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Lawrence Asylum, Ootacamund, ,

letter from the Vice-Chairman of the ~= regarding the case of an imbecile boy in
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—
From C. M. MULLALY, Fsq, I.C.8, Vice-Chairman of the Lawrence Asylum
Committee, to the Secretary to Government, Kduecational department
(through the Director of Public Instruction), dated Ootacamund, 21st

October 1901.

I have the honour to forward herewith an exfract from the proceedings of the
Lawrence Asylum Committee, dated 16th August 1901 (marked enclosure No. 1),
with the connected papers (enclosures Nos. 2, 3 and 4), concerning the case of-a boy
in the asylum, named W. C. 8. Watson.

9. He is over age and ought to have left the asylum some time ago, but all the
Committee’s attempts to dispose of the boy in a satisfactory manner have been non-
plussed. Enclosuce No. 4 gives an epitome of the Committee’s procedure in the form
of extracts from their proceedings.

3. With reference to the suggestions contained in Mr. Higgens’ letter (enclosure

No. 3) I may say—

(a) So far as we know the boy has n
India he has a grandfather and grandmother by marriage, but no blood relations.
The step-grandfather’s name is Cunningham. ie refuses to have anything to do
with the boy (z7ae enclosure No. 4 —proceedings of 11th Japuary 1901).

(b) He cannot be sent to England through the workhouse as this can only
bo done under section 17, Act IX of 1874, and for this it is necessary that he should
be first declared a vagrant under section 5 which is not desirable. Moreover, the
workhouse is intended only to give temporary, not permanent, ussistance and it is not
a desirable place for a boy. :

4. I can trace no precedent to govern a case of this nature. He ought to be
gent to a permanent home for imbeciles, but there is no such home in India. He
cannot be sent to the Lunatic Asylum as the Medical officer (Major Williams)
declines to certify him as such, nor can he be scnt to the workhouse for reasons
mentioned above, and the Friend-in-need will not take him. The best course there-
fore appears to be to send him to a home for imbeciles in England, but the Committee
has no information concerning such homes, either Government or private, and would
be glad to receive orders or directions to enable it to send the boy away from the

Lawrence Asylum aud to make the best arrangements possible for his welfare.

—

Excrosure No. 1.
Extract from the Proceedings of the Lawrence Asylum Committee, dated 16th August 1901.

Ttem No. X VIII.—Regarding boy Watson; copy of Principal’s letter of 15th July 1901

and Mr. A. W. B. Higgens’ reply thereto.

. Resolution.—That the facts of the case be laid be
Committee would be glad to receive directions to
satisfactory manuner

1

fore Government with an intimation that the
enable them to dispose of the boy in ®

o relations whatever in England. In

o

* -
1
3

it

No. 62, EpvcarioNar, 7tm FEsruary 1902. o ’ s

Encrosurz No. 2.

From the Rev. F. J. TAYLOR, Acting Principal, I,
HIGGENS, Esq:, Woodstock, Nunga&b;uka:;? %}Zdézl?ir:i;ec(l) T;:}? ?glr}d,lgglA. e,

We have a boy here, whose case is a very diffienlt L
may be able to help us. The facts are brieﬂ; ’a fo?ilow:,new gfgmgsuthq I‘zlneind:m-need Societ
the Friend-in-need Committee ? youmind laying them before

The boy’s name is Watson. When he was i - T
from mental and bodily disease”. But he hasadrig:'t::dg;? (l)ﬁgish:h: i:;ﬁerfi)ﬁed to be “freo
masters could not get him to learn in class ; he has been put to different tmdPr g)'ﬂ have. The
il:ogress whatever. Since he came here his father, who was a private in th 932- dllt has made no

lgkl}t Infantry, has died, and tl‘mre are o relatives escept a younger broti “n Soperseta_hu*e
n})la ll?ig satls_faclsltory progress. The boy is now seventeen years of age and it i:l' W:lo i8 here and
should remain here among junior boys. The age limit of the institution is si not good that ke
are not usually kept here after that age. ution 1s sixteen, that is, boys

Our Committee would, I am sure, be t i i i
s , be grateful if the F -in- :

:(I)lo?:akgc;h?n boy from here. We are already paying Rs. ;;I;g ge:::i ?:c.ety ooul_d arrange
Wotoon Pe';_]?n“;a“' n“n’i?dh A. Stock, and are willing to make a similar a‘y":l)lur :?mety i
B woik. 'ar(‘l.sp sg}me_ 18 '{tslmple employment might be found for hil?\ in B B S boy
Kilpauk) hi el e is quite harmless. ~ Captain Palk (Superintendent of caimectmn M
it Y lumt'n eoinmumoated with, but the boy cannot be admitted th e Arylum at

1 atic. 1 understand however that his dition i $9s. aidem e 18
certificate of lunacy. condition 1s ‘not such as %o justify a

e

Excrosure No. 3.

