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Siz, ;
With reference to Government Memorandum
#2.2934 B-1 dated 21-1-26 calling for a report on the
progress made by the Boy Scoui movement since its

in eption in this Presidency, I have the ho nour t_ol

submit herewith a report received by me from the

.’Eonorary Provincial Secretary Boy Scouts Assoéiation

‘printed reports accompanying the special report. o

I'may state in this connection that 1 do
s —

not subscribe to all the opinione in f;e’typed report of
M 3
e ” e
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the Honorary Provinciel Sécretary.

I have the honour to be,
8.1 %4

Your most obedient servant

/—-
% For Director of Public Instruction

B

Provineial Scout Headquartera,
Lady Wenlock Park,
Triplicane,

MADRAS, 15th March 1926.

Mr.K. Sanjiva Kamath B. A.,B.L.,
Hon.P*ovincial Secretary,
Boy Scout Association,

MADR A S.
To
The Director of Public Instruction,
0ld College Road, Nuugamba.kam
M ADRAS.
DEAR SIR,
In reply to your letter No.'': "‘;dated 5 1924

I am sending herewith the Annual Reports for the Boy,Scout.
Association, for the years 1921 to 1925, together—with—the
Qensus-Repertfor the year 1922, I have marked the im-
portant portions in each report; I shall just give herein
below é brief summary of the Progress of the movement and
refer you for further details to the Annual Reports.

1. DNumerical Strength: The progress in the numerical
strength of the movement is given in each report. The -
following are the figures for the various years as you

will find from the reports.

Year. No. of Scouts. No.of Troops.
1921--1922 4202 195
1922-1923 3841 189
1923--1924 4014 220
1924--1925 5023 311

The figures are obtained from the census taken
every year 'aomotime during the month of September. The
figures so obtained are much less than the actual number
as it is very difficult to get the census forms duly filled
by the varioua scout troops in the Presidency in timo. As
it is stated at page 12 of the report for 1924-25’/ te
present strength of the movement is not less than 6500, -

and may even be about 7000.(2) Finance: So far as the
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the financial side is concerned the movement han’baen dé-:‘

pending till very lately entirely on Public support. The

annual report for each year contains & financial statement
as well, from which you can easily gather the extent of
support which the public have given to the movement. I
-may however mention that the statement refers to the =
support received by the Provincial Headquartess only and
has not taken into account the very wide support which the
public are giving to the various District Councils, Local
Associations and serveal lundred Scout Troops,Rover Troops
and cub packs that are scattered throughout the Presidency.
My modest estimate is that the public are spending not less
than Rs.50,000/-, é@very year on this movement. For the
first time in the History of scouting in this Presidency,
the Government, have been pleased to give a small grant
. of R8.10,000/- per annum since June 1925. With the as=-
______ \
i { full-time Organising Secretaries on a galary of Rs.250/- |
AR cugd e
1 per mensum, and I may say in this connection that the = 4
! grant given by the the Govemument to this Association is |
very small compared with the amouut‘s of grants that several
other provincial and state Associd#tions are receiving from

the respective Governments. Any how we are trying to do

' the best we can with the amount at our disposal, though
the association does require a much larger grant to carry

) \ on its useful activities on a wider scale in this Presidency.

The interest which the public are evincing in the
movement has been amply proved by the fact that practically
' all the expenditure amounting to nearly RB.Z‘,OOO/- d‘ich

was incurred in connection with the last Provincial Boy

Scout Jamboree at which more than 4,000 boyscouts were

|
|
/
?
Ai

present.v\gz;ff;eiﬁ by public subscription. This amount does
not include the amount which the bops spent on Railway
charges which also came from the public purse, a.nd?\estmate
the expendituré incurred by the public in this connection

and for other incidental charges by the boys at not less
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less than Re.25,000/-. This is certaily a very great effort

on the part of the public in one year and conclusively shows

that the public have taken very keenly to the movement and

I expect the Government also to do its bit by it. It is

needless to mention that Madras is the very first Province

in India to have attempted to organise a Jamboree which is

by far the biggest and most impoz:taxlt gathering that has Ny

ever been organised in the East.

