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Dated St. Martin’s Street, London, the s5th April 1900,
. From—MEessrs, MAcMILLAN & CO., ; e
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

~ We are anxious to submit, for the consideration of the Governor General in
~ Council, the following matters :— ‘

I. We have just received frof the Secretary to the Provincial Text-Book
- Committee of one of the leading Provinces in India aletter which runs as
~ follows :— .

. Has the honour to inform them that the prices of their books named on the reverse
have been reduced as noted against each of them and the reduction has been confirmed by
the Directorof . . . Authors or publishers are not allowed to aiter the price
~ of the book thus fixed or the quality of the paper and printing without reference to the

- Committee. - : y
_ We have omitted names as we do not ask for the intervention of the Gov-

ernment of India in this particular case, but wish to raise the general question.
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We submit that, while it is open to the Departments of Education and to
~ all our customers to regard any work as unduitable or too expensive for the
~ purpose, it is only fair that we should be consulted before a reduction of price
~is confirmed by the head of the Education Department and a notice served
upon us of the character just described. It is our interest to make our books
suitable as to matter, publication and price, for the market, and we are at all
~ times anxious to consider and give effect to any representations made to us. In

some of the books referred to in the notice received by us there were miscalcula-
~ tions and omissions on the part of our critics which we - should have pointed
out, and which would, no doubt, have modified their judgment.

_ We would therefore enquire whether the Government of India would favour-
- ably consider the expediency of making a rule which would give a Publishing

irm an opportunity of stating the facts and expressing its views before a final
verdict is passed ex parte by a Director of Public Instruction. :

II. The second matter to which we invite attention is the following :—We
find that in two cases covered by the correspondence unauthorized translations
of books published by us have been made without authority by us or by the
author, and that these piratical reprints have been recommended for use in

- schools by a Provincial Text-Book Committee. We submit that such a recom-
mendation censtitutes an official recognition of an illegal act, and that in the
interests of the public as well as of authors and publishers the Departments of -
Public Instruction and Text-Book Committees should be enjoined to avoid
sanctioning or recommending the use of any book which encroaches upon copy-

right.
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EN Taz Hon’sir Mr. G'. H. STUART, w.a,, Barnster-af-Law, '
jﬁ ‘ Direcror oF PusnLic I'mnccnog,r
&
To |
Tue SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
: Educapional DEPARTMEAT,

Sir,

Fort St, George.

Tn returning the papers received with endorsement

No 206,Eduéationél,dated 29§h June last,I have the honour to

state that I see no objection to the issue of general

instructions on the lines indicated'by Messrs.Macmillan & Co.

As regards the matter of tran%latlons referred to in paragraph

ITI of their letter the Madras Taxt Book Committee has never

had to deal with such translations.

Sir,

’ Your most obedienﬁ se

A

I have the honour to be,

Director of Public Instruction.

nt,
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