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alterations in by-law 5, and postponing the consideration of the al
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by-laws until the revision of the by-laws and regulations relating to the Matricu~
B s boen dealt, with by U Baale, | | o
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

From A. G. BOURNE, Esq., D.Sc., ¥.r.., Registrar of the University of Madras, »
to the Secretary to Government, Educational Department, dated Senate
House, 27th April 1900, No. 310.

I am directed by the Vice-Chancellor and Syndicate to submit, for the sanction
of His Excellency the Governor in Council, the following alterations in and additions S
to the by-laws adopted by the Senate at the meeting held on the 20th April 1900 :—

That in by-law 134 the paragraph under “ (i) English Language ” be omitted ;
and that the following be substituted : —

“Two papers, each of three hours’ duration, shall be set upon the English
language. The first paper shall be divided into two parts : the first part shall contain
questions bearing on the subject-matter of text-books in prose and verse to be
prescribed from year to year and also questions on the meaning and explanation of .
phrases and sentences in these text-books; and the second part shall bear upon ¢
pronunciation with special reference to the position of accents, grammar with special
reference to parsing, syntax, analysis of sentences, and the following figures of
speech, metaphor, simile, personification, metonymy, synecdoche, transferred epithet,
hyperbole, irony. The second paper shall also be divided into two parts: the first
part shall contain (2) a short passage in prose or verse of which candidates shall be
required to give an abstract or an explanation insuch manner as may be prescribed ;

() questions on synthesis of sentences, the recasting of phrases and sentences, and .
the framing of sentences to illustrate the use of words and phrases ; and in the second 3
part candidates shall be required to write (2) a short narrative or a theme on some ‘

subject selected from the text-books preseribed for the examination, and (4) a letter

¢ ¢
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Marks.

10—1 English first paper, part Ii B oo - oo

» » e .. . .. : : 40
English second paper: ’pa.rt Lin):i. o' ¥e f SR
2—5 » ” » 1. (b) e L] LR} - . . 20
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That in by-law 144 the paragraph under * (i) English Language ” be omitted ; : i
and that the following words be substituted :— i :

“Three papers, each of three hours’ duration, shall be set upon the English
language. The first paper shall be divided into two parts and shall bear exclusively
on the text-books preseribed for the examination. The second paper shall be divided
into two parts: the first part shall bear on grammar, analysis of sentences, prosody,
pronunciation, and the figures of speech ; and the second part shall bear on the expla-
nation and use of words and phrases, the recasting of phrases and sentences, punc-
tuation, and the principles of structure in the sentence and the paragraph. The third

or letters on a selected subject.” i &*} i
That in by-law 136 that portion of the table which refers to the first day of ¢ |
the examination be omitted ; and that the following be substituted :— .

g
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paper shall also be divided into two parts: in the first part, candidates shall be
required to write a short narrative, or a theme on a selected subject ; and the second
part shall contain a passage or passages in prose or verse of which candidates shall be
required to give an abstract or an explanation in such manner as may be prescribed.”

That in by-law 146 that portion of the table which refers to the first day of
the examination and to the first part of the second day be omitted ; and that the
following be substituted :—

Marks,
First day—
10—1 English first paper .. 9 R o oo 3 go. 20
2—5 »»  second paper oe e vie e e e
Second day—
10—1 English third paper e .o o oo oo s 60
Total .. 200

—

By-law 5.—That in the by-law the words ¢ subject to the provisions of by-law
58 be omiited in order to insert the word ‘ and ”, and that the words *‘except in
cases of election of the Syndicate, the Presidents of Faculties and the Member to

‘represent the University in the Legislative Council, when Fellows not resident within
‘the Municipality of Madras may vote by means of voting papers” be omitted,

; Endt. No. 165, Edupational.

Referred to the Director of Public Instruction for remarks.

R. W. D’E. ASHE,

8rd May 1900. Ag. Asst. Scey. to Government,

—

From the Hon’ble Mr. G. H. STUART, w.a., Barrister-at-Law, Director of
Puablic Instruction, to the Secretary to Government, Educational Depart-
. ment, dated Madras, 28th May 1900, No. 5339,

, I have the honour to return endorsement No. 165, dated 3rd May 1900, on letter
No. 310, dated 27th April 1900, from the Registrar to the University of Madras, with
tke following remarks.

2. By-law 134 relates to the Matriculation examination, and the proposed
changes involve prescribing a text-book in English and the abolition of the translation

test.

