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% . Pueri¢ Works DEPARTMENT.

PROQEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following :—

From the Superintending Engineer IV Circle

No. 616 W dated 18th October 1900: :

Order thereon:-No. 3250 W dated 28rd November 1900,

The purchase at Rs. 2} per eopy, of 64 cepies of

Epitome of Engineering: compiled by M. R. Ry. A. V.
Ramachandra Aiyar % % *  jgganctioned. -
2. The copies will be distributed as shown below :—

Public Works Secretariat = ... .-... 4.

Chief Engineer for Irrigation e
Circle Offices at 1 each G
Divisional Offices at 2 each ... b

Total ... 64

(True Extract ) :
(Bigned ) H. E. CLERK,

Under Secretary so Government P. W.D.

Fryancrar, Depsgruent,
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following paper :—
From M. R. Ry. A. V. Ramachandra A}yar A,vqrga,l
D. P. W., Vellore, dated 27th September 1897,

Order :—No. 927, dated 12th November 1897.

The bﬂc:ok will be forwarded to the Registrar and
Superintendent of records, India Office, tor transmisgion
to.the British Mugeum. e

(True Extract)
(Signed) M. E. COUCHMAN,
For Chief Secretary.

* Epitome of Engincering,
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Fort 8t. George Gazette :— Intended as a ready refer
rence book with Plates and Summary of calculations and
various tables to help the Engineer, Architect, Surveyor,
Builder & others. The arrangement of the matter is
alphabetical and the whole ends with a useful index to
facilitate reference.” :

et

Colonel A. T. Fraser, R. B., Retired Superintending Fngi-
neer, Madras P. W. Dpt. writes from London. 1t seems
40 contain the more usefal data for works in the South of
India, and will save a number in the Depé. having to
search their notes and text books, as: they get the whole
compiled for them. * * ¥ The only suggestion to
make is that it may be worthwhile your making a verna-
cular translation of the Epitome into Telagu and Tamil and
then asking the Mysore Government to do so inte
Canarese.” ;

—

H. B. Olerk Esquire, Deputy Chief Engineer and under
Secretary to Government P."W. D. Madras. : /

« T must begin by apologizing for not thanking you
before for sending me your ¢ Epitome of Engineering.” I
contains much useful information and should be of great
service to Subordinates of the Department. I am sure it
will have a good sale.”

—

S. D. Pears Bsquive, Ewecutive Hngineer, Madras
P. W. Dept. ¢ An Tipitome of Tngineering’ by a subordi-
nate of she P. W. D. is a credib to its compiler. It contains
a great deal of usefnl matter and little or none that is super-
fluous, and will be of great value to the upper subordinates

of the P. W. D.”
~

% 3

j— G. B. Lambert Esquire, A.MIC.E., Ereeutive Ingineer
Madras P. W. Dept.

«T have to acknowledge receipt of your book ¢ Anm
Epitome of Engineering’ which does you great credit. It
has been carefully compiled and will supply the wanb felt:
for a book of ready reference.”

M. R. Ry. 8. A. Subramanie Iyer Avergal, Rav
Sahib, BA., B.CE, AMICE., Executive Engineer Madras
P. W. D. 1 think it is a very useful book for which mem-
bers of the Department will be grateful to you. The book
is full of facts and formulae regarding the ordinary prac-
tice of the Department and I sincerely wish it God-speed.”

i et

M. R. Ry R. A. Sreenivasa Iyengar Avergal Res
Sahib, B.A, B.C B, Ewecutive Engineer, Madras P. W. D,
« No book has yet been published which gives all the
information required by an ordinary public works subodi-
nate in the discharge of his duties. The beok before us
;s intended to meet this wans. The compiler has taken.
much pains in selecting those points which will be of fre-
quent use and the book contains much wvseful infor-

mution.”

M. R. Ry. R. Vythinatha Aiyar Avergal, B A, BCE,
Assistant Engineer, Madras P. W. D.

«T have gone through the little book which you have
published under the title of ¢ Wpitome of Engineering’ It
contains information connected with every branch of the
profession and ought to be found uscful in practice. 'The
collection and arrangement of the matter is excellent and
you have no doubt laid under a very deep debt of obli-
gation the subordinates of the Puablic Works Department.

w2
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As a ready reference book I think it onght to find a placq
on the table of each member of the Departinent.”

—

M. R. Ry. S. Krishnamachariar Avergal, Rai Sehib,
B 0.1, Asst. Engineer, Madras P. W. D. “ As regards the
book itself need I say it is a valuable book of reference ? °

Mr. J. Lawrence, Sub Engineer, dMadras P. W. Dept.

