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Pasumalai College. s
g that the Government adhere to the view expressed in paragraph 1 of G.‘?iii No. 159, :

ational of 1904 ; that in view of the opinion expressed by the Syndicate they will not raise
urther objection to the transfer of the American Mission college from Pasumalai to Madura,

' that from the beginning of the next scholastic year, the Mission college should adopt the
soale of fees as may be in force in the Native college.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,

Reap—again the following paper :— .
G.0., No. 159, Educational, dated 8th March 1904,

Aspstract.—Making a reference to the Syndicate of the Madras University in conneetion

with the question of transfer of the Pasumalai College to Madura.

Reap—also the following papers :—

From C. A. PATERSON, Esq., m.A., LL.3B., Registrar, University of Madras, to
the Secretary to Government, Educational Department, dated Senate House,
15th April 1904, No. 1326.

With reference to G.0., No. 159, Educational, dated the 8th March 1904, on the

i subject of the removal of the American -Mission college, Pasumalai, to Madura, T am

directed to forward, for the information of His Excellency the Governor in Council, an
extract from the minutes of the meeting of the Syndicate held on the 5th instant,

Excrosure.
. Eriract from the minutes of the meeting of the Syndicale, dated the 5t} April 1904.
= » - y * . »

Read—G.0., No. 159, Eduecational, dated the 8th March 1904, stating that in the opinion of
Government the removal of the American Mission college from Pasumalai to Madura in-
volves the creation of a new institution which requires a fresh order of affiliation from the
University and requesting a reconsideration of the subject with reference to by-law 289,

* Resolved that the Registrar be instructed to inform the Government that the Syndicate, after
full consideration, is of opinion that the transfer of the Pasumalai college dees not involve the
creation of a new college.

From the Rev. W. M. ZUMBRO, Manager, Pasumalai College, to the Secretary
to Government, Educational Department (through the Director of Publie
Instruetion), dated Pasumalai, 11th April 1904. .

I have the honour to acknowledge, on behalf of the manéging council of the
Pasumalai college, the receipt of the letter of the Director of Public Instruction, dated
11th March 1904, referring to G.0., No. 159, Educational, dated 8th March 1904.

. The college authorities cannot but believe that the Government has not cle;,r]y
understood the position of the Mission and the reasons for moving its college to
Madura and respectfully invite the attention of Government to the following
statement :— : ;

Since the year 1881 the demand for the collegiate education of the youth of
the Madura distriet through the First-in-Arts course has been met for the most part
by two second-grade colleges separated from each other by a_distance of about three
miles : one, the Government college affiliated with the Madras University in 1880,
alosed as a Government college in 1889, and re-opened the next year as the Madura
Fative college ; the other, the college of the American Madura Mission .at Pasumalai
effiliated in 1881. The Government turned over its college to a committee of native
gentlemen  affer mine years. The Mission, after an experience of 23 years at
Pasumalai, became convinced of the great disadvantage that it was under on account
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. of the lecation of college and decided that it would be better to remove to Madura.
After reference to the Syndicate of the Madras University and the Director of Public
Instruction, this removal was effected with the beginning of 1904.

5 The Native college is managed for the most part by a committee of native
gentlemen, while the Mission college is managed by a council consisting in part of
T native gentlemen and in part of American Missionaries, subject to the control of the
R Mission Board in America. -
T . Whenever two institutions of this kind are in competition, it is neoessary that
58 such competition be fair.
We do not think that there has been unfair competition in the past and we are
quite prepared to act with the Native college to prevent it in the future. Indeed a
- conference was recently held between representatives appointed by the managing
‘ ~ committees of the two institutions for the purpose of considering this and other
4 . uestions and coming to some kind of an understanding, but the representatives of
: e Native college took the position from the first that unless and until their college
had all the students that it was prepared to accommodate the Pasumalai eollege had
no excuse for moving to Madura and therefore they refused to discuss any other
question. As the representatives of the Pasumalaj College could not accept this
position, no agreement was reached in the conference,

Turning now to a consideration of the speeifie question of the removal of our
college to Madura, our reasons for making this change are as follows :—

I. Itsnecessity—

First, we believe that it is necessary in the interests of the students who
attend the college. Pist experience has shown definitely that notwithstanding the good
accommodations which the Mission has provided at Pasumalai a considerable number
of the students prefer to live in Madura. These students found it very inconvenient

« to come to Pasumalai for lessons and return to Madura each day. Moreover with the
students living in Madura while the college was at Pasumalai there was no opportunity
. for the college authorities to exercise any control over such students outside of the
~ ocollege premises. These disadvantages are, we believe, largely removed by our college
5 ~ being in Madura.

