


i

o~

AAAKAAAAA ,_$‘,_A~<-‘t-€rr'~é’é

The Victoria Technical Institute.

: Approving the proposal of the council of — to house the books of the institute in the
Connemara Library and promising a site in the grounds of the museum for the erection ofa : ; ‘
‘building for the institute. . g S




2 : “No. 781 Epucarroxar, 19t Deorxeer 1902.

A N A NSNS NSNS NI I

NN

A

N A NN NN AN AN SN INSN NSNS SN SN

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Rrap—the following papers :—
From J. ADAM, Esq., Honorary Secretary, Victoria Technical Institute, Madras,
to the Secretary to Government, Educational department, dated 2nd Oetober
1902.
T have the honour, by direction, to forward, for the consideration of Government,
the accompanying letter from Sir G. G. Arbuthnot, President of the council of the

- Victoria Technical Institute, and to request the early entertainment thereof. Three

spare copies of the letter and report are also sent,

2. With reference to a memorandum from your office, dated 22nd September
1902, unnumbered, referring to G.O., No. 390, dated 8th July 1902, it is presumed.
that the memorandum, alludes to paragraph b5 of that order. If this supposition
be correct, and if the memorandum, dated 22nd September 1902, may be taken as the
reference contemplated, T am to state that the opinion of the counecil of the institute,
on the proposals made by Mr. Chatterton in paragraph 16 of his report, is fully
expounded in the letter of its President now forwarded, and to request that said letter

may be considered the reply to that reference. '

ENCLOSURE.

From Sir GEORGE G. ARBUTHNOT, Kt., President, Victoria Technical Institute, to the
Secretary to Government, Educational department, dated Madras, 2nd October 1902.

.On behalf of the council of the Madras Victoria Technical Institute, with which is now

incorporated the Madras Victoria Memorial Fund, I have the honour to request the assistance and
sanction of Government in the following matters.
. 2. The institute is in great need of a building : as head-quarters for itself and its employés,
as an office for its bureau of industrial and educational information, as a home for its technical
museum, as & hall for its lectures and exhibitions, and as a reading-room for its library of
technical works.  For these and cognate purposes a local habitation is required, if the institute
is to perform properly the duties which the public expects of it.

3. The council has tried in vain to hire such a building. A hall in the Young Men Christian
Association building was almost decided on, when the council was informed that the nature of
the building would be likely to deter certain sections of the public from utilizing it. A portion
of the Senate House was applied for, but refused ; rooms in the Law College and Pachaiyappah’s
College were thought of, but considered unsuitable; and private buildings in accessible and
frequented portions of the town were found too costly. In consequence, the meetings of the
council have had to be held wherever room at the moment could be obtained, and the valuable
library of the institute has remained by the kind permission of the Secretary in its original
packing cases in his godowns. :

4. The council felt strongly that this was a state of things which should not be allowed to
continue, and accordingly appointed a sub-committee to consider how it should be remedied.
The recommendations of that sub-committee are now before the council, and form the subject-
matter of this reference to Government. They are briefly as follows :—

(i) that, with the permission of Government, the books should be housed in the Connemara

Public Library ;
(ii) that, with the permission and assistance of Government, a separate building fox

the other requirements of the institute should be built in the museum grounds.

5. The council has unanimously adopted these recommendations, and it is in pursuance of
them that I have now the honour to address you. As regards the first, Government is already
aware that the library of the institute is the result of a donation of Rs. 20,000 given specially
for that purpose by the late Rai Bahadur Arcot Dhanakoti Mudaliyar. It consists of some 3,000
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volumes, all of them on technical and industrial j i i
‘ , all of ¢ nd subjects ; it contains im in-
31&33 .te:ll;glggi J:uélxza]sf and pi-.(;)ceedmg]s1 of scientific eoc’ieties, which hgggtzz:nseﬁiof;}}:: f;lro-
: : , thereiore, a library which the council thinks shoul
ft;}}lx: profesislnonal, commercial, and manufactaring public, and Whiosh (1):;1 higp;f;:yszgggazhvalye of
Wiucouni 1 to place freely at their disposal. - This object will now be attained. if Go e
i G:%Z:ng)lr; ntgaet frsf.{)ecommfezlgatlon of the sub-committee, which is, that, with thevizl:ll;?:;
L » the library of the institute should be housed in the C ; ic Li
B{f;nsga g:alt;fn:sg : n:;pe:ml (czlo]le((:itlontind separately catalogued, but othgxfés ?‘;ngu;ﬂielldlgm;
! *eMent and under the same rules, mutatis mutandis, as th i
ﬁgrgﬁayt,itmil;i :)t;) :elgg q,'l:io uraierstood that the lii)rary remains the prope:tyoz?n:&aﬁ?lsﬁz:&c
E open to either (Government or the institute to withdraw f 1
any time.” The council understands that, when the Li onioty tom et
a ] A terary Society removes to it
in Nungumbaukum, there will be ampl {1abla oo s A AT
e e 3)031 f'oom available in the space thus vacated for the purposes

