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Lawrence Asylum, Ootacamund.

Requesting the Committee of the — to forward their opinion or decision, as the case may be,
on each point nuticed in the Sanitary Commissioner’s inspection notes of the Asylum and the
Oolleotor of the Nilgiris to submit a reﬁort showing the area, value and ownership of the lands

mentioned in paragraphs 1 () and 7 of the notes.
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2 No. 448, Epvcationar, 10t SepreMEER 1900,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From the Rev. A. W, ATKINSON, Principal and Se

Lovedale, to the Di : _
1900, Nof 6(315. e Director of Public Instructlon,

cretary, Lawrence Asylum,
dated Uotacamund, 18th July

Having reported to the Committee that th i

: e dra : .
Loved_ale are very defective and that the latter es},;;:ﬁe arléduwater-supply: sf‘i stems u;
attention, as the inmates were put to g . Y Iéquires urgent and promp

drinking and other purposes from December 189

: : Ytod
set in, I have been instructed to bring the matter t?) yﬁﬁi notice wi 1 1t
being laid before His Excellency the Gove in O z i e

: sl . rnor in Council with the it
ossible, expert opinien may be ob ¥ e request that, 1
f))f. y €XPp P y beo !:amgd and steps taken to remedy the evils complaixied

The cost, unless the Public Works Department i
current balance of the institution, which OE the 30t}faJn uizfliag()(l)t7w?:: I}’)se 11213t8f4r(6)m i
S, ) .

—

ExcLosurE.

IxsrectioN Notes of the Sanitary Commissioner for M.

adras.
Lawrence Asylum, Ootacamund.

W ater-supply.—There is a path close to the main reservoir which is muec
proceeding to and from a Badiga village near the crest of the hill that forms
ment area. It is understood that this village is so built that surfa
side of the hill. During my visit, however, Badigas were scatter
catchment area.

(a) T am not aware what authority holds this land. Tt is ho i i
ei'tllier be th: z:ctua.l propeéty of the I;awrech Asylum, or be main::ﬁgzg Ol?gé%gss&ﬁtﬁltetilﬁu::
':;)lriné):.even reéspass and consequent possibility of contamination of the surface water and
(¢) Two springs are now being received in newly constructed i
adv:isable to clear tf;e neighbourhood of, brushwood, sf))7 as torbeeteter r;zeﬁrl\lfgu:csl.]e OI:iO‘;VIf ulfd t}lie
springs. These having been found, the sites should be slightly excavated, filled with gh} ble
stone, and be turfed, or still better be covered in by arched masonry work : The pi 1 e
the water to the reservoir should be placed within the rubble. : Bt

2. Latrines.—The number of latrine seats allowed for the present ot] i
ment is p.roba.bly sufficient. The plan of the latrines is, howcvg)r, very ?ggﬁahl‘(l)lfe t:rer:itaghsh;
for deposit of dry e.arth should not depend upon the obviously imperfect discipline of the fcaxxl'gﬂ
ger supposed to be in attendance. Hoppers actuated by a simple lever should be provided ‘ Ea l;
seat should have a hinge, so as to permit of its being lifted. White silicate paint shou]d.be (‘d
for the seats, so that full cleanliness may be observed by washing when necessary. o

3. Urinals.—Several of the sea‘s were ina disgusting condition owing to thei i
Only one urinal is provided in the latrine, This is certa%nly too scanty. g 'l‘hoh(‘;:\,;?gs ?)fu}llv]erimﬁ
of buckets suitable for boys should not be lost sight of, Fxisting arrangements devote no att%n-
tion to the matter. Hence. the result to the eeats. Smail. buildin;s should be erected at
convenient spots near the main buildings. Instead of providing for ﬁlerements upon already

h used 1y persons
rms part of the catch-
ce washings pass to the opposite
ed all over the side forming the
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existing urine stored within 8 partly covered.'sub as at present, it would be well to employ saw=
dust, or peat, as a deodorant and filter medium. ‘I'he nursery latrine is provided with a tub
evidently too high for convenient use by little boys, with the result that, on my first day of
inspection, I found the bucket effectually isolated by a pool of urine.

4. Food Distribution.—The windows of the dining hall ought to be kept open at all hours

feasible. The air of the room with closed windows, as found by me on the first day of my visit,

was foul.

