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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap —the following paper : —
From the Hon’ble Mr. G. H. STUART, M.4 Burrister-at-Law, Director of Public
Instruction, to the Secretary to Government, Kducational Department,

dated Madras, 6th June 1901, Cur. No. 4617.

1 have the honour to submit three copies of Proceedings, No. 3033, dated 30th
May 1901, reviewing the report on the working of the Oriental Manuscripts Library

for 1900-1901.

ENCLOSURE.
Proceedings Dis. No. 8033, dated 30th May 1901.

Read the following letter from M.R.Ry. R. KRISHNAMACHARIAR, .. (in
charge), Office of the Curator, Government Oriental Manuseripts Library,
to the Director of Public Instruction, Madras, dated Museum Buildings, 1st
May 1901, No. 25.

. 1 have the honor to submit the report on the working of the Government Orien-
tal Manuseripts Library for the year 1900-1901.

9. Staff.—TIt is with feclings of deep regret I have to refer to the sad demise,
early in March, of Professor Seshagiri Sastrial, who as Curator was intimately con-
neoted with the library for the last eight years during which period 2,135 manuseripts
(1,676 Sanskrit, 405 Tamil, 62 Telugu and 3 Canarese) were acquired. No permanent
arrangement having been made to fill up his place, I was ordered by the Director to
be in charge temporarily until further orders. K. Venkatesvara Sastri, the Assistant
Librarian, was on a month’s privilege leave in February last, his duties having been
discharged by the substitute appointed to act for him. The compilation of the
descriptive catalogue is likely to be over before July next and T. Visvesvara Sastri,
the acting clerk, will be thrown out of employment, having been exempted from the
examination rules till the completion of the catalogue. In eonsideration of his attain-
ments in Sanskrit and Telugu and of the services rendered by him to the Curator in
his search for manuscripts during the last six years, he may be retained in service
with great advantage. :

8. Contingent expenses.—As explained in the last report, the suspension of the
work of collecfing new manuscripts according to G.0., No. 342, dated 13th June 1899,
resulted in the saving of about Rs. 260 from the annual grant of Rs. 600. Particu-
lars as to the expenditure incurred to the extent of Rs. 341 are as given below :—

Collection of manuscripts— RS A} P, RS ALERY
I'ranscription o .o ot i s 159 280
Preservation of manuscripts— ——— = L 1590 2
Binding 5 o 55 .- .. o 101250
Prevention of book-worms i i e ABE Y
s 89 70 9
Minor contingencies . . - = 5o e 2B T
— 123 2 7

Total Sosmen b B PA

The amount noted under ¢ transcription’ includes expenses aggregating Rupees
195 incurred in the fair copying of extracts in the renewed slips of the descriptive
catalogue of Sanskrit manuseripts in the library. The increase under minor contin-
gencies was due to the outlay of Rs. 70 in repairing furniture.
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4. Visilors—The library continues to be very useful and popular. During the
year under report there were 1,641 visitors composed of 806 readers, 819 copyists
and 16 mere visitors, the corresponding figures for the previous year being 1,549,
660, 870 and 19 respectively.

5. Manuscripts consulted.—The number of manuseripts read and consulted may
be seen from the following statement :— :

Number of | Number of
SBubject. manuseripts | manuseripts Total.
copied. read.
Poetry b o 50 e 50 o 131 188 319
Medicine G e S 4 s 56 90 67 157
Religion e e 7R L8 i 5 56 90 145
History ot o B3 66 50 50 49 74 123
Fretion s a5 5% o o o 65 36 101
Language .. G 66 o 5o Gl 45 32 i
Mythology o e a5 56 o 52 22 74
Philosophy oo o e o oo 44 13 57
Seience 5 o b4 5o o & 32 6 38
Arf .o .o oo .. i 56 28 10 38
Politics B 56 T P 56 14 20 34
Biography e e 5% B s 18 00 18
Drama S A et 6o 50 o 7 7 14
Law % S L o &0 % 6 7 13
Vedic Literature .. e S S e 7 1 8
Miscellancous o o A i &% 56 I8 74
Totall 4 699 591 I 1,290

From the above it may be observed that ¢ poetry” has the largest number on the
whole, and ‘‘medicine” comes next. It not unfrequently happens that two or

