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uesting the sanction of the Government of Tndia to the continuance of the arrangements
ich aluminium required for the School of Arts is obtained from Messrs, Best & Co.,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

From W. DOBBIE, Esq., Accountant-General, Madras, to the Chief Secretary
to Government, dated 10th January 1902, No. P. A. 497/10158,

I have the honour to report that the officer in charge of the Aluminium depait-
ment of the School of Arts, Madras, has been purchasing aluminium through Messrs.
Best & Co., Madras, since May 189!, and the total cost of the aluminium purchased
to date amounts to Rs. 3,18,876-10-9. Aluminium comes under the category of
Europe stores, and under article 98 (%) of the Civil Account Code it should have
been obtained by indenting on the Secretary of State, and the purchase through
Agents in India 1s opposed to the rule.

2. My office has up to the present admitted bills for the aluminium purchased
through Best & Co., as it was thought that article 98 (%) applied only to manufactured
articles and not to raw material. This, however, is not the case.

3. I bring the matter to the notice of Government with a view to the supply of
alominium in the future being obtained through the authorized channel of sup})ly.
It in the interests of the public service it is found necessary to continue for the
present the existing arrangements for supply, 1 would ask that the sanction of the
Government of India may be obtained to the arrangement which does not come within
the exceptions mentioned in article 93 (&) of the Civil Account Code.

No. 17.

Referred to the Director of Public Instruction for remarks.

(By order.)
A. T. PRINGLE,

18¢k January 1902. Assistant Secretary.

From the Hon’ble Mr. G. H. STUART, m.a., Barrister-at-Law, Director of Public
Instruction, Madras, to the Secretary to Government, Educational Depart-
ment, doted 4th February 1902, Ref. on C. No. 395.

In reply to the endorsement of Government, No. 17, Educational, dated 18th
January 1902, herewith returned, I have the honour to. submit the enclosed copy of a
letter from Mr. Chatterton explaining why it is desirable that the purchase of alumi-
nium should continue to be made in India, and to request that the sanction of the
Government of India for such purchases may be obtained. The advantages of the
present procedure are evident: and the resort to purchase through the India Office
would mean practically the abandonment of the operations now carried on at the
School of Arts, as the conditions would become so uulike those of ordinary trade that

the experiment would have no value.
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cised unless the present arrangements are continued.
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ENCLOSURE.

From A. CHATTERTON, Esq., Officer in charge of Aluminium Department, School of Arts,
Madras, to the Director of Public Instruction, dated 28th January 1902, No. Al./5075.

I have the honour to return the papers sent with your No. 895 of 27th January 1902 with
the following remarks.

I think it will be necessary to apply to the Government of India for sanction to purchase
aluminium locaily for the following reasons :—

{1) Orders sent through the India Store department would probably take six months to
execute as there would be delay here between the despatch of the indent from this office and its
transmission to the India Office and there would be further delays in Liondon. This would
involve keeping a very Yarge stock of metal here.

(2) Messrs. Best & Co. are the agents for India of the British Aluminium Company,
and at the start of the industry they invested several lakhs of rupees in metal with a view to
developing the market. They are paid a commission on sales by the British Aluminium Com-
pany, and under their agreements with that company thsy would still receive a commission on all
metal supplied to the India Office and there would be no reduction in price but probably the
reverse.

(3) I have already pointed ont that it is desirable that the Aluminium department should
control the supply of matal to India in ocder to ensure a safficiently high standard of purity and,
if the supply came from the [nlia Store department, there would be some difficulty in doing this
and the rejection of matal would involve endless correspondence. At the present time any metal
with the quality of which I am not satisfied is simply returned to Best & Co., and they ecredit
the department with its value.

(4) Metal supplied through Messrs. Best & Co. pays 5 per cent. duty. I do not know if it
would do so throngh the India Store department.

(3) T am in the habit of sending indeats for metal about twice a month and if necessary
oftener. There is no trouble involved in this, bat it would be a more serious matter if 1 sent
indents on the India Office as often as this.

(6) Dealiog directly with the importers I keep in touch with the trade, as this is very
desirable, so long as I am in my present position. :

OrpER—No. 138, Educational, dated 12th March 1902.

The Government of India will be addressed.

(True Extract.)

M. HAMMICK,
Secrelary to Government,

To the Accountant-General.
» Financial Department (with notes).

