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GOVERNOR OF MAD

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, R T

. We the undersigned members of the Viswabrahmin Community, (Commonly
: known as goldsmiths in the Northern Circars—Ganjam, Vizagapatam, Mmm :
- and Krishna Districts—) beg leave on behalf of ourselves and our mmm% .
5 Jarge, to approach Your Excellency on the most momentous event of the Corc g
Celebration of His Royal Majesty the King Emperor Edward VII and pray Your -

Excellency’s Government will be most graciously pleased to confer on the school- .
going students of petitioner’s community equal privileges with the Mahomedansand i

- Oriya students in allowiug them to pay the school fees at half the rate in alltﬁp T
recognized schools and colleges in the Northern Circars. Petitioners beg to pray
that the concession desired may be incladed in the many Royal favours that may be

_conferred on His Majesty’s subjects on that auspicious occasion.

- That Gaingas (oil-pressers) and members of the petitioner’s community o{ :
- Sooth Canara District, presented a joint address to vour Excellency'inASephinbg_‘
- 1901, praying for a similar concession. The point was referred to the Director, who o
- recommeuded the former, on the ground that they are unable to carry out their

- profession, during the monsoon season for 4 months and that machine ‘mills bﬂi’ ‘

- been working against their profession. The Director opined that no concession.
need be extended to the latter, as they are carpenters and goldsmiths and as such
they can earn their wages by following their respective callings. The Government
was thereupon pleased to admit the tormer class only into “backward classes.
- Some members of the pdtitioners’ community of Vizagapatam and Ganjam Districts
~ sent in a memorial, copy herein enclosed, in general terms to the Director. The
Director was not pleased to comply with the request, perhaps under the impression
that they are following a paying profession, as the memorial itself was silent on
~ various points now dealt with to prove the contrary in his order Dis: N'O.& :
dated 19-9-1901. That the petitioners have now proved below, as conelus
as possible, that the five professions which they W"exclnuiv.oly:
‘have completely fallen off under the altered condition of India of today,
- people of other castes having taken them up indiscriminately and
- quence they are grinding the sorrowful mill of poverty from time immemo ‘
$hat these facts are so evident that they require no further proof and that petitioners’
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P
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mmunity deserve more encouragement and help from the government than the

) L
% .

said Gaingas, to whom the concession was extended simply on the ground that they
cannot carry out their profession for 4 months only during the m soon seaso g

.

o —7‘Potitioners beg to submit the follosing grounds in support of their Lumble
prayer, : g

- 1. That their community has been labouring under many social disadvantages
- owing to the internecine hatreds and Jealousies existing between different castes.

.
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- 2. That petitioners have, from time immemorial, been performing, as tbéir"

birth right, the five professions of goldsmith,” carpenter,” blacksmith, brasss-smith
and sculptore. ‘

3. That on account of the jealousy of caste against caste and the special
hatred and dislike of some castes against petitioners’. community, the pages of their
history are replete with tales “of sévere persecutions, inhuman slaughters, banish-
ments and proscriptions of a type unknown tothe human beings in the land in
genieral; that the petitioners’ community are freed most miraculously from the said
evils.and  iniquities under indigenonsrulers; and yet from a material point of view,
the status of the petitioners’ community was better off under indegenous rulers than
aunder the British rule; the reasons being briefly as tcliow:—-

(a) Under the British rule, the Hinduideals of life- and conduct ~have: been:
completely changed under the new conditions that have come to prevail in the land,
no doubt, éducation having been brought within "the reach of all. 'Freedom of
spéech and action are made the free gifts of India. ' The land itself is purged from
the most galling prejudices and cankering customs.  The result is, the old order has :
totally changed giving place to the new. Hindus who were before guided scrupu.
ld’ué]yf by the hard and fast rules of caste and professions, have now so far advanced .
that ‘the people of different castes are indiscriminately following the professions they
liké*most, whetlier they are, or are not ordained by sastras and customs. Hence ig
it'observable that peép]e of other. castes have iargely become carpenters, iron,.smi[hs,
brass-smiths, goldsmiths, and sculptors. Thus the old fabric of India in society is
noéw quite altered, ' ;

