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Memorial from ¥M.R.Ry K.Sukumaran requestlng that he
may be posted as Instructor in Blectrical Engiﬁeering,bOllege
of Englneeflng, Guindy on the pay of Rs u0-40b-450 -8

i '

to Govepnment with remarks.

|
|
1
:
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C/26

Station M-8 d r.a 8 , Dated the.... 29th - July ¢ ==

i - oY (3@@111) t+G,Grieve Xsq.,

( Devignaliony. . AeiDirector of Pu
: ‘

A
-

1T fo 16 Sovernment OF MNCal wa,

¢

1L & w (Education) ‘Delpadmo‘nt.'w

A : ‘ ) B : 5 % Submitted to Government with the following

Para 1:- M, R.Ry K.Sukumaran cannot be glven the pay
of  the post ofplabora*ory assistant, viz., Rs.?¢0-450 ad
¥.R.Ry P.Subba Rao. the permanent incumbént of the post was
nqt made to act as Professor of Hlectrical Engineering in tth%_
Indian Educational Service but was only required to carry
on the duties of the ?rofessor in addition to his own for

which he 15 paid an allowance of Rs,120 per mensem. It was

for thiz reason that an additional post of.Instructor, P.W.




s 1 b{

_“At Para 4:

78
e his note No.ChB. 15'47E/25-1'datqd~9-7-25,copy enclosed \
: { I \ V -«,A‘\j
the Phlef Engineer, P w.D.ﬁk(General Bulll;ngs and Roads) has | WA “ \:'
stated that M,R.Ry K.Sukumafan has not in any way suffered _ | N

by his stay in the Engineering College-Guindy as Le is drewing
pey which he would have drawn in the P.W.D. and as nis senior
ity has not been affected. One p01nt however, has to be
considereéJﬂis juniorq have been given officiating Aselstant
Engingers places and if ¥.R.Ry K.Sukumaran were to reyert now
to‘tnn.P.W.D. n: wf}lshayp to pnovgéiii;fitness first‘for: ¢
promotion as‘an oggzt&atfng‘Englneer by»working as a section

officer,for some~time,as his service in the Engineering

';College will not in any way help him to get~the rank due to

o &

him immediately. \ . ’

-

Paras 2(3) and (4):- The reason for not permitting M.R.Ry

K.Sukumaran to draw the pay attached to the post of Inotruc-
foPrein Electrical Engineering is that the post is not vacant.
M.R.Ry:' P, Subba rao the“nermanent incumbent thereof though

he has been deszénated as acting Professor of Electrical : ; r

vz

»
Englneerlng stgll holds the post oi Instructor in nlectrlcal

e

Engineering and has only been asked to carry on the duties

L ot el 2 el - ]

S 3. SEREETE o
- S IR R

of the onfessor.

Para 3(B8) - (7):-

These call for no special remarks.

W
", R. Ry = Sukumaran has done POOdL_? the college and consequent

'.ly his services have been retained in the College bejond the

-

'f ordinary period vy giving him 1ncreased pay of Rg.250

It 15 no%possible to comply w1th the requests ofp | 4

M, R. Ry 1 Sukumaran.‘

.

> — 2’(,&~
For Director of Public Instruction

Of;éze of the Chief Engineer, P,W.D,
(General, Buildings and Roads)

®

M.R.Ry K.Sukumarén, Supervisor, P.W.D., and .Instructor

in Blectrical Engineering (Temporary) - College
of Engineering - Memorail to Goverament
(Law {S&geatdom) ) <

CeNo.,1507-E from the Director of Public Instruction
E.O,:.Vo 686 C/26 dated 17th May 1926.

Iy remarks are apparently called for only on paras.