% Your little book entitled ¢ Bpitome of Engineering
is in my opinion a very useful book for all members of the
Dept., as it supplies a want, that has long been felt, of a
ready reference book. No doubt you deserve credit for
the pains and trouble you have taken in getting up the
work.”

Sub Conductor W. Rule, Sub Engineer, Medras P. W.
Dept.

“ Your ¢ Epitome of Engineering’ I find, after having
made use of it, to be a very handy book of reference *
S

Messrs. Masse & Co., Engineers, Iron Founders and Iron
and Hardware Merchants, Madras.

¢« We think your hook ¢ an Epitome of Engineering will
be found useful by those for whom it is intended to be
a handy referepce.”

The Madras Standard.—“* * % But we think with
the compiler that it minimises the ¢ trouble and waste of
time caused by the multiplicity of reference books and
the tedions process in caleulations found necessary in
designing and execution by Mechanics, Engineers, Archi-

A

* .9

tects, Surveyors, ‘Builders aud others’ The book is also
supphed with an index.  “There is no doubt that the com-
piler has taken great pains to collect within such a short

compass such a large variety of information a.nd presen- & i
ting it in a methodieal and attractive form. We regard

the book as one which will be st great use to those for
whom it is intended.”

The Hmdu — The book appears to contam much

that will be useful to Stndenbs .of BEngineering and profes-

sional men. It conba,ms also a number of plates neatly

. lithographed.# The wantiof a. complla.twn of the kind for

ready reference, says the compiler in his preface, was

greatly felt, and we believe the booL ought to supply the( :

want.”

The South Indian Post —¢* * * Officers employ-
ed in the Public Works Dept..will find that it supplies a
want of whieh they must long have been deeply sensible.
% % * The method of the work is exactly that which

""'-.

a long experience conyinees us to be hest adopted ‘to meet

the wants of those for whom the compendium isintended.

Tt is noteworthy too, that notwithstanding the difficulty

of obtaining plates in this country, many Diagrams have
been included in the work, which adds considerably to. the
merit of Messrs. Higginbotham & Co:, who are responsible
for the neat get-up of the book. We have no doubt that
the book will be found of immense value asa book of
ready reference by Mechanics, Engineers, Archltects,
Surveyors, Builders, and others.”

s

The South Indian Times.— ¢ Is a valuable reference’

book on the subject and much credit is due for the careful
compilation and neat execution.;
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OPINIONS

ON
THE PAMPHLET
ARCHITECTURE, REVIVAL OF THE ART NECESSARY
IN INDIA

8 > BY
A V. RAMACHANDRA AIYAR, rsI, A cam Soc. C.E.




From Sir Arthur Bigge, K.C.B., Private Secretary to
Her most gracious Majesty the Queen Victoria.

Buckingham Palace,
28th March 1900.

¢ ““The Private Secretary is commanded by the Queen
3 to thank Mr. A. V. Ramachandra Aiyar, for his letter of

: the 8th instant and for the pamphlet on Architecture which
: accompanied it.”

From W. R. Lawrence, Esquire, C.L.E., Private
Secretary to his Excellency Lord Curzon, P.C., G.M.S.I,
G.M.LE., Viceroy and Governer-General of India.

29th May 1899.

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
] the 17th instant, and to thank you for the copy of your
| pamphlet on Architecture which you have been good enough
| to send for the Viceroy’s acceptance.”

\ ‘ From H. A, Sim, Esquire, I.C.S, Private Secretary
to His Excellency Sir A, E. Havelock, G.C.M.G., Governor
of Madras.
Government House,
Ootacamund, 19th April 1899.

“ His Excellency wishes me to thank you for the copy
of the pamphlet on Architecture which you have been good
enough to send him.”

Viceregal Lodge, Simla,
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From the Private Secretary to His Highness Sir Raja
Ram Raja Bahadur, G.C.S.I., Maharaja of Travancore.

Palace, Trivandruns,
18th April 1899.

T beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
13th instant, and the copy of the pamphlet therein advised.
I duly submitted them to His Highness the Maharaja and
in reply I am directed to convey to you His Highness”
thanks for the pamphlet.”

From R.F. Chisholom, Bsquire, F.RI.B.A., late
consulting Architect to the Government of Madras.

Heidelburg (Germany),
30th May 1899.

¢ T have perused with much interest your little book

- entitled ¢ Architecture.’...... Keep to your own native style

and you cannot go wrong. If you found your Society I

. wwish it success in every way.”

