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* My, K. PRABHAKARAN TAMPAN :——-“\Sir, T move
¢ that the allotment of Rs. 11,183,000 for durect grants i non-Qovernment
secondary schools be reduced by Rs. 1,000’
« Qir T want to sugeest by means of this token motipn to the Grovernrr'le.nt
| that i: should be madeg gobligitory on the part of the bigh school autborities
to send up all boys who have studied for one year in the sixth form to the
school final public ‘examination. In many institutions' the custom is to
detain several such boys in the sixth form to show a tetter percentage of suc-
cess in the examination. I am one of those who believe that it ought not fo
be done. According to the present practice there are only 40 boys in a class
and if a teacher who is entrusted with the coaching up of that number, is
not found capable of teaching efficiently this small number during the course
of one year, he is not fit to ke placed there. Tustead of detaining a boy
at that “stage, it would be better if he is not promoted from the fifth form.
Tt is indeed very hard to detain him at this fag end of the schaol final career.
Strict rules ought to be enforced in promoting a boy froxp the fifth foru} to
“the sixth. 1tis very hard upon the boys to be told at the time when applica-
tions for the public examination are sent, that they would not be sent up.
Tn a district like Malabar where we have the ad joining State of Cochin where
the rules are not so strict, what bappens is that the boys so detained go there
and appear for the examination. 1 may say that my school also occaslonally__.
sins in this respect. We detained two or three boys last year but they
went to the Cochin examination with the result that this year we have sent
up all the boys. I should suggest that in ordinary circumstances no boy
should be detained in the sixth form having put 1n the full one year’s course
in that class.”
* The hon. Rao Bahadur Sir A. P. Patro:—1I am yery sorry that

hon. Friend has brought this motion, It 1s educationally very- unsound that
the Government or the Legislative Council should interfere with the edue
tional standards of schools, It is a matter entirely for the he‘admas.ter

[Sir A. P. Patro]

the staff to decide whether a student is fit to appear for the examination or
not. “We cannot lay down the test, for it is they that are in close contact
with the work and study of the student and in a position to judge as to the
capacity of the student. Under the existing rules the headmaster of
a school has to intimate to the Secondary School-Leaving Certificate Bo
_the number of students that are yualified for appearing from his schg )
for the public examination. He judges the students by their marks, by
‘class examinations which the headmaster and the teachershold, by
general conduct, and by the general level of intelligence of the candid
I should appeal to the House that in a matter like this it should be
left purely to the discretion of the headmaster. My hon. Iriend has
pointed out that in some cases the headmaster and the staff may not be
able to judge and that the record of work maintained in the school in the
‘Secondary School-Leaving Certificate book may not be accurate. These are
no doubt some of the drawbasks of the present Secondary School- Leaving
Certificate system. They are all now being revised and considered by the
Committee that is now sitting and going into the details of it. Because
thero has been an abuse in some places or because one headmaster of an instis
tution has not been discharging his responsibility properly I should
certainly suggest that there should be a wholesale revision of the exist
system. How best the system could be rectified must be considered.
sure hon. Members realize that there are defects inthe working of the Secondary
School-Leaving Certificate system. There has been public agitation in t
matter and we have realized that there are some defects. We have, therefo
appointed a committee to go into the scheme and revise the course, and in
_ doing so, to see how best we can adjust it between the old Matriculation
and the present Secondary School-Leaving Certificate and effect a compr
mise between the two. And itis utterly inadvisable for us to fake upon '
ourselves to dictate to the ISducational authorities that this should be the
standard or that should be the standard, and that all boys of the VI form
irrespective of their qualifications and equipment, irrespective of their study
or anything, irrespective of the fact whether the boys are fif: to be sent up f
the examination, should be sent up to the Secondary School-Leaving Cert;
cate examination. That is educationally unsound, and I may say from
point of view of the students, it would he disastrous. Far from rectifyi
the defects in the system, it will be enhancing the present difficulties. Iti
suggested that the headmasters sometimes take advantage of the positio
the power vested in them and they abuse it in some cases. Very rarely
doubt such abuses are brought to notice. The remedy that is now sugges
is that all boys of the VI form should be sent up for the examinati
which means that you leave the headmasters and other teachers so as nov
be strict in their work and not to enforce the standard that is necessa;
the purpose of the examinations. All this will become lax and the adu
tional standard will be very much lowered Therefore the remedy that
suggested is not a proper ome. lf there isany other remedy that the
Member may suggest we will consider it, but this is not at all a proper
It will enhance the present difficulty of selection, and does not enable
to take into account the record of the studentsin the IV, V and
and also the preliminary examination that is held. In every sehoo
generally known as the preliminary examination is held a few mo
ondary ) chool-heavtilng Certificate examination, and b 3
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* Diwan Bahadur M. Krisanax Navar :— T am prepared to admit, S