2 and 3 (1) and (2) which relate to his Pé%tion in the college
~ 4

QO OV 23

although thds Department asked for his mewipien on several e

occasioneand to his pnromotion to sub-division charge in the
department. .The statements contained in the other paras
relate to the Education Department and are therefore not
susceptihle of any verification in this Department,

2. . Paras 2 of the memorial - A summary of the facts

is given below:.
Mr.K,Sukamaran, a passed Mechanical and Electrical
Engineer of the College of Engineering, entered service in the

P.W.D. as a temporary Supervisor in August 1919. After about

one yezxr's service in the Department he was transferred to the
College of Engineering in October 1920 as Assis tant to the

Laboratory Assistant (Electrical Engineering). Under para 2

7
EWor 6.0.N0.55 W, dated 12-1-22 Instructors and Assistant

Instructors who are selected for duty in the College should

6]

ordinarily be posted there for a.limited period of three

vears., With reference to this rule, the Principal of the

College was informed that, as MNr.Sukumaran witlh some other

subordinategwould complete 3 years' service in the College

bty January 1924, he weuld be transferred fpom the College.

but reqalnea a

The Principal agreed to the transfer, passed

Engineer of the college with Electrical fngineering training

to replace him. ¥Mr.C.T.D'Silvap a passed Mechanical Engineer

O R R

was proposed, but the Principal did not want him . He wanted

¥r.A.C.D.Rozario who was then officiating as Agsistant,



Tlectrical Engineer. As Vr.W€Zario could not be spared and 3
as there was no othef suitable‘suberdinate.avaiiable for
transfer, the.questipn‘of Mr.Sukuﬁaran'sfreversion was then
dropped. It was next raised in April 2924. As an efficient
substitute was ggain wanted and as none was available the
question of Mr.Sukumaran's transfer was deferred an& the
Principal was informed accordingly ianay 1024. As stated in
his memorial, Nr.Sukumeran applied in April 1924 for permission
to revert to this Department on the ground.that his further
gstay in the College would.be prejudicial to his prospects in
the Department. He was inforred in reply on 23-6-24 that his 3
:eversion was deferred for a while and that tﬁe question

weuld be considered~in a few months. Subsequently, in November
1924 the question of his reversion and promotion to the Madras
Engineering Service in the Department was taken up with the
‘Principal at the insta@nce of the P.S.G. and the papers on the
'subject have been finally sent to the Law (Educction) Depart
‘ment with P.W.D. Us0.No.3188-E/R4-5 dated 27 \s 265, In the

(s aBsence of these papers, it is not known what recommendation

: ¥ mas made to the Government. Apparently on this recormendation
‘ [forders were issued in G.0,No.1134 Law (Education) dated 304h’
o » ~June 1925 eanctioning the creation of a teﬁporary post of
Instructor on Rs 250 per mensem to be held by Mr.Sukumaran

,,,?in{the College. It will thus be seen that he was retained in
'éhehebllege for waﬁt of a suitable substitute to be sent in

hia place and that he was suitably rewarded for the same by

'jing given Rs.250 per mensem

3. Paras 3(11 and. (2) of the Memorial

Even if Mr Sukumaran had reverted to the Denartment

f v a2 ST e A B AU

ity

at once,

o T

places because they were

His Junlors

reverted to the Depart-

and he

o b Dl

e w uld have been made a Section Offlcer flrst

¥ against the
iganction in
G,0,No.398
Law (Edn)
dated 16-3=-26

/

It is not possible to assert that (having regard to the

.number of vacancies and the claims of other'qualified Super-

visors) Mr.Sukumaran would have certainly been made a 5.D.0,
if he had reverted to the P.¥.D,

The memorialist was confirmed in May 1923, Some of the
passed Bngineers who were confirmed later and who have been
given officiating charge of sub divisions are not seniors to
him as stated by him, nor do they draw more pay than he, as
officiating Assistant Engineers. He has thgs not lost '
seniority nor has he been superseded. When he reverts he will
be tried as a Section Officer first and on his proving nimself
competent, his eligibility for sub division charge will be
considered in due course. In the circumstances it cannot :
be asserted that he has lost in emoluments by continuing in
the College. I

4, Substitute in vplace of Mr.Sukumaren, if reverted
Now that two passed Mechanical Engineers are being .

