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Bifurcation of Studies. :

dressing the Government of India on the subject of the — in the upper classes of high
recommended by the Education Commission.
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. 3724, 372B, Eovoartorar, 18mn Aveusr 1900,
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.,

RE/Aly—-the following paper :—

Extract from Government of India Resolution, Home De artment. d
October 1899, No, 495, ’ g Brpiniirt

* * * * P

~ 11. In their orders on the Education Commission’s report the Government of India
stated that the bifurcation of studies recommended by the Commission was of special
importance. Thé recommendation was that “ in the upper classes of high sehoolspthere
be two divisions — one leading to the entrance examination of the Universities, the
other, of a more practical character, intended to fit youths for commercial or other ’non-
literary pursuits.” The information on this matter contained in Mr, Cotton’s review
is meagre and unsatisfactory. Apparently little or nothing has been done in most
provinces to give effect to the recommendation of the Commission. The only provineces
which are shown to have taken any action in the matter are the North-Western
Provinces and Oudh and the Punjab. In the former the Allahabad Universit
conduets a “ School Final Examination” which is said to be growing in popularity
since 1its institution in 1894-95. Tts course includes science, drawing commerciaﬁ
subjects and an oral fest in English. 1t is alternative to the Matriculation and ranks
with it as an Entrance examination to the University. Apparently this éxamination
may still lead to a University course. In the Punjab, on the cther hang the Univer-
sity has instituted both an entrance examination in science leadine (o o deatas
and a final school examination, called the clerical and commercial examina%ion’
testing fitness for business, offices, &e. So far as Mr. Cotton’s review shows thi;
is the only province in which this non-literary examination exists ; and here, it in
conducted by the University. This subject demands more carefyl attention from
Local Governments; and the Government of India desire to receive a report from
each Local Government on the action taken.

Ozner—No. 872A, Educational, dated 18th August 1900,
Ordered that the following letter be sent to the Government of India ;:—
(True Extract.)

M. HAMMICK,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

Lerrer—No. 372B, Educational, dated Ootacamund, 18th August 1900, to the Secre-
tary to the Government of India, Home Department. ?

In the 11th paragraph of resolution No. 495 of the 28th October last, the Goy-
ernment of India alluded to the bifurcation of studies recommended by the Education
Commission and desired a report from Local Governments on the action which haq
been taken by them in this matter. The Commission had proposed that in the upper
classes of high schools there should be two divisions—one leading to the entrance
éxamination of the Universities, the other, of a more practical character, intended to
fit youths for commercial or other non-literary pursuits.
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Nos. 372A, 372B, Epvcarrosar, 18t Aveusr 1900.

2. T am directed to state that in Madras an examination known as the Upper
Secondary examination was instituted in 1889 as an alternative to the Matriculation
examination. It consists of two parts —a compulsory portion embracing English, a
second language, mathematics, history and geography, and an optional portion
requiring any two subjects of the Government Technical examination scheme, to which
reference will presently be made. The Madras University refused to consider this
examination as equivalent to the Matriculation examination. Although the syllabuses
have been frequently amended, and although the candidates who have passed it are
with some exceptions eligible for superior appointments in the Government service, it
cannot be said that the examination has proved at all successful. The number of candi-
dates has been remarkably small, and it was found that the special classes opened in
some high schools to prepare candidates for the examination failed to attract good
pupils in sufficient numbers. 8o long as Matriculation is recognised as qualifying for
entrance to Government service, there is little probability that the Upper Secondary
examination will successfully compete with the University test. .

3. The papers connected with the institution of the Upper Secondary examination
were submitted to the Government of India with the letter, dated 20th of June 1889,
No. 352, Educational, from this Government. By the light of those papers it is not
difficult to see why the examination has failed to attract candidated. The Committee
which drew up the original scheme for the examination proposed that it should be the
sole test other than degrees of the University for admission to the superior public
service. Had this condition been maintained, the examination would, no doubt, have
attracted numerous candidates. But the Government, for reasons which were fully
stated in the papers referred to, were unable to support the proposal made by the Com-
mittee. 1t resolved that while the Matriculation examination was to continue to
qualify for the Government service forj all appointments not amounting to Rs. 15 in
value and for service under local bodies, a pass in the higher University examinations

would be required from all candidates, for the Higher Revenue tests, qualifying for
the superior appointments in the public service. The University Matriculation examin-
ation thus possessed greater attraction for the majority of candidates and the result
has been that the Upper Secondary examination has failed to attract. .

4. Mr. Cotton has pointed out (paragraph 182) that in this Presidency while the
Upper Secondary examination has not proved suceessful as an alternative to the Matri-
culation examination, the elaborate system of technical examinations existing here has
to some extent fulfilled its object. This Government in its letter above referred to
drew special attention to the system of special examinations in science, art and indus-
tries, which it believed would accomplish more effectively the objects in view, and for
many years past the promotion of education of a more practical character than that
usua]ly given has been a matter which this Government has had much at heart. As
Mcr. Cotton states, ¢ the wide range of optional subjects has long ago given to hoth
secondary and primary schools the opportunity required for developing a modern side
or éncouraging the tastes of individual pupils, while the elasticity of the Code has
enabled the department to encourage by extra grants whatever practical subjects may
from time to time seem to need stimulus.”

5. As regards the progress mide in the matter of the Special Technical examina-
tions, I am to say that although slow the advance has not been unsatisfactory. In
1291 the number of candidates who appeared for these examinations—Advanced,
“Hutermediate and Blemeutary—was 1,460 ; in 1899 it was 3,980. The number of candi.
dates who passed in 1891 was 1,007 and in 1899 1,681. The subjects taken up by the
candidates include civil, mechanical, and electrical engineering, agriculture, veteri-
nary science, sanitary science, commerce, music, drawing, woodwork and metalwork,
tailoring and dress-making. There are now Z4 higher class techunical, industrial or
art schools teaching subjects coming under one group of the technical examination
scheme and 14 schools teaching subjects coming under two of more groups. Three

" Distriet Boards maintain each an industrial school of its own. The Government has

recently obtained sanction for the deputation of Mr. Chatterton on special duty for
three years in view to the encouragement of industrial and technical education, and

- while the difficulties in the way of a rapid extension are neither few nor insignificant,

it may be hoped that the progress in the coming decade will be considerable.
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