3. Up to the year 1899, a text-book in English was prescribed for this examina-
tion. The text-book consisted of extracts in prose and poetry, a fresh selection being
made each year by a committee appointed by the Syndicate. The publication of the
‘text book was every year followed by the publication of a host of annotations, neces-
sarily hastily put together, often by very incompetent persons. Complaints were
made that school boys paid less attention to the text than to the notes upon it, which
usually dealt extensively with historical and geographical allusions, more rarely with
literary allusions, and very little with the difficulties of the language. Tt was asserted
that, as a consequence of this state of things, undergraduates were gradually deterio-
rating in respect of their knowledge of English, and were becoming less and less able
to express themselves clearly either in speech or in writing, or to follow with

“understanding the lectures, conducted in English, which they aitended at college.
The remedy proposed, and carried out in 1892, was the abolition qf tl}e Upiversjty
text-book in English, and the substitution of a different form of examination in which
~more importance was attached to a knowledge of the English language as a meaus of
_expression. At the same time a translation test was introduced consisting of transla-
tion into English of an easy passage in the vernacular of the pupil. This was not a




~
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test in his knowledge of the vernacular ; it was a test of his power of expressing in
idiomatic English the meaning of a previously unseen passage containing no vernac-
ular difficulties. It was considered to be a better test than the writing of an essav,
because the candidate had not to find any ideas, and could therefore devote his whole
time to expressing himself in good English.

4. After an interval of eight years the Senate now proposes to reintroduce a text-
book and to abolish the translation test. Less impprtance in the scheme of marks is
to be given to the text-book than formerly : but in other respects the change is a

return to the old state of things which was so thoroughly condemned in 1892. It is¢

now said that if school boys are not made to read a book for an examination they will
read no book at all. 'With regard to this I would invite the attention of Government
to the statements made on page 3 of the report on Public Instruction for 1898-99,
where it will be seen that, as a matter of fact, English readers are used in all high
schools. That these readers are not read as text-books for a public examination is, in
my opinion, a decided advantage. At the annual inspection of each school the
Inspectors see that the readers have actually been read and examine the pupils in
the portion that they have read, I believe one reason at the back of the mind of
some of those who advoeate the change is that the examination will be more precise

- and easier to conduct with a text-book than without one. DBut the Matriculation
examination has such an important influence on the course of study in the sixth form
of high schools, and the change in question would, I believe, have such a bad
influence that I have no hesitation in advising Government to reject it.

5. As regards the translation test, the question is avowedly one concerning the
difficulty of examining. It is said thatin a province like Madras, where there are so
many vernaculars, it is impossible to get an even standard : that the Tamil passage may
be easier than the Telugu, or both of them harder than the Malayalam. If this be so,
it ought to be possible to devise a remedy short of the heroic one of abolishing the
test altogether. 1 do not think it has yet had a fair trial. There can be no better
exercise in English than that involved in translating from other languages: in most
English publie schools it is almost the only, and certainly the most efficient, way of
acquiring a precise and careful style. It is not so much the particular passage that
may be set in the examination that is of importance: what is of importance 18 the
regular practice in translation in schools which the existence of the test implies.. I
thercfore advise that this part of the scheme be also rejeoted.

6. There is mno other part of the new by-law which calls for particular notice,
though it is, I consider, in somewhat needless detail.

7. A committee of the Senate is at present considering all the by-laws re{zim{])g 'to
the Matrieulation examination : if Government accepts my vIews s}st exprestslti :n?lé ;a:
it might suggest that the Sepatc refer the by-law to this (J(;lmr;ut e(ia ;).nn tz i
standing that a text-book is not to be introduced and that the translatio

be retained. :
8. The changes in by-law 136 are intended to carry out the changes in by

134 and stand or fall with them. S oL
1 ination i 8. e only 1
- 44 relates to the First Examination in Art8 _
chanc?é Bfoﬁ,‘:e(} 1s tiead abolition of the translation test; and for ltlhe h;?,:gns given
above inpregard to the Matriculation examination I am opposed to the change.

10. The changes in by-law 146 are consequential op those in by-law 144.

i i t resident
t present, it permits members of the Senate no 4
tn Ml e by’tI: Ynsc:;::iis (szgs of ele’ct‘,ioll)1e by means of voting papers. The by-%aw
B ;0 ‘was d last year and it was afterwards found to be in COI'lr i?-
L to' :;xl: IX of the Act of Incorporation (Act XXVII of_l&fé'il). llm
iy seﬁ 1t: 11 questions which shall come before the Chancellor, Vice-( ancée }(:r
g 1 ah ‘il bccle decided at a meeting of the Senate by the majority of the
: The change proposed restores the by-law to its old form and

diction pointed out above.

law

and Fellows 8
members present.
jeqoves the contra
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- EpucatroNar DEPARTMENT,

NOTES CONNECTED WITH G.O., No. 373, EDUCATIONAL, DATED
2011 AUGUST 1900.