Lerrer—No. 139, Educational, dated Fort St. George, 12th March 1902, to the
Secretary to the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department,

With reference to the correspondence ending with Mr. Weir's letter to the
department of Revenue and Agriculture, No. 12, Educational, dated the 7th J anuary
1902, on the subject of the aluminium industry at the Madras School of Arts
I am directed to state that the officer in charge of the school has from the ﬁrsz

. bought the metal from Messrs. Best & Co. of Madras, the agents of the British
 Aluminium Company.

nin The Accountant-General has represented that, inasmuch as
aluminium comes under the category of Kuropean stores, article 98 (%) of the

Civil Account Code applies, and the metal should be obtained by indent on the

Secretary of State.
2. In the previous correspondence, the necessity that Mr. Chatterton should

‘eonfrol the supply of this metal to India and thus be able to ensure a suffi-

ciently high standard of purity has been urged. Such control cannot be exer-
Moreover the Governor

)

S, S, WP

e R S g el ki Y e

’““‘?\ -




Nos. 138, 139, EovcarioNarn, 12t Marcr 1902.

AAAAS A

in Council is informed that the Store department of the India Office would be
also dependent on the British Aluminium Company whenever this Government
made an indent for metal for the School of Arts, and as under the agreement
between the company and Messrs. Best & Co. that company have to pay the
latter a stipulated commission on all sales to the India Office, there would be
no saving on cost by getting the metal through the Stores department. Orders
sent through the India Office could not be executed with the same rapidity as
at present when the metal may be bought twice a month or oftener. Under
“ these circumstances the Governor in Council does not wish to alter the existing ﬁ
arrangements, and I am directed to request that the Government of India may
be moved to sanction their continuance until further orders. '
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M. HAMMICK,
Secretary to Government.
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Exd. A, F. Eccleston.
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EpvcaTiosaL DEPARTMENT. (

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.O., Nos. 138, 139, EDUCATIONAL, DATED
1211 MARCH 1902,

[Svssecr.—Purchase of aluminium from Messrs. Best & Co.]

- From the Accounlant-General, No. P. A. 497/10158, dated 10th January 1902.

B

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT,
_ For the Chief Secretary— :
Submitted that the remarks of the Educational department may be invited.

C. M. ScamIpT. ;
-1-02,
it G. S. Forsgs.
14-1-02.

Educational department u.o.

EbpvcatioNarn DEPARTMENT.

Before the Educational department offers any remarks on the question raised by
the Accountant-General, it seems necessary that we should know what Mr. Chatterton
and the Director have to say on the subject. The Government of India have just
been informed, in another connection, about the direct purchase of the metal by
Mr. Chatterton—uvide G.O., Nos. 11, 12, Educa@xonal,‘dated 7th January 1902. On
page 2 of the notes connected with these proceedings, the Secretary says “ Government
of India may probably find something to criticise in Mr. Chatterton’s description as to
how he has secured control of the supply of raw material, but his method is apparently
effective.” Tt seems open to objection that Mr. Chatterton should deal direct with
the British Aluminium Company, but at the same time it must be said that, if purchase
is effected through the Director-General of Stores, the Indian Aluminium Company
and others wanting the raw metal in India will have to make their purchases elsewhere
and not from Mr. Chatterton ; the British Company will be free to sell to any one in
India and there will be no guarantee that the quality of the metal will be maintained.
We have told India that one of our objects in continuing the industry on the present
extensive scale is to secure control over the importation of inferior metal. Such
importation will tell very much on the future of the industry.

2. The Financial department may be asked to transfer the paper to Educational,
so that the Director may be consulted and, if necessary, apphca@wp may be made to
A the Government of India for sanction to continue the existing arrangement.

The paper seems really to belong to Educational.

P. T. THARYAN.
16-1-02.
Sceretary—

I do not agree at all with the remark 2t A, a_nd b;:lieve that this question of stores
has always been regarded as one proper to the Financial department.
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2. We should refer (officially) to the Director of Public Instruction for remarks.

A. T. PriNGLE.
16-1-02.

‘Do so. But it would be impossible almost while aluminium business is being
run on present lines to get the raw material through Director-General of Stores and
it would upset moreover Mr. Chatterton’s arrangements for controlling supply.