~ (b) Petitioners’s commaunity. being artisaas avd being less advanced, not
haviog come under the influence of Engiish education, havefailed to bewake them-
selves to professions not their own, nor have they yet opéned their eves to the
sweeping changes that are coming over the land. They are unfortunutely the last._
people to appreciate and follow the golden princivle of adapting themselves to the
times and the new conditions that have come ro prevail with the advent of the British
rale. - Hencé they remain néw what they weré before, 3 :

(c) That t.bg p.etipioners’.community have for reasons stated ab-.ve, a “keen.:
struggle for existence, the number of workmen having largely increased  while the s
wages and the demand for labour have counsiderably fallen. Native arts and rative’
iudustries have suffered greatly.

(d) Another most important factor which contributed to the deplorable condi-
tion of the petitioners’ community is this:-The all-enlightened British have brought .
with them into the land, their advanced sciences and arts aad in short everything.
that is the glory and the greatness of Great Britain. Hence is it that the whole of
Irdia is dotted over with workshops and manufactories. The more enterprising ot
the Indian people also-the petitioners’ community are by no means enterprising-
have imitated the rulers in opening firms and fatories. ~All sorts of machine-made
articles both imported and indegenous, are offered for sale in the open market in
every town and village at ‘very cheap rates, the consequence is, the demand for
machine laboar has increased in the land, while that for manual labour has considerably
fallen. Thas the fate of the petitioners’ community who !live entirely by mab}Jal :
labour-is miserably sealed and famine is an every day visitant of every artisan family.

(¢) That the petitioners’ community had the sole monopoly of preparing and
supplying the rulers of the land with all the implements of war, and they had. to
construct forts, temples, palaces and every furniture that was necessary for decorating
the Court and the palace. They bad to prepare the throne and the crown and all,
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the Royal Insignia besides diamond, gold and silver jewellery, worn both,by. the
Kings and Quéens.’ - They had’to prepare the agricultural implements and weapons
of offencé ard defence dnd all mechanical appliances. That this monopoly of the®
above fivéd professions and all meehanical arts ‘was peculiarly petitioners’ own, ‘the
people of other castes niot-being allowed by sastras, custom, and the rigour of social”
réiles; to encroach upon the professions’ of petitioners’ community on pain’ of "
exeommaunication and social odium. Hence they had-enough of work with the resalg

that they had enough of bread. -+« % i b e B 557
c-S. 3 y : d b

: AT b ST avio Snan SRS DRI
+ (f) .That the British on political grounds have by provisions of Indian Armas:
Act and: explosives -Act, prohibited the manufacture and sale of all arms ete. in" the:
Jand. Thas a considerable portion of the occupation of the petitioners, which they.
were follo‘wiug qn_@.gan_aing their b_read from, has been curtailed. - {0 weis bne

() That petitioners’ Community were second to none in architecture, sculpture,
painting, prospective and model drawing.and ornamenting.. The Hindu' tentples
that stand untouched by the destructive hand of time, testify to the matchless : glory:
-and ‘complicated desigu of architecture and sculpture and they conclusively prove,
tf}at petitioners community are naturally moulded for the branch of study and would,,
turn better Engineers than men of other castes, now produced by the Engineering;
C\o'l'le?ge's', as those born with the pencxl in the hand will handle it better. That:
India was subject to the iron sway of Mussalmans, who to spread far and wide theic.,
religion mercilessly destroyed and mutilated the temples and works on Indian
Architecare and amidst the eold blood that was shed in the hard co'ntesté?i‘, baftleg_,a
all the valaable hooks on fine ‘arts were lost. From Maya’s Sabha where lakes"
looked exactly like the dry floor and the dry floor like lakes, and from' what is said of ’
the Roval Artist who painted from the poor data of her palm and a hair from hep "