‘sometimes three friends sit together for reading or copying out the same work

simultaneously, though the manuscripts issued for reference stands in the name of a
single visitor. Hence the number of manuscripts consulted appears to be less than
the number of readers or copyists. To avoid this in future, instructions have been
issued to the assistant librarian to note down the names of all the readers and copyists
consulting singly or in groups. During the year under report, scholars like P.C.
Ray, K. P. Trivedi, P. Cordier, and Pandya Doraswaimi Tevor applied to the Curator
for copies of rare manuscripts and arrangements were made to furnish them, at their
own cost, with copies of the following works:— '

1. Rasarnava. 7. Bharatavenba.

2. Prataparudriya. 8. Udayana Kumara Kavyam,
3. Sarirakasutragunapata. 9. Nitisaram. :
4. Ashtangakanda. 10. Kurundirattoo.

5. Agvinisamhita. 11. Aranerichharam.

6. Nitithirattoo. 12. Padirruppattoo.

8. Manuscripts acquired.—A fair idea of the manuseripts in different languages
acquired during the year may be formed from the following table :— ;

How acquired. : Sanskrit. Tamil. Telugu. Oanarese. Total.
Transeription .. s .o 66 o & 2 1 . . 3
Presentation oo oo o e e A 57 39 K 1 102
Total .. 59 40 5 1 105
For the previous year .. 133 27 R 55 160

7. Tours in search of and collection of manuscripts.—In accordance with instruc-
tions conveyed in G.O., No. 342, dated 13th June 1839, already referred to, the work
of acquiring new manuscripts by travelling in various districts was suspended until
the completion of the descriptive catalogue. Consequently no tours were undertaken
outside Madras. But efforts were made to secure all the available manuscripts from
the local pandits. Kumara Tatachariar, son of the late Tatadesika Tatachariar,
Sanskrit Pandit of the Presidency College, came forward with a gift of 16 manu-
scripts consisting of 26 works. These books were in the library of his grandfather, a
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well-known scholar and native of Conjeeveram. Considerable antiquity can, therefore’
be presumed in the case of these manuseripts. At the instance of T. Visvesvara
Sastri, Arunachella Kurnkkal, the Chief Priest of the Mutt at Komalesvaranpet
presented a number of works relating to Agama (worship in the temples) and Saiva
Vedanta (philosophy of the Saivites). The mutt is well known and ancient and the
manuseripts presented appear to be considerably old and therefore reliable. Krishna-
murti Rao, a student of the Madras Christian College, made a present of two Telugu
manuscripts.

Munuseripts transeribed.—With the exception of Taittariyopanishadbhashyam—
a commentary on the Upanishad —which was obtained from a pandit at Triplicane, no
new works were transeribed during the year, two of the manusecripts copied being
continuations of the works already taken up. '

The manuseripts thus acquired are classified under the different headings given
in paragraph 2 of Proceedings No. 5452 of 1900, reviewing the last report : —

Sanskrit. Tamil. Telugu. Canarese. Total.

Drama 4 1 il 6
Language. . 7 3 10
Medicine .. .o 1 1 2
Poetry 5 . 1 1
Philosophy oo o 9 12 1 22
Politics including morality 1 4 5
Religion .. 50 . 10 9 1 20
Science .. £ $o 50 o o 58 2 2
Vedic literature .. o5 55 ST 0 7 .. 7
Mythology 2 4 5 ol 6
Miscellaneous .. s Nofa s 19 3 2 53 24

Total .. 59 40 5 1 105

Two new headings ¢ Vedic lUterature’” and ¢ Mythology” had to be added
since works coming under the same cannot, with propriety, be given under any of the
other headings. F

8. Catalogue submitted.—An alphabetical list of the works transeribed and pre-
sented during the year is hereto appended (vide Appendix B), the headings adopted
being the same as those above referred to. This list was prepared with special atten-
tion to the instructions conveyed in paragraph 2 of G.0O., No. 265, Educational, dated
4th July 1900, brief notes being given in the remarks column as regards the subject-
matter, the usefulness, rarity and importance of the works, the history of acquisition,
the place of deposit, &ec., against each of the manuseripts transeribed or purchased.

9. Descriptive Catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscripts of the Library.—The library
began its existence in 1828 with only 531 volumes out of the well-known collections
of Colonel Colin Mackenzie, ¢.B., forwarded to this Presidency by the India Govern-
ment and deposited in the Old College Library. Agreeably to the resolutions of the
Supreme Government at Caleutta, tours were frequently undertaken by the Curator
for acquiring new manuscripts, with the result that the library has now grown 11,054
e’crlong. A statement showing the total number of works in the library is given
below :—

Number of Number of
works. works.

