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Tbis !Exceiiencsz'fije 1Rigbt'1bonbutable

Arthur Olver Viliers, BARON AMPTHILL,
Governor in Coun;:il. -

FORT ST. GEORGE.

The Memorial of Vellove ABSALOM DAVID,

a loyal citizen of Madras. ¥
HUMBLY SHOWETH,

1. That, presuming that the approaching coronation of our Most Gra-

cious Sovereign King-Emperor Edward VII will, among other : celebrations, be
marked in India as well as in other parts of His Majesty’s dominions by acts of
clemency usual on such an occasion, your Excellency’s memorialist craves permls-
sion to approach your Excellency with the humble prayer that your Excellency

will be graciously pleased to grant that he may be included in the list ‘Qf objects

deemed worthy of the Royal clemency. *

2. That your Excellency’s memorialist does so on the 'following groﬂndg.;

3. That your Excellency’s memorialist was employed as 5th .Assiﬁtant' ","_
on the permanent Establishment of the Madras Observatory for a period of about ,
twelve years, extending from 1st of July 1877 to the 7th October 1889, at theem:l g
of which period his services were dispensed with under circumstances which he
is saved the necessity of himself stating by the fact that he holds a certificate
from the late Mr. N. R. Pogson, F. R. A, S, C. L. E, &c—-anamétha’tﬁhﬁof;.
be unknown to your Excellency and that is held in universal reverence in Madras
—in which they are stated accurately and with sufficient fullness, and of wlﬁch

your Excellency’s memorialist begs to submit a true copy (the ongmal bcmg in
his possession) as follows:—




- “MADRAS OBSERVATORY,
1890, August 1st.

T knew David his conduct was most exemplary, and
stworthy native I have had and experience of during
s in India, 1 regarded his leaving as a personal loss

Tiie ani ,W mdoubtedly personated at Bellary by ene Appasawmy engaged
“for the purpose, vhq was caught and punished for the offence. T belive, however

4 thahDavmd knew nothmg about the ‘attempt to obtain him a Government certificate

% by fmudu]ént means, but that it was a canspiracy, carried out by some of his
" relattons ‘who were personally mterested in his becoming eligible for promotion,
" and that he had no participation in it.

' L« I further believe that his trial was unfair, and his conviction only procured
“ by means of fzise evidence and the violent prejudice and rancour of the prosecutor,
« to whom he was utterly unknown, being accepted as more ‘credible than the testi-
“ mony of an employer he had served so well for many years. :

) “a T, A =

B nf® SaS oo . \a e \§ “N. R, POGSON,

s Govemmeut Astronomer.”’

Your Excellency’s memorialist has nothing to add to the above except

that the charge against Appasawmy was that of p'ersonat-ing your Excellency’s
memorialist at the Matriculation Examination held in Bellary while your

Excellency’s memorialist was himself at Madras, and that the offence charged
against ydur Excellency’s memorialist was that of aiding and abetting
Appasawmy; ‘the sentence on Appasawmy being one year’s rigorous
imprisonment, and on your Excellency’s memorialist six months’ simple

:mpnsonment. 5 ‘ ’

+ g That the consequences to your Excellency’s memorialist of his
bemg thus dismissed the service have been very dire. He has not only been
debarred from fe-cnhermg Government service but also lost the benefit of his
twelve year's service as counting for pension, and has suffered great hardships

m the diﬂiculty of obtaining other employment. He, however, managed to
u& out a Iivmg until 1899, when the last office (that of the Madras Electric

Tramways Cammny) in which he was employed, was abolished, and since then
he has hecﬂ m utter poverty, so that, with a family to maintain, his position now
is one of the utmost mlsery
Tbat. although conscxous of 'his entxre innocence in the matter of
tion case, your Excellency’s memorialist does not impugn now the

5. That, considering'that such éem

,cﬂmiuals and felons who have forfeited tketr
v_hemous offences, your Excellency s memﬂrmlist
: refnsed to him. He begs to append copies of

Your Excellem:y s Memonaﬁ
~ As in duty bound, will ever pmy. )

Printed at the Vaijayanti Press, 32, Mount Road, Madrass




CERTIFICATES, e
o RaxGoox, 15th M

: Certified that the bearer Absalom David has been in our employ for
‘ Clerk, during which period we have been very well satisfied with the way in wh
his work. He leaves us as he is ill and wishes to return to Madras, it
| (Sd.) BULLOCH BROTHERS & Co.,
Agents, British India Steam Nuvigation Company (Ld,

Mapras Erecrric Tramways Co, (Lp.) -
9, Armenian Street, IR
Madras, 8’tl¢ March, 1893.

Vellore Absalom David is Chief Clerk in my Office, where he has been e loyed for
nearly two years. I have much pleasure in certifying that he is an excellen'tﬂgrk, very
- expert in business, and always willing. I have found him very useful, and have a high opinion
- of him, ; :
(Sd)) 8. A.CHALK, :
Managing Director.

Mapras BLECTRIC TRaMways Co, (Lo
Ervabauloo Chetty Street,
Madras, 19th December, 1899.

I have pleasure in certifying that Vellore Absalom David has b

Company as Chief Clerk sinc
~ gone into liquidation, and the

has been one of entire satisfaction.

varied, his intelligence is above the average, his willingness to do his best exemplary,

adroitness in matters which require shrewd dealing nearly all that can be desired He lzs
~ hard working, though since recently, owing to illness, he has not heen able to exert himself
much He has been drawing a salary of Rs, 60 in this office, and would in all probubilitj' have
had his salary increased if the office had not been abolished. 1t is with regret that I part with
him, and I shall be glad to hear that he has earned a post elsewhere worthy of his 'qualiﬁmwmg,

(Sd.) J.B. SALISBURY, :
Assisiant Secntany.
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