


for sale about 5000 plstes idn colour desli g wit
“botenicel aubjects.: Ve would be glnd 2 £ i you coul'

.kindly srrange forza suiteble officer to 1ns@act

#

plates end let us heve a report on them 8S early as

»
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A.Y.G.Campbell, Esq.,.d.lgh.,C.B.E.JI.C.S.,

«Chief Secretary to_the.ﬁovernment ofgplladres.
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flet me remain &mong the forgotten5 seei;g,

in him all my hOpeu of belng freed of this bo

has teken me more then half of my 1life to p

¥

The state of the finanges of India;it,

; is extremely good, andil hépe'that h33Wi11:ex

‘hisaify 0 .

‘E;,fj . fruits, all.fhe known,synoﬁyms the commo'
| nuropean and botanlcal deScrlptions
: &~ f; o i I cen assure~wou thet I am actually 1n st
/ : hﬁ  ‘ tanes on hope thet you‘will help me. Whatgllw

o~ wish to suggest is that His hxcellency should
vestimate the intrinsic value‘of my work whichglfva
. price of iig. 8.or even Rs.! . 4

Itwould glve ‘me great,ple&sure to be relleve&

7 per coPy.

gnd meke me very happy end I would remember him:mv

it, and would &t the same 11me do somethlng for

rising generation of Indiaﬁs who asplre to as

possible-in subjects conoeznlng agrlculturevand

il trust myself entirely to your protection a

_ﬁiew to the metter being bﬁought o the noticeﬁ”“
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report on them., 1 shall be;glad

Yours 51ncerely

e e

M R Ry.Rao Bahadur
o V T Krishnamg AchaV1yar A







R.C.No.135/26

P.F.Fyson Esq., MA )

Ag. Priﬁc’; ipal. ‘
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in the usual manner. .
In addition to the name, there are ~_g‘i”"

synonyms i.e. name by whicp the plantx has been eaf

the Flora of British India. A list of vernacular

Indian (several languages) and English has also b

.

on the majority of the sheeta..




Dy The figures would be of very great help to anyone

i

.

I dont think I have seén anything to equal it, certainly not
in an& quantity. While there is of course some variation,
there is nothing poor. Throughout the series,at legst
among all I examined,and I examined a very large number,
there :is evidence of a closeness of observation'knowledge of,th
subject and an accuracy and steadiness of hand in the drawing
which could not be surpassed. As an instance of hi; accuracy
and faithfulness to detail I may mention that amcng the plates”
was one of a plant of ngch Mf.Descubes had been given the
wrong name, and which he had in consequence placed ;n the
wrohg family. By reference to his drawings of the flower and
fruit, I was able at once to assign it to its proper family,
and gave him its correct names.
o It is difficult to appraise the scientific or
commercial value of the collection. I begén by examining closely
all the plants of every fifth family‘i.el of families Numbersi
1,5,10,15,20, but after finishing No.50 - the very large family
of the Leguminosedle - found it would take £00 long to go
through the whole lot in this way and thérefore confined myself
tb the more important and difficult families. It would be
possible for a critic to point to the absence of a few details
of 1mpon§ance, as the inner sfeucture of the seed in some
Cruciferae - ‘and the minute detalls in some of the Orchids =
which lattef ss-difficult to show clearly = but I think the <
most exacting critic would be satisfied with the faithfulness =

.-shown'in all of the plates, even to such minute pargras those

eoe
- of the Asclepiodaciem and grasses.

4 compiling a local flora as they give the colours and some details
which cannot be obtained from preserved specimens. They would
have been of greater’ value perhaps if the place and date of

collecting had been marked in every case. This has been done

in some sheets but not throughout.

For teaching purposes I would not recormend them{;

for if handled by students they would.inevitably be di

and the sheets berhaps torn.

Reproduction in colour

They would also be invaluable to the compiler of a local

Tl:oran

S.

as a work of aft and science which it is safe to say will
never be repeated. It would be easy to find a man with thel,
necessary knowledge of Botany: it might be possible, but i
think difficult to obtain the services of an artist capabiej
of_such sustained and accurate work: but the combination of
these qualities, and of the enthusiasm which has driven Mr;f

: eove (Kone o
Descubes to mak? these drawings duringAforty years of officia
work would be far indeed to seek. ilr .Descubes' earlier
figures were @one in Maurit:;s from 18%2 onwards (I noticed

iy 1§96
one drawing marked S§dney 1876), but most of them after 1989,

»
iq.India, where as an officeVfirst in the Forest Survey and :
later in the Imperial Survey Department he covered the country
from Dehra Dun to Tinnevelly and Kashmir and from Bombay to
Moulmein, collecting and drawing the plants which intereste@
him or Whichlﬁire sent by friends:and since his retirement
at OotacamJQQZhe has added a considerable number.

The sheets have been beautifully preserved: they
have not been attacked by insects and they are not dog-earedg_‘
Some have been on exhibit at the Natural History Museun, Kbn31n
ton for years. but except for a slight &iscolouration in those

done in Maurltups - a discolouration onlysfor I tegsted some




demi-official letter N@¢ 235nAgri;;j _
dated the Bth February 1926 and lot me.
knaw when we may exPect a report en#he:
coloured plates deallng‘wzﬁh batan1¢a1
subjects offersd for sale by Mr«&l
Descubes of Ootacamund,

Yours sincerely,

C,Cam bell ES% _
oetle ': Qc S‘. '
ief Sacratary to't he Government of lladras.
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Krishnama

‘ macher
to the Govt. oi Madras
Law Department.




Nr, Fy son's

at page 1 ante is at

at the instance of the Govt. of India,
not seem to be any obj‘ectioﬁ to giming M

a copy of the report, If it is not cor
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Rao Bghadur V.T.Krishnamachariar,
g C.I.E.,
2y Secretary to“the Govt. of Madrss

G (5'-/‘)/[‘13,6. %\ &< Mov
’}15;~*L&)4£AJJE can 19 Iﬂ)/‘cq“;!'

VERNME_NT OF INDIA. 2
the &Y /‘Jaly 1926,

Will you kindl y refer to my d.o.
letter no. 1264-4,, dsted the 5th July
1926, inquiring whether there is any

“objection to Mons. Descubes being given
& copy of the report made on his plates
by Mr. Fyson? The Government of India
will be glad to have a very early reply

to that letter.

Your s sincerely,

*

- T oW Depertment.

T




Y

i
:

,"



	04245086
	04255086
	04265086
	04275086
	04285086
	04295086
	04305086
	04315086
	04325086
	04335086
	04345086
	04355086
	04365086
	04375086
	04385086