3. [Iraining Camps:~- The great difficulty of the Movement
is to get the right type of men who will act as scout Masters.
Except for theﬁtaff at fhe Headquarters, all scout work is -

\ honorary and it is a problem to get a large number of men

who are willing to give their time and energy at great
personal sacrifice to the work of @( training the boys.
There is no difficulty in getting thousands of boys to -
join the movement provided we make adequate arrangements for
their training. If numerical strength'of the movement is
qnly about 5 to 6 thousand is is mot because more boys are
not anxious to join but we find it hard to get the right
type of men to undertake the work of training. We have

to be very careful in our selection of Scout Masters, and

this is done mainly through’ﬂne training camps for the pros-
pective scout officers, which the Aesociation is organising

from time to time. The repart for each year contains the P
nimber of training camps held and of men who have undergone
the training.

Fhe following isthe summary:-=-

Year. No. of Trg.Camps. No, of Scouts td.
1921-22 10 220
1922--23 2 72
1923--24 3 95
1924--25 £ 4 ' 92
It has not been possible to have more tmaining camps ¢ y

as there are not many officers who can run training camps.
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Besides it is possible to run these camps only during long
holidays and such holidays occur only twice a year. Now.

that we have two full-time Organising Secretaries we e;o!.pt
to make a strenuous effort to run more training camps than

itl¥as possible to do in the past.

4. Magazing:e=-- The Association is conducting a very

useful magazine known as the 'South In#a. Boy Scout'. It o

run by an Editorial Board or Committee consisting of -
Messrs.Dr.F.H.Gravely,Mr.K.8anjiva Kamath,Mr.V.S.Rathna-
sabhapathy, % Mr.P.S.Narayanaswami jone of the Organising

: Sec:r.'et.a,ri.es| as the managing Bditor. The magazine has been

' in axiystence for se*ve:;.]. years and is found very useful and

{ interesting by all scouts and Non-scouts as well. The =

| subscription is only Rs.2/- per annum. A large No. of -

| Schools are subscribing for the magasine ‘and I think it is

very necessary that every school, in thé Presidency upto the
Primary St.and.ard.'ahould have a copy of the magazine on its
Reading Room Table. The present circulation of the magazine
is about 500 and it is expected that it will have larger

circulation in the near future.

5. Provin§ial Headquarters. At first for about a year there

was no Provincial Headquarters Office. A beginning was made
early in 1923 to organise an office with a paid staff in a
rented building in Rattan Bazar Road, The Organisation of
the Headquarters Office was found to be a very useful =
measure and conduced very largely to the progress ani the
general. efficiency of the movement. On the representation

made by the Executive Committee of the Association the =

' Government were pleased to grant the Lady Wenlock Park on

the South Beach Road, Triplicane,to the Assocaation, on a
lease of 20 years free of t. The Headquarters office was
sBifted to this building early in 1925. Various improvements
are being effected in the building, so that it may serve as

a central office for the Association. Thanks to the gene-

;i
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| generosity of the Rajah o’i(‘SS.vaga.nga. and the Rajah of -

§ Rs.w.’okq‘o/- and hopeQ to raise some more amounts for this

i vclhm. It is due to the efforts of H.E.Lord "utnmn
LA 5

I - )

e

Parlgkémedi, the Association has got a building fund of -

purpose.
The extensive grounds of the park are taken ad-
vantage of by the scouts of Triplicane for purposes of re-

creation and outdoor sports.