6. These proposals are made with the full a i
18 80 pI 1 pproval and a ’
ffnélkf;pi;let[i‘tlsfgr;ag off tﬁ? Coxﬁnemara Library, who is himself acggrexif)ilx}c‘i)o(t)lfl lé[fr.t];l;hg;i?;ill

nd or the sub-committee that formulated th Th i
that they may meet with the sanction of G s, eIl
overnment. It feels sure that they £ ;
generally advantageous arrangement possible, not only f 1 aibiiin
7 g : 3 rom the 12 1 i

;?1 glfifgril}?og ;glfletflx]nd lfconoméca%l storage for ifs books;Y but also fr(:)(iﬁ%oeﬁe SPgi‘:'lI; o%oﬁzsfog 11?1:2
: 1ll thus have a technical library under the same roof and th i
as a general library, in which there must necessarily b Atao il ST
reference volumes useful to students of teehnig;?gu{)j ezt'sfany ki bl gl

7. If Government will accord its sanction to thi '

' 1 ¢ 18 request, the needs of the li i
%‘ﬁyt kxlxz:g, t?]létsflli)e OI;I;IIIII?'I;(;US other rleqmrements of the institute will remain stiﬁ 1};});:&(;;%1 f;)re
] - 1ttes can only recommend the construction of 1 ilding:;
the other circumstances of the case also pointi Jhran oy smae Al builiues
eirg pointing to the same solution. I i :
Eﬁ:%:({);;at%)}ltggeailg neec_leld Ef‘or flhe institute itself, but with the institlfg‘eI;:tng?vl)iliso?gg::&

§ victoria Memorial Fund, and one of the accepted objects of th 1
not only by the special resolution of the oo o o o b b e
: _ ! ) _general meeting of the fund, but i
fi';,eldt’ow;}lllldll Y;goxgrna thllzs amalgs{,matlon with the institute, it the erection. ofI; s:l?ctﬁaﬁhzletggt
the late Queen Mimpress Vietoria. The needs, therefore, both of the inst; X
Memorial Fund point to the erection of a speoi ildi b wouli b e
pecial building, which would be suitabl
the purposes of, both. For the one, it would ide ey o
nC of, * both. ; ; » for the varied and i

work of the institute; for the other, it would fp ol elm?m rthy moraa
; : asting and noteworth ¢
the memory of the late Queen. Accordi e il i el e
et te e, ccordingly, the council has unanimously adopted the sub-

8. As to site, it appears to the council that only ¢ iti
site, wo localit i

2::;{9&{'1,), ( lg aglé]lacgnt :ﬂ tl;e Schoc{)I O]fI Arts, or (2) adja(};ent to the agevsel‘:gl;gt bﬁi::iz sulﬂl:;
¢ considering the two and taking the advice of Mr. Thurston. th il i i3
in favour of the latter. For a memorial buildine of the kind byttt
School of Arts is not suitable. The couneil recog s Gabotlbraii e

: suitable. T guises that there would b i
Il:z\;lengp gltlght a,rfi exhtlbltloq haklll in close conjunction with the School (I)lf Art(: 'Hc’ﬁf :li:zltatff Zl:;

