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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,

Reap—the following paper :—
Report on Public Instrugtion in the Madras Présidency for 1900-1901.

OrpER—No. 686, Educational, dated 26th November 1901.

The Director’s report is drawn up on the lines suggested by the ;
of India but further compression was possible: in futu%g this an::m:lereepg:f Thu;ﬁrll;
be confined to forty pages. The year under review ~was not characterised by an
events of importance. Primary education, owing to distress and other causes reee};vedi
temporary check. In all other stages of education the statistics indicate im’provement
The minor changes are enumerated in paragraph 2. :

2. Ezpenditure—The total expenditure amounted to 7437 lakhs against 71-63
in the previous year. Towards this sum provincial funds contributed 1§'80 against
19-68, local and municipal funds 10-25 against 10°06, fees 23-90 against 2183 and
private funds 21-42 against 20°06. The expenditure classed as direct came to 56-96
lakhs or 204 less than in 1899-1900, while on direction and imspection, on buildin
and special purposes, and on similar objects classed as indirect, 17-41 lakhs or 4-7g
more than in 1899-1900 were spent. Thesc variations are to a great extent nominal :
hostel charges, for instance, which used to be entered partly under direct and partl);
under indirect expenditure, are now wholly debited to the latter head. Of the total
direct expenditure as much as 47-17 per cent. was devoted to primary, 2817 to
secondary, 1567 to collegiate (arts and professional), and 899 to special education.

8. Qeneral Statistics.—On the 31st March 1901 there were 26,926 institutions
of all grades and classes attended by 850,224 pupils, as compared with 27,450 with
862,991 on the corresponding date in 1900. The fall is attributed partly to the
prevalence of distress and epidemics and partly to the inadequate payment of results

ants ; as however private unaided institutions showed an increase both in number
and strength, the Governor in Council is disposed to think that the second of these
causes must have been the most important factor in bringing about the result noticed.
Of the pupils 722,151 were boys and 128,073 girls, forming respectively 25'3 and 4'3
per cent. of the population of school-going age against 25'7 and 4'4 per cent. in
1899-1900, the census figures of 1901 being employed in both ecases.

4. Boys’ Education— Primary.—Of the total number of boys under instruction,
655,750 or about 91 per cent. were in the primary stage and of these 553,921 were
in institutions under public management, the corresponding figures for the previous
year being 669,709 and 569,479. Taking schools under public management by
themselves, the expenditure on such of them as imparted primary education alone was
18-83 lakhs and that on the primary departments of such as were intended for secon-
dary education also 3-15 lakhs. Each pupil on an average paid a fee of 15 annas
and 9 pies and cost the State and local boards together Rs. 1-8-0. The number of
candidates for the Primary examination fell from 24,949 to 24,278, but the passes for
complete certificates rose from 12,677 to 14,187. Only 11,978 appeared as pupil
candidates against 13,213 in the previous year.
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Secondary.—In institutions under public management- there were 35,368 boys
in the lower and 17,408 in the upper secondary stage as compared with 34,915 and
15,956 in 1899-1900. The total expenditure on the lower secondary departments
was 7-36 and on the upper secondary departments 6'43 lakhs. The average fee paid
by a pupil ina lower secondary school was Rs. 7-8-0 and the average cost to the
State and local boards together on his account Rs. 3-9-0." The corresponding averages
in upper secondary schocls were Rs. 18-2-0 and Rs. 4-5-0. Tn future reports the
average expendifure on a pupil in each stage should be given. For the lower

~ secondary examination 9,941 candidates, amongst whom private candidates represented

more than 30 per cent., appeared, and of these 2,918 passed for complete certificates.
One hundred and thirty-two candidates presented themselves for the upper secondary
examination and 17 passed against 74 and 9 respectively in the previous year, but
the examination was not less unpopular tham before. For the matriculation exami-
nation there was a further rise, from 6,494 to 7,313, in the number of candidates, but
the percentage of success fell to 19-5—the lowest percentage during the past

quinquennium. "

Collegiate.—The strengfh of the Arts colleges rose from 2,81740 3,279. Each“'-

student in a Government, board and aided college paidwon an average a fee of Rs. 85,
Rs. 71-13-0 and Rs. 65-5-0 respectively, as against Rs. 79-10-0, Rs. 73-14-0 and
R 50-3-0 in 1899-1900, and cost Government Rs. 242, Rs. 31 and Rs. 43; against
Rs. 242, Rs. 39 and Rs. 40. The number of candidates (2,089) for the first examina-
tion in Arts remained almost the same as in the previous year, but the qualifications
of the examinees were apparently superior as 868 passed against 674. In the English,

" vernacular and science divisions of the bachelor of Arts examination the percentages

of success were 41-4, 80-6 and 515 respectively, against 43'8, 77 and 56:6. The
rise in the second of these divisions is satisfactory. 4

5. Female Education.—Of the total number of girls under instruction, 116,258
were in institutions under public management, and of these 105,038 were in the
lower and 5,866 in the upper primary stage. The lower secondary stage was reached
by 3,711 against 3,696 in 18991900, the upper secondary by 441 against 425 and
the collegiate by 32 against 20. The majority of the pupils in these stages were, as
usual, either Europeans, Kast Indians, or Native Christians.

6. Special Education.—The strength on the 31st March 1901 of the colleges and
schools for special education was 6,175, and of this number 1,678 were in traibing
institutions and 3,530 in techuical, industrial or art schools. The latter figure com-
pares with 3,384 in 1899-1900. There was an increase in the number of candidates
at the Government technical examinations.

"w. Musulman Education—The total number of Musulmans under instruction
declined from 105,251 to 101,637, but there were 73 in the collegiate stage against 70
in the previous year and 2,397 in the secondary stage against 2,193. Except in the
language division of the bachelor of Arts examination the university results showed

an 1mprovement.

8. Panchama Education.—The Panchama pupils under instruetion decreased from
52,097 to 51,198: all but 343 of them were in the primary stage. Very little has
been done as yet in Salem, Vizagapatam, Madura, in the west coast districts and in a
great part of the ceded districts, to improve this branch of education.

9. Education of the Blind and Deaf Mutes.—The three schools for the education of
the blind and the two for deaf mutes in the Tinnevelly district continued to do
excellent work. The school established by the Christian Association for the education
of the blind has been brought under inspection.

10. Hostels and Boarding-houses—The hostels and boarding-houses for boys
inereased from 92 to 95 in number, but are said to have lost considerably in strength ;
no explanation of this circumstance is offered. The total expenditure upon them was
1:93 lakh as against 2:95 lakhs in the previous year, but the former figure excludes
the cost of the Lawrence Asylum at Ootacamund for which no particulars were fur-
nished by the principal. The hostels for girls fell from 91 to 86 in number, but
gained shghtly in strength ; the expenditure on them rose from 170 to 1'81 lakh, - -
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