Sanskrit o e i oo 108920 Arabie AiE 5 35 A 164

Teluga & it L 9 R58 Persian i Rok b e 610

Tamil 55 i e e 12208 Hindustani .. i s &4 58
Canarese oo 55 oo S 1072 Miscellaneous (Javanese, Singhalese ,

Malagalam .. 50 55 5 80 &e.). 198
Marathi oo S5 5o 5 343 Local tracts (Tamil, Telugu, Ca-

Uriya. . AT as i ia 33 narese, &c.). 3,829

Total .. 21,368

The descriptive catalogue now under preparation for the information of the
learned world relates exclusively to Sanskrit manuscripts. The work of revising the
old and preparing new slips was proceeded with even more rapidly than in the pre-
vious ycar, as may be seen from the following statement of work :—
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o 4 Fae . "'-5 _‘im‘”-”.
Revision of slips. Preparation of slips. 3'8 ,’EE i
3 X ST i =1 1) 85
L Bio (B8 2558 284 (B AN Bl h B
-0 e & oS AR SR e s B
Ew 2 g5 | 385 2.0 g"gg;- ESE | ZF o«
r : . =] H ) ¥ et H P @ O . <y
: @ .5 e e @ 5o el @ F O 25,
i ™ @ = +5 - L=lvgt
B2 |38 | R | 2288 By, Sana 5A8 |Bag
Hol 5o 52 SERT HEER (858 503 2§
$5% ) Gf | 2 S 6|3.7% |niEd| gEiil'EEs
S+ B8 55 5% E8ca | B85 | Bome S2E £3
zo:c‘ z# z;s zw.-c-.-n _zmm'v‘ zi-«md ZF“ ‘gh'ﬂ
30th June 1900 o 0o 5,731 1,119 4,612 1,047 241 806
30th Sept. , 50 oo 4,612 1,237 3,375 806 119 687
3lst Dec. ,, G R 1,244 2,131 687 106 581 2
31st Mareh 1901 .o . 2,131 1,350 781 | 581 o 581 .
Total .. | 5,731 4,950 781 1,047 466 BS1
For previous year .. 7,800 2,069 5,731 1,434 387 1,047. !

Note.—Of the 6,778 slips to be revised and prepared, 5,416 have been done and 1,362 remain. :

There are only 1,862 slips on hand, and this number being about the average for
a quarter, the catalogue can be completed by the date fixed by Government (1st July
1901). It is desirable to prepare similar catalogues for all other manuscripts in the
library. If Government decides that the preparation of the catalogue for Telugu
and other works should be taken up in the next quarter, the work of collecting rare
and valuable manuscripts in the possession of private individuals all over this province
will have to be indefinitely postponed. Most of the rare manuscripts in superannuated
palm leaves in this country are already moth-eaten and falling a prey to the white-
ants; and any further delay in the matter of rescuing and preserving them from the
ravages of worms will result in the deplorable loss of the contents of these valuable
manuscripts. Some necessary additional establishment to enable the Curator to proceed
with the weork of colleeting manuscripts, without prejudice to the  compilation of
descriptive catalogues for Telugu and other works is obvious and even urgently
required. : : e

10. Preservation of Manuseripts.—Besides naphtha oil, ecamphor combined with
pepper was largely used for preserving the manuscripts from the attacks of white-ants
and it is found that camphor acts more powertully against worms than naphthalene.
The manuscripts are taken out and systematically cleaned every day by 'the peons
and all possible precautions are taken to oil the damaged leaves. 'In this ‘way, 227
manuscripts were oiled during the year as against 170 in the previous year.. - [0

11. A statement of the printed books, journals and catalogues presented or
purchased during the year is given under Appendix A, I ooaolaixe Bl

APPENDIX A,

List of printed books, catalogues and jowrnals purchased or presénted to’t
Oriental Manuscripts Library, during 1900-i901. S :
: ' Numbher “!rﬁi?"‘

Books. of s “madad
copies, i

o) onorq i
¢ Goyernmont

(1) The Pandit, vol. XXII S g o g0
(2) The Chaukhamba Sanskrit series numbers .. i P A
(8) Catalogue of the libracy of the India office, by F. F. Blumhardt,,

M.A., Vol. IL, Part IL i 05 e S5 i
(4) Epigraphica Indica, Vol. 5, Part VITL,vol. 6, parts I and 101 e
(5) A descriptive catalogue of the Sanskrit manuscripts in the library of
the Calcutta Sanskrit College, Nos. 11, 12 and 13 s e

(6) Notices of Sanskrit manuscripts by Hara Prasada Sastri, m.4., Vol..

