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Special Test Examinations.

that the Governor in Council is not at present prepimd to adopt the estions of
Revenue in regard to the splitting up of the Revenue and Criminal ﬂf& into two
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| 1902, Mr. Pinhey’s suggestion that candidates for the Revenue Test

~ whether it should be allowed to continue in Madras,

o

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,

REap—the following paper :—

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis. No. 760 dated 6th
Mareh 1903, :

Read-—again Board’s Proceedings, No. 260, dated 12th November 1902 considerin
it unnecessary and undesirable to issue a rule requiring caindidates fo%
appointments carrying a salary of more than Rs, 20 in the huzur anq
subordinate offices to pass Revenue Test, Lower; and referring to the
Commissioner for Government, Examinations for remarks the suggestion of
the Collector of Malabar that candidates for the Revenue 'l‘estg ma l?
allowed to pass it in compartments. A e

—

Read—the following letter from E. H. ELLIOT, Fsq., 5.a. Secretary .
sioner for Government Examinations, toq the S’ecretar;r}totc;};:e]g;:;‘(tlﬂlsi
Revenue (Land Revenue), dated Madras, 4th February 1903, No. 11 /2-D .1
In paragraph 4 of the Board’s Pr oceedings, No. 260, dateq 12th November
to pass the examination in sections or compartments was referreq to S)’égggn?; ?Sli;)(;']eg
for remarks. I have the honour now, by direction, to inform you that the (‘-ommi(;-
sioner does not approve of the suggestion. It is true, as pointed out, that this cou
is followed in the B.A. and B.L. degree examinations, but the cases can hard] r;e
said to be analogous. The Revenue Test comprises only four subjects, and ca{] d.e
dates have to answer only four papers. In the B.A. and B.I, degree éxaminatiol:.
the number and variety of the.sul')]egts may be held to justify their division int:
groups or branches, each of which in itself is more comprehensive than the Revenye
Test,—to say nothing of the difference in the standards. I may mention ‘that the
system of examination by com ents in the case of the B.A. degree examination
is not followed in Bombay or Caleutta, and it is a question under consideration now

In the same paragraph of the Board’s Proceedings an opinion is ex
the large number of fa'ill)nrqs. in the Revenue Test is due It)o the difﬁlt)ﬁ:;egf t?;:
examination and to the inability of clerks in the midst of heavy office work to fing
time to study simultaneously all the subjects prescribed. It aiter a pernsal of the
question papers that have been set in recent years, and a reconsideration of {}, 5
question, the Board is of opinion that the standard is too high, the Commissioner will
have no objection to any proposals that may be made for lowering it, but he dosiice
me to add that the examix(;el;1 selectedbby him tf(:ir ihe k;mrk are,
officials of experience, and they may be expected to know the rqtirementa’e
department :ﬁ what the proper sfandard ought to"be. 1If the ?ailures are fmz}::
numerous than they ought to be, the reason, he thinks, is not fay to seek. More
than half the candidates that appear for the Revenue Test appear for other tests also’

simultaneously. If candidates in their eagerness to qualify at once for appointments

as a rule, revenye
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No. 162, Epucarionar, 9rr Aprrn 1903, : (

for which more than one test is prescribed will bring up two or more tests at the

same time, when they have little or no leisure for preparation, failure is all that they

can expect.

Resolution—Mis. No. 760, dated 6th March 1903. | i

In its Proceedings, No. 168, dated 18th July 1902, the Board invited the
opinions of Collectors on the question of the advisability of preseribing the Revenue
- Test, Lower, as a sine qua non for appointments arrying a salar;: of more than Rs. 20
per mensem in huzur and subordinate offices, and in submitting his reply the

Collector of Malabar brought to the Board’s notice infer alia the failure of a large

number of clerks to pass the test by reason of the number of subjects that had to be
brought up at one and the same time, and suggested that candidates for the test

should be allowed to pass it in eompartments,

2. Mr. Pinhey’s suggestion was referred to the Commissioner for Government

Examinations, and in his letter read above Mr. Stuart has expressed his disapproval

B GF the proposal. The Board regrets, however, that it cannot altogether agree with

the Commissioner. The majority of the men who appear for the special tests are
hard-worked officials with little leisure at their command and many of them.g.re
;ihid(ﬂe ‘aged men who cannot master a number of text-books with the same facility
as more youthful students. It is hardly reasonable, therefore, to expect from them

~ !g"amsam e quantity and quality of work as is required from students who have youth

£ s

ir side and the whole of their time at their disposal. Some concession either in
on ‘thg:;;s;r quality might well be made, the Board thinks, to such men without