From A. W. B. HIGGENS, Es
, Esq., to the Rev. F. J.
b 18&)3 J. TAYLOR, dated Madras, 14th

I am sorry there has been so much d i ‘
) h delay in replying ab. '
%?Ig:(:l (ti(.)i;nz m1 (é&mp and had to be .cucu]ated to thg fnegtl?erzu{:)ft:ll? bg}' Wat‘sor_l. .The b
eed Society, which ook time, On the whole I think that v:e h:cin l?et(;gmm;ﬂeed o:t ﬂ]:e
T not undertake

the lad, even though the asy)

e lad, 10 ylum should pay us for doi :

iy ot g 0 s i o Fpont b5 b o it b Pt Lo
sent to England through the workhouse? I am sorry not t UL elgtions oF ol b ok

ExcLosure No. 4.

ExTtrAcT from the Proceedings of the Lawrence Asylum Committee, dated 12th Octobe 1900
T g

Ziem No.7.— Reported on th
B Tbeilo, ported on the case of the buy Watson,

Resolution.—The Principal is asked to wri i |
found for the boy at the Asy}ium Presz, Moa‘dvr!zg?' i Bl e e ey

who is more than seventeen years of

Exrracr from the Proceedings of the Lawrence Asylum Committee, dated 9th Novembé lQOQ :
] T .

Item No.5.—Read a letter from Mr. Hill i :
Lawrence Asylum Press declined to receive \Vlat,ss:tmg it fhe Apcie ® £ Cil

Lesoluticn.—The Principal i p
Wiy b binm, rincipal is requested to write to Watson’s relatives and ask them to take

Extract from the Proceedings of the Lawrence Asylum Committee, dated 11th J anuary 1901

Item No. 7.—Read a letter from Mr. Cunningham, declining to receive the boy Watson

Resolved that the Princiral b
y ! ral be asked to draw v t \
Medical officer in charge be requested to report on h]i}s) ;gnizilﬁ:ggc?tfyfhe boy’s caso and that the

Exrract from the Proceedings of the Lawrence Asylum Committee, dated 8th February 1901

Ziem No. 6 —Read a letter from the Medi ficer 1
. : he Medical 1
forwarded by Captain C. L. Williams, ».p , in relgc:rd (;gl:zl‘; l?;y c‘h‘;l;‘i?)g R i i

Besolved that the case be submitted for the orders of Government.
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No. 62, EpvcaTioNALy 7TH FEBRUARY 1902.

NotE on preceding extract by the Rev. F. J. Taylor.

Captain Palk said that the boy could be admitted into the Kilpauk Lunatic Asylum if the-
Lawrence Asylum Medical officer signed the ordinary form of admission. This would involve:
the deseription of the boy asa lunatic”, and Captain Williams, the Ootacamund Lawrence
Asylum consulting physician, declined to certify him as such.

It was thought that, before submitting the matter to Government, one more attempt might be
made to dispose of the boy, and. the Friend-in-need Society was approached. - Nothing definite
resulted. During the changes which at this time took place in the principalship, the matter was
in abeyance. On 15th July I wrote to Mr. Higgens, the President of the Friend-in-need
Society.
Copy of this letter is enclosed herewith, marked enclosure No. 2. Mr. Higgens replied

on the 14th August. Copy of his reply is attached, marked enclosure No. 3.

These letters were laid before the meeting of 16th Augu
which is prefixed to these papers.

st, extract from the proceedings of

——

N. Dis. on C. No. 8060.
Submitted to Government.

; G. H. STUART,
§th November 1901. Director of Public Instruction.

Ozrpxe-—No, 62, Educational, dated 7th February 1902.
understands that Major Williams has

Recorded, as the Governor in Council
tificate necessary for the lad’s admission

withdrawn his objection to granting the cer
into the lunatic asylum at Madras.