6. Pro¥Wincial Officers:-- A list of Provineial Officers /
is given in each report. The main direction of the movement
is vested in the Provincial Commissioner and the Association :
has been fortunate in securing the servives of keen men to

act as Proncial Commissioner;Mr.F.J. Richards I1.C.S., some

time Secretary to the Government of Madras,, in the Local
Self Govermment Department was the first Provincial Commis-
sioner after the mlgamat}fed Assbciation came into ex-
istence. Mr. Richards act-ed as the Provincial Commisesioner
till the beginning of 1922 when his place was taken by Mr.
F.H. Oakley, of Messres Oi:oly Bouwden and Co.,Ltd. Mr,Oakley
resigned his office in Mgy 1924, when he left for England on
a holiday trip and since then the Hon'ble Sir C.P.Ramaswami
Iyer K.C.I.E., has been acting as the Provincial Commissioner,
The fact that the Association has been able to secure the
services of a personage of the high social and Official
?oaition of 8ir C.P.Ramaswami Aiyer has gone a great way

in securing for the movement widespread public confidence
and support. The Association has also had the active and
sympathetic Co-operation of distinguished Vice Presidents ’
The Hoq‘blo Mr. Justice M.Venkatasubba Rao, The Hon'ble M=.

8ir A.P.Patro, The Raja of Parlakimedi, The Raja of Sivaganga
and Ir.R.mttle‘esilea who have from time to time done their .
best to help the progress of:"novenent. It is needless to,. 1

refer to the most generous support given to the movement

by its successive Provincial Chief Scouts their Bxcellencieds

Lord Willingdon and Viscount Goschen. Their interest is
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Association,The Boy Scc;ut of India Association and the B.P.

l: boy Scout Association that were functioming in the Presi-

, dency from 1917 to 1921 were amalgamated into one Associa-

\ tion, H.E.TLord 'ﬁlingdon was unflagging in the interest
which he evinced in the movement till the date of his de-
parture when a Rally of Scouts was held to bid him farewell
and his example has been contixjmed by HeE., Viscount Goschen
to whose efforts the Assotdation mainly owes many of its

; pr.gﬁt fa.vourable conditions, such as the grant from the
Government, the Head-quarters building and the widespread
financial support from the public both towards the current
expenses of the Asaociation' and the expenses connected
with the Jamboree.

— 7. Work of the Organising Secretaries:-- A brief report
of the work done by the Organising Secretaries is given in
pages 13 to 18 of the Aunual Report for 1924-25. As will be
seen from these reports the Organising Secretaries have been!
deing a good deal of touring work in the districts om

£ publvic mtrereat and inspecting troops in those districts.
!;mse visits have been very useful to the moffusii troops
who have now got the benefit of expert personal advice

directly from two of the Headquarters Officers. The Org;

Secretaries are scouters of long experience of nearly 7 years
and have also undergone training in the woodbadge course
o Nadvss

conduotodkby llr.J.S.'ilaou,“tEamp Chief at Gilwell Park. One
\ of the Organising Serretaries was for long a District Commr.

in Malabar, and the otler an Assistant Dt.Commissioner in

Madras and ioth of them were noted for the good work they

did in their despective capacities. They were doing a good

|
1
!

am
deal of Organising work m'\honorary capacity before and their
full time services have been now found to be very useful by ¥, h;wt
.\tho fact that the S.I.Ry.Company has been very pleased to '2
give them free 2nd Class passes over its lines. The = i
Association has been thus saved a considerable amount of

expenditure which it would otherwise have had to incur on
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lowances, the Organiui.ng Secretaries are drawing only the
actual expenses incurred by them. The Organising Secretaries
have alréady vigited the districts of Ohittor,ﬁorth Arcot,
Tanjore,Madras, South Arcot, Trichinopoly,Malabar,British
Cochin, South Kanara,Rammad and Nilgris. On account of the
pressure of work in connection with the Jamboree the Org.
Secretaries could not do more of touring work. As the boys
are now busy with their examiuationaltouriu@ work,after
J’anuary'is @ound not to be very adviﬁa.ble. As soon as the
Examination season is over, the Organising Secretaries expect
to resume their touring work and run a large No. of training
camps. I may mention in this connection that in recognition
of the work done by the Organising Secretaries boih before
and after their appointment as such’Kis Excellency, the
Viceroy and the Chief Scout for India was pleased to confer

on them the medals of merit.

8. Medical Inspection. The Assoccialdion made arrangements to
carry out the system of compulsory medical inepection for
Scouts. But in view of the Government in the Educational
Department having taken steps to carry out compulsory =
medical inspection of all school boys this item of work has
been found to be unnecessary for the pressnt.

