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J. P. HEWETT, Esq., C.S.I., O.I.E.,’
Secretary to the Government of India,

From

Massrs. MAcMILLAN & CO.,
St. MARTIN’S STREET, LONDON.

Home Department.
Education.

=t v .
Calcutta, the 22 February 1901.

GENTLEMEN;,

I am directed to address you in continuation of the letter from
this Department, No. 182, dated the 5th June 1900, and to communicate the
result of the reference made to the Local Governments and Administrations
in India in connection with your representations regarding— :

(@) the action of certain Educational officials in altering the prices of
educational books published by your firm without previously
consulting you in the matter ; and

(b) the making of unauthorized translations of such books.

2. The replies received to the inquiry of the Government of India show
that in the Madras Presidency the Provincial Text-Book Committee have
hitherto mnever had occasion to deal with translations of text-books. In
Bombay the Education Department have when necessary secured the right of
translation by money payment. In the case of English books used in second-
ary schools the Department does not interfere with the market, and has no
power to alter the prices of books as fixed by the publishers. It is left optional
to the masters of secondary schools to use books published in England, and
such books find their level in the usual way by competition in the open market.

| It is reported from Bengal that no case is known of its having been estab-
- lished in a court of law that any text-book amthorized for use in that pro-

vince, either by the local Text-Book Committee or by the Calecutta University,
was_a piratical translation. In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, where
the action taken by the local authorities in reducing the prices of certain text-
books was open to exception, instructions have been issued by the Lieutenant-
Governor which will prevent a repetition of such action. While the Text-Book

 Committee has no authority to fix the price of text-books, it has the power to

refuse to recommend text-books for use if the prices fixed by the publishers
are considered too high. In future the price of every book, like other features
of it, will, under the orders of the Lieutenant-Governor, be approved before it is.
included in the authorized list ; if the publishers subsequently raise the price
without authority, it may then become necessary to remove the book from the
list. Where lists of alternative books are kept, any suitable book may be in-
cluded therein, whatever the price, provided care is taken that there is a suffi-
ciency of reasonably priced alternative books. Under these arrangements -
no question should arise in future of altering the price of any text-book
without referring to the publishers. As regards unauthorized translations n
evidence is obtainable showing that such translations have been recommended
for use in schools by the Text-Book Committee of the North-Western Provineces
and Oudh. :

. In the Punjab the practice as regards translated text-books is not to

recognize an unauthorized translation in any way; and before bringing out
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I have the honour to be,
GENTLEMEN,
Your most obedient Servant,

J.P.HEWETT,
Secretary to the Govt. of India.
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to the correspondence ending with its letter
No. ,t dated : .
By order,
H. J. McINTOSH,
Deputy Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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