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I'have the honour to state that the Inspectress 0f ==
Girls' Schools, Ceded Districts Circle, has brought te my'
notice that Mr. G. quoqnqra Rao, M.L.C. of Anantapur has
rnouoqted her to furnish him with certain statistics and
qlqo for an expression of her opinion on certain suggesti
which ha makea. The Inspactress also infomms me that
froaquent roferences are mada to her by Mr. G. Rame swaré‘

In rogard to the above Tequest I would invite the e

attention of Government to Rule 17 of tae Governmant sorva

Conduct Rules which lays down L Govornmont sorvant‘ may

unless Qﬂ?}e*‘a_lly or sSpecially anpovered by the Logal GQ
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The question 1s one for consideration i
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Government in this behanlf, communicate directly or indirectly te »

Q—‘~"7_u/

Government scrvants belonging to other Departments, or to non- : the Public Department to which this may be trans}

official persons, or to the Press, any document or informati on ferred U.O.

>
which has come into his p'ossessién in the coewr=e of his public -
duties, or has been prepared or collected by him in the course 00-1.96  hiise
*of those duties, #whe the r froﬁ' official sources or otharwise". In - o ' ngislative should rote inan @
. the dabate which was held on the 3rd Noveuber 1926, in the ladras : 2 —— b i
: -Legislative COunqil Chanber, >the Hon. Sir. C.P. Ramaswami Ayyar , _ : \{_T'OG | 9
is reported, in the official report of the proceedings, to have . : ; : : ;
stated ths.t“Depqrtmental heads and district officers cannot p:ive ~ % ¥ B S5

1nformation involving matters of policy for which the Govermment ; I The debate in the Legislit ive cgun¢j;1_'=’-»‘i?

: to which reference is made in the Dllector 8 letter
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so, thereupon Hon. members can come to Gevernment.

arose out of se""é'%%v&rx questions raised byx ir.J.A,

Saldanha, 4.L.C., as to whether it is open to meni=

.‘,\“h

Since there appears to be some conflict between the views bers wader Treasury Benchee to ask menmbers of the

expressed by the Hon. Sir. C.P. Ramasvami Ayyar and Rule 17 of ..Leglsldtlve Councu to getdd

formaticn from e

the Government Servants C_onduc_t Rules in regard to the position departmental officers.'

to be taken up by officers of Government who may be asked for - g . |

2. Ab—ppeseny ITom a perusal of
: n

information by members of the ommeral publid, including such = ceedings that doubts were expressed by the Honf

meambers of the pﬁblic as may be elected or nominated to 'the - Members who took palb"‘bAir_l. the discussion as to thé

Legislative Council, I sha.l be glad if Government will be so - propriety of #meé heads of Departments or subordit

W“?M good as to solve the diff.‘iculty which the officers of this Departe-
) ok Peanc
/ aya ment are now expnriencing '_md if necessary issue such instruntions

officers complying with requests from members of
Legislutive Council for information gathered by
% f | ; _ :lormer dn the course of their official duties. Pl :
see portlons sla-liypedwat pages 8, 10 and 11 of* :

5.0, Noy 511 gLegi'slative)} dated 12-12-1925. Ur

I have the honour to be, Renganatha ludaliar, M.L.C., specifically aske

Sir, Whetne&pdmtmental heads wre free to answer

your mes & obedient servant,

“ ions put.to tHEH by members of 1‘:he Legisle tive
"( h(/—/?)o'w&-! | ; : Council withou‘t previous permlssmu of the Gove
For Director of Public In‘stmction. g ment and cited a ispecific instance of his havfﬁ‘g

%W | ke . applied to an Execise Officer for certain 1nforna

I »uut-..a-. Coucdtraleom La‘m B . Hey tion which. the officer said he could not give

ﬂ,&&&e a&,ﬂﬁ % %cl M n.ny‘l 4"—‘0’/“’“‘}& e The Hon'vle the Law Nember said in- reply

-% OLZ( /’ M : ' obv1ous that if the Government had mde
ce ;
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the case indicated by My, Ra.nganatha Mudali

s 3
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responsible for such an answer/Panwix)that the in-

formation might be obtained from the departmentf or

the ufficeﬁp concerned’thut itself was sufficient

justification for the officer to act upcn. lir.Ranga-
. : - : : ; Co4AF3 P
natha lMudaliar pointed out the inconvenience of 1;:1

@
situation asésimg under which a member of the Legis-

lative Council at first to ask the Government and when

. 4 Koy ko ma
they said that he could get 4% from the departmental
W
head or other oiflcerf concerned tha_membecT_LOgte}—&fve

ked G
.shoutt go to the oixlcer. The Hon'ble the Law

Member in reply referred to—guestiens to two classes
of cuses and pointed out that while departmental heads
and departmentzl officers could not give information

about wee matters of policy for which the Government

were responsible information regarding. statistics and

g0 forth @uld be furnished by deparimental heads.

tney H§¢ to furnish a copy of

the Admlnlstrdtlva.Department

-1 legislative, duted 11;10-25 é@%ﬁ_
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1 dg not think'ﬁ%ere isvany necessity.to modify
the replies at page €11 of flag J. The D.P.I. seems
to have mimmw misunderstood the scope of Rule 17 @ =
Wﬁich obviously refers 011y'to inhformation or docu-
mentsof 2 confidential character. It is perfectly -
true that no member of the ngiélative Council can ask
for such information. The only right he has is to =
et statistics or other information which either -
is or can lezitimately be made available to the publié;

What I was endeavouring to pdint out in "J" was that IFf @

-

members of the legislative Council can get information i

from local officers they should do 8o0; if they are =

refused information then they may approach the Govern= i)

ment. The present practice imposes upon the Secretariat

an intolerable and needless waste of time. I do not =

therefore intend to modify the replies:
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