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HIS EXCELLENCY

SIR ARTHUR ELIBANK HAVELOCK
6.0.8.6. GCLE,
GOVERNOR OF MADRAS.

>

May it please Your Excellency,

The humble supplication of Rao Bahadur
& T. Pattabhiram Pillai, Retired Deputy
Collector, residing at Trichinopoly,

Laid at the feet of His Excellency the Governor Sir Arthur Havelock.

1. The Supplicant was a servant, Revenue brauch of Her Majesty’s un-
covenanted service for 44 years 4 months and is now aged 67. He is in fact among
the living persons, the longest in service and oldest in age; and on that ground
alone, he thinks he oy be deemed not unworthy “to approach Your Excellency
with a prayer for a " small personal favor.

9. Mere length of service and mere length of age cannot alone constitute
worth. His has been a uniformly meritorious, honest and faithful service of little
short of half-a-century. The Honor-certificates granted him on the Empress Day
in 1877 and on Jubilee day in 1897 and the title ot Rao Bahadur conferred on him
in January 1891, are sufficient to testify to his merits. In his total service heis
able to count 7 years as a Tahsildar, 16 years as Huzur Sheristadar and off and on
Deputy Collector, and 74 years as confirmed Deputy Collector—in all about 31 years
in the superior grade.

ur

3. The prominent part which he always took in the receptions of H. R.H.
The Prince of Wales and of several successive G‘rovérnorq by the community of

Trichinopoly, always pointed him out as one of the most loyal citizens of Her Ma-
jesty.. Tt fell to his lot, under the auspices of a succession of good Collectors, to
purge the Trichy District of rampant corruption and to introduce a personnel whose
" thorough honesty, above all things brought its administration to a hlgh level of
purity.

4. His perfectly clean-handed career in the public service from first to
last has left him in comparatively poor circumstances, his savings having been :
devoted to the education of his children, and in the fulfilment of domestic obliga-
+ions incidental to the father of a large family consisting of 4 sons and 4 daughtets;x
and lastly in the eonstruction of a house to hve and die in. :

His present pension of Rs. 226—2—6 1s scarcely sufﬁment to ]ead a decenb
and comfortable life. He has therefore little or nothing in the way of acqui d
riches or any patrimony inherited from forefathers to bequeaf,_h. to his children.
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5. Nor has he been fortunate in the academic career of his sons, none of
the eldest three, having passed school examinations or Special Tests, qualifying
them for employment in higher grades than the most humble. The last scn 1s the

year, and who has yet to enter the arena of public life, to leap successfully over so
many hurdles, so to say and to win his way through a severe competitive struggle.

6. His eldest son, Purushothama Pillay,now 32 years of age is now second
shroff (money counter) on a salary of Rs. 25 m the Trichy Huzur Treasury and
10 years standing. By his diligence and industry, he has practically qualified
himself for the post of Huzur Treasurer (The Trichy Treasury, by the way, is the
heavisst of Treasuries in the PresTdency) which carries a salary of Rs. 125. THere
agam the Rules of the Service bar his promotion to that post, the only one he can
aspire to, in that limited sphere. Your supplicant would have gladly and more
dutifully approached your Excellency through the regular channels, namely, the
Collector and the Board of Revenue, but the former is forbidden by orders from
making recommendations for exemptions and the latter decline to receive them,
not being within their province. Mr. Andrew, when Collector of Trichy, did make
a recommendation on behalf of Purushotham Pillai in 196, but the Board declined
to entertain it for the reason already stated.

7. The bar which thus stands in the way can only be removed by an act of
grace emanating from Your Hxcellency in whom alone is vested the prerogative of
exempting persons like those similarly circumstanced to my sons from passing the
few minor Tests prescribed by the Rules of the Service. I beg therefore to place
the case of my eldest son at Your Excellency’s feet for gracious consideration.

8. Days there were, not very long past when native servants of long faith-
ful and meritorious service used to be rewarded with perpetual jaghires and subse-
quently when that system ceased, with Pensions for three generations such as were
granted by Governor Sir Charles Trevelyen in 1858-59. Now a days all this has
become a thing of the past and Life pensions of prescribed amounts has become the
rule in all cases almost without distinction.

