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Mappila Commercial Class, Oalieut. _
~ Recording report on the working of the — for the year 1899-1900.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT,

Reap—the following paper :—

From the Hon’ble Mr. G. H. STUART., w.a. Barrister-at-Law. D; .
Instruction, to the Secretary to G’overn,ment, Educationv:l, D;;iiigzeftP&l e
Madras, 17th July 1900, No. 7038. y

With reference to paragraph 9 of G.0O., No. 363 Educational, d
1898, I have the honour to submit, for the i,nformatio’n of Governx’ne;l:efthOth 1J une
report from the Acting Headmaster, Government School of Commerce C’alicu:nc osed
working of the Mappila Commercial class during the first year of its éxistence’ P

2. The report gives full information. It shows that the new el "
well during the year and that it is appreciated by the people for WhOS’;S%eﬁz;i tw_(;l ked
opened. 1t wag

—

ExcLosURE.

From M.R.Ry. 8. VAIDYANATHA ATYAR, r.1.ps., Actin Headmast
School of Commerce, Calicut, to the Director of Public Ingsructio;m;;tgg, (g(l)i‘;el;;nli‘ent
May 1900, No. 1443. ? ut, 17th

I have the honour to submit my report on the working of the Mappila C 1
the School of Commerce, Calicut, for the year 1899-1900. 3 PRFS Vommaveia) dlinod

2. Organization—On the recommendation made by the Director of P bli g
June 1897, Government was pleased to sanction the formation of a Uommeroiali C;E(:SSI ?:inﬁ;mn'lm
in the School of Commerce, Calicut, by G.0., No. 363, Educational, of 20th June 1898, o

The appointment of an assistant on Rs. 40 was sanctioned for the Ma ila clg
Subramani Aiyar, an Assistant Master of Kerala Vidya Sala, Calicut, anc{) }; :tl(;ldrleslsl,t fixliflldP s A%e
Government scholarship in the Advanced Commercial classes of this institution, wag g l'ntea
sub. pro fem. third assistant and placed in charge of the Mappila class. He is a Firstp ?012 .
undergraduate and has passed the Advanced examination in Commercial Correspon denn rts
Commercial Geograpby, and the Intermediate examination in Banking and Book-keepingce and

Twenty scholarships of Rs.2 a month were sanetioned to Mappila student f thi
they were tenable from 15th February 1899 to 30th April 1900. b s of this class and

Before the class was formed draft rules for the admission 6f students into the clasg and th
award of scholarships to Mappila students were sulmitted for approval, and they were sanet; 3
and directed to be published in the Furt 8t. George Gaszette. 'I'hese rules with g Mala l:fle
translation of the same were also published in the local District Gazette and spare eopiesy w:m
distributed among the Mappilas of the town. s

Forty-four applications were received for admission, 38 of whom were Mappilas, 8 were
Nayars, 1 a Tiyya, 1 a Chetty, 1 a Muhammadan. The class was formed on 15th February
1899, and under the immeodiate supervision of the Headmaster, the instructor gave for the
first two days a few introductory Jessons on the scope and utility of commercial subjects. For
the first six months, the instruetor was made to teach under the immediate supervision of the
Headmaster, so as to meet objections raised by Mappila mercantile students, to inspire confidence,
and to popularise the subject and the class. Graduated exercises and lessons containing trans-
actions of immediate practical utility in the daily work of a merchant had to be framed, which
was done by the instructor, in consultation with the Headmaster, who also supplied a detailed
syllabus and very often notes of lessons on the portion to be taught each week.

3. Admission.—Admission into the elass was open primarily to such as had passed
the Primary School esamination in Malayalam. But such as produced certificates of

having attended an upper Emnar)' class for one year were also adwmitted provided they or their
guardians were traders. The class was thus thrown open to young men of other communities

whomay be desirous of benefiting by the instruction imparted in it.
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Twenty scholarships of Rs, 2 a month were awarded to twenty Ma ilas th;m had
the Prima.rg School examination, preference being given to the so?s of ptll,'laders and to school-
~ masters. Such of the Mappila students as were not awarded one of the twenty scholarshi
- were admitted as free scholars and declared eligible for a scholarship on the occurrence o a

vacancy. The non-Mappilas were admitted as free scholars.

4. Subjects, Hours, and Course of Study.—The students of this class were taught Co: i
Arithmetic and Book-keeping. The syllabus includes the vernacular multiplica%ion tanll)ln;:r:llr:
preparation of invoices and account sales, the caleulation of interests on current aeccounts by
interest products, and the Native system of hook-keeping with a few improvements as suggested
by the knglish system, special attention being paid to mental arithmetio, Instruction of an
elementary character was also given on the form and negotiation of cheques, hundis, bonds
promissory notes, on Stamp rules relating to those documents, and on the facility afforded t(;
‘traders by a bank in the shape of discounts and cash credits. Instruction in all these subjects

- was imparted in vernacular, .e., in Malayalam, :

- Asthe class consisted of adults who were teachers and traders and of young boys who were
~pupils of other schools, it was found that the method and manner of instruction suited to the
- one would not suit the other, and that uniform progress could not be ensured if all the students

- were grouped together in one class. The young boys had to be taught more leisurely and the
~ grown-up men did not like to take their places by them. The class was therefore divided into
two sections—one for the adults from 5-30 to 6-30 ».x. and one for the boys from 9 to 10 a.m.
6 Chairman of the Calicut Municipality was pleased to sanction the Headmaster’s request that
the local municipal primary schools may be made to begin their work at 11 a.m. to enable the
teachers and the students of those schools to attend the morning section of this elass. Both the
- sections were held five hours a week.

