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No. 742, EbUcATroﬁu, 16rm Drcryeer 1904,

" GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCAT IONAL DEPARTMENT.

RnAD—agajn the following paper :—
Letter No. 646, Educational, dated 24th October 1904.

: ABSTRACT.—-A&dI‘eSSiIlg Mr. R. F. Carey, Yercaud, on the subject of the classification and
numbering of certain unnumbered specimens of Mr. Bruce Foote’s collection of the Pre-historic
implements purchased by Government. :

Reap—also the following paper :—

From R. F. CAREY, Esq., to the Acting Secretary to the Government of Madras,
dated Gaythorn, Yercaud, Shevaroy Hills, dated 31st October 1904,

I have the honour to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your letter No. 646,
dated Ootacamund, 24th October 1904, and to apologise for the delay, in replying, due
to my absence from home at the time of its arrival.

2. T would gladly comply with your request that a special search should be made
for the specimens supposed to be missing from Mr. Foote’s collection of prehistorie
implements, ete., but that there is nothing further left for me to do in that direction.
I have already done all that was in my power, as immediately after handing over the
collection to Mr. Rea, I had all Mr. Foote’s cabinets, etc., removed from where they
were temporarily lodged, to his own house, and in doing so I thoroughly overhauled
all the drawers and satisfied myself that nothing had been overlooked and left
behind.

3. I would here take the liberty of pointing out that it is improbable that all the
_specimens, shown in the list enclosed with your letter, are really missing. The
catalogue, from which the check list was compiled, is not entirely free from mistakes,
part of my business having been to discover and correct these as far as possible.
Several corrections had to be made after the check list had been sent up to Government,
and these corrections occasionally necessitated an alteration of the show numbers on
some of the specimens; this to a great extent accounts for specimens being not
forthcoming according to the check list. On the other hand, a large number of
speeimens not mentioned iu the check list were handed over to Mr. Rea, as he doubt-
less mentioned in his report. From what I know, therefore, I venture to be of the
opinion that there are few specimens actually missing, certainly not one of the
more valuable ones.

4. With reference to paragraph 2 of your letter I beg to inform you that I am
prepared to go down to Madras and finish numbering the remaining specimens as soon
as convenient to Government. I am, however, compelled by circumstances to stipulate
that my entire expenses shall be paid for me. The terms offered in your letter are
liberal, with ‘one exception, which is that no provision is made for my going daily
to and from the museum, where T presume it is compulsory that the work should be
done. Qwing to my indifferent health I could not manage to walk to and fro every
day from one of the hotels, and I regret I am not in a position to meet the expense of
carriage-hire myself. I would ask you therefore to kindly let me know whether
Government will be good enough to include this item in the terms offered. :
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5. In conclusion I beg you will please note that, as I mentioned at the time to
Mr. Rea, I cannot promise to finish numbering these 593 specimens in a fortnight,
because of the minute size of many of them, and the consequent difficulty of the
work, the most I can undertake being to promise to push on with the work, and
complete as much of it as possible within the given time.

Lerrer—No. 742, Educational, dated 16th December 1904.
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 31st October 1904,

¥ and to state that the Government will allow you in addition to the terms offered to

you in my letter No. 646, dated 24th Oectober last, a conveyance allowance of Rs. 2
per diem for working days till the work is completed. They accept your assurance
that every endeavour will be made to get through the work as speedily as possible.
Tam to ask you to be good enough to come down to Madras and start work with as
little delay as possible. N s

(True Extract.)

H. D. TAYLOR,
Ag. Secretary to Government.,

Copy to Mr. Rea, with a copy of letter No. 646,
dated 24th October 1904.
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Exd. A. Souriraja Aiyangar,
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