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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
Reap—the following paper :— . &

From the Hon’ble Mr. G. H. STUART, i.a., Barrister-at law, Director of

Public Instruction, Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Educational
Department, dated 2nd June 1902, Cur. No. 4237.

I have the honour to submit herewith three copies of my Proceedings, Dis.
No. 2926, dated 23rd May 1902, reviewing the report on the working of the Oriental
Manuscripts Library for 1901-1902. :

ENCLOSURE.
Procrepines, Di1s. No. 2926, paTep 23rp May 1902.

Read the following letter from M.R.Ry. M. RANGACHARYA, M.A., Curator,
Government Oriental Manuseripts Library, to the Director of Public
Instruction, Madras, dated 1st May 1902, No. 30 :—

I have the honour to submit the report on the working of the Government
Oriental Manuseripts Library for the year 1901-1902.

2. Staff —M R.Ry. R. Krishnamacharyar, Sub-Assistant Inspector of Sanskrit
schools and Assistant to the Director of Public Instruction, was, as directed, in charge
of the library till August last, when I took charge thereof on the 9th of that month
in pursuance of your Proceedings, C. No. 6120, dated 6th August 1901. There was
no other change in the personnel of the staff.

3. Contingent ezpenses.—As directed in your Proceedings, Dis. No. 1114, dated
3rd March 1902, the work of collecting manuscripts has been taken in hand. The
details of the charges incurred in connection with the collection, transcription, ete., of
manuseripts are as follow :— ;

d RS. A, P: RR. A. P.

Collection of manuscripts—
Purchase of manuscripts Sl o 1258550
Transcription of manuscripts ... 270 5 9

; ——- 342 13 9
Preservation of manuscripts—

Binding ... 16 14 0
Prevention of the damage done by book-
worms 38 9 0
i —_ 890
Minor contingencies—
Purchase of printed books ... oge= 109213 ()
Other contingencies ... 37 011
—_ 146 13 11

Total =i it5ds 2o g

—

From this it will be seen that the allotment of Rs. 600 was very nearly spent in
the course of the year. However, the charges for transcription include expens'es&
amounting to Rs. 76-2-3 incurred for transcribing extracts on new slips for the
deseriptive catalogue of the Sanskrit manuseripts of the library. A sum of Rupees
109-13-0 was spent in purchasing two printed books, viz.,” Catalogus Catalogorum and
the Photographic Reproduction of the Unique manuscript of the Kashmirian Atharva
Veda, which latter, however, has not yet been received by me.

4. Visitors and Manuscripts consulied.—The popularity and usefulness of the
library was well kept up. Exclusive of 206 mere visitors, there were 1,125 copyists
and 599 readers. The total number of visitors was 1,930, The corresponding figures

‘

Number of | Number of
Subject. manuscripts | manuscripts Total.
copied. read.

¢ P o8y e MR S 440 158 598
Religion .. G .. . . ol 165 151 316
THfomps b7 e S e Sy R 137 149 286
Langunage .. . oo . v 5 146 49 - 195
Medicine .. A o .o e o 56 66 122
Art 56 ¥ e .. .o oo 40 74 114
Philosophy .. ve o & &% ¥ 58 22 80
Fiction X s 52y %8 %) i 8 31 39
Drama % e 3% S0 o 17 14 31
Science o 6 i . o & 8 21 29
Law B ot ey .. S e 2 19 21
Biography .. i ax <5 . o 2 7 9
Miscellaneous e 60 56 & 45 - b4 27 81
Total s -l $1:133 788 1,921
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for the previous year were 16, 819, 806 and 1,641, respectively. The number of
manuscripts consulted under the various subject headings is as follows :—

Thus ‘¢ poetry,” as in the previous year, heads the list of manuscripts consulted,

“religion ”” holding the second place. For the position of ¢ history ” in the above

list, the local records collected by Colonel Colin Mackenzie are largely responsible ;

and it is encouraging that they are being utilized more and more. As reported last

year it often happens that two or three friends sit together for reading or copying the
same work at the same time though the manuscripts issued for reference stands in the

name of a single visitor. Of such cases, there were 147 manuscripts consulted by
two visitors and two manuseripts by three and four persons, respectively. The large

number of mere visitors consist mainly of persons who consulted ‘the catalogue alone

without consulting any work. During the year under report, scholars and pandits

availed themselves of the library to a large extent. Persons like Professor P. (. Ray,

M. Bourgoine of Pondicherry (for the Paris Bibliotheque Nationale), Professor

Aufrecht, Messrs. K. P. Trivedi and 8. R. Bhandarkar, Dr. P. Cordier, Dr. R. Schmidt,

Messrs. J. Thambi Pillai of Ceylon, G. Appa Row, V. Swaminatha Aiyar, V. M.