beautiful tresses a portrait of King Bhoja's wife, and lastly from the fact that the "

princes in ancient [ndia for Swayamvaram (free marriage) invited:applications from
all marriageable princes and that those applications were no other. than the portraits..
of the applicants, it can be clearly seen that the ancestors of the petitioner’s commu-:
nity were the master minds in all the fine arts. That the petitioners, with these;
facts before them, submit that they are incapable of studying the books on industrial,
Arts, mechanics and architecture, as they are mostly written in English and thus they:
are faring very badly off even in the branch which they may suppose a legitimatg .
one for them. Ve DL
e @ fameg wed g R o0
3 4 That petitioners’ community have not, in the. earlier .days of Dritish
l’l!l?, Seen abhle to appreciate the benefi:s of English education and as such, failed t, ,
take to English education. That to become good haqdi(ﬁrafésmen of the present day @
~—*%o become which is the be-all and end-all of the petitione;’al community .

and which they fervently believe will better them in+ that they can adapt.

themselves to Erglish methods of marufacturing and selling things, English

educition has become ‘a necessity, as all ‘the sciences and arts are to be found
inthat language only. ‘ : T R o

5 That in these days when education has become very costly:a‘md the material ‘,

condition of the petitioners’ community is daily drifting from bad to worse, it has -

bggzome quite impossidle for them to learn English without the sympathetic help of .
the Government, whose sacred and solemn duty is to better the fallen people. ;
That when the petitioners’ community are just begining to feel the tangible current
of English education which once passed by them unnoticed, and when ‘the few rich

among them are sending their boys to schools, the rueful effects of poverty and the

scale of higher fees are keenly felt and are working pari-pasu with the jealousy
and hatred of the privileged classes, to impede the slight march of education in their
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6 That people of other castes, having got the upper hand in the official circle,
are not inclined generally, owing to caste jealousy, to give the least encouragement
to petitioners’ community. That they being in the majority of cases the heads of
educational departments, no encouragement is held out to the student population,
owing to the same caste jealousy which unfortunately, in epite of liberal eduecation
and calture, gets the better of duty. Consequently the Government orders to
encourage artisans and thus increase their number in schools by aiding them with
freescholarships &c. are merely a dead letter. Thus the backward condition of the
petitioners’ community is due more to the apathy of other classes in Hindu society
rather than to the failure on their part to rightly calculate the benefits of English
education. The petitioner’s community are not less backward than the Mahomedans
and the Oriyas. They deserve more encouragement and hel p in that they are passing
through a crisis in the history of their community,

7. Thatinall their ccmmunity in Northern Circars there cannot be more than
60 students, not to speak of the fact that there are about 4 graduates, 2
undergraduates, about 10 Marriculates and almost none holding any public
position fetching more than Rs, 80 excepting one in the Godavery District. That in
the interests of both the ruled and the rulers, some of the petitioners’ community
should hold positions in public service, even on the principle of representation of
different castes in the governing functions.

8. That, though Governmeat has lent equal privileges and placed on equal
footing all the peoples in India, yet the Government will be pleased to take imto
consideration the previous coudition, the inherited scruples, the long torpor,
educational inactivity based upon the rigour of sastras and inexorable customs, in
lending their kind help to other backward communities.

9. That petitioners’ community have still the most galling prejudices. They
are the last people who resorted to fumine relief opened by Government in all the
famines that raged of lute. They do not take even water from any caste. Even for
the rooting out of such prejudices, of which they are tied hand and foot, English
education is a sheer necessity. That it is also necessary that thev should learn
English Language in as much as they are not conversant with the right methods of
ventilating their grievances in a fitting way to the Government and therefore justice
is generally withheld from them, when so much of caste-spirit is rampant now.