(True Extract.)

C. J. WEIR,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Committee of the Lawrence Asylum, Ootacamund
(through the Director of Public Instruction).

Exd.'A. F. Eccleston.
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NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., No. 62, EDUCA
' DATED 7rn FEBRUARY 1901.

Wi,

- The eo-mmittee of the Lawrence Asyluin, Ootacamund, submits the caseolt lmy
d Watson for the orders of Gov¢ mment. St

1§

2. The boy is over age and an in oecile and all the committee’s attempts to dispose
im in a satisfactory manner have failed. No employment can be found for
in the Lawrence Asylum press; the Friend-in-Need Society is unwilling to take hi
and he cannot be sent to the Lunatic Asylum. The boy has no relations whatever
ngland, and the only relation he has in India—a step grandfather by c-
refuses to have anything to do with him. : : e
8. The boy cannot be sent to the workhouse  as, for this, it is necessary that h
- should be first declared a vagrant under section 5 of the European Vagrancy Act,
1874, and this is not desirable. Moreover, the workhouse, which is intended
~ to give only temporary assistance,is not the place for the boy, who is in need of some
‘permanent help. : S s g
4. The committee considers that the boy ought to be sent to a pe:
- for imbeciles in India or in England ; but there is no such home in India,
~ therefore be sent to one in England. The committee has, however, nc
- concerning such homes, and would be glad to receive orders or directions
to send the boy away from the asylum and to make the best arrangement
his welfare. S ARl
~ b. There is an asylum for imbeciles in Leavesden, near King’s Lan
- Whitaker’s Almanac for 1900, page 289. ?;110%::;;}??::1%8@? A e
w admission into any one of these asylums can be secured is not
‘Whitaker’s Aln.mnfm for 1900, ?age 288. ;;&zzz:er;tan%f:ef '» ol ;
admission to this is by election or pay. If the Lawrence Asylum co
~ prepared to meet the charge of sending the boy to England and to make
allowance for his maintenance till his death, it may write to the Secretary
4 | mentioned asylum and ascertain the terms of admission ; but the char
* | apparently be a legitimate one on the asylum funds, and the only course o
It is clear that Watson is & “ natural ”, and it the committee Sones to b“ to .
is not a good thing to try and keep him at Whether some light ,emplﬁyw can
- Lovedale. ‘be found for the boy in the asylam itselt.
‘ The step grandfather is not bound
maintain the boy—wvide section 488 of the
Criminal Procedure Code.

A. T. PrixgLE.
18-11-01.

His presence was objected to as likely to be
detrimental to cther boys, I remember.

C.J. Wz, T. KaANAKASUNDARAM Pirrar.
19-11-01. 16-11-01.
P. T. THARYAN.
15-11-01.

S




Beeretary—

If it is held that the charges could not legitimately be debited to 1] fund
the Lawrence Asylum—and, considering the fact that the boy is over aoeu:mlinv(:';g:
once removed from the institution have really no connection with it, “this view is

asonable,—the case falls under one of charity, and the debits will he against the
head “ donations for . . . charitable purposes .

It is submitted that under the circumstances reported the best lan is to th
boy to Earlswood. If this is decided upon, the Secretary of Statepmay be a?fﬂ‘:sseg
and asked to make the necessary enquiries and arrangements,

A. T. PrixGLE.
18-11-01.

The step grandfather might be willing to look after the boy if he was paid
and this would be cheaper than sending him to England. But it would probably not".
be a satisfactory arrangement nor would it be likely to last long, '

Perhaps Judieial department may be able to advise and refer to some preéedents.

C.J. Wgrn,

4 19-11-01.
Judicial depariment u.o.

JUDICIAT DEPARTMENT.
To Under Secretary—

There is no exact precedent in Judicial. Instructions have been issued by the

Government of India for the guidance of local Governments as to the circumstances
i which warrant their sending insane
G.(l).,t;gTo. 3035, Judicial, dated 13th November paupers to England. Paragrap}:; 2 of the
i Government of India resolution states that
even lunaties of European parentage should not be sent to England unless their transfer
is likely to promote their recovery or there is reason to believe that they have relations
in the United Kingdom who will be able and willing to bear the cost of their mainte-
nance. The boy in the present instance is
Government in the Educational department. 10t @ lunatic, but only an imbecile, and it
X does not appear that he has got any one
A. T. PrivgLz. . : A b §

in the United Kingdom to support him.