Satakoparamanuja Chariyar and others had copies of various manusecripts transcribed

for them. The names of some of the works copied for them are here given—

Rasarafijanam. Vatsyayanasatram,
Udayanakumarakavyam. Ratirahasyam.
Vaikhanasasatram. Anangarangam.
Ratnapanam. Nititiratta.
Mrechakatikatika. Tamil Local Records.
Siddhasarasamhita. Telugn do.

3. Manuscripts acquired.—The following statement shows the number of manu-
seripts added to the library by the various means of transcription, restoration, purchase
and presentation under the different languages of Sanskrit, Tamil and Telugu :——

How acquired. Sanskrit. Tamil. Telugu. Total.
v S G P 17 o % 17
Restoration .. o oo A 8 o0 e 8
Purchase .. ~ 0 o 40 9 1 50
Presentation A e A0 37 oo o 37

Total .. 102 9 1 112

6. Tours for the collection of mamuscripts.—In accordance with 0.9, No. 85,
Educational, dated 15th February 1902, communicated with your Proceedings, Dis.
No. 1114, dated 3rd March 1902, which directed the Curator to begin the collection
of manuscripts as before, efforts'were made to collect as many manuscripts as possible
within the short time that was available. With this view, I directed the staff to
compare the printed catalogues of manuseripts existing in the private and public
libraries of Southern India with the oriental manuscripts library catalogue and thus
ascertain what rare works are available and where. In this way Dr. Oppert’s “ List
of Manuscripts existing in the private libraries of Southern India,” volume I, has been
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red and marked. Other such catalogues also will be dealt with in the
:;)gg&faz,hion; and then they will, it is expected, afford much help in the work of
collecting manuscripts. D. 8. Satakopachari, a Sanskrit pandit ‘Who acted as assistant
librarian in the office for a month in the previous year, sold to the library three
manuscripts, two of which are valuable quks on Sangk_rlt grammar, Wl}1le tpe third
contains a number of works bearing on magic and mysticism. Kuma:rg Singaridcharya,
a learned gentleman of Triplicane, sold to the library some manuseripts and presented
some others. At the instance of T. Visveswara Sastri, acting clerk of the library, d\
resident of Mylapore sold to the library a copy of S1ddhanta}sa1‘ava11, .a Saivagama "\,
work treating of the Tantric worship of Siva in temples. After enquiry in various
places for the purchase of manuscripts outside Madras, information was received late
in March that some owners of manuseripts at and near Conjeeveram may be induced
to sell their manuscripts to the library. For interviewing the owners and thus
collecting manuscripts, I sent P. Varadachari, Vernacular Munshi, to Con]eeveraim
and to certain villages near it. At Conjeeveram, the library of the late Mahamaho-
padhyaya Tirapputkuli Krishnatatacharya, which is now in the possession of his son
Gopalatatacharya, was visited, and he was with some difficulty persuaded to sell four
works to the library. Elanahar Alasir and Marutvanbadi were then successively
visited and two collections of manuscripts were purchased and two important works
were obtained as a loan for transeription in the library. A certain Mr. 8. V. N aya-
kam, a Native Christian gentleman of Tinnevel}y, onee offered for sale a eolleptwn
containing more than a hundred Tamil manuscripts; but as he wanted much higher
prices for them than the library could pay, the collection could not be purchased.
In regard to the manuseriptsadded to the library by means of transeription, M.R.Ry.
Yogi S. Parthasarathy Aiyangar of Triplicane lent ten works, copies of which were
not found in the library, and these have been copied for the library. M.R.Ry. A.
Mahadeva Sastriyar, Curator of the Government Oriental Library at Mysore, gave for
the purpose of transeription and collation a loan fo the library of a copy of Ganita-
sarasangraha, a treatise on arithmetic and geometry ; this work is older than the
Lilavati of Bhaskaracharya. He alsosent us a copy of Aryabhatiya with commentary
which, having been written in the fifth century, is one of the earliest Indian treatises
on astrongmy. I next arranged to obtain from 8. P. V. Ranganathacharya, grandson
of the late Mahamahopadhyaya Paravastu Venkatarangacharya of Vizagapatam, a
copy of Apastamba’s Sulbasttra with commentary. It is an interesting and valuable
work as it gives us some insight into the knowledge of geometry as possessed by
Indian Aryas of the Vedic period and as applied by them to the needs of their
sacrificial rituals. At the instance of K. Venkatesvara Sastri, assistant hbrar_lan,
Daivajfiabhuisana, a work on the application of astrology and astronomy in combina-
tion to Indian social and religious life, was lent to the library for transcription by
Mr. Subrahmanya Aiyar, a resident of Nungambakkam, who is a clerk in the office of
the Director of Public Instruction. Through a pandit of Malabar, I got two Wgrk’s
transcribed ; one is Rupavatara which is a useful introduction to the study of Panini’s
vgrammar of the Sanskrit language, and the other is a commentary on Anargharaghava
which is a Sanskrit drama written in a specially difficult style. M.R.Ry. Kalyana-
tatacharya, a Sanskrit pandit living at Black Town, lent for transcription his copy of
Brahmavidyavijaya which is a controversial work relating to Vaishnavism. The
following statement shows the number of manuscripts acquired, arranged under the
various subject headings specified in paragraph 2 of your Proceedings, No. 5452, dated
9nd June 1900 :—