From the Honourable Sir S. Subramanya; Iyer, B.L,
Kt., C.1.E,, Judge, High Court, Madras.

<« T have read with interest your paper on the improve-
ment of Architecture in this country. I can well sympathise
with you in your wish to bring about some improvement in
the existing state of things ...... However this may be, your
idea of starting an association deserves support.”

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Read the
following paper :—

&

(Ub]

From M. R. Ry. A.V.Ramachandra Aiyar Avergal,
Vellore, dated 15th June 1899.

Order No. 721 dated 22nd June 1899.

The pamphlet will be forwarded to the Registrar and
Superintendent of Records, India Office, for transmission

to the British Museum.
(True extract)

(Signed.) H. E. CLERK,
For Chief Secretary.

From the “Keeper”’ of the:British Musenm.
' London, W. E,,
July 31st 1899.

«Ibeg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of
Architecture, Revival of the Art necessary in India, which
you have been so good as to present to the Trusties of the
British Museum.”

From the Librarian, Canadian Society of Civil Engi-

neers.
Montreal,

June 5th 1899.

“On behalf of the Canadian Society of Civil Engi-
neers I beg to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of your
pamphlet entitled, ¢Architecture,” Revival of the Art
necessary in India, and to convey to you the thanks of the
Society for this donation to the Libirary.”

From the Honourable Mr. H, J. S. Cotton, C.S.L,
Chief Commissioner of Agsam,
@



Shillong,
25th April 1899.

“I beg to thank you for your pamphlet on Architec-
ture which I received this morning,”

-

FromS. D. Pears, Esquire, Executive Engineer Madras,

P. W. Department.
Vellore,

February 22, 1900.

“The pamphlet is a laudable first step in the long un-
trodden path, and deserves encouragement.”

D Y

From E. R. Soobraya Iyer Avergal, B.A.,, B.C.E.,

Comptroller, Mysore State.
; Bangalore,

27th March 1899.

“I read through your paper on Architecture with
much interest.”

From A.Rea, Esquire, M.R.A.8., F.S.A,, Super-
intendent, Archaological Survey, Madras.

Avalahalli Plantation,
Bangalore District.

“I am very much obliged for your pamphlet on Archi
tecture, which you have been so good as to send me. I was
much interested in the contents.”

R ]

¥rom M. R. Ry, R, Vythinatha Iyer Avergal, B.A.,
B.C.E., Assistant Engineer, Madras P.W.D,

Tanjore,
26th April 1899,

“I have read your interesting paper on the necessity
for the Revival of Indian Architecture. I believe an insti-
tute such as the one you advocate is necessary for the ele-
vation of this class to a standard suitable to our present
requirements. I wish you success.”

Huzur Cutcherry,
Trivandrum, 11th September 1899.

Official Memo.

With reference to his letter dated 24th ultimo, to the
Private Secretary to the Highness the Maha Raja request-
ing help towards the publication of his proposed work on
Indian Architecture, Mr. A. V. Ramachendra Aiyar, is in-
formed that His Highness has been pleased to sanction a
donation of Rs. (100) one hundred towards the cost of the

publication.
* * * * % % *
(Signed.) K. KRISHNASAMY ROW,
Dewan.

The Hindu.—Architecture in India.

“Mr. A. V. Ramachendra Iyer, Member of the. Archi-
tectural Association of Edinburgh, Member of the Institute
of Junior Engineers, London, and Member of the Royal
Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, has sent us a
neatly got-up pamphlet in which he pleads for the revival
of Architecture in India, He quotes, in support of his canse

o
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the words of a former Governor of Madras, the late Liordd
Napier of Ethick:  Architecture, is an art of necessity as

well as decoration, closely allied with the Mechanical

Sciences, with industry, commerce, public safety, economy,

health and religion. It is the art of the temple, the farmer,

the market and the theatre. It is the protection and the

home of other arts, the most glorious and permanent of all.”

In the works of the ancient Hindus, the author says, there
ave no less than 32 kinds of architecture mentioned. The
causes for the decay of architecture in India, he says, were
the sharp struggle for supremacy that was characteristic
of the last centuary and the religious intolerance that always
accompanied it. The art develops with civilization. The
degeneracy is due to the Art being left in the hands of
illiterate men, and now the “untrained native designers
are incompetent to adopt modern conveniences to their
traditional methods.” The writer then attempts to point
out the necessity for improvement, and suggests the forma-
tion of a society for the best way of reviving and improving
the art. The author has the sympathy of all patriotic men
in his desire to effect some improvement in the present neg
lected state of the Indian Architecture.”