10. That petitioners beg to submit that the Government has been pleased to
exempt many individuals from passing the requisite examinations and has conferred
upon them highest appointments above their educational qualifications, more especi-
ally in cases where they belong to backward classes and also in some particular
cases of special sort on public and political grounds.

11. That petitioners, as stated in the opening paragraph, which sets forth their
humble prayer, beg to take this golden opportunity of tke Coronation Celebration for
memoralising your Excellency’s most benign Government to grant the school going
students—now a microscopic minority, which your Excellency may quite see to it
from the school statistics— the most coveted privilege of allowing them to pay half
fees in all recognized schools and Colleges in the Northern Circars—a backward part
in the Madras Presidency. *

For which act of kindness petitioners shall, as in duty, bound ever pray.

: r 2. ’ ar (;rrl/_
NB._ % Corresporiotence may be honotly acdresse &b T Arnrayi Raw Berh armpore, |

Memorialists beg to subscribe,
Your Ezcellency’s most obedient and loyal servants,
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The Bivector of Public Fnstruction,
MADRAS.

May 17 pLEAsE Your - HoNos,

We’ M /0((11.~»a/~w14u1“.( Comm 01/,..,“,,_“17 [/M—L&(w‘[} k{_“w i

’piﬂfao(“.ffu—) (} /Z,( L;Q4(/;’lcr: D'"D]/‘)iu?uﬁ()(/ﬂ(‘k )54‘6‘_'7;(."6‘,

beg leave on behalf of ourselves and our Community at large to approach your
honor with this humble appeal.

1. While we constitute a large portion of this District, Education tkat
fairy prince who with his magic touch has awakened the slumbering liberty of India
is beyond our grasp for reasons dilated below:—

2. With the most grateful heart we admit that much has been done by the
benign Government to elevate our social status and to uplift us in the scale of civiliza-
tion, but you are well aware of the fact that there still remains very much to be done

- 'in that direction, and we trust and hope that Government will be pleased to concede

~ been benefited by this G. 0., an

to all reasonable requests to promote our well-being.

3. First above all, the main grievance calling, we venture to think, for im»
mediate redress, 1s that the recent educational rules regardi schoo}-feeq have
become an obstacle in the way of the hither-to slight progress of education in our
Community.

4. We are glad to state that the Government were pleaged to pass a G. 0.,

to the effect that school-fees to those sects who avail themselyes only to a small

extent of the facilities for education should be reduced by half. But we regret to
state that Mohamadans and Oryas who occupy a higher level than we do, have

X whereas, we, who deserve the privilege much better,
are unfortunately left to groan under this desideratum. To use an impressive term,
we are estopped, so to speak, to avail ourselves of the delicious fruits offered by
this G. 0., which has become more or less a dead letter to us. -

5. Thus we being left far behind in the race of learniug and prevented by

diverse causes from fully availing ourselves of the manifold blessings which the
British Government has so kindly conceded to India, are now occupying the most
deplorable position in the scale of Indian Communities. X £éb

. 6. The present state of backwarcness would not have been our lot, had we
opened our eyes to see what new course the times had taken, what changes had

“been occuring around us, and had we waked up a little earlier to the benefits of

B;iliah Education and cast ourselves in the moulé of western civilization along :
ith other sects of Hindoos. '

7. Ignorant of the history of other nations, of the cause of their rise and
fall, incapable of understanding our presgnt position and influenced by the deep-
rooted iguorance, we at first looked upon jjaglish Education as quite useless.




2 .

8. This unenviable ignorance long held possession of our minds, and we,
in consequence lagged behind in the race of learning, while our far-seeing\br
Communities understanding that the only way to eminence lay in lear the

language of the rulers, began to freely educate their children as soon ag the first

opportunity offered itself. ’

9. We unfortunately did not timely urderstand that we too should change
with the change of times, that we could not possibly place ourselves on a par
with other communities if we could not come in contact with our rulers, and that
we could not come in direct contact with otir rulers unless we possessed a direct
knowledge of the language of the former.