C. J. Wgrr.
’ 16-1-02.
The draft reference placed below may issue,
P. T. Trakyax.
17-1-02.
. A. T. Prinoyr,
17-1-02.

From the Directer of Public Instruction, dated 4th February 1902, No. 395.

Mr. Chatterton’s remarks may be concurred in and the file returned to the
Financial department.

P. T. THaRrYAN.
5202,

Secretary—

It seems to me that Government need not and had better not  concur . 18
Mr. Chatterton’s view that Government (through his agency) should “ control the
supply "’ of aluminium ¢ to India.” The Secretary of State may not wish Govern-
ment to endorse this; the Store department at home are, moreover, jealous of their
privileges.

2. It would be better perhaps to treat this as one of the several subjects which
are at present under enquiry ;—to state what are Mr. Chatterton’s views, and to say
that Government are not prepared either to endorse these or to contradiot them but
are waiting for further light, and in the meantime would be glad to receive sanction
to continuing to go on as at present.

A. T. Princiz.
6-2-02.

HM—

We must decide whether or not to ask the sanction of Government of India to
existing arrangement. :

2. 1 believe the British Aluminium Company has most of the business in the
United Kingdom, and presumably the India Office would, if it made the supply to
Mr. Chatterton, have to purchase from the British Aluminium Company.

3. Then, if Mr. Chatterton is right in the statement at the end of puragraph 2
of his letter, there would be no advantage in getting aluminium through the India
Office, and there would no doubt be many inconveniences involved.

4. It is submitted that the Government of India may be asked to sanetion the
present arrangement, at all events for another year (vide last part of paragraph 2 of our
letter in Government Order of 7th January 1902),

C. J. Weir.
7-2-02.

\

Yes: or until farther orders.

J. T[uomson].
8-2-02,

G e i e h
3
The draft placed below may issue with the concurrence of the Financial
department.
T. KaNAKASUNDARAM PILLAT.
13-2-02.
P. T. Taarvay.
13-2-02.
Secretary. /
: A. T. Privere.

x g 24202,
We had better verify portion of draft at A, Tt is to be gathered from
Mr. Chatterton’s letter but write a demi-official to Mr. Chatterton and make sure.

C. J. Weir.
21-2-02.
Demi-official sent.
s YT
i R 122202,
P Demi-official from A. CHATTERTON, Es., Superintendent, School of Arts, to

A. T. PRINGLE, Esq., Assistant Secretary to Government, dated 22nd
February 1902.

~ The Government are perfectly correct in assuming that the Store department of the
India Office will without doubt be dependent on the British Aluminium Company
whenever they make an indent for aluminium for the School of Arts and that the
company will have to pay commission to Best & Co. for all aluminium shipped to
India by the India Office Store department.

Mr. Chatterton is sure that the Store department of the India Office will be
dependent on the British Aluminium Company whenever an indent is sent home for
aluminium for the School of Arts and that the company will have to pay commission
to Messrs. Best & Co. for all aluminium shipped to India.

P. T. THARYAN,

24-2-02.
Secretary—
: A. T. PriNGLE.
24-2-02.
C. J. WEerr,
24-2-02.
To Financial Department u.o.
B FixancrarL DepaRTMENT.
(i To Chief Assistant—
. e Has it been finally settled that the aluminium industry at the School of Arts is

p Yo go on notwithstanding that there are private companies” in the field ? Have not
%,'India eut out some of the provision from the budget estimates ?

G. 8. Forsss.
26-2-02,
For the Chief Secretary—

" - It has been ascertained from the Edueational department that the papers in G.0s.,
: No. 74 1, Educational, dated the 13th December 1901, aad Nos. 11, 12, Educational,
dated the 7th January 1902, contain the latest decisions as regards the future of the
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aluminium industry. The Government have decided to continue it on the present
lines for a year at least from the Ist April 1902, unless either the Secretary of State
or the Government of India should pass orders to the contrary in the meanwhile.

2. So far as we have information, the Government of India have not touched the
provision for the aluminium industry in the budget ecstimates for 1902-1903. The
estimates provide for receipts of 250 lakhs

Page 22 of the civil budget estimate. under XXI-E Sciextrric ANp otrER MINOR

s 181 £ & DEPARTMENIS— Miscellansous, and for a
like sam for expenditure under 26-0.
SCIENTIFIC, ETC., DEPARTMENTS— Miscellanesus. §
T. Hart Rao. 2
28-2-02.