e Sanskrit. | Tamil. ’ Telugu. ' Total. l ﬁ
Drama .. 2 oo 2
Fiction 2 oo 2
Language 6 o :
History 1 2 o :
Poetry 3
Philosophy . 13 = 1 ;i
Religion o 62 . 4
Science .. o 5 4 ;
- Miscellaneous ., . 8
.
Total ., 102 9 1 112
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7. Catalogues submitted—(1) Catalogue of the manuseripts of the year 1901~1902.—
An alphabetical list of the works transcribed, restored, purchased and presented during
the year is appended to this report. Columns are provided therein for indicating
the subject matter, author, pages and lines and extent of the work and the condition of
the manuseript. In conformity with G.0., No. 268, Educational, dated 4th J uly 1900,
remarks as to the rarity, usefulness and importance of the manuscripts are also added.
#Ahe place of deposit and the substance on which the manuscript is written are indi-
< cated in footnotes. A fuller descriptive catalogue of this collection and of the
collection of the previous year which are not included in the descriptive catalogue of
the Sanskrit manuscripts of the library, which is only brought up to March 1899,
will be prepared and published later on.

(2) Descriptive catalogue of the Sanskrit manuscripts of the Library.—As I
reported in my letter No. 46, dated 15th August 1901, the actual preparation of the
descriptive catalogue of the Sanskrit manuscripts of the library came to a close in
August last. The number of slips revised and prepared during the year is shown in
the following statement :—

Revision of slips. Preparation of slips.
P! p
Number of Number of
i Number of :
: : Number of manuscripts - manuscripts
Quarter ending slips on hand I_Jmnbe{ of I.‘Tumher of for which slips manu'scrlptp for for which slips
S slips revised | slips on hand hadto bs which slips had Tohe
beginning of daring the | at the end of prepared at the| OTe Prepared P reparg diat
the quarter. duasiare the quarter. beginning of du::;)ﬁetrhe the end of the
the quarter. 1 2 quarter,
30th June . oo 781 758 23 581 581
Since 30th June o 23 23 56 . 8§05

These 805 slips relate to manusecripts discovered in the course of revision. All
the slips of the descriptive catalogue have been arranged excepting those relating to
Mantra and Stotra which will be taken up for arrangement as soon as the copying of
extracts on the slips is finished. The first 104 pages of the descriptive catalogue
had been printed with an index as reported in letter No. 39, dated 13th August 1901.
The first part of volume I consisting of these printed pages was published during the
year under report.  Also proofs amounting to 150 pages are now in various stages of
correction.  As this work of printing was taken up only late in the year, much pro-
gress could not be made. It was mentioned in the last two reports that copyists were
employed for copying the extracts for the renewed and newly prepared slips of the
descriptive catalogue of the Sanskrit manuscripts in the library. This measure seems
to have been then adopted to free the hands of the pandits so as to engage them
in the preparation and revision of the descriptive catalogue with a view to finish it
soon. Now they have been directed to copy the extracts so that the allotment for
transeribing manuscripts may be fully utilized for that purpose. In this way they
have copied 818 slips.

