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No. 42 £y

From

—

])uéARTMENT,

ﬁ%rtéﬁ(C&gymA‘h

that a’case of acid’addressed to the Mangalore College~
I‘Q A
its destlnatlon by bl offiice on.dLhe ground that s

not then call at Western ports owing to the %outh We&

The case was accordingly removed to this office;
%. A short. bime abttor,[i.e) in August,three

to the same coll@gp were alsol rece 1vpd and undp'

Lo take the first.case w1th hlm whnn g01ng to

Consignments *office,to take charge of the seca
cases lying there and to despateh all the T
Mangalore by rail. This was done,but

office that a special




description of contents had,it was assumed,been marked on
the case when it was.shipped from London. Nothing happenesd
5 ‘Vf: on the railway -journey and the case appears to have becn
Handed.over by the railway authorities at Calicui;also without
special warning to the Agents of the British India Stean
- Navigation Company for transmission to’Mangalore.ﬂ As a
mattpr.of fact the case oontalned phosphorus as Well as acids
and 1t unfortunatnly took flre %pontan@ously on e board the

.

stpamer between Callcut and Mangalore. Thp Agnnt% of the

British India Steam Navigation Company at Callout state that

“

if the contents had been declared,the case would Bbt have been

R o b s Ty

placed in the hold along with other cargo,but would have been

carried on deck at special rates. Fhey, therefdore, claim

ok o i

s.171L8-0 for damage done to other cargo in putting out the
fire. The Principal,Mangalore College,thinks that the fire
was due to the' defective packing ot inhe inflamméblévartioles

contained in the casejbut it does not seem to be possible to

prove this,as the case was destroyed at the time of the fire.

[
‘. » *

: Tor the Mangalore College and to request that sanction may be
F ; :

I beg also to subkit a list of chemicals urgently required

accorded for their local purchase.
4 1
I have . the honour to be,

S

Your most onedient servant,

St sty

Dimeebori o Pubilbc: Tnstruction,

-
; ,3 ‘s il
. ////f///i

@

' to have been marked on one side "Acid on d

Railway Consignments note knewpor should-ﬁave"

~The event upon whi

natlon:occurred six months ago and Ii,
it. The fact that the case contalned dang_
to the Director of Publlc Instructlon' vmde
ter in which he states that I informed hlm;
tainéd acid, the fact of its contalnlng phos
material as the contents being an acldf1b>1s~i

ous,lis packod in a peéuliar shaped case; and
other side "dangerous" if not so marked the
thorities are in fault; but as it wasistowedt

the vessel which brought it out it is a reasona

ed;

by rail to declare the contenbs, and acld

dangerous unless shewn to be otherw1se. The

office of Director of Public Instruction;fn',ﬁ

tents of the case. The Railway Compény‘nﬁét
that the case contained acid, and have s!
declaring it; but the Agents o the Ste
have accepteq’theipaokage Withont ¥no
or else have failed to orderaits’stdwagl
tinctly shewn in the EngllshﬂB‘ll\of L7‘
tained "a01d 10 be stowed on deck at"
fore it must have been so marked.
could have taken in the maﬁier i

the information concerning uhe pac

il(o)iat H(0)E S

respects suff:



 the vessel’s hold.

In conclusion, I would remark that the Director of

¥ 3 s

Public Instruction belng the officer' on. whose lndent ,fthe

’

o stcres were supplied was 1n a p031t10n not only to know the

.

‘@i nature of the acidy but the faot that ph@sphorous also was 2 ;
- packed in the same case., He must th@réfore‘have kn%Wn ‘that ;
“the contentsrwere dangerous, and I‘submity”tha%.gven _had i,
-?% been similarly informed (which I was nob ) Gl hérdly part
of my duties to offer consignees a dégé%iption*Of'the;con—§ 'ﬁ*f
tents of their packages. The DiréétofHOT’Publi&flnstruction

was informed that the case contained acid, the case  was

marked Langerous, and this appears to me to relieve me of

n further responsibility.

Agent for Government Consignmnents.

. Madras,

A

23 February 1900,

A
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