C. M. ScaMipT.
28202

There is no reason why Financial department should object to the present draft

letter in the circumstances.

(Personally I think there is no justification for Government’s continuing the
aluminium business any longer.)
G. S. Forzes,
28-2-02.

Educational Depariment u.o.

EprcaTioNanL DEPARTMENT.

M
i i Wn:
1-3-02.
J. T mouson].
3-3-02,
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ENcLOSURE.

From A. CHATTERTON, Oﬁoer in cha
~ Madras, to the Director of

I kve the honour to return the pa
the fol%vmg remarks. e

I think it will be necessary to a ly to/the Govomment d ‘
dluminium locally for the following p :

(¥) Orders sent through the India/ Store dopartment ould obabl iah dxmm’h
execute as there would be delfy here betwyeen the despa the 1 mmt fr};m this office and i
transmission to the India Office and there wonld be further dola.yl mLondon. Thil woul
* i - involve keeping a very large stock of 4
ewi‘hh ret.urned?:}: ha.ve 'L'.he & o | i (2) Messrs. Best & Co. are thé
: . - and at the start of the industry they
' a letter from Mr. Cha.tt.ert.on | developing the market. 'They aro ps
: i pany, and under their agreements w.
‘ metal supplied to the India Office
reverse.

R (3) I have already thut it is desirable that tho Aluminium department sho
- control the supply of metal to Indig in order to ensure a sufficiently high standard of of purity
the supply came from the India Btore department, there would be some difficulty in doing
and the rejection of metal would ifivolve endless correspondence. At the time any
with the quality of which I am nbt satisfied is simply returned to Best & Co., cnd thy mﬁs
the department with its value. _
4) Metal su plied through Messrs. Best & Co. pays 5 per cent. dnty. Ido notkwwﬂ%"
would do so throngh the India Store department. :
v ~ (5) I am in the habit of/ sending indents for metal about twice a month and if m
jof i ~ oftener. There is no trouble olved in this, but it would be a more serious matter if
ds: ld be : i 5 ~ indents on the India Office as ¢ften as this.
¢ cu,:bicns wou (,Q\emq 80 unlike i : A ‘ .‘amu(ﬁ)/nleahng (}lreotly th the importers I keep in touch with the trade, as this is very
: 2 x
?xperiment. wqﬁd,\ gsave qo value 3 BNy Yy m"t position.
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M
ORDER—No./2% , Educational, dated“' * Fohruazy 1902.
The Government of India will be addressed.

[Here enter letter No./ 37 » Educational, dated / ZEM 1902.]

‘Tgsz, be ent. ser‘\'p,nt, o i (True Extract.)




No., y Evvcarionar, I? spmoany 1
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTM

From . ; GCSK A )
Ag. Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Edueational Dep

Tuy SECRETARY 10 mug GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
Fivance aNp Coxurrce Depaniuexe,
Dated Fort 8t. George,  February 19¢
With reference to the correspondence ending ‘with, my letter to the d
ment of Revenue and Agriculture, No. 12 : EduOutional, dated the 7th J ;
- 1902, on the subject of the aluminium industry at the Madras Sehool of A
";,Iif'am directed to state that the officer in charge of the school has from the first
bought the metal from Messrs, Best & Co. of Madras, the agents of the B tish
Aiﬁnﬁnium Company. The Accountant-General| has represented that, inasmuch as
aluminium comes under the category of Furo stores, article 98 (%) of the
Civil Account Code applies, and the motal shopld #be obtained by indent on the

8ir,

Secreta ry of State.

. 2, In the previous correspondence,'fthe necessity that Mr. Chatterton should
ceontrol the supply of this metal to Indja and thus be able to ensure & suff.
clently high standard of purity has been urged. Such control cannot be exer~
°d unless the present arrangements are continued. Moreover the Governor |
‘Council is informed that the Store department of the India Office would be
lependent on the seme British Aluminium Company whenever this Government |
- made an indent for meta] for the School of Arts, and as under the agreement

%%“n the company and Messrs, Best & Co. that company have to pay the
latter a stipulated commission on all sales to the India Office, there
‘1o saving on cost by getting the metal through the Stores
, é could not be executed with

NgC

gements, and I am directed to re
moved“ to sanction their continuance

I have the honour to be,
Sir, - i LA
Your most obedient servant,

bt ol
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