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NOTES CONNECTED WITH G,0., No. 1434, JUDICIAL, DATED
19t SEPTEMBER 1902.

[Sussecr.— Reformatories for Juveniies. |

For the Judicial Department-—

T should like to have a note or papers to show the present Position of the
reformatory question. I mean the provision of reformatorics for juveniles—male and

female.
J. T[ nomsoN ]—1-7-02.
Under Secretary. :
G. 8. Forees—1-7-02.
For the Under Secretary— ‘

In July 1894 the Inspector-General of Prisons forwardcd to Government an
extract from the remarks recorded by Mr. Beauchamp, a non-official visitor at the
Penitentiary, Madras, drawing attention to the evil cffects which must arise from
female juvenile offenders being kept in the sume yard as adult female convicts and
suggested (under the belief that the Government had decided upon the construction of
a new Reformatory school) that a small yard might be added to the new school for the
confinement of female juvenile conviets. As the Government had not then come to
AT & any decision as regards the future location of the Reformatory school, the consideration
A s R e ; . i R of the question was postponed and Mr.
dated '19ﬂl' Septembepd 002500 il vl 2 : G.0., 1767, 19th July 1894. Cardew was informed that the matter
S R e e e e @& would be dealt with at an early date. In June 1895 the Government decided that the
EmL L RE SR Sk ey ; £ : - : sehiool should be retained at Chingleput,
[T pe Bxlrget) i s o Guaodi T 5 = G.0., 1279, 15th June 1895. but as the Reformatory Schools Act V of
S eI e e e 1876 did not provide for the confinement of girls in such institutions, the Government
S R G. 8. FORBES,

Ag, Chief Secreta - B 0., 589, Educational, 19th July 1895,

obseived that it wuas necessary to amend -
the law before taking steps for the confine-
ment of girl eriminals in reformatories and aecordiﬁgly deffrmined to nllla]ae inquki)ries
i as to whether the question had ever been
Letter 580, Koth July 1595: raised in other proginces and, if so, how 1t
had been dealt with. Of the Governments consulted Bengal, the Punjab and
g z the North-Western Provinces and Oudh
1080 80, 1 Betole: L0 stated that the question had never been
raised in those provinces; the Bombay Government stated that an institution
called the David Sassoon Industrial and
* An Act for the binding of apprentices which  Reformatory Institution had been estab-
empowe'rs a mnglst_rate to blnd over as lisbed at Bom'bay under India Act XIX*
oppretics s s ado,le, sy OBLED: £ 1550 for. tho beneft of both malo nad
: female children but that there was no
accommodation available in that institution for girls-and that an enquiry made in 1588
as to. whether female juveniles were sentenced so frequently as to necessitate any
provision for them had resulted in its being found unnecessary to make any arrange-
ments for them. It wasalso stated that since then the question had not been revived.
On further consideration of the question, the Government came to the conclusion
6.0., 815, Educutional, 10th Octobey 1895,  (at sufficient grounds did not exist for
; = the establishment of a reformatory school .
for girls and the legislation by which such a measure must be necessarily preceded.
The Inspector-General of Prisons was, however, directed to report whether some central
jail could not be set aside as a depot to which all female juvenile prisoners could be
sent, special provision being made for their segregation and special treatment in such
a manner as to prevent their being corrupted by contact with older and more hardened
: A e criminals. In his letter, No. C. 1566,
90. 00010 and ool B dated 7th November 1895, M. Curdew
stated that the number of girls admitted into the jails of the Presidency during 1894
wus only 95 of whem more than two-thirds (65) were admitted into sub-jails And




remarked that the concentration of these prisoners w ho must have been senfenced to

periods not exceeding thirty days in a central jail was impossible owing to obvivus con-
sideration of time and distance. As regards juveniles convicted for more than a month

(thirty) he said that it would be possible to collect them in a central jail exeluding such -

as were eonvicted in the four northern and the two western districts amd suggested the

Coimbatore central jail as a place where accommodation could be provided without

much outlay and where adult females were rarely received. Tle also remarked that
the removal of female children to such a distance from their homes weuld eertainly
constitute a severe punishment and that proper measures for their due restoration to
their friends on release would be imperative, as it would not be desirable to send back
released girls in charge of male escorts and as they could not be turned adrifc at the
juil gate with a railway pass. In conclusion he said that it would be much better to
amend Act V of 1876 and to establish a small female reformatory in connection with
some recognized orphanage or school. S

2. Meantime the question of amending Act V of 1876 was taken up by the Gov-
: : ernment of India and many of the officers
Vide notes in G.Os, 609, 610, Educational, -

Fioonbonlagg ; _ the desirability of amending the definition
of the term ¢ youthful offender ” in the draft Bill so as to include ** juvenile female con-

. : ; viets ” also.  The Government of India
Lietter. No. .6, Jails - 269, 25th May 1896, - 31¢0 forwarded a communication in which
({gg%ages 13—14 of G.O., 609, 2ud October they stated that in connection with the

Bill it had been suggested to them that it 5

might be desirable to provide reformatory schools for female Juvenile eriminals in
India, and requested to be furnished with the opinion of this Government on the
propesal and as to the manner in which provision could be made for the reception and
training of girl criminals. Enquiry was also made as to whether there wero any
industrial or otherprivate institutions in the Madras Presidency in which such criminals
could be kept. In reply the Government
of India was informed that this Govern-
: ment was entirely in fayour of the proposal
that girl criminals should be brought within the seope of the Bill, that there were no
mdustrial schools or institutions in which they could be received and that the namber
of offenders of this description was so small that there was ‘1o necessity for maintain-
ing a separate reformatory school for them. It wasadded that the necessity for confining
girl offenders in some place other than a jail might become in the course of a few years
a matter of pressing importance and that if the present opportunity was not taken to
amend the Bill, thete would then be occasion for regret that it had been allowed to
pass. This Government also said that there would be no difficulty in establishing a
depot at one of the central jails to which all girl criminals sentenced to periods of over