(7) The tins used by the boys and their plates were very decidedly dirty. Many of the
tin-pots were not only hopelessly stained with tea but were muoh_eprroded: Presuming that all
possible care is taken to maintain the tin-pots in a cleanly condition (which certainly was not
evident to me) it would seem essential that the tin-pots are renewed at more frequent intervals

than at present. Vi S

) nsing of the plates, I understood it is conducted by native ‘scullions. Per-
sonallyfb)I ?ﬁomglel?ave %hought I;t would have been well to detail a party of. boys, uqder a
trustworthy leader, for cleansing work each da.)f, so as to make tpe‘m tqke an interest in the
maintenance of cleanliness. It is probable that if the boys were divided into ‘““messes "’ that a
certain amount cf pride could be cultivated amongst them as to whose feeding vessels were
cleanest. But, if native scullions must be employed, it seems to me that ‘far more convenience
for correct working is necessary than shown me in the h.ttle room next the kitchen now employed.
A well-lighted room near the kitchen should be provided with glazed stoneware t'r‘oughs and
draining racks. This should be supplied freely with taps fo'r hot a.nd_ cold water. The former
could be arranged for by a hot water-pipe in connection with the kitchen boilers. All plates

should have a preliminary soaking with soda.

(¢) Tt is very undersirable that European boys should be taught a lower standard of
cleanliness as to vessels used for eating and drinking thap pragtlsefl by the native community.
Moreover, plates as seen by me offer danger in that ptomaine poisoning pnght take place. .

5. Bedily Cleanliness—1 understand—excluding from consideration the nursery children—
that no arrangements for complete cleansing of bodies exist beyond a weekly plunge bath, and
such a wash as may be secured of the hands and upper part of the body by means of basins in the
lavatory. This implies a very -poor standard of cleanliness and is below that required in the
Poor Latv Schools of England, where complete washing of the body is demau_dcd at lcast twice
weekly. :

y(a.) Improvements to the lavatories have been sanctioned. They ecertainly require
revision. But 1 should think unsatisfactory any arrangement that preserved the existing system
of promiseuous use of basins. Each boy should have his own basin and towels. At present 22
clean “ jack towels ”” are provided twice weekly for the whole strength of over 300 boys: This
is a filthy arrangement, «nd one likely to tend to the propagation of skin diseases. Nothing but
great watchfulness on the part of the n_Jedwal staﬁ can .account for tbg grade of very fair
immunity enjoyed by the boys, considering the existing incorrect conditions. Yet, last year
there were seventeen cases of ringworm. Should either this disease or conjunctivitis secure a
hold upon the school, the general use of towels and of basins will cause endless trouble and not
a little suffering.

(5) Basins should be got rid of absolubely,. in favour of the use of sprays of water dis-
charged direct from the pipe. This cleanly mode is economical of water. The water would be
discharged by a water channel immediately below .the pipe. Splashmg. of the trousers’ could be
rrevented by placing Cuddapah slabs in such a position that the boy using the spray would have
to lean over the slab. If warm baths cannot be afforded twice weekly, it ought to be possible to
adopt the principle of the spray for bathing the whole body. "There is a plunge bath. This is
supplied by water which reaches the bath by means of an open channel. This mode of supply
is dangerous, in that the water runs the risk of feecal contamination. Of course boys would not
deliberately drink such water, but it must be remembered that a mouthful swallowed by accident
when bathing is just as dangerous as if swallowed intentionally. The bath is exposed, so that
the boys have to dress in the open air. Open-air bathing is by no means an undesirable method,
if .the bathing be conducted under the control of the bather; but, when it comes to being obliged
to bathe in the open air whether there is a cold wind at the time or not, it is questionable
whether better arrangements would necessarily imply too much luxury. I found a boy in the
hospital whose history was that on the preceding bathing day he had fainted at the bath. This,
in all probability, was due to the strain upon the heart following the action of cold on the skin.

(¢) Having regard to the crude state of the bathing and lavatory arrangements at preseut

existing, it seems to me that the correct solution is to erect a special building or to modify some
part of the existing building, so that the whole could be under one roof. It would then be
possible to use economically water-heating apparatus, so as to supply water for bathing and for
the plunge bath at a temperature not below 70° F. Such recommendations may appear to savour
of coddling and extravagance. I think not. It is not likely that English Poor Law schools would
be conducted on lines of that sort; yet, taking the poor standard demanded and comparing the
conditions found in the Lawrence Asylum with it, it would appear that the latter is half a
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century behind the age as to its arrangements, in details which undoubt

with the state of health, and especially with the mental traininguof b:;stegg) h\%ivﬁ :iI:alll'icxl:e tt(:)l s
standard of sanitation from that taught them at the asylum. Giving a boy clean late to ]elll:'
his food on, and clean_mugs frpm which to take his tea, and giving him means to keI:a his.b iia
cleanly and uncontaminated with the filth derived from his neighb%ur’s skin, will notpmake 1(:' -
less manly in the future, or less fit a citizen of the. community he will take hif’s place in, s