- prejudicing the object which Government has in view in making them pass these
pmmlmmaﬁ(ﬁls; the JCommissioner suggests that, if made at all, the concession should

in quality and that the standard should’be lowered, but this does not commend

g

' itself to the Board, which, on the contrary, would make the concession in quantity,

and while keeping the examination at its
present high standard, would allow it to be
passed in compartments. Such a conces-
sion indeed is to some extent desirable in
the interest of Government, since there is
reason to believe that a great many of the
g clerks and officials who now pass the
Board’s Sfﬂn%mlgko&de’:ds and the Special SPecial tests do so at the expense of the
. Village “&‘d s P time and energy which should properly
Tands Code. ' be devoted to the work for which they
are paid by Government, and this inter-
St Diotsivn. ference of the special tests with the dis-
B s i Basalatios. charge of the official duties would be
Toersis anfigfncome_m Manush. consxderg.bly. diminished under a system
m, P B Divieion. of examinations by compartments. =

: . 8. The Board therefore begs leave
e ovents (Thgher). to suggest to Government thé advgi:gbiliw
Cennrvar (Hicuer axp Loweg). of spﬁﬁn )

; A Division. Judicial Tests into two sub-divisions each
; g as shown in the margin and of givin,

. The ll:}ildd C"‘k‘ct candidates the option of bringing up one
f‘l‘he w1 O Bisiaion) 1 or more of these divisions at a time.
g " b anmm:l duilact Such a division will, the Board

ne e 0 %

Revesve Test (Hicaer).

A. Division.

Acts and Regulations.
llft;:elsntl:mpe, Excise, Customs and Income-
'~ tax Manuals. '
i B. Dirision.

F g

¢ han

Revesve Tesr (Lower).

Board_ thinks,
meet all the requirements of the case for
the present, : Ol 89

(True Extract.)

RIRE CUMMING,
Secretary.
Seotatuy to Government, Revenue department,. '

g up the Revenue and Criminal
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OrpEr—No. 162, Educational, dated 9th April 1903, ;

As at present advised, Government is not prepared to adopt the Board’s
suggestions, i

.

(True Extract.)

A. G. CARDEW,
Ag. Secretary to Governmmt

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).
» Hevenue department.
»  Commissioner for Government Examinations.

td that tho disposal must bo in Edueational, bu
course to this deputmenttor remarks, mdiff
’weredmenssedheresofarastheyrehtah

not more. It
olent intention that the
mory but to ensure a co
very little more than
1o doubt a fuller know

¥y submit, be remembered
certain of the higher :
: mfnl not to
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. The statement required by the Secretary is 0s fullows

cia, :h{ll“ﬂ-‘ivorki‘ng‘or othepv}ise,
3. Tt is submitted that the splitting up of the examination

R PR into compartmeﬁts will
merely lead to those men passing who are not reall ualified f i 3
and whom therefore we don’t want to see pass. 71 or the designated posts

e N K. MARJORIBANKS—13-3-—03.
1 quite agree with this view, and would submit that

this sort might well have been considered by the Full Bo

very bad thing to make the passing of th

memory and this is what it would become, i

want the examination made so that only

sub-divided, everybody will pass it as mere boys.

an important suggestion of
ard. 1 think it would be a

M. Hmmcx-—l4-3—03.

I cannot in' the least agree that the tests
experience as against the book student,

2. In my opinion the chief value of the tests is that they te -
what he wants—to put his finger ou the authority for Whatyhe !ticile:}zﬁroﬁxmﬁltto ffind
in transacting daily business. There is no section of the examination gh' ;10 0)
officials can atford to let drop while reading up another, TN

3. How ridiculous to let a Magistrate mug up his Penal ()
Procedure! Or to let a Tahsildar mug up his Revenue I,
Standing Orders.

4. I disapprove the Board’s proposal thou
by Under Seeretary and Secretary.

de and forget his
aw, and forget the Board’s

gh not precisely on the grounds stated

H M W[mmnnormn}-l?-s}-o&
o the Educational department.

M. Havmiog—] 9-3-03.

| | EJ)UCA'HON;L Deparrypyr,
The draft placed below may issue.

K. E. Rauax Usn1 Navar—23-3-03.
P. T. THaryax—23-3-03.

May issue as revised,-

F. HANNYNGTON;23—3-—03’.

/

Before issuing the Government order, I should like a little information on the
question how far the number of men passing the Revenue and Judicial (Criminal)
tests annually, say last five years, is sufficient to meet the annual demand for promg.-
tion to the grade of Revenue Inspector and above. The figures of passes (includip

- 1902-1903) should be tabulated and compared with the strength of Revenug’,,‘

establishments. ‘ :
C ot i replying, please put up the Government orders which added the S
Customs Manual and three others to the Revenue Special test, s

‘A, G, CarDEW--24-3-03.

StaTeMENT showing the number of pasees in the Révenué and

for the past five years and the number of appointmen

departments for which these tests are prescribed.

Number of appointments for which the tests are MM s

Revenue.

.