8. Preservation of manuscripts.—To preserve the manuseripts from the attack of
white-ants and book-worms various measures were adopted. Camphor combined with
pepper was placed in the shelves ; naptha oil was applied to palm-leaf manuseripts.

+The manuseripts were taken out from time to time and systematically cleaned. In thig
way 233 manuscripts were oiled, and the Telugu, Hindustani and Kanarese manus-
cripts were all cleaned. Further some of the injured manuseripts were also restored.

9. A list of the printed books, catalogues and journals purchased for or presented
to the library is appended.

i0. I have already submitted certain proposals in regard to the improvement of
the working of this library ; and if, as I expect, they meet with your approval, T have
no doubt that this already useful institution will become more and more so in future
years.
2




June 1902.

No. 362, EpvcatioNar, 16T

No. 362, EpvcarioNar, 16ra Jone 1902.

HIoM Taq30 J0 a.un_&mum aqy jo yisodep yo edurd ey .-w@:swhq. E«E,Ssmﬁnm ‘g 190 x &yg W Jo uorssassod et} ut o.s‘b.» ‘1083vp |} v a-ﬁhmhm!ﬁ%nuﬂn%% u.wphﬂw.wmmﬂm.mw.ﬂﬁ Mma ¥ . .-_w LLR

5

uatg
1040 nuysty jo Ljurouredns
6y} uo esinoosip [Bowa[od Y

*Sury uoxyed stq
SUOTIUATL 10TJuB eqy, ‘syserid
10§ 90USL0JO1 JO 00( [uFe3n y

“&qdosoruqd mApwiSSIA 3O
Apnys ey} 03 uorjonporjur Uy

*Km
-0U01}81 013vmA}SAS UO JUBIXO
SETOO) DU SIEOpI0 S eI
‘SUBIPU] juotowe 61} A( pesses
-sod L1jewoep) uo.ow_m&w”onn
oY) ojur quSsur owos Jura1d
8% [0Jesn °03 ‘s18)[B [KIOGLIOBS
JO TOTJONIISUOD oYY YITM S[ua (]
< P00}
dopuerins-ys 10 1jedeig Jo
8uneasy ‘eArgowqoy Jo jooq
[IWE], 04} JO UOTSIOA JLI{SUES §
‘SBABUYSIBA POYIBWX
X PUB [) JO §3008 [WALX Oy}
Usesjeq eoustegyrp jo sjurod
ue9jyS1e ey} ojur Aimbue uy

*BaBqIex
-8y3iBuy JO BwBIp J[(ROGYIP
oy} 0} Arvjusuwruioo A1usseoou y

- -og

‘o[

-o(l!

o

‘o

e

‘o

** poop)

¥

EiF

o
.OQ

*ogo[dwop)

ehedyp
“B[eD oy}
jo esio
188 o}
jo  fae
-1 OO0

ur

o symBolg

‘o
‘o
“oq

‘ogardurop)

16e

¥99

8¢

6cel

86
18
6¥

648

e g ..m&uo.m;&q
WNSBYUISIN

*++ BAIRPBIBA

* maepung

- glnuewey

“BjjsqnusIA

-+ uorSioy

“Lqdosorryg

"** wordiey

‘o

LRSI O]

‘o

‘o

BuIRI(]

Bd U0 uBY)LIM 0% Pax03sox puB pequosUer) 83LSNUBL OYT, &

"fefeligdprasmyerg

*meussnyqeylesreq

‘wreusdnae
-~€A})BJBIBASIPIONPI))

* £1BjULTIN0D
e wedtjegqe oy

“qedipeadeqng

WBUBIBATARIY

-nseqpsequesedy

“TBUBIBATA
-~R}IRASBYBIBSCPRISY

‘[eaeo
-TAUPRUq BsePRIS Y

‘eAyoeda
-BABY SeIBSIBUYy

IS RRTTHINATORIAN] PO

“ ihiblipElRI g

‘(helkalbeh)
“helpiklie| g
‘(‘hlbkkale)
Lloikplichiaftbslahlie | ¥
+ hinibk|kiR 2:EbIAM | 8

