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No. 10, EDUCATIbﬁAL_, 11ma January 1901.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRASR.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Rzap—again the following paper :—
; G.0., No. 432, Edueatlonal dated 7th September 1900

s

Ruap—also the following paper :—

From the Hon’ble Mr. G. H. STUART, m.a., Barrister-at-Law, Director of Public
Instruction, Madras, to the Seeretary to Government, Educational Depart-
ment, dated 29th October 1900, No. 10787.

With reference to paragraph 4 of G.O., No. 432, Educational, dated T7th
September last, requiring a revision of the syllabus for the elementa,ry test in type-
writing in accordance with the suggestion of the Board of Revenue that a minimum
speed of thirty words per minute should be required from candidates, I have the honour
to submit that no change in the present syllabus seems to me to be necessary. I am of
opinion that the speed required at present, viz., twenty words.per minute, is sufficiently
high. In an examination, even if -2 candidate can work faster than'this rate he will
still require a little time at the beginning to arrange his work, and also a little time at
the end to look over the work that he has done; and if he can successfully write &
passage of 600 words in half an hour amidst the ﬂurry and distraction of an examina-
{ion room, he may, under ordinary circumstances, be fairly expected to be able to
typewrite thirty words per minute. For these reasons I submit that the syllabus
may be allowed to stand as it is. v

OrpEr—No. 10, Educational, dated 11th January 1901.

The Governor in Council concurs with the Director of Publie Instruction in
considering that twenty words in a minute will be a sufficiently high rate. Practical
tests in the Government offices have supported Mr. Stuart’s conclusion.

(True Extract.)

e ' M. HAMMICK,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Director of Public Instruction.
,» the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue)
,» the Financial Department.

Kxd, A, Trivets.
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NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.0., No. 10, }LDUCATIO\IAL Dr_“
e 1l JANUARY 1901. :
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© [Sussmcr. —-S’yllabus JSor the elemmtary test in type wrmn

. The Director’s letter may perhaps be referred to the Boar_ ' 
» remarks. fot

! P. T. THARYAN. il S

4 i 2-11-00. AN ugtiol sl

: v Yes. ; ~ ;

Sceretary. ‘ . A T PRINGLE.
a-—] 1—0@'

To the Board of Revenue u.o. FEe W
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minute, men w1ll pass who cannot wrxte thu'ty

requirements. It thinks the syllabus should require t rt "Wor'
should be left to the examiner (under the orders of
ment Dxammatmns) to decide what margm he shoi
preparation and revision of their work.

The Director may perhaps be asked wo. to sha;te.‘
in reply to the Board’s observations.

P. T, Tnaryan.
23— 11—00

Sec'retary s

) Six hundrgd Words are apparently about t’hree-fourf 80
Government Order. It certainly should be copied and correct
than th's. It is submitted that twenty-five words a minute

examination room. This would seem about right.
Director too low. If the ]:[ononra.ble Me;rﬁben
will issue accordingly.

Hanoumble Member.

I would not go hmher than twenty-ﬂve
hlmself a t) pe-wnter, what he thinks.
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Please count at random two or three notes typo-written in 2 page and let me know :

~how many 600 words fill ordinarily.
e e, ® o G. Stoxws.

’ A G - Cete L 28-11-00.
Note for the Chief Assislani— i

Wlth reference to the Chief Secretary’s note ahdve, it is submitted that half-a-
dozen type-written notes have been counted with the result that, on an average, 300

~ words fill one 2 page.” Therefore 600 words will ordinarily fill two pages.

D. M. pESILVA.
' 11-12-00.
4 , Submitted to the Clief Secretary.
= G, M Scament, ¢
"8 - 12-12-00.
~ What exactly is the test ? Ts it copying from printed matter or from writ{cn ?
b v , G. Sroxws.
e S : ! 13-12-00.
For the Chief Secretary—

~ According to the syllabus, the test for the elementary examination is ¢ to type-

- write an ordinary printed passage containing 600 words”’ in half an hour.

A copy of the syllabus obtained on loan from the Superintendent, Government

Press, is put up.
D. M. peSiLva.
. 21-12-00.
C. M. ScumipT.
: 21-12-00.
The effect of the change from twenty to twenty-five words is to reduce the time
allowed for the test from 30 to 24 minutes or by 20 per cent. When it is remembered
that as the speed is raised the difficulty of the test increases in a very rapidly advancing

. . . - . D
ratio, an increase of 20 per cent. is very heavy. Being inclined to think that the advance

~ even to twenty-five was rather too much, to test the matter, I took two of the best

typists in the Chief Secretariat office. They huve both passed the lower test and one
the intermediate. The first man wrote 696 words in 24 minutes with seven mistakes
in the first 600 words. The second wrote 650 words with three mistakes in the first
600 words. In fact these men passed but with nothing to spare. I am -of opinion
that the advance to twenty-five words is quife as great as should be made, but 1 thiuk
it would be fairer at present to fix the rutc at twenty-three.
G. Sroxrs.
) © 22-12-00.

Under the circumstances would it
not be better to leave matters alone for the
present ?

To Educational u.o0.

Probably.
A. T. PrinGLE.
7-1-01.
P. T. THARYAN.
28-12-00.

The Hon’ble Mr. Arundel asked for the Chief Secre‘ary’s personal opinion,
Mr. Stokes’s note may be submitted to him.
: A, T. PrivoLE
Sees etary. : : 7-1-01.
Yes,

M, Hamwmick.
Honourable Member. =1 ()il

The result of the Hon'ble Mr. Stokes’s experiment convinces me that twenty
words per minute is a sufficiently high test and that Government should concur with
the Director of Public Instruction, remarking that practical tests in the Government
office have supported his conclusion.

A. T. A[kuNpEL],
9-1-01.
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