Lower. Higher,

do in practice favour the man of .

g g

: . ; ok
Huzur Sarish- (1) Deputy (1) Tahsildars .. 160| (1) Deputy
(lt);dan G i 508 (()Jollegtora .+ 79/(2) Talug Sarish- - | Collector
(2) English and (2) Uncovenanted tadars  (when
ernacular Assistants  in | also  Mugis-
Head Clerks in the Board of trates) . ot
Collectors’ Kevenue ) (8) Deputy
offices .. .o 41[(3) First Assist- Tahsildars in-
(2) labsildars .. 160! ant, Second cluding Station-
(4) Depury Assistant, ary und Town
‘f'ahsildars ilegistrar, Head Mugistrates .. 284
including Clerk and other (4) Sarishtadars
Btationary and Clerks on and Head
Town Sub- Rs. 70 and
Magistrates .. 284 upwardsin the
(6) Taluq Sarish- Revenue Secre-
tadars and tariat ., .. U
Talug Head
Acconntants .. 161
ubordinate .
(Gl)i;db?hsisfan’t - | District Police |
and  general (62013:1" . iy 400
charge Deputy ) mina/ ;
Colleg:taoxs’ Appeals Clerk
Head Clerks .. 78 and  Criminal
(7) Revenue ) Revision cases
Inspectors .. 657 Clerk  in the
; High Court .. 2

L :
SR TN

o .
s

!

|

219 ;148

 The number of appointments for which the revenue test, higher or lower, is

od is 1,497 or say 1,600 in round number. If the annual vacancies be calculated

0 per cent.—they may be more—150 men should qualify every year, but the

e of the last five years is only 116. One however hearg little or nothing

y dearth of passed candidates. The same vemark applies to the criminal
—but here at least several probationary inspectors are temporarily exempted.

e Haﬁnxmerbﬁéﬁ?—v-&‘ﬁ-os‘,"

"The Honourable Member in charge of Education should see the draft order,

is perhaps too soon to judge fairly of the effect of G.0., No. 80, Educational,
ﬁth February 1902, but there can be little doubt that the addmon of the four
als—Excise, Sea Customs, Income-tax and Special Funds, to the Revenue test
slaced a considerable extra burden on examinees. The view expressed in

yne notes that the majority of those who appear for the examinations
ege is, of course, entirely opposed to the facts as seen in the muf

ndidates are almost all clerks. 1t is rash to prophecy, so I me{l:

to be a diminishing number of men who pass the Revenue tests, a Bxl

Government may have to relax the rules in one direction or another.

' only argament of the Board that requires consideration is that their ordinary
ybyrfl‘:eir attempts to pass the tests. Against this is the opinion of the
er that candidates seek to pass tco many tests at one time,

s A.G.Ciroew—20-8-03,




7. T[mowsox]—31-3-03,
from the Commissioner and h may
bly he is wrong. Please ezamine

3 A G 0AR]>_1§~W—-—1-—4;035 :

show readily in what subjects a candidate appeared.
he Commissioner’s office that of the 238 candi- , T
] 2, only 127 applied for revenue higher e » - .

_ > also. The corresponding figures for ~ The Board of Revenue, .

those for 1900, 238 and 116, Similarly 341 went in for -1 e i

tests in 1902 and 212 for revenue lower alone, the co Lo i _ Land Bemenye,
: d those for 1900, 564 and 306, respectively. e

correet in his statement that candidates seek to pass too

F. HanyvNeroN—6-4-03.

pot ¢ j Draft passed as altered.

A. G, CARnEw—-7—4‘-03.‘

il T[nouson]—-8-4-03.'
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SUBJECT.

Bugeasting to Govoarnmont he
£ s et

ithe Revenus and Criminal Tests

BACK PAPERS. .\ s
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FURTHER PAPERS.




Qrmzhitign of the Board of Lebenne

(Land Revenue).

No. 760 Miscallancous, datad 6th March 1903,

Ths Hon.Mr.H.A.Sim, ..
: a2 C Y A

; »*
‘C;o N§\_ﬂ M *Road again Board's Procﬂ(“d"m s, No. 260, dated 12th No-

~12.02.
7 vnmber ’&OO?, ' c‘q%idorlnb if,,,,.-umeeesnarv and und sirabls to

+ isshe‘a %16 reqﬁir.ﬁi)\ canddda sns for appom'rnnnrs carryving

i ; 5 T 4,
a salary .sof'; mora tha.n Rs. 20/-‘1n %the Huzur and subordinata \\
%
Lovmr; and "“'EfQY‘!’in{f to the

vornmnnf anmina*im;g f‘or anr}’s

th cang‘idatns

Revonuo Thst imaj ho a1l owqri‘*t%&%mit I compartmants.

inb lf‘ftmr fY'om I‘,. g . Bl ioL I«sq.'rB:,',‘A.‘,
> N R LT )
aissioner For Gpvornmnnt dem nat ions,
SGc?"ota.r'" to *7'1 oard of Rovonue, Iaqnd Revanue,
«N\
y datsad 4th Fobruary 19203:
6t the Boarg\ s Proenodings, No. 60 damd
&P 1 GME sugzrestion that candidates for

n
mpa.rtments was refarrad to the Commissionnr for
e
I hava the honour, now, by di rection' to inform yon

tof the sugzgnsti

dated,
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