1 nt advantages in having it close to the museum and also close itute’

technical library. There happens, too, to be an admirable si b
t 3 > te available in the
in the north-eastern portion thereof bounded b th lga teh81 S
B e S by the Pantheon road and the Matermty hospital.
s 1:1}; Fove y Mr. Thurston, which the council now begs that Government will grant

9. As to cost, the council is compelled to ask the assista in thi
ost, the counc nce of Government in thi
ggtv%r;iaiexx?s;ge btmldlpg is n;ec_lted hforhtihg purposes of the institute, but it is 'unne:e:;::;elt‘oa::;
3 cructure 1s raised, 1t should be as perfect and complete as it i ih it
both externally in design and internally i i i e e m
i lly in decoration, so that it may indeed f i
worthy of Her late Majesty. Nothin 50, ¢ 4 of Sl G
y of H : hing, of course, of the nature or degree of the C
momorial is intended. A single hall to act as an industrial i e
lectures, and sufficient office accommodation to meet the 11s s of T
eeds of the council :
can be attempted ; but to carry out even this, in anything like a worthy Clln’a.ifnglr‘oezll){ycgilt ti]l?t
council anticipates, not less than one lakh of rupees.  Of this one lakh the council propose :
supply one-half and begs that Government will supply the other. FapeR.do
10. The council is, indeed, hardly able to find more, with ippling i |
. . il is, indeed, : out altogether erippli
izlzecutlpn of its ordinary and more purely educational work. The t%tal am’;)III:lIs)t Efgéﬁ?lfxfigf i
emorial Fund handed over under the trust deed is only about Rs. 72,000. Of this, the avo:’vng
desire and intention of the donors was that the major portion should be retained for the advancz-

“'ment of technical and industrial education. In allotting Rs. 25,000 out of it, therefore, to the
) E)

memorial building, the counecil feels that it is ooi f i justi
ding, feels t. going fully as far as it would be just i 1
}}_:1 rtsecoud Rs. 25,000 the council will endeavour to provide from the funds of thguiil;fii(liltlen %zuzg{
; ut more than this cannot be taken from such a source, without dangerously reducing the aﬁregd ,
0o small capital that represents the foundation upon which the whole structure is built. For th};
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i i i ity of Government
remaining Rs. 50,000, therefore, the council must throw 1tself upon.thg hbfaraht)‘f 0 '
a(:ll(‘il it éufmits that it has strong claims on that liberality. ‘I'he building 1tsel-fu)s_ a‘?eﬁwgméozﬁ
an Empress of India, and its purpose is whelly for the good of the State. It. will n}ﬁ S{: e;; i
technically and artistically educational, and its contents_and the work @on_efm}lt gx .de en 1; 34
for the en/coumgement and advancement of the arts, cratts, and industries of the trs_s:i en.(i‘y.;mnv
will conduce to the welfare and prosperity of its peoplg. No c‘loubt Grovern.meqt tl on&,} i)
contribute to the funds of the institute, but for one thing 1zhe funds of th}f m:tl utetare is et
from those of the memorial, and for another, they are already needed to the utmost to carry
the scheme of educational and other work which the institute has before it.

i i : < being prepared for the decora-
11. The council also understands that the carved woodwork now : t X
tion of the Madras department atthe Coronation Art Exhibition at Delhi has been des1gne1c:1 w1‘§g
a view to permanent utilization in the adornment of such a hall asthe council suggests an
might form a principal feature of the suggested building.

i i i Iready inti-
_ As recards the use to which the memorial hall would be put, the council has already
mate(lizthaAt in a%dition to forming the recognized head-quarters of the institute, gﬁgl hlousxdnig g,ls] :g-ii (ﬁ
estublishment, the chief uses contemplated are as a bureau of information on tee 1cat anB nthe e
subjects, and as an exhibition and lecture hall. The former need no 001].11[1311 o yﬁse ek
the council means an exhibition hall, for the display and, in cases wnere prn;ase eal erp Ll
not supply the want, for the sale of thef b%st types ofi t/lietar]’cgs at,‘l_lg_ tlp(llluggelasa: De(ilﬁ ih gr;lonnection
lines and for purposes similar to those of the proposed Arts Lixhibifion 1Ial ! . i
i ronation Assembly next January. The words used by His Excellency the )

