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ProceepINGs OF THE Direcror or Pusric INsTrUCriow, dated 5th May 1903.

Report on the working of the Kumbakonam College during 1902.

Read the following letter from J. M. HENSMAN, Esq., Acting Principal, Government
College, Kumbakénam, to the Director of Public Instruction, Madras, dated
16th March 1903, No. 87 :—

I have the honour to submit my report on the working of the college for the
calendar year 1902.

2. Mr. H. S. Duncan was Acting Principal for nearly nine months of the year.
He gave over charge to me on the afternoon of the 24th September 1902.

3. Changes in the staff.—The change in Principalship has been mentioned. To
the lecturership that I vacated on my appointment as Acting Prineipal, M.R.Ry.
K. P. Gurusawmi Aiyar of the Presidency College was appointed, but he joined his
appointment only on the 11th Oectober 1902. Other changes were the following :
M.R.Ry. R. 8. Krishnasami Aiyar, acting fifth assistant lecturer (subsequently con-
firmed) was fransferred in February to the Teachers’ College, where he continues to
act, M.R.Ry. K. Srinivasapatrachar1 taking his place. In March, Muhammad Azam
Sahib was appointed acting lecturer and relieved M.R.Ry. K. P. Gurusami Aiyar.
He went on nine months’ furlough on the 11th August, M.R.Ry. K. R. Duraisami
Aiyar, acting first assistant lecturer, succeeding him as acting lecturer. In filling
up the place of the last-named officer, Messrs. V. R. Venkataramaiyar, T. V. Siva-
kumarasastri and T. T. Bhavanisami Rau, acting second, third and fourth assistant
lecturers, respectively, were each promoted one step, and Mr. A. Arnlanandham of the
Teachers’ College appointed to the vacant acting fourth assistant lecturership. Mr.
Arulanandam joined his appointment on the 13th November. There was considerable
disloeation of work, as usual, in consequence of the changes in the staff. But last
year, we were also left shorthanded for more than three months from the 12th August,
when Muhammad Azam Sahib went on leave, to the 13th November, when Mr.
Arulanandam joined and, during this three months, there was also a lecturership
vacant for sixteen days from the 25th September when Mr. Duncan’s furlough began
to the 11th October, the date on which Mr. Gurusami Aiyar joined his acting appoint-
ment. Various permanent changes also were made in the staff during the year, buf
as they were only on paper, I omit detailed mention of them in this place.

4. Library.—Appendix A shows in a tabular form the extent to which the
library was used, and the number of volumes added to the library during the year.
An examination of the register of books taken out reveals the fact that the books
coming under the head “Laterature ” in the table are nearly all such as bear directly on
the preseribed English texts or on the seience subjects (e.g., Ruskin's “ Unto this last’”
as supplementary reading for political economy) and that all that the students care
for in the way of general reading is only novels. And taking the average number
on the rolls during the last three years in the different classes, I further find that
while the average number of novels taken out in a year by each student of the junior
classes (F.A. and B.A.) ranges from 4 te 8, the average number for the senior classes
. lies be and two, showing how heavily the university examinatious press on
: The s xamination by compartments” would almost appear

neoomryﬁsnlt of an vverburdened B.A. curriculum.

{0 be the

~ the junior B.A. class, one had not put in the necessary attendance in the langunages
- and was consequently promoted only in the stience branch—mathematies. . Another
- student wanted six days to complete his attendance during the first term, and had
-~ to remain in the junior class this year. Two were allowed to continue theif studies
only in history and the second language, and three only in the lhnguages. i

~ responsi le for the different subjects.

- confirmed in this opinion by the fact brought to :my notice by M.R.Ry. V.R V
- kataramaiyar that three out of the six failures in mathematics were b} “ deficiency
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5. Stremgth.—The subjoined statement shows the strength of the college classes
at the close of the years 1901 and 1902. There is a fall in the strength of the B.A.
classes, this being ultimately traceable to what I may call two successive lean years
for the F.A. candidates at this station. The small junior B.A. of 1901 became a
small senior B.A. in 1902, and was not replaced by a larger one in the latter year.
The underselling in the matter of fees referred to by Mr. J. B. Bilderbeck in his
annual report of this college for 1895-96 continues, I have every reason to believe,
to unfavourably affect the strength of the B.A. classes in this college. We have no
quarrel whatever with the superior attractions of colleges in Madras though they
draw a great many students from this distriet : —