3

10. As years rolled on, we gradually‘opened our eyes and began to feel but
very recently the importance of English Education and send our children to schools,
which our kind-hearted Government zjcnd Zemindars have established for the benefit
of the public. i : .

11.. When we are just beginning to feel the tangible current of English
Education which once passed by us unobserved, when the few rich among us are just
availing themselves of the facilities afforded by the sympathetic Government with

4 view to raise the intellectual tone of many a falled community, and when we are

just raising our heads a little above the depths, of stolid ignorance, the rueful effects
of poverty and the scale of higher fees'are very keenly feit and are working ' pari-
pasn to detriment the slight march of education in our community. This new
system puts our boys to serious inconveniences which reduce instead of increasing
the number of the sckool-going population to a microscopic minotity.

12.  Notwithstanding the priceless boon of higher education, the invaluable
mine of free press, the spread of Railways, ‘Steamers, &c., the status<quo’ of our
people is turning from bad to worse day by day. Full demand of school-fees in

~ common wi_t;hjf)ng well-to-do brothern 15 the prima-facie reply<n6t other causes are
‘not at work, but that is the main underlying cause, out of ‘which all “othes ‘causes,

either spring or dfaW’fHef{"importahcp. It is not out of ‘place “for us to submit that
we are living in such stirring and trying times, that we are so miserablé and famine
striken, that in our homes, will neither be heard the hum of the grinding mill nor
the glimmer of the lamp be seen.

If education is a pass-port to the various services of the country, we

desire that these pass-ports should not be hampered by conditions - which Sy Filider
~ them simply iraccessible to certain pérsons, who' cannot fulfil ‘those conditions.

13. By want of education we'are exposed. much against our will to serious

other inconveniences in the official circle. which are ag foli';l —

“(a). We are in-capacitated from communicating in our free tongie with the
ruling officers of the Government.

(0). We are quite in the dark as to most of the Acts, Regulations and Rulings
which are from time to time framed and have a tendency to be
- modified by the Government the next-day.

(¢). We are compelled to entrust our official business in - Courts to our edu-

~ cated brothern and to incur expenses which would be altogether

~* avoided were our own people educated, and to expose onrselves to
any risk which our so-called trustees may desire to put us into,

? (d). We are obliéed to look to f hese educated brothern, like the drum-driven
: cattle respecting the laws of the realm for our protection” and
guidance. -

et B e

3

(e).  On receipt of some paper, notice, or summons from any public quarter,
we, with a trembling heart, search for some one to read it for us,
and we either pay for this or acknowledge the kindness of the
reader with treble gratitude. - - ' R

S (f). If we want to present any paper in courts, we are obliged to get it
written bona-fide by these educated men, which often greatly
differs from what we wish to represent, and thus our grievances are
represented to the authorities sometimes through a false medium,
and justice is withheld from us. -

14. Be these as they may, we are quite incapable of studying the books
on Industrial arts as they are mostly written in English. 'Thus we are faring badly
off even in the branch which we may suppose a legitimate one for us.

With these facts before us we appeal to you, at this distance of time, having
a heart beating in sympathetic response to our miseries, as readily as a harp exponds
to the touch of the harper. :

That the school-fees, to our school-going population—now a microscopic
minority—which your honor may quite see to it from the school statistics—should e
reduged by half, in common with Mohamadans and Oryas, is the end-all and be-all
of our prayerful request. May it find an early response in your kind heart. May
it please God, to grant us this palladium of your just equity and with it a
permanent amelioration of our condition, and thus lfty the foundation stone of our
long looked-for material prosperity of our community. »

Trusting that these facts may commend themselves to your honor’s kind

., consideration and secure your honor’s kind approval,

i Oy LA T
: We beg to subscrible,
§! Honored Sir,
Your most obedient and humble Memorialists,
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