It would therefore appear that his deportation is * not desirable.

* This point is purely for determination by

A. SRINIVASA AIYANGAR.
30-11-01.

Chief Secretary— ;

Judicial is not in a position to afford much assistance in the matter. There may
be some Military institution at home which would take the boy in: the Secretary
of State, if written to, would doubtless advise in the matter.
i ' ; A. R. Knapp.

2-12-01.
G. S. Forsrs.

. 4-12-01.
Educational depariment u.o.

: Epvearionar DepARTMENT.
HM —

For orders as to whether the Secretary of State may not be addressed.

) ol o THARYAN.
© §5-12-01.

A. T. PrinNGTE.
5-12-01.

C. J. WEIr.
. 6-12-01.

L R

\

i 3 Y

A most difficalt business. Hadn’t
we best first ask the other Governments if
they have any suitable institutions ? He
will cost less yearlfy in this country, and
journey and care of him to England would
be saved. T aondachet ks

Can he be charged to the institution ?
Is he not rathera charge on Government ?

Various Directorics might be looked up, such
as Thacker’s Bengal one, to see if there 1s any
such institution. I fear, however, there is not.

O. J. Wer.
1-12=011

I consulted every available source of information
persoually before noting on the case.

‘ A. T. PRINGLE. Wi o Beolul B
. 11-12-01. -
J. T[momsoN].
7-12-01.

For the Assistant Secretary— e

' Thacker’s Directory is the only one available in the Secretariat. This has been

looked into but no suitable institutions appear to exist in India. The committee also
say so—uvidz paragraph 4 of the Vice-Chairman’s letter. ~

In the note at A on page 1 it is stated that the expenses op_aceount of the boy’s

transfer from the asylum and maintenance cannot be a legitimate charge on th

asylum funds. : ‘,

P. T. THARYAN.
10-12-01.

Telephonic message from the Secretary to Government, Educational Department, to the
B v ool Utk S 5% Dotiomees 490K ey

Tt is understood that there is no such institution anywhere in India as an asylum
for idiots. Can you confirm this? ’ |

 Telephonic message from the Surgeon- General, to the Seeretary to Government, Educational
e‘IcP ¥ i Department, dated 11th December 1901. ,

: Your telephone of this day. Idiotey is only a type of insanity, and those who
~ are subject to this are admitted into Lunatic Asylam. But there is.no institution

- styled an Idiot Asylum.

Seeretary—
A I think we may trust Thacker’s Directory: it is an accurate one ; moreover if
~ there were such an asylum in India, it would be well .known. The Surgeon-General’s
telephonic message corroborates the statement made in paragraph 4 of the first office-
2. As already submitted, it would not be fair to put charges of the kind upon the
sylum funds. As soon as this boy leaves the school, he will have no more title to be
kept at the expense of the charity than any other ex-pupil. It is thought that he is
charge on Government. Rt
~ 3. The popular sentiment in England is, I have always understood, opposed to
lacing a ¢ natural ” for ever in the company of lunatics: his amentia may scienti-
goally be only another type of their dementia, butthe fact remains that lunatios are
prone to be noisy, if not violent, and filthy in their habits, while born naturals need
- mot be filthy, and are very rarely offensive in any way. ‘

A. T. PrincrLE.
- 14-12-01.

Submitted to Honourable Member again. There is apparently no good in making

inquiry of other local Governments in India.

C. J. Wer.
28<12-01.
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i[ith special reference to Major
 advice, proper to the case, that he can

AR J. T[HomMsoN].
T [24-12301.
tot}:esnfgaon-dﬂeneral for remarks.

A. T. PRINGLE.
ik B1-02.
“€od. Werr.
- 8-1-02.

+

ﬁaptam Williams that the Lunatic Asylam is the only place
d for the care of idiots and after directing his attention to the
definition of the word lunatic as used in the Act, XXXVI of 1858, he consents to sign
the necessary certificate. At the present time no less than fourteen idiots are under
care in the local Asylum. Sk A v
| D. SiNcLAIR.
3-2-02.

EpucaTioNAL DEPARTMENT.

may issue.
A. T. PriNGiE,
5--4-02.
C. J. Wgir.
5-2-02.

memesveiceiiecicn g
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