Letter 610, Educational, 2nd October 1896
para. 3. : :

three months could be sent and confined apart from older conviets, The reply of the

Government of India to the proposal will be found in G.0O.,” No. 299, dated 2ist
February 1898. The definition of the term © youthful offender ” was not amended as
suggested by this Government, but the Government of India stated that the Sceretary
of State thought that effect should be given as far as may be found proper and reason-
able to the suggestion made that a depot should he established at one of the central
jails to which all girl criminals sentenced to periods of over three months’ imprisonment
G.0., 269, 21st February 1898, couid be sent. The Inspector-General of
: : - Prisons was thereupon asked to submit
proposals for giving effect to the suggestions of the Secretary of State. Though this
* e , - suggestion originated from the Inspector-
Log%if’ 50]’5261% giggﬁnggsr a0 e Qenera_l of Pljisons, that ofﬁce}' on recon-
: ron sideration pointed out certain practical
difficulties in the way of establishment of such a depot. e
These were—~"' ; : : :
(1) the great diStan‘rc'es,over, whieh girls would have to be sent.
(2) the provision of suitable escorts en route. e

(3) the selection of a jail which was fairly central and which possessed
suitable accommodation, : :

consulted by this Government suggested

in this Presidency was inconsiderable, and that this number woul :
by the fact that, owing to the absence of railway accommodation with South Ca
S S R ~and the distance from the centre of
~ But such dlstrlgzci{s m’lfht 2& ieft outl_hll dlﬁlilculties' Presidenéy of the districts of Ganj
were removed. Lo Act or rules might give ! VL S i e !
diseretion s to areas to which the enﬁctfeut - Vizmgapatam, 51’1? 2 ouldbe 1 s
‘applied. : ~ ble to transter girl criminals from
N G S Fonbrs distriets; and even in the case
: - i more conveniently-situated di
doubted whether it would be advisable to remove girl criminals to a ce
The question of the expense involved was another consideration against the e
ment of such a depot.  Lastly it was pointed out that the Penitentiary was th
convenient place for the location of the depot and that arrangements had already be
made in that jail on a small scale for separating girls from adult female priso
3. The Government coneurred with the Inspector-General of Prisons th
objections to the establishment of a central depot for girls were weighty and :
: ; T action in the direction suggested was
Letter No. 900, dated 11th June 1898, hardly admissible. - The Government o
.  India was informed accordingly,
4. There are no later papers on the subject of the provision of a separate place
confinement for juvenile female convicts. ‘'L'he Reformatory school at Chingleput :
preseut affords accommodation for 160 boys, but when the additions and lmprovements
recently sanctioned are carried out it will accommodate 250 youths, |

A. SRINIVASA AIYANGAR—2-9-02.

- It was said that the number of girls for whom provision ¥

J.C.—=

Please add figures for the last five years showing, as regards males, |
Reformatory aceommodation failed to suffice for juveniles convicted. Also e

state the grounds which led to fixing 250 as the number of boys who can be accom
4 _

For the Under Secwet;wg/——

The following is a statement showing the number of youthful offenders
admitted in jails and those admitted in the Reformatory during the By

- 1901 :—

2 c Lol : Reformatory
Years. : - Jails. : i}t school.

NO.
District and Central jails - } 23
Sub-jails G o = g p
Vistrict and Central jails Lo 5 } 35
Sub-jais ’ e &
District and Central jails }

Sub. jails % o

District and Central jails

Bab-jails 5 5 A }
District and Central jails }
Sub-jails Xy 5

41
39 hlie

28 ;

It will be seen that while the number of juveniles admitted in district
central jails averaged 150 a year, the number of admissions into the Reformato
only 33 on the average. Allowing for the fact that all the youths se:
imprisoument in a district or central jail may not be considered fit subjects
Reformatory, there is no doubt that a considerable number of oys wh
haye been sent to this institution were detained in jails. The annual rep
show that no pupils were refused admission into the school fo
dation during the yoars 1898 and 1899, and that during 1897,

5, 18 and 38 vouths respectively were refused admis !




{0

~ of the Magistrates to bring ﬁp a']arsz;errnumber of youtﬁs for ‘cdltilﬁi-it;nient.l to the

Reformatory was probably due to the knowledge that there was uo room for them

there. but the fact that there wero not many refusals appears to have been taken into
consideration in fixing the accommodation in the Reformatory——please seo page 2 of

the notes in G.O., No. 417, BEducational, dated 22nd July 1902
A Skintvasa ATyAvGaR——8-9-02. :
C.’zwf Secretary— e ¥l : :
Submitted with reference to the Honourable Member’s*noté dated 1st J u’1y'190‘7.
| A, R. Knarp—9-9-02.

Honourable Member— i :
@G. 8. Fornrs—13-9-02.

What was mainly under my consideration on Ist July was the provision of female
reformatories. The Government of India have burked that by their Act of 1897 ;
and this Government disapproved of central depots: so there is an end of the mafter
apparently.

: J. T[Hous) N |--16-9-02.

For the Under Secretary—
The notes may now be recorded and printed up ? A draft is submitted below.
A. SRiNIvasa AITANGAR—18-9-02. Sl
They need not go into the volumes. Record in Mis, and print for record.
A. R. Knarp—19-9-02,
[G.0,, No, 1434, Judicial, dated 19th September 1902.]
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