/

appointed by the Education Department as Assistant Instructors
an upper subordinate can be
AT

1f he is reverted to P.W.D,
S A DR E AR TR R AR T ARy

for the Lnglneerlng Colleg

A

spared in p]ace of Nz Sukumaran,

BB AT SR BT, RN A TR USRI

(True copy)

— (&
For Director of Public Instruction
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M.RRY. KANOTH' SUKUMARAN,

INSTRUCTOR 1N ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING (TEMPORARY),
1) i

< Mapras COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING,

The Secretary to Government,
Law (Education) Department,

Thro’ the proper channel.
STR

I am a B.E. of the Madras University and a past Engineer student
of Engineering, Madras. I entered service as a temporary Upper Subordina
P.W.D. on 7th August, 1919. After a period of service of about one year as a
Officer P.W.D., my services have been lent to the Educational Department for duts
College of Engineering, Guindy, which I joined on 7th October, 1920. In the C
I was putin at first as an Assistant Instructor in Mechanical Engineering. From
February, 1922 1 was required. to work in the Electrical Engineering Laboratory. Co
quent on the leave of absence of Mr. H.. B. Mathews, Professor of Electrical Engineerir
- orders were issued in G.O., No. 275 L.E., dated 10th March, 1922, requiring Mr. P. Sut

Rao the then Electrical Laboratory Assistant to carry on the duties of the absent Prof r
posting an Upper Subordinate of the P.W.D. to: assist him in carrying on his own duties.
I continued to do the duties of the Laboratory Assistant under-the above G.O,
duties that I had to do in the Electric Engineering Laboratory were to say the least,
that the old Laboratory Assistant had to perform. On the strength: of doing thes ;
satisfactorily, I put in a petition on 2nd February, 1923 requesting permission to draw
then pay attached to the post ot the Laboratory Assistant, iz. Rs, 200—40/2—400. 1
was strongly recommended by the Principal, but in Pro Dis. No. 1292/28, 21st March,
1923 the Director declined to sanction it on the ground that the post of Laborat
Assistant was not technically vacant. ;

2. As the period of leave originally granted to the Professor Mr. H. B, Mathews
was short, d.e., six months, I hoped that I would soon be reverted to. the Department an
did not therefore press my claim for increased pay. Mr. Mathews, however, extended hi
leave several times and I had to continue to work in the Electrical Engineering Labora
tory. During the period the P.W.D. called on me to revert to the Department seve
times. But the Educational Department persisted in retaining my services, I again p
in my application in April, 1924 asking for permission to revert to the P.W.D, I
and October of that year the Chief Engineer again addressed the Principal rega
reversion. The Principal then asked me to state my inclinations in the matte
expressed my willingness to stay in the Department on condition that I should be given
the salary and status of a Sub-Divisional Officer of the P.W.D., as the Principal then fel
that he could not spare my services. Thereupon Government in their Order No, 11
Mis. L.E., 30th June, 192§ sanctioned the creation of a temporally post of Instructor on
Rs. 250 a month to be held by me in the College. I o

. 3. I beg to point out that during the period of my stay in the college, my pro
pects in the P.W.D. have seriously suffered as detailed below : The Chief 'Engineer,
P.W.D. may, if necessary, be referred to about this point :— 5

P




(2) Although I was confirmed much earlier than my conte.m'p_orary Engineer
passed men the latter had been in course _;;f'time promoted to sub-division charges and
s i i PV EE

became my seniors. '
oy .

Y=

 aaf

(3) I have not been getting the remuneration corresponding to the post whose
duties T am entrusted with from 7th February, 1922 and onwards. The estabhs_hment
for the Electrical Engineering Laboratory (excluding the Power House) consists of
(1) Professor of Electrical Engineering inwthe 'TLE.S! (?) a Laboratory Assxst.ant on
Rs. 200—40/2—400 plus T. A. revised as Instructor in Electrical Engineering on
250—40/2—450 and who js now termed as Instructor in Electrical Engineering on
Rs. 250—vide G.O., No. 1063 L.E., dated 2nd August, 1923. Until the commencement of
Mr Mathews’ leave Mr. P. Subba Rao was holding the latter post. In G.O., No. 1728
L.E., dated 12th December, 1923, Mr. Subba Rao was designated as Acting Professor

any addition to his pay. The wording of

daties in addition to his own and ordered the posting of an Upper Subordinate of the'’
P.W D. to assist him. Now I beg to state that I had practically to do all the duties of
the post of Laboratory Assistant and something more without any remuneration whatsoever,
a state of affairs which still continues. The reasons for this are as follows :—

£

SR )/
(d) The naturekand'quantity of work of the Electrical Department have very
; much outgrown due to increased equipment and greater facilities for
i tande ; i ~instruction in experimental work.