»

; C. Nos. 559 and 706.
z Subject.—University By-laws.

The Syndicate of the University of Madras submits for sauction cértain changes.
in by-laws 134, 136, 144, 146 and 5. , ; :
2. By-laws 134 and 136 relate to the Matriculation Examination. The import-

' ., ant changes proposed are the re-introduc-
*The only translation paper under English ion of a text-book for the Matriculation

language. Examination and the abolition of one
of the two * translation papers.

3. By-laws 114 and 146 relate to

H.TREMENHEERE.

t Do. the F.A. Lxamination. The only im-
HT. portant change proposed is the abolition

‘ of one of the two + papers on translation.

4. The Director of Public Instraction, to whom the proposed changes were refer-

red for remarks, recommends that the changes proposed in by-laws 134, 136, 144

and 146 should be rejected. His reasons are that the re-introduction of a text-book

for the Matriculation Examination wouald have a bad influence on the students ard
that the translation test has not yet had a fair trial.

5. The Director further notes that a Committee of the Senate is at present con;
sidering all the by-laws relating to the

Submitted that this cannot be done with pro- i . Sl A
B Vis. ot the gist of & chiuge'and rt}:mit Matriculation Examination and that, if

for further consideration other details. th-e CIBYPPRIGDG  AgosIH: his ‘View.s, ¥
HT. might be suggested to the University to
A.T.A[RUNDEL]. refer the proposed changes in by-law 134
A EH|AVELOCK |. to that Committee, on the understending
that a text-book 1s not to be introduced
and that the translation test is to be retained. :

The Committee may perhaps be able to suggest a better remedy, but the ques-

tion isa purely educational one and it
I cannot agree ; see below. 18 submitted that it seems inadvisable

H.T. to throw out the recommendation of the
Senate in a matter like this,

6. The existing by-law 5 was sanctioned last year. It permits the use of
May be approved. voting papers which is opposed to the pro-

H.T. visions of section IX of the Act of incor-
Yes. poration (Act XXVII of 1857). The
ATA. change proposed restores the by-law to

A.EH. itg old form and removes its inconsistenc
with the Act. The Director of Public

Instruction is not opposed to the change.

7. Orders are solicited.

8. A statement is attached giving in parallel columns portions of the .e‘xisting
by-laws which are proposed to be altered, the proposed alteration and the remarks
of the Director of Public Instruction on the proposed changes.

P.T.THaRYAN.
8-6-00,
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A.T A[roxpEL]. l

The question involved is largely one
of policy.

2. Granting that Mr. Stuart is right and the Syndicate wrong, is it advisable to

* The theory is that the Syndicate needs the
confirmation of Government.

H.TREMENHEERE.

take out of the hands of the latter the
settlement of a matter of which in theory *
a Syndicate of a University should be a
competent judge ?

¥
3. The Senate acting under by-law 101 has duly confirmed the by-laws undeg
consideration in their revised form, and has thus made itself a party to them. 3

t+ .. “8o as the same [made or altered by-

. laws] be not repngnant to law or to the
general objects and provisions of this Act.”?
[Section VIIL.]

* This passage has no reference to Government.

[ G i

I apprehend this to be a grave misconception on
- the part of the Assistant Secretary, and that
- the approval of Government was requaired
that Government might have its proper
weight in the proceedings of a body which
to a large extent shapes the whole courso of
- education. Certainly, had Government not
- this voice, I should urge that the acceptance
- by Government of University Degrees as
~ certain standards and qualifications would
be most dangerous.
I contend in opposition to Mr. Pringle that it
- is essential for Government to exercise the
guiding influence given it by the Aet, even
on * purely educational points” certainly
when they are of the importance possessed by
those under consideration.

H.T.

I agree with the Secretary. The Syndicate
is a creature of the Senate and the Senate is
too large and too mixed a body to escape
mistakes. Government cannot abandon the
funetion assigned to it by the law, but it is
a question in every case whether it is wise to
interfere. The Senate’s own education may
cease if there is too much interfereuce !

j AT.A.
I coneur.
A.E.H[avELOCK].
Well, well !
B

We may be content with the Act.
H.T.