Xi?ﬁ ig?erggce to Delhi Exhibiytion Hall may, indeed, he applied almost verbatim to thf) pggpo:}el(;
hall of our institute. The exhibits in the hall will be strictly limited to ob]ec}ts re}l)lx_‘is.etm 1t ]g)elhi
hiohest skill of which each handicraft is capable. The belief with regard to the exhi ;1 .s:; Dol
is that * their collection in a single space may, by the combined stimulus and lessofn:}w Imd' il
afford, tend to check the deterioration that is so lamentably apparent 1n maq{l g blih{]) ::;ﬁcial
industries of the present day, and may communicate a forward impetus that will be bo fe o
in effect and permanent in duration.” The council feels that, whilst these expressions o };)Fi) e
by His Excellency the Viceroy may be accepted as sound with regard to a temporary ex }: on
of art products of the kind proposed in connection with the Delhi Assembly, they mﬁy .(zye it
to apply even more cogently to the permanent and perhaps somewhat more.ci)r.npllr& (én‘m -
and industrial exhibition that it 'is proposed to establish asa Vietoria Memoru}x1 in at lfa:.th i
this connection, too, the council is reminded of the following passage from a sc ean_e set fo g
Mr. Chatterton in the Madras Mail of February 20th, 1901, in the course of a discussion
the best object for a Victoria Memorial :—

« With the funds at their disposal they (the Victoria Memorial Committee) could erect in
2 central‘sg;llf{:tion in Madras a dignipﬁed building to contain a permanent exhlbltlc})ln of theidarftiﬁtl_:
handicraft of the Presidency ; and, by giving commissions all over the country, t (fy cgu % ‘d
with a choice collection of the very best specimens of work that can now be pro 1uce - acgh
under the charge of a suitable director, the whole of this collection would be for sale, an :. 8 efil ;
article was sold it could be replaced by another specially commissioned. In this way a st lllmue ;t
wonld be given to the production of high class work, which [ know from expenenee(al, \jv1 mth
with a ready sale, and the hereditary skill of the Indian art,x’ﬁcers will be preserved irom the
gradual process of extinction with which it is now threatened.

¢il is aware that the whole scheme will require careful elaboration and working

out -lgl'xt'lzygz:i?i:gs that the general idea has been sufficiently formulated to justify tal‘i“lfhg plli'gh(i
inar steps to secure a site and arranging for plans and estimates for a buiiding o el t1_n

i oéyed As for the exhibits, too, the council is led to hope from paragraph 8 of the resolu 103
p;'o trl)m Government of India on the proposed Arts Exhibition at Delhi (No. 14-5-1 Revenue an

(2)3 soulture, dated Calentta, 10th March 1902), that it may be possible to secure sc})lme of ?he

exghribits sont to Delhi from Madras for the permanent exhibition here. That paragraph runs :—

“ will be made from the exhibition by the Government of India in the first
lace on]i)léll;‘;l;?ssfs ‘the Indian Museum at Caleutta, and doubtless by other local Govertr}mentii
5 :th a view to rendering the collections in the various provincial museums more representative an
N tive than they now are, The remaining articles will be offered for sale, and arrangements
ln.?{r{)lg made for the ordering of duplicates where this is found to be possible. In this way 1t 1s
IY; od that the exhibition may perhaps lead to the organisation of arrangements which w1ll_tv£1d;ln
ang improve the present market for Indian wares by brmgl}}g purchasers into touch with the
handicraftsmen who are in a position to execute their orders.

14. To sum up, the council begs—

(i) that Government will sanction the housing of the books of the institute in the |

Connemara Library, as explained ahove;

(ii) that it will grant the council a site in the grounds of the museum for the special
memorial building which the council proposes to erect;

(iii) that it will contribute half the cost of this building.

&
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15. To points (ii) and (iii) the council, perhaps, can hardly ask for a final answer at this stage,
when plans and estimates are still non-existent, but. begs, at least, that it may be given hope of
favourable consideration, when the matter does come up in definite form. And, meantime, it
requests the favour of the services of the Consulting Architect to Government, of the Superintendent

of the School of Arts, and of Mr. Thurston himself to assist in the preparation of those plans and
estimates.

