SR
i e J. T[nomsoN]—14-12-04.
eantime the reference can be disposed of by informing India of what we ca
_prepared to do. ' : pER e e
) J. T[womson].

s




"'in_i,;g;Exée.l_lenéy the Governor.
i : H. D, TayLor—15-12-04.

Ly

% | ghQn}aliketo c us: ﬁi_smntterwlth Mr. Thurston before we decide anything. .

" He is the only man in the Presidency who is competent to advise on the subject and
1 think we can well wait until \oi;t-Febmary when he is due back from leave.
~ The Government of India may be informed demi-officially that we are waiting tous
‘consult Mr. Thurston. .
’ ' | S ST A[mprHILL]—17-12-04.

- Will Assistant Secretary please put up a draft demi-official as above to
Mr. Nathan. ok

H. D. Tavior—19-12-04.
Submitted. I think Mr. Nathan is now Private Secretary to the Viceroy.

A. GALLETTI—19-12-04,
For approval.
H. D. Tavyror—20-12-04.

J. T[HoMsON | —22-12-04.

H:D. Taynor—23-12-04.

Demi-official from H. D. TAYLOR, Esq., 1. O.S., Acting Secretary to the Government
of Madras, Educational Depariment, to the Secretary to Government of India,
Home Department, dated 23rd December 1904, No. 160.

With reference to Mr. [Deputy Secretary] Nathan’s letter, No. 706, dated 18th
Augast, on the subject of the produetion at the School of Artsat Madras of an‘indus-
trial pattern-book, I am directed to say that the Government of Madras wish the
reply to be deferred, if there is no objection, until February, when they will have an
opportunity of consulting Mr. Thurston, Superintendent of the Madras Museum, who
returns from leave onthe st of that month. His opinion, it is considered, will be
valuable, and he is in fact the only person in the Presidency who is competent to
advise the Government on the subject. ;

<t teom W. 8. MARRIS, Esq., Deputy Secretary to the Government of India,
B aﬁﬁ;‘:u fDepartment, to the S;creta;y to the Government of Madras, Educational
Department, dated Calcutta, 7th January 1905, No. 8-Education.

Iv to vour demi-official letter, dated the 23rd December 1904, I am desired
to sa;n tlll‘:g t),'hereyis no objection to the Government of Madras deferring their reply

regarding the proposed preparation of industrial pattern-books until February.

To lie over pending Mr. Thurston’s return.
: H. D. Tayror—11-1-05.

’

Mcr. Thurston returned from leave this morning. The file is resubmitted.

—31-1-05.
P. T. THARYAN A. GarLermi—31-1-056.

2 : h
i the Governor stated that he desired to discuss the matter wit
Mr ﬁmﬁueﬁi file may be sent now to the Private Secretary to His Excellency
the. Governor who will no doubt arrange with Mr. Thurston direct as to when it will

ient to His Excellency to see him.
be convenient to His omild H. D. Tavior—2-2-05.

ivdedto Mr. Th‘l,"stOﬁ"With s TP(]_ileSt Bk 'Eh
y 10th instant at latest.

1897 I recommended that the School of Arts should prepare a set of pa
as a guide to designers and manufacturers of picce-goods. = [Please see pa;
: in the accompanying monograph of the cotton fabric industry.] N
‘has raised the question of pattern-books, the time would seem to ha
' mendation, if approved by Government, to be carried out.
_glance at the women of the middle and lower classes during
e streets of Madras to recognise the appalling bad taste of their
5. The Museum already possesses many selected wbod-bfoe‘k’s, from 'wh
n the monograph were taken ; but it would be necessary to collect more
of Masulipatam, Walajanagar, Arcot, ete. (see page 14 of the monograph!
of travelling and purchase of the blocks could be met appropriately from the
dget. And the cost of publication would be slight, as the illustrative
es for the proposed pattern-book need not be drawn, but can be produced direct
the blocks themselves, which are practically wood-cats. g e

gards the proposed pattern-books for industrial schools, I do nof
of this nature should be hastily and immediately commenced ; ba
that two good draftsmen should be engaged to work under the supervision.
Jalayudasari (himself a very clever designer) with myself as leader, T
sen should; it seems to me, be engaged in the preparation of a series :
grams illustrating selected examples of various art-industries, which are -
our disposal in the Museum or elsewhere. Probably a little tray
"be necessary to select designs from Dravidian temples, and take plaster ;
1 the draftsmen would make copies. The drawings could probably be repiod :
urvey department and copies would be distributed to various industrial schools
ey could be framed or kept in portfolios. A year’s trial of such a scheme
probably show whether it is likely to be of any practical value to and appre
v the artisans ; and the material collected would be useful for the production
n-book hereafter, if required. Nk, Bt

‘may cite ivory-carving in Travancore as an art-industry, in which the
iidance by some such means. In plate VII of the accompanying mon

.

s

<

nee dead. The Trivandram School of Arts has for some years been
quasi-imitations of this work of art, and offering them for sale at
passe, at Rs. b each. If askilled artisan, such as Trivandrum
ng of the original figure before him, he would at once see
to reproduce it. Again, the beautiful ivory tankards, in the possessi
ney and the Museum, should certainly be reproduced in a series of det

as a guide to ivory-carvers, who may follow on after the existin
Jne other point occurs to me, viz., that the industrial schools should se
wings of any of their work, which the Superintendent o
ay think specially good, to me, so that they may, if necessary,
ies ‘under consideration. Reig
at an expenditure of Rs, 50,000 is mentioned in th
sary, and, for the present, no money need be
ns. It will, I believe, be the function of the
serve as an exhibition hall of sel*‘ecﬁpd industrial ;

ving 1s represented a beautiful carving of Krishna by a vaanoomm
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Mﬂmy the Governor.
g 4 “" H. D. TAvLOR—T-2-05.

etter .ftimjn follow Mr. Thurston’s suggestions
ated as it will be merely the pay of the draftsnﬁk
‘and purchase of specimens, say Rs. 1,500 to begin

only expéct very gradual work.
N A[nprRILL]—9-2-05.

Dma-oﬁaal fm,,, Ei"ﬂ URSTON Esq., to the Secretary to Government, Educational
Teid e Department, dated 10th February 1905, Ao. 145.

Please have the accompanying plates; illustrating South Indian articles sent to the
Delhi exhibition, forwarded to His Excellency in connection with the file on * pattern
books ? wherein I put up a note for him. They have been published in the Technical
Art series (Survey of India, Calcutta) during my absence, and I have only this moment
come across them. Such plates would form a fitting addition to draftsmen’s flat
detailed drawings, and bring out relief proportions, ete. :

——

/" The file has been already returned by His Excellency. These may be added to
the file now recirculated to Sir James Thomson.

; : H. D. Tavror—10-2-05.

I quite agree. India may be informed accordingly.

J. T[momsoN }—11-2-05.
Draft please.
H. D. Tayror——18-2-05.

The draft placed below is submitted for approval.

P. T. THARYAN—14-2-05.
S Tt A. GALLETTI—15-2-05.

H. D. Tayror—16-2--05.
J. T[Bomson |—17-2-05.

Issue.
H. D. Tavror—18-2-05.

£
Educational, dated 21st February 1905.
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