- The class was started on 15th February 1899 and completed its course on 30th April 1900.
5 Strength and Attendance.—The class started on 15th February 1899 had 37 pupils on its

rolls, of whom 33 were Mappilas, ] a Muhammadan, and the rest were non-Brahman Hindus.
There were 29 admissions and 41 withdrawas, the number on the rolls on 3Gth April 1900 being

nth on securing an appointment ; so that of the 20 Mappilas on the rolls on 30th April 1900,
‘were scholarship holders and the rest were free scholars. It was not considered necessary to
‘award the vacant scholarships to the 2 free scholar Mappilas, as there were only about two
% for the students of the class to complete their course,

The average number on the rolls was 37°1 and the average daily attendance was 82:3, the
age number of absentees being 12'8 per cent. 2

. Nationality and Age—Of the 87 students on the rolls, the starting st

nary 1899, 33 were Mappilas, 2 were Nayars, 1 a Tiyya and 1a Mugaml;:gta];. Olbfl i]?;

25 students on 30th April 1900 when the class completed 1its eourse, 20 were Mappilas, 3 were

Nayars, 1 a Tiyya, and 1 a Muhammadan. The youngest of these is 12 years old and th’e oldest

B yoars, |

It must be considered satisfactory that in addition to Ma pilas young men of other castes—
yars, Tiyyas and Muhammadans—were willing to benefit gy the instruction imparted in this

, though they were not eligible for scholarships. ‘

7. General Educational Qualifications of Students.—Of the 25 on the rolls on 30th April 1900
2 have passed the Lower Secondary examination, 21 have passed the Primary School examin-
 ation and 2 have attended an upper primary class for one year.
8. Occupation of Students.—Of the 25, the closing strength of the class, 4] students are
~ headmasters and 5 are assistant masters of Mappila primary schools, 2 are pupils of other
hools, 2 are mercantile clerks, 5 are traders and the remaining 7 are unempfoyed. One of
Mappila stadents has since been appointed a clerk on Rs. 15 in an island under the Malabar
petorate near the Malabar Coast.
9. Oceupation of Students' Guardians.—The guardians of 10 students are traders; of the
1 is an official and 14 are petty officials. '
0. Ezaminations.—A half-yearly examination was held in Commercial Arithmetic and Book-
eeping in December 1899, and a final examination was held in the two subjects at the end of
) urse on 1st May 1900. There are at present no Government Commercial examinations
n Malayalam or in any other vernacular for which the students of this class are to be prepared.
herefore propose to grant certificates to students of the class on type-written forms on the
- results of the two examinations: First-class certificates to be granted to such as secure 65 per
- eent. and second-class certificates to such as secure 45 per cent. of the maximum marks, these
- beivg the minima required in the case of the Government Commercial examinations. Of the 25
~ students on the rolls on 30th April 1900, 24 sat for the final examination as well as for the half.
- yearly examination. Of the 25 students that continued to complete their course in the class 17
passed, of whom 7 are eligible for first-class certificates.
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11. This is the first year in the history of commercial education
the formation and wor. of a vernacular commercial class, In
‘new Mappila class on 1st ay 1900, I had an interview with g

in which has o he recorded
view of the for_mation of the

. . £/ CURRENT N(_)‘.& Q \7
: e i v_w‘;_ : & " AM\ iy
g T G o
Yf ’ : ;/0353/‘}%’}// .
S o ! o y ] % /

12. This new class started on 1st May 1900 has at present 55 pupils on the rolls, of whom
53 are Mappilas as against 33 Mappilas on the rolls whe

| n the class for the period under review
Fv was started in February last. Some half a dozen Mappila students of the present class have

i expressed their willingness to continue their studies without scholarships, and, in fact, they do
not want them even if offered. That some of the Mappilas, who received instruction in the class
for the period under review, really appreciate the usefulness of commercial education is evident

5 from the fact that so many as 9 Mappilas of that class who have completed a course of instruc-

; tion continue to evince their interest by having joined the new Mappila class just opened, that

! they may undergo, once more, asecond course of training for another year, though they know they
are not eligible for scholarships for the second course. These must be considered as satisfactory
features and show that the class is increasing in popularity and that the experiment has so far

proved successful. It is hoped that this class will gradually attract a good number of free and
paying students in addition to stipendiary students. From my experience of the Mappila boys
during the past one year, I find that if their interest in educafion and in the sul

bjects they learn
, they evince a lively and an intelligent interest in their studies, w

hile their shrewd
powers of understanding enable them to show a satisfactory record of progress.

13. Tf similar classes are subsequently to be opened in the interior of this district in connee-
tion with various Mappila schools, it will “be necessary to start a Mappila training olass, and to
arrange for the headmasters of a dozen primary schools, to be sent to Calicut every year to be
trained in dmmercial subjects. These men, when they go back to their schools, will be in a
position to start vernacular commercial classes for the benefit of the students that have completed
their primary school course. The greatest obstacle to the rapid extension of special classes has
been the difficulty of securing competent and enthusiastio instructors. The cheapest plan of

- supplying special teachers is to award a limited number of seholarships to teachers, and to train a
ew upper secondary and lower secondary trained teachers for a year in a commercial class,
preference being given to Mappila students.
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Orper—No. 332, Educational, dated 2nd August 1900.
Recorded.

2. The report is encouraging.
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