B - Second, past experience shows that this change is necessary not only that
= I - the Mission college may have a fair chance for growth in the future, but that}it is also
‘necessary in order that the college may even regain what it lost in strength when the
~ Government college in Madura was taken over by the Native college authorities.
- After the affiliation of the Pasumalai college in 1881 the attendance increased
regulatly and fairly rapidly until in 18S9, the last year of the old Government
college, the Pasumalai college had on its rolls 83 students. Up to that time the
‘;gmpetition “had been between a college managed by Government and a college
‘managed by the Mission, and the Mission college classes had been of fair size. But
~with the transfer of the Government college to the eommittee of native gentlemen
the competition assumed a different aspect, It wasnow between one college managed
- by members of the native Hindu community and another college managed by
- missionaries, and in a strong centre of Hinduism like Madura the results of this
charnge were at once apparent. In 1880, the first year of the Native college as such,
- the strength of the college at Pasumalai was reduced to 42 or just a little more than
half that of the previous year, and by 1895 the college classes at Pasumalai numbered
~only 17. Since that time there has been some improvement at Pasumalai, the number
~ on the rolls in 1903 being 29. But considering the fact that hostels have been
m at’ Pasumalai for all classes of students, Brahmins, non-Brahmins and
Christians, and that everything has been done that could well be done to secure the
venience of the students, and considering the good results obtained by the college

in the University examinations, this growth has very little of encouragement in it.

’ We believe that the removal of our college to Madura will improve our position
- somewhat by overcoming the disadvantage that we were under on aceount of the
- distance that the college was separated from the residence of a large part of our
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students. The fact that the Native college is managed by the Native Hindu com-
munity, while our college is managed largely by a missionary body, will still remain,
and we believe that this will still give the Native college a large advantage in securing
students. But we recognize this condition of things as incident to the situation and
have no complaint to make about it

II. In making this ehange it seems to us that there is no necessity to argue the
question as to whether there is a place for two colleges in Madura or not. That
question has long since been decided. The Government accepted the fact of two
colleges for Madura when it sanctioned the .affiliation of |the Pasumalai college in
1881, and since that time Madura has had two colleges. The location of the Pasu-
malai college at a distance of about three miles from the other college can hardly be
taken as putting it outside of the educational environment of Madura city, mueh less
that of the Madura district. Surely no one can now take the position that the Pasu-
malai college has no right to a location where it can secure a share of the student
patronage of Madura eity, for when the Native college was organized as such in 1890
the Pasumalai college had already been nine years in the field and the previous year
had 83 students on its rolls, the large majority of whom were from Madura city.

So then the present question is not the question of a new college, nor even of a
new college for Madura, but rather the question as to whether the Pasumalai college 3
shall change its loeation !somewhat in order to secure the best interests of the ’

£

mstitution and of the students whom it serves. Jmn 20}&‘“ e
But even were the question open for discussion we believe that it could be shown i ato the distriot eﬂﬁ&ﬁahﬁhe'a" :

-

that there is room in Madura for two colleges. At present the following high i N ’ii&‘iﬁ"thig"‘r’e'sp@t g’

T i e : £ ot only did the Mission_open schools in Bad
s & > well 1ssion extended it ,
The American Mission High school. i the Mission had 175 primary and 1 er secondary
The Pasumalai High school. 8 me high school with 95 pupils, CERELL ",-

The High school of the Native college. ggasumalai.was the °néfui‘@1" "ilt : :
The Sethupathi High school (recently united with the Native college). . ' sion had been carrying on ﬁ 1835,
htra High school iti ding). , : t part of that work, and we believe that the dev
The Souras 1gh schoo .(recogm lon pending) for the best developt;xent of the lower schools.
In Dindigul—The Municipal High school. we think thatave have a strong reason
In Ramnad—The 8.P.G. High school. o of the extent of our
In Sivaganga—The Zamindar High school. : _ ) Steady #firt.i;m tl;e beginnin
In addition fo this the Mission maintains in Madura the only high school for SOOI with, 250
girls in the district, ' R s ol
The following table prepared from the report of the Madras Syndicate for the
year 1902-1903, the last report published, shows the number of students from the
various centers passing the Matriculation examination in December 1902. It also
shows the number of colleges for men in that center and the average number of
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70 years

passed Matriculates for each college— | : have devoted a considerable portic
nd to directing and stimulating educational
BN i N time in t. ual work of teaching. ik
Number of Average number : % s o RO ' PN
o i o d g L T | ask the Government to compare wit
Centers. i atrioula B il ; ; , omateaat el f g
Matrioulation | in the sgnter. for each : : e work along similar lines carried
examina.ltion. college. i < We mlght, hOWBVOT, Pouyts)!i :
#n 9,000 in.grounds and buildings at Pasumalui, ax
' &) A Government in the way of building grants
TIMRG is d 132 2 66 5 ¥ ‘ S - Fak v f
DR 99 2 496 1 :
Cuddalore .. . . e 55 2 27'5
SN L 367 8 46
L T e 140 2 10
e e 68
. 2 63'5 | g S v
ichi y .o . .. .e « 129 2 645 <% s “ el s 5 b 5
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‘to us by the Principal of that college, :sonhibuteg

