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: ‘} L T GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT. :

Reap—the following paper - »

From the Hon’ble Mr. A. G. BO.URNE, D.Sc., F.r.s., Director of Publie
Instruction, to the Secretary to Government, Edueational Department, dated
Madras, 5th July 1904, Ref. on Cur. No. 4310 :

Inspector of Schools, Central Circle :— -

‘“The Muhammadan inhabitants of Arni are very desirous that religi
instruction should be given to their children, £ S o

the President of the Lecal Taluk Board. A religious teacher has recently settled in

charge of this teacher who gives, I understand, some secular instruction as well
- probably of a very inferior kind. " : :

o S They say that they are willing to send their children again to the Board
school if this religious teacher is allowed to impart instruction in that school. They
are ready to pay this teacher out of their own pockets ; and it would be understood
that no religious instruction would be given during the hours allotted for secular
instruction, - '

“(4) The only question, therefore, is whether it is permissible for the buildings
of a school under public management to be used for purposes of religious instruction,
There seems to be no objection ; but it is apparently necessary to ask for your orders
on the subject. - : '

¢(5) The President of the Taluk Board concerned is not averse to the Pproject,
and the teacher of the Board school and most of. the parents seem to be in fayour
of it 7, i :

2. It is clear that religion cannot form part of the instruction in a Board school.

The question then arises whether rule 9 (d) of Chapter III of the Educational
"Rules bears upon the question. The rule geverns institutions under public manage-
ment and therefore Board schools. In this particular case I ask for a ruling as to
whether the existence of séctarianism among Muhammadans entails a question
upon which the opinion of the community is likely to be seriously divided ” or perhaps

>33

" more generally as to whether the building of a school under public management may

place at a time which would cause interference with -educational work. Tf- this
be allowed it is probable that such teaching would take place either at the beginning
or end or both of the school meeting. In.that case it appears to me that rule 20 of
the Grant-in-Aid Code should be made of general application. Any such alteration
of this rule would, however, doubtless cause dissatisfaction among Missionaries.

3 3. I find that a correspondence took place with regard to religious instruction
5 & ‘which term ﬁ%ﬁ%&) far as Government was concerned with their oui:r in the Educa-
* tional Department, No. 506, dated 5th August 1899. Copies of the papers are not
forthcoming in my office, and I merely draw attention to tHeir existence as it is possible

that they may have some bearing upon .the present question.

g -

I have the honour to submit, for favour of orders, the fc')llowing letter from the

“(2) There is one Muhammadan Lower Primary sehool in the town managed by

be used for religious teaching of any kind, provided always that this does not take

: : I know of mo other -
rules which deal with this matter. In this connection I submit, for the éonsideration .

instruction,

-
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of Government, the desirability of mziking the rule quoted above from the Educational
Rules with regard to the use of- buildings and in particular. clause (d) more definite.
It is difficult to say beforehand in many cases whether the opinion of the community

is likely to be seriously divided or whether the discussion of any particular subject 1s -

likely fo cause unnecessary offence.

R

OrpEr—No. 464, Educational, dated 29th July 1904,

The Government consider that it is undesirable to allow the school building at Arni
to be utilised for the purpose of imparting religious instruction, which may be of a
sectarian character and may not be always acceptable to the whole of the Muham-
madan community. The Janosque seems to be the more appropriate place for such

(True ]'!ixtraet.)

- +H. D. TAYLOR,
Ag. Secretary to Government,

.
S

" %%0 tLe Director of Public Instruction,

-

AMAAMAMANN\N’\MN\NV\/V\NV\NVW\AAMMAMAAAA,\"ANAA“A,\A,‘,‘h ANAG







iz

e the
taken by the off
at times, but this cannot be helped.

Submitted that rule 9 of the Edu-
S : cational Rules does not apply, and that

dings cannot be used for religious instruction at any hour of the
nts may send their children to the mosque for instruction.

A. Gatierri—18-7-04.

S

: Vide paragraph3 of Director’s letter. Parents cannot be allowed to impose ’

conditions und: which they will or will not gend their children to school. They must

cept the Goveérnment rules. Presumably the Muhammadan children who attend the

school are notall of one sect, and if an instructor of one sect were allowed the use of the

~ school, permission would have to he given to the other sect also. The institution must

be kept purely secular. Rale 9 does not apply to the present proposal. It is not a
question of a general meeting for public affairs or a debating society.

H. D. TayLor—19-7-04.

I think we must stick to the general rules. At Arni the Muhammadans are
probably all of one seot—but one dissentient would give rise to trouble. In the
order we might add that in the opinion of Government such instruetion will most
appropriately be given at the mosque.

9. Of course there is one point in their favour and that is that the school is speci-

ally established for Muhammadans who are not a mational division but a religious
community. The real difficulty is that there may possibly be both Shias and Sunnis.

3. Please circulate to His Excellency the Governor.
' G. S. F[orsEs ] —19-7-04.

To His Execellency the Governor.
' ' | H.D.T.—20-7-04.

T cannot find anything bearing on the subject in the Code and Educational Rules
except the conscience clause in schools for Europeans—section 20 in chapter I of
the Code. So far as itis referred to in the Quinquennial Review it is that religious
instruction cannot form any part of the curriculum—page 420. But paragraph 1137
on page 375 shows how the matter is attempted to be met in Bombay. ;
9. T believe there is no useina Muhammadan school that will not undertake some
form or reality of religious instruction : and I should say that in Vellore and every-
where else it is a matter for (1) the parents and (2) for the school management if
they can agree therein. It would seem well to get a clear understanding of how
many of the parents of the school children wish to have a teacher of religion for
their children, out of school hours and how many do not and be guided accordingly.

3. Circulate please to Hon’ble Mr. Stokes.
o : J. T[mousoN]—23-7-04.

o ihe Hon'ble Mr. Stokes, C.8.I.
| H.D.T.—23-7-04.

It is clear that clause 9 () of chapter TII of the Educational Rules does not and
was not intended to meet the case. Clause 20 of the Grant-in-aid Code is the clause
for the analogous case of European Christians. The question seems to be whether it
would be expedient to extend the clause to Muhammadans. 1{do not think it would
_be so or that the Muhammadans generally would like the Maulvi introduced into the
‘eurriculum. There is really no difficulty for, as suggested by the Hon’ble Mr. Forbes,
the mosque is available for and is the usual place, 1 believe, for religious instruction.
In thirm.the»so)xool, is a g}n'ely Muhammadan school and in its circumstances there
- seems no special feature of difficulty at present but before long there will probably be

a row and this teacher will be evicted. This case would be the thin end of the wedge.

2

ot understand that the request comes from the
the teacher who wants for his own ends °
the Mubammadans ask for it, clanse 20 ¢
A draft is submitted for approval.
" When writing my note of the 19th it occurred to me to eallfor,
numbers of different sects, if any, and the wishes of the parents ‘ Xe ,
suggests. But on consideration I thought, as Hon’ble Mr. Stokes does, that th
admission of the principle of consultation might be dangerous. The animosity bet
‘Sunnis and Shias is most bitter and irreconcilable: and even if there were unani
_moment, the advent of a single pupil of the other sect would
nination and appeals to Government. Accordingly I thought it best to reje
al. and await developments. ; | JUE
T have rovised the office draft. e

Seen.

\ g

IT—20-7-04.
Issue. 15 R

HDT—29-7.94
[G.0., No. 464, Educational, dated 29th Julyl1904.] A g
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