=T

The South Tndian Mail.—< Architecture—This is a science
which has to'be improved to suit the advancement of times,
the development of civilization and the conveniences which
the climatic conditions demand. 2

With this very object in view, the author of the bro-
chure ‘Architecture, Revival of the Artnecessary in India.
has suggested the formation of an Architectural Association

in India.”

7
The South Indian Times.

¢« Architecture, Revival of the Art necessary in India,”
is the title of a neat little pamphlet printed by Messrs.
Higgimbotham and Co., and published by Mr. A. V. Rama-
chandra Aiyar, F.S.I., Member of the Architectural Asso-
ciation, Edinburgh, &c., &c. The writer discusses the use-
fulness and necessity of reviving this ancient art, quoting
the excellent remarks on the subject by such eminent
authorities as Dr. Fergusson, and Lord Napier. He further
points out the qualifications of the architect which look at
first sight rather formidable, especially ““as the true archi-
tect besides possessing a knowledge of the absolutely
necessary artistic and mathematical requirements, should
be imbued with learning.” The Indian architect betrays
a deplorable want of scientific knowledge in spite of his
industrious disposition and it is suggested that the nation
as a whole should by private efforts raise this art away from
its present backwardness and the best to do it would be
to found an association and work it out after the models in
America, England and such advanced countries. The book
is interesting and instructive to all those who think it their
duty to preserve this ancient art of ours. Mr. Ramachandra
Aiyar’s attempts and suggestions are always original and
often in the right direction and it is the duty of the educa-
ted public to encourage him in his endeavours. ” :

&
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JUBILEE TOWN HALL, CALICUT

DESIGNED BY

A V. Ramacuaxora Aryar, B S, L Qloxod: o il

1. E. K. Krishnan Esq., B.L., Sub Judge writes on B
28th November 1894:— e ;

«T extremely regret that your kindness in furnishs
ing a design and estimate for the Calicut Jubilee Town
Hall has not been properly acknowledged. Let me, as the
Tx-President of the Committee, now thank you for the
signal help you rendered us in the construction of an
ornamental little building which rounds off the western -
side of the Manandurai Tank. It is of great utility to
Calicut when your services and my services in connection
therewith are being probably forgotten. I left Calicut
in 1892. Your design has been admirable. * * *%

9. Extract from the Barate dated the 9th Decbhr. 94.

£ * * # (reat credit is indeed due to i

Mr. Ramachandra Iyer for the perfection of his design i

* and T wish that in every place te which. he might be .

transferred the people will see the usefulness of his design

so that all the places trodden by him may also-boast of
having such a fine, cheap and perfect Town Hall.”

- > 0 ¥ V).‘

3. H. E. Clerk Esq., Executive Engineer, Madras
P.W. D., observes on the 7th February 189o:— :

«T am very glad that the Hall is so much appreciated.
. I congratulate you.” %5 ;

4. M. R. Ry. P. Krishnasawmy TIyer Avergal B A,
District Registrar and a Managing Member of the Jubilee
(‘ommittee certifies on the 29th August 1895 :—

« The design was simply excellent and there stands
the Hall as a proof of your great capacity.” :

Y. N. PRESS, VELLORE. 3 o
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THE
TESTIMONIALS
OF : =
A. V. RAMACHANDRA AIYAR, F.5.I, A, can. 5oc. C.E.
o :
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A

Civil Engineering College, Madras.

1. Your request regarding the paymentof your *Scholar-

*Government Scholarship ship is sanctioned.
given annually for merit.

9, % * * * * *

3. A conduct certificate is enclosed.

‘“A. V. Ramachandra Aiyar, attended the College of Engi-
neering, Madras, from September 1884 to May 1886. His conduct:
1 during that period was good and his attendence very regular.”

(Signed.) H.D. LOVE, Capt., R. E.,
Principal.

EBatract from the Service Book.

Has been regular in attendance. Has served me for 10
months during which time he gave satisfaction. He is hard
working, willing and intelligent. * * *

72 (Signed.) C. H.T. NORFER,
19th March 1888. Ezecutive Engineer.

Certificate.

The services of Ramachandra Aiyar have been extremely
useful while I have been in charge.

* * * * * *

To do this he must have worked rather steadily, and I am

Letter No. 284 ¢. dated 5th August 1886, from the Principal,
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@latl tho mantion dihe faat when lepving the Mirision antdl o4
on fanlangh.