(0) Larger number of students to deal with in Laboratory Supervision.

(c) Fitting up of the Laboratory after it was moved from the Chepauk build-
) ings to Guindy,

(d) Expansion of the Laboratory on an improved and re-modelled basis, the

L o i RS : ~ work of which is still in progress.
o e 'As a result of the above |Mr. Subba Rae had to' confine himself entirely to the
(i) A "~ duties of Professor and I had to do all the duties of the Laboratory Assistant. Even
f / under former conditions it would have been impracticable for one man to combine im.
~ himself the duties of both Professor and Laboratory Assistant to anything approaching
BF R T el e o K poo :
o el 4 }The objection raised by the Director of Public Instruction to give me the pay
g ~ of post of Laboratory Assistant was that this post was not vacant as Mr. Subba Rao was to
“do the duties of the Professor in addition to. his own. If the Laboratory Assistant can do
both the duties, it is not clear why any assistance was at all necessary for the Laboratory
e work as provided for in the G.O., so to say that my position in the Electrical Laboratory
- has been vague so far i.e. from 7th February, 1922 to 30th June, 1925 when a temporary
~ post on Rs, 250 was created for me. The fact was that an attempt was made when
v . Mr, Mathews first went on leave to combine the two posts and it proved unworkable.
~ Admitting that I could not be technically called a Laboratory Assistant my designation
Eelih in the college had been various, first as Laboratory Assistant, then as additional Laboratory
~ Assistant, then as Assistant Instructor in Electrical Engineering and now Instructor in
~ Electrical Engineering. Further, any assistance that is to be given in an Electrical En-
~ gineering Laboratory is of varying responsibility, such as (1) giving instruction to students ;
~ .(2) demonstration work; (3) supervision of the experimental work of the students which i
] of a highly technical and responsible character, highly technical because instruction has
© to be given in an advanced and complicated subject andresponsible, as costly and dangerous
15 machinery is worked every day by inexperienced people under purely experimental condi-
tioks, a state of affairs which require a good deal of forethought and constant watchfulness
on the part of the supervisor, to avoid accidents to men and machinery.

¥ § 7 el 6‘5‘.
5 The nature of work I have to do has been fully recognised by the Principal
of the college, as will be evidenced by his recommendations on my application for being
ed to draw the pay of the post of Laboratory Assistant and his declining to spare my
ices even though the P.W.D. have requested him several times to revert me to the
nt, ; ' f ; :

—

,("-':“

Sat B

of Electrical Engineering during the period of leave of late Mr. Mathews without -~
: = L the G.O., No. 275 L.E., dated 10th March,[ /..

1922 is peculiar in that it required Mr. P. Subba Rao to carry on the Professor’s‘é_f“'

4

e
i
iz
e
'

Sk he tomo ermplined w the UK,
Saterle

6 Further the technical abilities and responsibilities required for the work in
-an Electrical Engineering Laboratory are of a much higher order than those demanded of
-an Upper Subordinate of the Public Works Department. It is not out of place to mention
‘that my being asked to work in the Electrical Engineering Laboratory has been exceptional
‘in that there has been no previous instance of an Upper Subordinate of the P.W.D.
-detailed for such work, the qualifications of such men being generally considered
sinadequate for work in the Electrical Engineering Laboratory.

In addition to my duties in the Electrical Engineering Laboratory proper, my
-services are being utilised in the newly created Electrical Power Station attached to the
-college. A large part of erection work of this Power House on the Electrical side (which
1s required to supply energy to the Government House, the King Institute, the Teachers
“College, and the Engineering College) has been done by me.