_ | es or development of that institution during the 14 years

‘since the college was turned over by Government to them. '

Not only hasthe ﬂWnsl;ent its nioney freely for the education of all v'
but it has also endeavoured to keep abreast of all modern tendencies in egueaﬁgfx” :‘:d’
‘has sought to make its education as practical as possible., : ' :

~ We believe that there is yet much to be done to make higher education i
~ Madura district more practical. The Government of India in %ts receg:a g:fliliil;tii;g:

‘’has recognized this necessity as prevailing generally in India and thinks that private
charity will be largely needed in the future to provide for adequate development alon
this line. The Mission had hoped when its college is successfully established ugx
Madura to appeal to friends in America for a substantial endowment to put it on a
permanent basis and enable it to do its part in making the higher education in the
district more generaﬁy useful. While no definite line basas yet been determined on
the Mission believes that there is sure to come in the near future an increasing
demand for scientific and industrial education. We believe that education along this
line if made suitable to the needs of the people will be a very important factor in the
development of the district and we should be glad if we could have a.part in it.
Little has yet been done to develop the industrial resources of the district along
scientific lines, and we believe that something of the interest which America takes
:l.(t);:g these lines will not prove detrimental to the best interests of India if transferred

ither. .

Third, on the ground that all our Mission institutious are and always have been
intended for and open to students of all classes, Hindu, Native Christian and Muham-
madan. In 1881 when the“college was affiliated, more than two-thirds of all the
pupils in our schools were non-Christian, and in 1889, the last year of the old
Government college in Madura, there were 12 Christian and 71 Hindu students in
the college at Pasumalai. :

With reference to the question of fees in the two institutions the Pasumalai
college authorities, while recognizing the necessity for giving help to certain classes
have no desire to make education cheap to those who are able to pay for it, nor d(;
they desire to secure students at the expense of a neighbouring institution by putting
down the fees lower than that institution. On removing the Pasumalai College to
Madura with the beginning of 1904 the fees were raised to Rs. 48 per year and the
college authorities are prepared to charge hereafter the same fees as the other
cgiliige‘;estWe ghall be glad to be guided in this matter by what Government may
t :

The Government order seems to indicate that the Government does not realize
that the Mission college was opened in Madura with the beginning of the eurrent year.
This action was taken after reference to the Syndicate of the Madras University and
the Director of Public Instruction. We might also add that when ‘the late the
Hon’ble Mr. Stuart was on tour in Madura during the early part of the year 1903 we
approached him with reference to this change and he expressed himself as seeing no

objection to it. :

In coneclusion, I have the honour to state that the college authorities regret that
Government gave them no opportunity to state their case before orders was passed, and
would point out the disadvantage that they are under in this whole discussion owing
to the fact that Government has not indicated its objections to the removal nor the
safeguards that it considers necessary.

I further have the honour to hope that, after considering this statement and in
view of what the Mission has done in the past in the cause of education in the Madura
district, the Government will be pleased to modify its position with reference to the
removal of the college and accept the action of the Mission.

*
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' Orozz—No. 308, Educational, dated 20th May 1908, Jo ol b i : ¥
T O ' ' i ssed in paragraph 1 of G.0., No. 159,
yernment adhere to the view expressed in paragraph 1 of G.Us N0, 209, °
Fdueational, dated 8th March 1904. ol K g ik
. Tn viow of the opinion expressed by the Syndicate, the Governor in Council
will not raise any further objection to the transfer of the American Mission college,
 Pasumalai, to Madura. From the beginning of the next scholastic year the American
* Mission college will, however, be requested to adopt the same scale &fmm:kmy“bo i
~ from time to time in force in the Madura Native college. AT AT TS o
3. The Director is requested to watch carefully further developments and to.
administer or suggest appropriate remedies should symptoms of unfamcompe’tiho%} f
_ appear. ; [ : ‘ j
" 4. The new regulations should provide for such contingencies in future,
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| (True Extract.) i | b

. D TAYLGR, T
Ag. Secretary to Government.

i b

To the Manager, Pasumalai College. . FIEAr
» the Director of Public Instruetion. i ; e
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$xd. A, Rungaswami Aiyangar.
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