’ Sumber on rolls on the 31st December

1901. 1902.
AR A e i e o
T G O R I =T - YT
3 2 8| 8 o 8 R0 o e T i
2 2 2 2 EBolog | B 2 ]
SRR A me e el
B.A. Course— i AT o
Total strength 46 23 69 29 24 53
ge branch 37 23 25 24
Second language 39 | 23 28 | 24
Mathematics 17 8 T 3
History 15 12 12 17
Logic i e % s R it T 1R R 3 e .o 4 4 P ws s
F.A. Course 4 54 we & oo JE ey e 72 39 | 111 . | 61 72 | 123
Pasdl: <Y o 3 oo gl X, TGl ‘i .."v] 176

6 Appendix B shows the distribution of the students according to the districts :
to which they belonged. As has been the case for a number of years, the great bulk

of the students came from the Tanjore district. =~ : SRR S
7. Particulars regarding the classes of the eommunity from which the studerits

- were drawn, and their social and economie conditions are given in Appendix C.

8. Ezaminations—(1) Annual examinations.—The junior classes were examined in
December. Out of 72 in the junior F.A. class, eight’ were refused promotion. In

b

" (2) University ezaminations.— Appendix D. gives particulars of the: B.A. and-

- F.A. examinations. Of the two that passed the ¥.A.in the first ¢lass, one T. K.

ajagopalan obtained the first place in the Presidency. The F.A: results were much
better than in 1901, and would have been still better but for the very unusual number

. of failures in history in a year when the number of failures in English was, as was
~ anticipated, very low. But only one failed in history alone. Physiology claimed

the next highest number of failures. : : _
3 endix E gives the number of failures in each éubjoct and the

‘ ~ As will appear from Appendix D, in English twelve passed out of the twenty-
three that actually underwent the I3.A. English examination, a result that exceeded

‘anticipation as the class as a whole gave us the most unpromising material we had to g
- work on during the last five or six years. But the gain in English led, as was to be

expected, to loss in some at least of the science subjects. The mental capacity of a
rather large proportion of the boys was so limited that it was nearly impossible for
them to master more than one or two of the subjects at the same i am
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SRIGE ,&»‘.',qu‘:,.\}. & : g :
altogether a surprise that only one passed in each of the
s and logie. In history the results were very good. As
r reminds me, this is the fifth time in succession that the

wl ‘be regarded as a decided success in this subject. The

mqltstm excellent, considering the very tryi rs that
) languages. Apart from the unusual naturZ of Zl‘:;gqgslt’?ons set,
 were almost the size of small pamphlets, the mere careful reading

qceupied no small part of the time allotted to the papers. With
was a great satisfaction to find that Tamil and Sanskrit each

q
of which ac
: and 'éckélarshi}r;s.—'ll'he', followin'g students have been recom-
medal, and the Beauchamp and Muppanar prizes, and your

... Morris medal.
Beattixch)amp and Muppanar’s prize (English composi-
on). .
Beauchamp and Muppanar’s prize (mathematics).
: Do. do. (history).
s Do. do. (logic).

The Sﬁbmhmanynm scholarshi;;s vwere held b);—
B.A. class. . : F.A. olass.
(1) N. Ramaiya. (3) V. Kuppu Rau.
(2) G. Ramudu. (4) S. R, Kasinathan.

The Edward Bird scholarship was held by R. Krishnasami Sastri.
10. The services of non-gazetted officers were verified and brought up to date.

11. The by-laws laid down in the University calendar were followed.

12. The discipline of the college was all that could be desired and the tutorial
system worked satisfactorily. Seven meetings were held during the year.

13. The Literary Society did fairly good work. But the interest in the working
of the society during the latter half of the year seemed to require constant external
stimulus, and the number of meetings were fewer than usual. The success of the
society seems to rise and fall with the varying personal influence of the office-bearers

from year to year. The work of the Tamil society also appeared to have flagged last
vear, the cause apparently being the same. _

14. Foot-ball fully maintained its popularity. In addition to the usual inter-
tutorial matches, others were played with teams from the local Town High school,
one with a team composed of past students of this college and one with a team at
Tanjore—in all of which our college teams were the winners. Interest in tennis, I
am sorry to say, has continued to fall off, and badminton and fives have remained
stationary. No college sports were held during the year.

In Appemhx F will be found the usual statement of receipts and charges of the
Recreation club.

15. In the following table will be found the financial condition of the college for
the last two years :(— '

: Receipts.