4. Of course the Act of incorporation
provides for the submission of all new
or revised by-laws to the Governor in
Council, and they have no validity until
he has expressed his approval of them.
But it is not improbable that this pro-
vision was chiefly intended as a safeguard
against illegalities +. However that may
be, it is at least open to doubt whether it
was ever contemplated that the Govern-
ment should reject the conclusions of the
Syndicate for the time being on a purely
educational point. The present proposals
are considered by Mr. Stuart to involve a
return to a state of things which was
thoroughly condemned about eight years
ago. Kven, however, if they are objec-
tionable and likely to be harmful in some

respects, it scems undesirable that the

University should be restricted in its
powers for good and evil. A University

which is held to be incompetent to regus, #*

late its own proper affairs in a matter
such as this will hardly be suceessful in

anything.

5. The suggestion in paragraph 7 of the Direetor’s letter is surely one which it
would be unwise to adopt. ~ If the operations of the Committee of the Senate of which
Mr. Stuart speaks are to be enlarged so as to include the consideration of this revised

by-law 134, it can only be by the procedure indicated in by-law 61. The Governor

$ By-law 90.
101 refers to by-laws.
ATA.

in Council would thus have to suggest to
the Senate that certain by-laws drawn up
by its own} executive body, the Syndi-
eate, and confirmed by itself, should in a

g

i
25
"
&
By
B
g
15511
“ri‘

‘withheld.

5 ul English of all the vernacular words and
. must also be able to express himsell in good

. kunglish.

B .i’*f&'%iihst.interests of education. But while fully agreeing with the Director of Public
~ Ipstruction in his objections, T am not satisfied that it would be wise to disallow the

&g revise the by-laws and

Committee. I think we may say that the

3 S

- truncated form be placed before some of

I think the Government can only approve or T members. (app ointed * for another
veto. If the main proposals are vetoed, the purpose) fo‘r eriticism  and, itmay be,
" other details which are unaffected by the TeV1SIOL. The Act and the existing by-
* roasons given by Government will doubtless laws framed under it cannot, it is thought,
" be taken up again by the Senate and the have contemplated such a proceeding, and
Director will then have an opportunity of it is likely enough that the Senate would

* of. by-law 51,

putting his views before it. ~ be somewhat indignant if it were
H.TI-REMENBEEBE]. snggested.

Wy o I agree. \ 6. To sum up: it appears to be advis-

3 A.T.AMRUxDEL). able that Government should either accept

: A E.H[avevock]. | or refuse to give approval to by-laws 134,

.. 136, 144 and 146. As to by-law 5, there

ATA. 1is no question, and it may be approved of

A KH. by the Governor in Council under section

VIII ¥ of the Act. |

A.VT. PRINGL‘E.
13-6-00.

1 Page 18 of Calendar.
Secretary.

: | ——

As to the re-introduction of a text-book, the late and present Directors have such
pronounced objections, and their reasons appear so sound, that approval may be

9. Tf this be decided upon, the matter of translation does not neegssarily come up,
except that it may be put forward as another reason for withholding approval. I

think it may be as there is much force in the Director’s remarks on the utility of
~ systematic training in translation. ;

H. TREMENHEERE.

‘Honourable Member and circulate. 18-6-00.

There is no question about by-law No. 5. This may be approved.

9. The chief question for decision is whether the proposed alterations in the exami-
nation in English for the Matriculation and the First Arts should be accepted or
whether on the advice of the Director of Public Instruction by-laws Nos. 134, 136, 144
and 146 should be disallowed. Iquite agree with the Director of Public Instruction in
the objections he has noted to the proposed changes, and Dr. Duncan, the late Director
of Public Instruction, in paragraph 2, page 3 of. his last report on Publie Instruction

1898-99) strongly condemns the proposal to re-introduce prescribed text-books for the
Matriculation examination. From the schoolmaster’s point of view the specified text-
book saves him much trouble in preparing boys for an examination and increases the
chanees that his pupils will pass. But as far as a knowledge of the language 18 con-

 cerned the absence of a specified text-book is much to be desired. In the same way I

: . think that the objections to the abolition
The candidate must know the equivalents in  of thq translation paper are very strong,
and that Mr. Bilderbeck, who proposed
both changes and got them carried by a
majority, acted unwisely and against the

Dby-laws which have been passed by the Senate. I!: is true they were _passed only
by a majority, and we do not know what the majority was or the relative value of

' the votes on either side. On the other hand, th_ou%h the question is of importance
" it is not of vital importance and relates to a detail o

education rather than to a first
he Hindu of April 21 that a Commit.tee has been a'ppoi.m;ad
regulations relating to the Matriculation Lxamination.”
ference must therefore come under the purview of that
attention of Government has been drawn
hat Government considers the confirmation

prineiple. I see from t
The by-laws now under re

to the appointment of this committee and t
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