16. In ovder that Government may have the fullest possible information of the present con-
dition of the amalgamated Vietoria Technical Institute and Vietoria Memorial Fund, the council

begs to forward herewith copies of the last annual report, with which is incorporated a copy of the
memorial trust deed.

17. The council may also point out that the interests of Government are fully safeguarded
by the fact that, under the existing constitution of the council, the President and half of the
regular members, and one-half of the additional members are nominated by Government.

Endt. No. 277, dated 21st October 1902.

Referred to the Superintendent, Government Museum, for remarks on the first
and second of the requests of the council.

A. T. PRINGLE, .
Asst. Secretary to Government.

From E. THURSTON, Fsq., Superintendent, Government Museum, Madras, to

the Secretary to Government, Educational department, dated 29th October
1902, No. 779. :

I confirm, officially, my approval of the suggestion that the library of the institute
should be housed in the Connemara Public Library on the conditions referred to in
paragraph 5 of the President’s letter. The technical library of books and periodicals
would be a very valuable addition, for the reception of ‘which there would be plenty

of space available when the Literary Society’s library has been removed to its new
home. e

I am very strongly in favour of the erection of the institute building in the
museum grounds. An exhibition hall of indigenous industrial arts; such as is under
contemplation, would be a most fitting companion to the existing art section of the
museum and -would be situated in-a public place; which is largely resorted to by
natives of all classes, and also by ¢‘‘cold weather ? visitors to the city. * Moreover,
the Superintendent of the Museum could keep a watchful eye over it. ‘ §

Orprr—No. 781, Educational, dated 19th December 1902

The proposal of the council of the Vietoria Technical Institute to house the books
of the institute in the Connemara Library is approved and the Government will be
prepared to grant the council a site in the grounds of the museum for the special
memorial building which it is their intention to erect. The question of a contribution
towards the cost of this building cannot, however, be considered before the plans and
estimates are ready ; orders for the preparation of these will issue in the Public Works

department. Messrs. Thurston and Chatterton will assist the Consulting Architect in
the matter. .

(True Extract.)

M. HAMMICK,
Secretary to Government.

" To the Honorary Secretary, Vietoria Technical Institute.

.»» . Superintendent, Government Museum.
»  Public Works department.
»  Director of Public Instruction.

Exd. C. Parthasarathy.

No. 781, Epvcartionarn, 191H DEceMBEr 1902, 5 [}{\




NOTES OﬁNNECThD WITH GO
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"rom the Honomry Secre.ary to the Vicloria T sc}mwal Instztute dated 2
Supermtendent Government Mueeum, No. 479 dated‘ 291]» ‘

bRl

The draft placed below may issue with the concurrence of
- department. ‘ . S

e Tmnnn——-s—ll-OZ

5'” ;vw
*«r-.

There is no db]ectlon to the draft proposed 80 far as t
ment is concerned. Y
1t is, however, a% ggested for cons1derat10n in the Educa o1

the Surgeon-General's opinion shoggld, not be obtained with
The location of the technical institute near the Matetm .
to the patients in the latter mstu:utwn. - '

BW LYOM.

Should the Surgeon-General’s opunon
circulation ? | ‘
P T. THARYAN—3-12-02.

' Yes, the Surgeono enéml should see.
“ building is to be used as a lecture h e
Will the Surgeon-Ge’nemh
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I the absence of details as to desigh and dimensions of the technical -institufe, ;

I am unable to give any very definite opinion. But having examined the compound
yesterday with Mr. Thurston, I believe a suitable site on either side of the museum
can be found without causing inconvenience to the occupants of adjoining properties.
But as there appears to be no objection to placing the institute on the Cooum side of

the museum, whatever its height and dimensions may be, I would re.‘commei_id that

b

the site on the Cooum side be sél’écff:@d ’ : :
' VR ;> ¥ D, SINCEATR—15-12-02.

The draft below is now submitted for approval. )
‘ ' M. Hanwmror—16-12-02.
J. T[HoMsoN]—-18-12-02.

Issue order as tour circulation has commenced. 3
M. Haumick—19-12-02.

- [G.0., No 781, Educational, dated 19th December 1902]
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