Galiowt, Signed) A T. FRASER, Gal, . 1.
Wiy 119, 1890, Wmaauiine Bhwgieer.

FEEmTeTTTE
Hiatract foom the Quarterly Sigtevevt.
Daes kiis work setisfectonily:

Welllows, (Sd) A W. SMABI, Rkajjor, . 1,
Blstt Decesber 1892. Tlreemetine Bhagiveer:.

Eatract from a cortificate.

He thoroughly understands his woelk mmil wins of gt sssiis-
tienes to me, in the preparation and cherk of esfimutes.

Vellore, (8d) H. B CLERK,
10¢h Mareh 1896. Blommitine Bhugginaen.
Bndorsement on an application.

Forwarded as requested. I bave beem wery plomssdl, with
Tits worlk sinee I took charge of the Division.

Vellore, (8d) 6. B LAVBERT,
ISth September 1896. Berattine Bhagunmees:
Testimuony to personal character.

T do hereby certify that I am persomally scqmainted with
A. V. Remachandra Aiyar, and have no hesitation in declaring
hinp tio be in my opinion worthy by his character, position and

e 3

D -attainments of selection as a Colonial Fellow of the Surveyors'
Institution. 3

(Sd) G.B.LAMBERT,A. M.I.C.E,

4th December 1897. Eazecutive Engineer.

Eztract from letter No. 517 W. dated 24th September 1898, of
A. H. Garrett, Esquire, Superintending Engineer, IV Circle,
Coimbatore, to the Chief Engineer, P. W. Department, transmitting
my petition addressed to His Hzcellency the Governor-in-Council,
Madras.

U pEat ) * & * * *

2. In sending on the petition the Executive Engineer
requests that it may be met with favourable consideration.

3. I believe the petitioner to be a very deserving man,
but T cannot help thinking that his legitimate work would suffer
if what he asks for is granted.”

Endoysement of the Executive Engineer, North Arcot Division,

and of the Superintending Engineer IV Oircle, on my application

for an: Upper Subordinate’s place.

Torwarded to the Superintending Engineer, IV Circle with

reference to his endorsement No. 429 dated 31st July 1900, for

favourable consideration and transmission to the Chief Engineer.

The applicant has quite enough technical knowledge to

justify his appointment as temporary Upper Subordinate and
enough of both energy and ability to make in a short: time a very

excellent one.

T do not know what pay he expects to. get, but as he now
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draws Rs. 70 and is relinquishing 14 years’ pensionable service,"Qs

it would hardly pay him to make the change for less than
Rs. 100 at least.

(Signed.) S.D. PEARS,
Bzecutive Engineer.

No. 459 W. dated 7th August 1900.

Forwarded. I do not think the man will be over paid as a
temporary Upper Subordinate if he gets Rs. 100 a month.

(Signed.) A.H. GARRETT,
s Superintending Engineer,
IV Circle.

No. 3771 C.
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
PSWe
MEMORANDUM.

Dated 24th September 1900. .

Endorsement from the Superintending Engineer IV Circle
No. 459 W of 7th August 1900.

# * * * * * *

¥* * * * * * *

The Chief Engineer considers that the man is best fitted
for the post of Special Draughtsman and requests that he may,
for the following reasons be given the next appointment of
Special Draughtsman that may fall vacant in any circle :—

(1) The ability he has displayed as Head Draughtsman
in North Arcot Division.

\— eSO

T

5 2L\
(2) Hisenergy in compiling the “ Epitome of Engineering.”

(By order)
(Signed.) H. E. CLERK,
Deputy Clief Engineer.

Hndorsement on my application for the place of Secretary,
Muwicipal Oouncil, Kumbakonam on Rs. 150 to 200.
No. 1628 M dated 12th October 1900.

Torwarded for favourable consideration. I can strongly
recommend the applicant for both energy and ability.

(Signed.) S.D. PEARS,
EHzecutive Engineer.

Letter from H. B. Olerk, Esquire, under Secretary to Govern-
ment P. W. Department, dated 24th April 1901.

“T am sorry to say that I cannot assist you to obtain the
post of Manager of the office of the consulting Architect.
Arrangements have already been made to fill the vacancy when
it OCOUTB. .57 s eest el cvoiibe

erme

Endorsement on my application to the President, District Board,
Tinnevelly, for a Local Fund Assistant Engineer’s place.

No. 1645 M dated 15th November 1960,

Forwarded for favourable consideration. The applicant is
in my opinion quite fit for the post.

(Signed.) S.D.PEARS,
Hzecutive Engineer.
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