1 8936 110

4

~ 16. General—Some of the reolptentsofboththe Pwan“Pé{:q J ;@%

manyam scholarships in former years continued to send contributions
~ Fund, and the fund was in consequence in a fairly prosperous condition 1
 The new library room sanctioned in G.0., No, 1925 W., dated 10t 3
~ and the hostel have at last been taken in hand, and I am happy to b v
 that building operations will be commenced at once. It only remains for me to state
hat I have no doubt Mr. H. S. Duncan would endorse if he were hm,ﬂ:at every
‘member of the teaching staff worked with unabated interest and. mg)ﬂming the I
Af’mq.:‘ % ; : , ‘ R
niladdus B

Avpenpix A,—@General and consulting ls'br.'ary.

Ty 3

Bi Litera- o E | ¥
fogra- | items- | Nowels. | TRt | Beionce. | Logio. |

g 107 48 4
9 83 17 2
17 125 1475 | 38
26 206 | 29

.. e LA .
v . . -

it
Books taken by the members of the staff
Books take fom the cae Horuios

Grand Total

edd iy

Bt

. than Diction-
"nioo——Shol! B.

T
Senior B.A. .. Ty 189
Junior ,, .e gt . ; : 260
Senior F.A. ., .. o 653
Juanior ,, 32 { 4

’ : 2,060

Gonsultations by members of the stafl .. | 258
Total . S 2,318

The number of volumes added to the library during the YGa'r'was Y Sakage

SN A :
CHOR St

ApeeNpix B.—Distribution of students according o the districts.

vi
v
#

ol Trichino-| Soath | Tinme- |
Tmote. 3“‘“" poly, Arcot. 'dly. B

27
21
51
7
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3. Library.—The number of volnmes in the hb at t e begxnm
mmotbeenmportedasrequnedmlast yearh}rev;em.'y ,b ﬁg '
4. Strength and attendance.—The strength of the dollege showe&
'm 180 to 176. The mathematics section was very weak m@ﬂm act, coupl
th the very poor results obtained in the B.A. degree examination, sh 1t
yjeet demands greater attention. o8 ¢
: :  b. Ezaminations.—At the First examination in Arts the college achieve
4k 2 g it A.gnm ])r_wzg of eaaminations. , |  success than in the previous year, though the percentage was stnll low 'wbut atﬂw
BRRELY SO T T ; il - B.A. degree examination the results in mathematies and logic were very disz :
S e e Number passod. : g _ & d this the Principal attributes to the generally inferior mental calibre of
: 2 , should have been observed at the time of the annual college examinations, and
students who were evidently unable to complete the course in the S
should not have been promoted. The large number of failures in lﬂatory in ﬂm
.A,Jenmmauon has not been accounted for. - .

6. Finance.—Including a special charge of Rs. 448, the nature of which shonld'
reported, the expenditure during the year was Rs. 37 062, while the receipts were
BI040, The net oostwas thus Re 24418 against Bs. 24 046 tho provious

AEE ¥

‘BA'.', Ensliﬁ i e ‘ . & gn&l:he net cost per student rose from Bs. J47 to Re. 149, . eyl sityad «
oy 0 { SRR ‘The administration of the college dunng the year was fairly satldae‘tm'y

> Mathematics .. ..

:lxil::_n:y/:: o , ', oo o (A true Extract.)

Class.

Percentage for 1901.
Pereentage for 1902

W

e rJS »)b\*’ W Q\X A&phﬁb)E —Failures in F.A. | ‘ b ; ) ‘g ”

ot e Fumber Pncs S e : Director of Public Imtﬁtciwu.
H. 8. Duncan, Esq.

5 g(r?‘ugﬁamm:é isz?;m Skhib. “ e Principal, Kumbakinam College, with five spare copies.

Mr. K. P. Gurusami Aiyar. the Principals of other Government Colleges.

% 4 'Inspeotor of Schools, Southern Circle.
Sanskrit .. ... . g %:;wml)ﬁdm 5 " $he Assistant Inspector of Schools, Tanjore-Trichinopoly Division.

Tamil _ 13 M.RRy. V. R. Venkataramaiyar. Copy to the Collector of Tanjore, for information.
‘j“ﬁﬁk! e & S B R mi Rau, ., Editors, Indian Journal of Educahon and Educational Revi,
91 Moessrs. K. Sundararada; Rt od B R, B : ., Government, with C.L. "
sami Aiyar. 1 2
15 Mr. 8. Narayanasami Aiyar.
1 ’

o
English ..

¥

s

AppeNpIx F.—Recreation club.

Ghnrgu..

Tennis .. i,
ball i

Foot
Establishment .,

Balance on the 1st January 1903
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