6. .The only way now left open is the grace of the Governor who can, as a
personal favor, grant exemptions for _Huzur Treasurer from the Tests,—Transla-
tion, Precis writing and Handwriting—in the case of sons of distinguished ser-
vants-who must, but for such acts of grace, rot in the drudgery of the lower grades,
unable to make both ends meet and unable to give education io their children

suitably to the requirement of the times.

10. Your Excellency’s supplicant’s position is unique, and he trusts that
the grant of his humble prayer cannot become an inconvenient precedent likely to

embarass Your Hxcellency.

He therefore once more begs that his prayer may be graciously considered
and complied with, with that generosity and sympathetic regard for natives which
have so conspicuously marked Your Excellency’s beneficient administration.
%/”"" *5:‘/7”1‘""""‘/{’ E= begs to remain
Your ExcELLENCY’S

Most obedient and grateful Servant,
7
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only one who under God’s blessings has graduated and that only so recently as this
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TESTIMONTA LS. z]

T. Purushothama Pillai, is the son of T. Pattabhiram Pillai Rai Bahadur Deputy Collec-
tor well known for his honesty and straight forwardness. I have seen this young man work-
ng as a Shroff in the Huzur Treasury Trichinopoly since 1890. He is very sharp intelligent
and quick at his work and also does it very systematically. He can turn his hand to any
work in the Cash Department and he is in every way fitted to be the Treasurer. It is much
to be regretted that the recent Fxamination Rules have been made to apply to these poor
Shroffs, who must possess special knowledge, special training and special honesty to deal with
cash and not for passing of some tests. 1 sincerely wish that this young man is exempted from
the Examination Rules, so that his prospects may not be barred for ever.

(True copy)
(Signed) A. SHUNMUGASUNDRAM,

TRICHINOPOLY,
14—12—93,

Deputy bollector

Mr. T. Purushothama Pillai, Shroff Trichinopoly Treasury worked under me for near] y
five months. He is the son of the distinguished Deputy Collector Mr. T. Pattabhiram Pillai.
His work was quietly and well done. . I had no occasion to find fault with him. He was in
charge of stamps for sometime which work he satisfactorily discharged. His behaviour was
uniformly gentlemanly. -

(True copy)

MoxanropDY, } (SBigned) RAMACHANDRA ROW,

24th February 1894, Deputy Collector; '
T. Purushothama Pillai a Shroff in the Huzur Treasury Trichinopoly worked under me
on the several occasions | had temporary charge of the Treasury. I always found him intelli-
gent and hardworking  He comes of a very respectable family and is very trustworthy. I
shall be glad to hear of his rising in the public service. i :

. (True copy)

TRICHINOPOLY, } (Signed) SYED KADER BATCHA,

15th Junuary 1894, Deputy Collector.

T. P. Purashottama Pillai, served under me for a period of about six _years when I
was Treasury Deputy Collector of Trichinopoly. He was first entertained as a Shroff on Rs, 15
and since promoted to the post of Dy. Shroff on Rs. 25. He has also acted twice as Head
Shroff on Rs. 50. He gave me entire satisfaction by a diligent and faithful ‘discha,rge of his
duties. I always found him straight forward and thoroughly trustworthy. I was all along
taking a personal interest in him. He is the son of Rao Bahadur T. Pattabhiram Pillai, retived
Dy. Collector, whose high character for integrity and long faithful service to Government have
been acknowledged in the certificates of distinction granted him by Government on the
“ Kmpress ” day and on the Diamond Jubilee day. ~

I should be glad to see T. P. Purushottama Pillai raised to the position of Treasurer
S - on Rs 125 in the Collector’s Treasury in one of the Districts. He is eminently fitted for that
J',, post by his intelligence and experience, good character and social status. i :

Treasury defalcations will, in my opinion be greatly minimized by the employment of
men of such high fawily reputation to the post of Treasurer and to similar posts involving
custody of cash.

Purushottama Pillai has however not passed the tests required for a Huzur Trea-
surer’s post. He tells me that he is going to apply for exemption. Knowing as T do how well
he deserves the concession, 1 wish him success in the attemps. His father's 44 years of ser-
vice is, so far as I kuow, the longest and most distinguished of all Pensioners’ now livin g‘ i
the exemption which the son seeks will be a well merited favor, if Government will be gi'é;
ciously pleased to grant it, ‘ , X

(True copy.) :

Kumbakonam, % 3 (Signed) A, KRISHNASWAMI AIYER, : »

26th February 1900. Pensioned Deputy Céllét.:;tbr‘.’ -
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