[ . 23rd March 1926 ] ,fS_ir A. P. Patro] :
in the Secondary School-Leaving Certificate book they also state whether
the boy is properly qualified to sit at the public examination. Hen

I should think that this suggestion is not at all a proper one as by adop
it we will be interfering in the matter of purely educational managemen

that there is some force in what my Hriend, the Minister for Education, has

stated, but we have advantages and disadvantages on both sides and Iam

inclined on the whole to agree with my Friend Mr. Prabhakaran Tampan.
| (¢ Hear, hear’.) I know, Sir, it is the instinct of schoolmasters to send up
only those boys who in their opinion will certainly pass in the examination,
and that instinct of schoolmasters is based upon this circumstance, namely, that
they want always to have a high percentage of passes so far as their schools
are concerned. But there is the other aspect also, namely, the aspect of the
students themselves and the aspect of the parents. ‘Ihe parents who spend
money for these boys and the students who study are desirous of the boys
passing the examination, and I can see no reason why a boy who is studying
in the sixth form, who is prepared to spend the necessary amount of fees
for the examination and who has been paying the fee to the institution itself
should not be allowed to go up for the examination. My Friend, the hon.
Sir A. P. Patro, says it is a matter that should be left entirely to the
discretion of the headmasters and the staff, As a matter of fact, very often
the headmasters and the members of their staff differ as to whether a parti-
cular boy should be sent up for the examination or not, and in the result

what happens is this, that the will and opinion of the headmaster prevail,
' and not the opinion or will of the members of his staff. Sometimes it =
also happens that those students who in the deliberate opinion of the
headmaster or of the staff, or of the headmaster and staff combined will pass,
do not pass. We come across such instances very often and then what =
becomes of the infallible test which is based on the opinion of the head-
master ? And then my Friend says to allow all the boys to appear for the ==
examination is disastrous from an educational point of view. I cannot
understand how it would be disastrous from an educational point of view. .
The boys go up for the examination, an? they fail or succeed and take the =
consequences. And if this fetish of the schools caring only for the high =
percentage of successes from their institutions disappears, I submit no evil
consequences will result, and there will Dbe no disastrous consequences at all °
from an educational point of view.” 2 |
' *Mr. K. PraBrARARAN Tampan :—¢ I believe, Sir, that, if the headmasters ¢
’ exercise that amount of care in promoting boys from the fifth form which
\ they exercise in detaining the boys of the sixth form, I do not think this |

necessity will arise at all. If a boy who is promoted up to the sixth form
and has studied for one year in the sixth form cannot be found fit for being |
sent up for the examination if he was given the ordinary tuition that is
given in the schools, the inference is that the teachers are more anxious to
get boys into the sixth form than to coach and send them up for the exami- §
nation, and gowards the end of the year they take it into their head to show
efficiency hy detaining the boys in the sixth form, and send vp only the |
picked or selected few because it is upon the results of the School J%'in

TExamination that the efficiency of the school is judged by the anthemities.

After having received the tuition fee which in itself is very large anc press
QN P e A

. [Mr. K. Prabhakaran Tampan] [231'3.

hard on the poor parents, a student ought not to be detained, and
= is highly necessary that an order to that effect is issued. I

Friend the Minister cannot accept the proposition, I have nothing m

say.” - e Gl

e

The motion was by leave withdrawn.
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