A portion of the plant which requires expert handling has also been solely
-entrusted to my care. I have now and then been required to supervise the working of the
Power Station ever since I joined the Electrical Engineering Laboratory during the
-summer vacations and other holidays of not less than a week’s duration when the Professor
-of Mechanical Engineering, Mr. M. K. Ranganatham who was in charge of the Power
‘Station had to be away from the station. After the transfer of Mr. M. K. Ranganatham I
‘was required by the Principal, Mr. Cartwright to carry on the duties of the Power Station
“Superintendent. It is only recently that Government has sanctioned a separate post—Power
House Superintendent on Rs. 250—10—350 to take effect from 1st April, 1926 for the above
-duties—Vide G.O., No. 2081, Law (Education), dated 7th December, 1925, though I have
been doing the duties of this post in addition to my own for the last over a year without
*y :any extra remuneration,

7" In conclusion, I trust that Government will-be convinced from the foregoing
facts of how hard I am being worked without any adequate remuneration, not to speak of
the promotions I have lost so far by being made to remain in the Educational Depart-
ment. There had been large savings to Government as the post of Professor of Electrical
Engineering has been right through left vacant. Mr. Subba Rao has been designated as

- Acting Professor of Electrical Engineering during the absence of Mr: Mathews on leave.
As such there is no reason to suppose that the post of Electrical Laboratory Assistant
(now Instructor in Electrical Engineering) is not available for appointment. S

I, therefore, pray that Government will be pleased to consider the foregoing facts
and bestow on me (1) the post of Instructor in Electrical Engineering on Rs. 250—40/2—450
with retrospective effect from 7th February, 1922 'and (2) to revise the sanctioned
scale of pay of the post so that the maximum grade in that post be fixed at Rs. 750—the
‘pay usually allowed to Sub-Divisiqn officers. It has to be submitted in this connection el
that I only request to be paid the pay of the post whose duties I have satisfactorily been eI
-discharging, not to speak of my work connected with the Power House for which I do A
not claim any remuneration and Ilask for a revision of the pay of the post so as to give
me in a way some compensation at least, for the chances lost to me all these years of having :
been promoted as an Assistant Engineer, P.W.D. q

If for any reason it is considered that the second request canmot be complied
with for some time to come, I pray that I may be confirmed provisionally as Instructor in
Electrical Engineering on the sanctioned scale of pay w»iz., Rs. 250—40/2—450 subject to
-any modification that may become necessary as a restlt of the recommendations of the
Lee Commission.

I beg to remain,
Sir,
your most Bbedient servant,

GUINDY,
Dated 24th March, 1926.

v

N Re No_178q/25

Methodist Publishing House, Madras—1926.
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C.No.3087-4) F Yhe D.F. I.,N.R.C.No. 685 C/26
| | ; | “ L5 il B §9th Ju'ly 1926, i
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Subject:- §nkgm&2§2hﬂhﬂ_ﬂz4ﬁa--- Assistant Inst
College of Engineering--Memorial for co
firmation as Instructor in EleotricaliElg
ing. |

Mr.Sukumaran first entered service in the
P as a temporary Supervisor in August 1919.Alnﬁ9b‘

1920,his services were transferred to the Ed1l.Dept

for duty in the Ehgineering College. From Feby
he has been working as Assistant

Dy teatr i rtnieadiag in the Electrical Engih
ing Laboratory. 711} July 1925 he was draW1ng onl
Jhis pay as Supervisor in the scale of Rs. 80~1

, | 123-250.

W -;:€a¢’ﬁ‘-;a}¥ ‘;Jo'lf B | . Usually P.W.D Officers lent to the Educat

i W e T ' Department are reverted to thedr original posts

"a period’of three years,new incumbents being appo
in their plaoes. It was however not possibléﬁfﬁﬁk

this procedure in the case of Mr.Sukumaran as th
il ey

P.W.D had no qua11f1ed offlcers to be appolnted-in

place. He therefore continues to be retained inm

(. 2

Eduoatiohal Dept.

In 192}, when the P.W.D raised the quesfion;of
his reversion,Mr.Sukumaran stated that he would

prefer not to be reverted to the PW.D if

(1)heuws confirmed in the near future as In
In Electrical Engineering in the oolle'
(Pay Rs.250-h0/2§h50) or

(2)herds ngen the. status of a sub-di
offloer in thehP J.D a.na 1,; A




The idea then was to confirm Mr.Sukumaran as
Instructor in Eleotrlcal Engmeorlng at the collegewh "'4’/““""“‘"
That however: depended upon Mr Subba Rao's app01ntmentk Ao ‘f~£Lk‘&rmm
as Professor of Electrical Engineering which in turn ;; || 2 U4 (Z;:)

depended upon final prdors on Lee Comm1331on s recommmendas ’E@.e'agv

l’:qii—-ti»ons ..,. =

noeo A
_Mr. Sukumaran repeats «the request mede in 192). The ¢

1 /"' ‘
7 ) *

ma.in arguments brought forward by him are .-

* (1)that his prospects in the P.7.D have been

V>0$«\T3¢«~
R e e

(2)that as Mr,Subba Rao has been appoxnted ‘ o

affected by his stay in the Colle:ge and that he
'ﬂt? Todt nd 'sEhiority;