: I, Part I1T g S A o i e 55

_(7) The History of 8ri Vidyaranya in Telugu by V. V.S, Avadhani, B.A.
(8) Sujna Gokulji zala Vedants Prize, 1893 : ‘I'ranslation in Hnglish e

of the Aitaieya Upanishad with Sankaracharya’s Bhashya by H. . T
M. Bhalkamkar, B.A. 3ot U e

10§

~(9) Hayagrivastava by Kuma.rdtats{cliarya. g S s sdtslor blroy hamssl -
i (10) Sadacdrasérah (in Telugu) do. I T Yl jo1g hue blo
(11) subhashita Tarangini * do. L SO 31568 9 A8 AN U E
5 1 e

(12) Pédukastutih do. ey ois
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Proceedings, Dis. No. 3033 of 1901.

Staff.—Early in March this year the place of Curator fell vacant owing to the
death of M.R.Ry. Seshagiri Sastriar who held the office with credit for the last eight
years during which time a fairly large number of manuscripts were acquired for the
library. The Director wishes to place on record the valuable services rendered by the
deceased in connection with the library. Pending the appointment of a Curator
M.R.Ry. R. Krishnamachariar, Sub-Assistant Inspector of Sanskrit schools and assist-
ant to the Director, was directed to be in charge of the office and to prepare the annual
report. The question of retaining T. Viswesvara Sastri in service should form the
subject of a separate communication after the work of cataloguing of Sanskrit

manuscripts is finished.

9. Collection of Manuseripts.—The number of monuscripts acquired during the
year was 105 against 160 of the previous year, of which three were by transcription
and 102 by presentation. None were purchased during the year and the work of
acquiring new manuscripts by travelling was suspended in accordance with G.O.,
No. 342, Educational, dated 13th June 1899. Information in regard to the subject
matter of each manuscript is, as usual, given in the alphabetical list annexed to the
report. The manuscripts put under the two new headings—Vedic literature and
Mythology—might have been classed with works on religion. Of the manuscripts
acquired the largest number was under Philosophy, Religion coming next.

Visitors —During the year under review, there was a satisfactory increase from
1,549 to 1,641 in the number of visitors who were chiefly readers or copyists. Of
manuscripts consulted the largest was under Poetry.

Descriptive Catalogue—1t is satisfactory to observe that the preparation of the
descriptive catalogue during the year was pushed through more expeditiously than
in previous years. On the 1st April last there were 6,731 slips to be revised and 1,047
to be newly prepared. During the year 4,950 slips were ravised and 466 new slips
prepared ; the number on hand on the 31st March last was 781 slips to be revised and
581 to be prepared. The work, it is hoped, will be finished by the time allotted by
Government. Government will be addressed in regard to the cataloguing of the
vernacular manuscripts in the library, when the work now on hand is finished.

General—The work done in the library during the year was on the whole satis-
factory. The Director is glad to observe that the library is inereasing in usefulness
and is being resorted to by scholars, eastern and western. The Curator is requested to
convey the thanks of the Director to the gentlimen who were kind enough to present
manuseripts to the library. S

(True Extract).

(Signed)  G. H. STUART,
Director of Public Instruction.

To the Curator, Oriental Manuscripts Library.
Principals, First-grade Colleges. :
Principals, Teachers’ College and Training College, Rajabmundry,

2
23

P

O oo s i . e g APt gt W

No. 328, EpucatioNar, 17te June 1901. | o P

Orper—No. 328, Educational, dated 17th June 1901.

Recorded.

2. Information should have been furnished about the progress made in printing
the descriptive catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts.

To the Director of Public Instruction.
»  Government Epigraphist.
s, Public Department.

Editors’ Table.

Exd. W D'Mops,

(True Extract;.)

C. J. WEIR, 5
Ag. Secrelary to Government.
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