6. Clothes washing—This is eonducted by a contractor. Examinati
¢ : : > ation of th
clot'hmg at the washing-ground shgweq the native clothing was washed side by sigeb:tfri)?lietshf?:
derived from tlxg as,ylum. Exs}mmatlon of the rooms in which clean c]othiixg was stoxe'd
;howe«} thn‘t;. n?ﬁlvez foul clfo:hmg was stored side by side with tle boys’ clothing that hﬂ(i
n cleaned. e dan i i i in di i
stienoeg iag iz, ger of transmission of infections and of skin discases under such circum-

(a) It is advisable that the whole arrangement of clothes washine
the Qirect supervision.of the as_):lum authorities. At the streanv: ansov.vncuslzafl 08(}:10(111131:0& lxlx?d(l)r
washing troughs, allowing of previously unused water being employed by each dhoby. e

7. The village near QOakes’ clearing.—The disposition o ildi
establishment of the asylum and for the menial stapﬁ, respentfivtelll;,bsl;::i:: %;aiozn':‘%b]?feu;opean
fully held in mind by the designers of the asylum was that the boys should not be aJllc \Hery
mix yvnh tl‘ne' low class of natives used as servants, or with such as are likel to i o l:O
vicinity. This care is, however, likely to be rendered abortive by the prescnoz of 1‘1;9 s ft »
houses in this locality. I was told that, in spite of the earnest vigilance of the staff it is imipos.
sible to prevent boys resorting to this place, with the result that unwholesome arti l1 o ]En fpos-
are indulged in, and contact with unfit company is brought about. 1t is deaira{)lgstﬁ tOOd
estimate be made for buying up the houses and land under the Land Acquisiti(;n Act \"':l ilm
nb]izct of r:elr]noytxpg exxgﬁlng, and preventing further, buildings on the site. On this PO‘i:,tl :hlg
:}s}; H;Tt r?c:. orities wo o well to place themselves in communication with the Collector of

8. Hospital.—Everything in the hospitai was neat and cl i :
comfortable and carefully and sympathetically attended to. lean. The patients were eridently

(a) The absence of an infectious disease ward is an error of prime i
o Shire gy : ; rime -
institution of this size. '.Ibo.dlﬂigulty of isolating cases under existing };lnperf:e?tpzﬁgn'ce tm e
was illustrated in the late epidemic of measles, Action in the matter ?s essential A

9. Cricket Ground.—One of the suggested modes of the three cas g e
cccurred in this institution in 1898 beinggacquired, was the drinking czfe‘:h: fegﬁ:x?mlld {eger -
from the stream that runs at the side of the cricket ground. 1 understand that 1}1e=r<rau'i ¥ ‘tvatet
pipe on the water-supply system close to the cricket ground. Tt would be advisab] 1: a stand-
the pipe, so that water may be obtained at the cricket ground itself, ¢ to extend

10. Ezereise.—1I do not profess to have full information on the point:
enquiries would go, it would seem that there does not exist amongs};mtr}llte’ 1})):::; s;)n (S myi
interest in the gymmasium. It is true that a certain number of boys are proﬂl-ionf _ybgto N
large boys’ school, it is desirable that the masters themselves should throw in the scal 1; ’t]hn b
personal influence and example in this matter. o 0% ek

(a) On certain days the boys are marched to a distance of a fow milex - i
their walk, formation is retained. Even on the play-ground, the boys were ;n]ilcehs ’uggte’r (cl(;lnrt“rlcﬁ
dnring my mspec?;ion. It seems to me that for at least selected parties of boys under trust-
worthy mentors, it ought to be possible for a greater amount of freedom to be allowed. A
ramble now and then over hill and dale unfettered by the presence of a sergeant should con.duee
to both moral and physical good training.

W. G. KING, Lieut.-Col., ILMS.,

Sanitary Commissioner for Madras.

Mapras,
6th December 1899.

No. 7714.
Submitted to Government for favour of orders.

2. The enclosed notes of the Sanitary Commissioner, Madras, of his nspection of
the Lawrence Asylum, Ootacamund, are herewith submitted for the information of
Goverument and kind return when no longer required. These notes were considered
by the Lawrence Asylum Committee at the meeting held on the 9th March 1900.
The present communication appears to be the outcome of its deliberations. '

G. H. STUART,
Director of Public Instruction.

4th August 1900,
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Orper—No. 448, Educational, dated 10th September 1900.

The Committee of the Lawrence Asylum will be requested to econsider the
Sanitary Commissioner’s inspection notes in detail and to forward their opinion or
decision, as the case may be, on each point noticed therein. .

2. The Collector of the Nilgiris will, at the same time, submit a report showing
the area, value and ownership of the lands mentioned in paragraphs 1 (z) and 7 of the
inspection notes. ,

(True Extract.)
M. HAMMICK,
Ag. Secrelary to Govcrnment,

To the Committee of the Lawrence Asylum, Ootacamund,
through the Director of Publie Instruction.

» Coliector of the Nilgiris.

X
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