Actlng Professor of Electrical Englneerlng the post

of Inatructor may be held to be vacant; and ' ‘

" (3) that he has been doing his dutlas satis-

d%factorily and#;iecially assisted 1nztho; erection

""""b-?»;-m.,_ .

r oded He however says when he reverts he would be
Ly i

%

{k Engineer says that an upper subordinate can be spared

e ——

s :\\w% in his place. Z?“’%” he emun? UL
il b

Pede vy g

o\

== (|

of Rs.120 p.m.

As regards (3) it is adnitted that Mr, Sukuma
haf dome good work in the college and conseOuently hi;
services have been retained in the College beyond the

ordinary period by giving him increased pay pf Rs.250:

3. The question of

Commission's recommendations is separately under
consideration. When dirsaw orders are issued,'thg' i
question of appointing Mr.Subbarao as Professor‘dfh’
Electrical Engineering can be considered, The questi
of givihg Mr.Sukumaran the pay of the post of labora-
tory assisiant can therefore be considered only there
after,

For orders whether the D;P;T may be informed :
accordingly,

- : : “ LIS
K-1X k. It mbght be noted that if Mr.Sukumaran now

1$:€ " ~gesires to revert to the P.W.D %x there may bel

-

no difficulty in relieving him as the Chief

| NT

o) &

L D yr-@ud-/@w
Ve VA
/éhjy b ferwnd a> spn D KC .00 0

%;/ G K

Powo v~ ;



U.0.Reply No. RC: 60"5‘-%‘5}5-7.

The draft order implies that there is a ?
necessary connection between the recommendations
of the Lee Commission and the appointment of
Mr.Sukumaran as Instructor in Electrical Enginee:
ing. Theﬁconséqaential inference is that with
the reorganisation of the superior eduoations;
8ervices the appointment of Mr.P.éuhba Rao as

Professor of Electrical Engineering will be consi-

deved. It is not at all desirable that this infe-

rence should be drawn, Regarding Mr.Subba Rao
attention is invited to G.0.No.1728 Law (Educa-
tion) dated 12th December 1923. This G.0. had
reference to the correspondence ending with the
D.P.I's letter No.2465 C dated 27th November 1923,
From the G.0. I quote the following:-"This will
not give Mr.Subba Rao any extra remuneration, norf 
will he have any claimg to be appointed as Pro-
fessor in case the p?st falls permanently vacant".
I have elsewhere urged the necessity of securing

as soon as possible a highly qualified pezmangnf‘i
staff in the College of Engineering. It is snhhihw

Ll e SR
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\ Jye
Sectt. T1-5 (3)—5,003—6-12-24. (6) Law & Tducation DEPARTME
S Date. Tnitials. ‘ £ : ;] % :
W hen reodived:for Hait- Collkge of Engineering, Guindy
copying. - : X
“mmlm;md Memorial from M.R.Ry.K.Sukumaran for
When examined e s o appointment as Instructor in Electrical
When signed e bl o e 1
When despatched ; 4 Bngineering -~ orders passed.
S e a A el 4
BRAD AGAIN GO N 0 i el RS NN s S TR e 192
. N o Sl N S o 192
READ ALSO :—
ﬁ
Nl , dated 192
A S e A ey 192
i S e L B 192
ORDER. No/7é5, dated £ O 1926
Mis.
&

To the D.P.I.vYwith ref.to his letter do s
N.R.C.No0.685 C/26, dated 29-7-26.

Copy to the P.W;D.\/

M.R.Ry. K.Sukumaran that the question
of appointing him as Instructor in
Glectrical Engineering in the College

of Engineering, Guindy, can be con-

L4 ——

sider?f’ffiz)gf

~the revisij

trical “ingineering in the said

-t

TN

The D.P.I. is requested to inform;f

t of Professuf

e informed that |
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