4 Dlkplbhibblak | g

"' lkdlhebhldpble| |

‘S{IBWOY

| 'monpuoy

“JUeRE

‘seSeJ

*10}38UL

~poelqug

‘qeySug ut
gdrrosnuey ey Jo owBN

redenesg(q ur jdiosnuByy oYy 30 ewdyN | ‘oN

"B06[-106T 1804 oy3 Surmp Laeaqry sjdosnuURIY [BJUSLI() JUSWUIIAOL) 81g 10 y POQLIOSTL} s)AIOSDUBTY JLSUBG [0 417 TYONAAVHATY

b B
WS

7

hased or presented to the Government
1901-1902. .

ring

APPENDIX A.
s and Journals purc
ripts Library, du

Oriental Manusc

ted Books, Catalogue

in

Last of pr

‘d XIANHJAV
-

i { 4

‘.V

Number
of -
copies.

Books.

1

oo

oo

1. The Pandit, Vol. XXIII

eau

dica, Vol. VI, Parts ITI to VII

of the India Office, by F. F. Blumhardt,
5. The Indian Antiquary, Vol. XXXI (January and February numbers).

2. The Chaukhamba Sanskrit series Nos. 84 to 51

e

By
~
8
mn
-
o 3
S5
b=l
el @l
Colrfit=|
~
B>
oliogs
g4 5
S = 2
O M@
o &

1

t Manuscripts in the Library of the

1

tive catalogue of Sanskr

6. Notices of Sanskrit Manuscripts, second series,by Mahamahopadhyaya
Haraprasada Sastri, a.A., Vol. I, Part ITI ...
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No. 362, EpucatioNar, 16ra Jone 1902,

Proceedings, Dis. No. 2926 of 1902, :

M.R.Ry. M. Rangachariar, .., Professor of Sanskrit and Comparative Philology,
Presidency College, assumed charge of the Curatorship in August last year. There was
» 1o other change in the personnel of the staff. e : :

. 2. The work of acquiring manuseripts by travelling which was suspended under

G.0., No. 342, Educational, dated 13th June 1899, was resumed during the year. The
total number of manuseripts acquired was 112 against 105 last year, of which 37 were
by presentation, 50 by purchase; and 25 by transeription and restoration. Appendix B
printed as an annexure to the report gives in detail the subject-matter of each of these
manuseripts. Of the manuscripts acquired, nearly two-thirds related to ¢ Religion ”.

3. There was a further increase in the number of visitors from 1,641 to 1,930, the
majority of whom were copyists. As usual, the manuseripts most largely consulted
were under ¢ Poetry 7, ¢ Religion ”” coming next. : ,‘

4. The work of preparing the descriptive catalogue of Sanskrit manuseripts
sanctioned in June 1899 was completed during the year; and 805 new slips relating |
to manuseripts discovered in the course of revision were also prepared. The catalogning
of the vernacular manuseripts having now been sanctioned by Government, steps should
be taken to carry on the work as early as practicable. :

: 5. Much progress was not made in the printing of the descriptive catalogue as the
work was taken up late in the year. The Director hopes that this ‘work will be
pushed through as rapidly as possible. : =

6. The purchase and transcription of manuscripts seem to have been conducted

with discrimination, and the report is more interesting than usual. J udging from the
increasing number of visitors the institution appears to be growing in usefulness

and popularity.
7. The thanks of the Director are due to the gentlemen who were kind enough to
present manuscripts and to those who were in other ways helpful to the library.

8. The proposals referred to in the concluding paragraph of the report are under
consideration and orders will be passed thereon separately.

(A true Extract.)

‘G. H. STUART, :
Director of Publz;c Instruction.

To the Curator, Oriental Manuscripts Libtary.
Principals, First-grade Colleges. ‘
Principal, Teachers’ College and Training College, Rajahmundry.
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Orprr—No. 362, Bducational, dated 16th June 1902.

Recorded. ;
9. The printing of the deseriptive catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts

expedited.
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3. The report is mrneeessanly diffuse, and the Director of Public Instruction
shoulde draw the attention of the Curator to the standing instructions regarding the
aration of reports He should also consider whether appendlx Bis requu-ed

(True Extractf)

H. A. STUART,
Acting Secretary to Government.
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