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Submitting to the Government of India, extracts from a letter from the Director of
Public Instruction showing the position of —in the Madras presidency.




2 ~ Nos. 371, 372, Epucarionar, 18t Avcusr 1900,

B T a2 T e T e P U R o~ SIS S
R R S S

Y

R e e 2 2 L P A

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Rrap—again the fnll.owing paper :—

Extract from Resolution of the Government of

India, H D
No. 495, dated 28th October 1899. . ome epartment,

6. The constitution of the Universities, as set forth in paragraph 51 of
Colbigiate M Mr. Cotton’s Review, shows clearly that,cthuugh they
B2 are not under the control of the Education department
they are intimately connected with the Government. They are so constituted that
the Government must be held in great measure responsible for their administr-xtiox; :
and they are intended to co-operate with the Government in the mivancmn(enn of
higher education. ‘I'hey exercise the most powerful influence over hicr{)’ schools
and colleges. They preseribe the courses of sgudy for the entrance examination :
and also for their degrees to which practically only students of affiliated colle re;
are admitted. The variations in the standard for the Matriculation and Deg%e;
examinations, referred to by Mr. Cotton in paragraphs 95 and 52 of his Review
exercise, therefore, a serious effect on higher education, in respect of which thej
Loeal Governments ought to recognize at once their interest and their respon-
sibility. .

7. Itis, however, mainly with the colleges that the Government of India
have to do in the present Resolution. ~The important figures for examination are
those set forth in Mr. Cotton’s table XLVII (page 77) showing the ¢ Results of
University Arts Examinations according to management of Cf)lleges ” and illl his
table LIII (page 96) showing the * Expenditure on Arts Colleges.” These 4 urp:
show that the principles laid down for the final and full accekptance of Loca% G(;-
vernments in paragraph 30 of Home Department Resolution No. 10-309, dated 23rd
October 1884, are not receiving duly careful attention. It was laid down that for
all kinds of ** advanced education” private effort should in future be increasingly and
mainly relied on, and that every form of private effort should be svsbematically
encouraged in such ways as thesc . (a) by clearly showing that, whilst existing
State institutions must be maintained in complete efficiency where necessary, the
improvement and extension of institutions under private managers will be the
principal care of the department ;” (b) by insisting only on “ efficiency and the

rotection of neighbouring institutions from unfair competition ;” (¢) “ by liberal
aid and co-operation in the gradual raising of fees, so that less and less aid may be
required,” etc. Now these principles are inconsistent with the increase of exben
diture from Provincial revenues on colleges under public management, and with
the small rise in fees, during the quinquennium. '

5. In a speech delivered in the Madras Council on 12th April 1394, as reported
in the local Gazette, Lord Wenlock (then Governor) said : “ It has been said, with
some truth no doubt, that, whenever it is a question of providing money for a
Government institution, money is forthcoming ; but whenever it is necessary for
other institutions, the reply is always unfortunately non possumus * * If twenty-
one people are knocking at the door of Government for relief, who is the person
that is likely to receive attention from Government first, Government institutions
or what | may call strangers ? Of the twenty-one it is only natural that Govern-
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ment should be a little more tender-hearted to its own particular child. But when
its child has been fed, I think we may be able to extend our attention to the other
twenty.” This is surely not to make the improvement and extension of institutions
under private managers ‘* the principal care of the Department.”  Lord Wenlock’s
language would be appropriate in the head of a rival concern, but in Home Depart-
ment Resolution, dated 18th June 1888, it was distinctly laid down that *“ in this

- as in all other matters it is the policy of the Government of India, to avoid entering

intd competition with private enterprise.” The remarks of the Director of Educa-

tion in Madras quoted by Mr. Cotton in paragraph 71 of his Review show also that
the principles laid down in respect to fees have been lost cight of ; and that Go-
vernment grants have become in some cases ““a virtual subsidy to the managers of
aided institutions, helping them to recoup a loss of fee income deliberately incurred.”

These remarks are not quoted becsuse the Madras Government most uumifest;ljv

transgress the principles laid down for guidance ; but because they are perhaps the
f these principles which the

clearest statement of the transgression or neglect o
Government of India believe to be only too general. As a matter of fact, perhaps
the most manifest transgressor is the Government of the North-Western Provinces

and Oudh which has increased its ‘expenditure from Provincial funds on colleges

under public management during the quinquennium by a larger amount than in

the case of primary education. This neglect of principles plainly laid down for
guidance cannot be permitted ; and the Government of India must insist on the
practical observance of the instructions contained in the Resolution above quoted.

Reap—also the following paper:—
Letter from the Director of Public Instraction, Madras, dated 25th June
1900, No. 6091.

Orper—No. 371, Educational, dated 18th August 199
Ordered that the following letter be sent to the Government of India:—

(True Extract.)

M. HAMMICK,

Ag. Secretary to Government

Litike—No. 372, Educational, dated Ootacamund, 13th August 1900, to the
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

In the 7th and 8th paragraphs of the Resolution of the Government of India
in the Home Department, No. 495, 28th October 1899, the position of collegiaﬁe

education in Madras and other provinces was discussed.

2. As no special report from this Government has been asked for, His
Bxeollency the Governor in Council does not now purpose making any remarks
ieves that the annexed extracts from a letter from the -

on the subject, but he bel ] ' )
Figector of Public Instruction will be of interest to the Government of India as

showing clearly that this Government has not failed to pay regard to the recom-

" mendations of the Education Commission, and also as correcting the erroneous

impression which certain remarks made six years ago by His Excellency Lord
Wenlock at a meeting of the Legislative Council, under an evident misapprehen-

sion of the facts, have not unnaturally created.
M. HAMMICK,

Ag. Secretary to Government.
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