9. Public Service:-- Every scout is expected to do on

zhis honour a good turn every day snd the total Fo. of such
good turns is over at least 5,000 every day. It is howerver,
considered inadvisable to take sfatistics of this item of
work done by the scouts. The universal encouragewent given
to the scout is proof positive of the mvery quiet and help-
ful service rendered by the scouts in their respective
places. Scouts have been found ver#ueml in the organisation
of school functions. They have alsc been very conspicuous

in rendering assistance during big local festivels. They
have alsc taken an important part in Health Week arrangements.

Their ;ervices as first ziders have been found to be very
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very helpful during many accidents. They have helped in
quenching several local fireés. They have also done a good
deal of life saving work in many cases of dro\ang. Their
assistance during successive floods has been borme public
testimony to both by Government Officers and Local Boardse
as well as pr‘vate citizens. The discipliéne and the
training of the Scouts have been an asset to the social
service side of the public life in this Presidency. I
shall be content in drawing your attention to pages 20 and
21 of the annual report for 23-24 which give an account of
two important items of public service rendered by the scouts
which were considered fit to be incorporated in the report
in view of the special recogination that was extended to

o
the scouts who were respopsible for the same.

10. Contribution to_ the physical,Morsl and Educational
Welfare of the School going boygie- .

More than 95% of the Rovers, soudts and' cube are
from the school and colle ge going population. Scouting
has introduced many new and interesting games which can be
played without any apparatus and in which larger numbers of
boys can play with greater profit, than in some of the
ordinary games which are current in schools. School
Excursions are of great eductional importance but were not
properly conducted to any appreciable extent. But aftber
the introduction of Scouting' camps and excursions have
become very popular, Every scout troop is expected to go
on camp at least once or twice a year and'in this way
‘ae#'veral hundreds of camps are conducted by the various
scout troops spread throughout the Presidency. In these
camps scouts combine both their interest in outdoor life
and their curiosity to see new and important places of
goognphicalm:éiatorical interest. These camps have greatly
improved the outlook of the school boys and have been a
means of training them in habits of Self reliance and mutual

co-operation, as alsc in mutual toleration. These camps
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camps have also done away with a good deal of social and
sec‘f,,'tsrian prejudice. Scouts have not only been good

in their out door activities; they have also shown higher
sense of responsibility to their intellectual studies

within the four walls of their schools. The scouts are being
taught and have leamt one great lesson, uamely'to play well

when they ought to play and read well when they ou’ht to read.

11. Handicrafts and Hobbies. Tech‘nical imstruction and
cultivation of holbies are the two items which were not given
adﬁuate attention to by the boys. These defects have been
entirelyn,;'nmoved go far as the scouts are conc‘{med. The scout
craft Exhibition that was held in the Y.M.C.A.',\ during the
scout week in Decamber 1923, and the one hald during the
Jamboree in December 1925,showed to the public the great
practical love which the soucte were displaying in handi-crafts
and hobbies. A brief report of the scout craft exhibition
held in December 1923 is given in appendix B.pages 31 to 34
of the annual report for 1923-24. Avery large variety of
Exhibits were dinpley-edill both the Exhibitions. Works of
Carpe}jry, canework, Rat‘tan work, clay work, Paintings,
drawings, Colletion of Natural History, and stamps and

coine and various other items were among the exhibits.

12, District Reports. I am not making any attempt to give

the reports of the work done by the scouts in various districts:

'y’ou will find selected reports of some of the districtgwhei h
are printed in each annual report as appendices under the

heading of'Repor ts from Dietricte.

I need not add more to this brief summary. 4
careful perusal of the report for each year will give you
a fairly accurate idea of the progress made by the movement
each year of its existence. I am not attempting to give
a History of;the progress of the Boy Scouts moverment from
its imtroduction among the European and Angdo Indian Boys

some time in 1911 and amongthe Indian Boys in 3916, I have
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; I have not got authentic records of those &ssociations and

. movement from the amalgamation which took place somewhere-aboud

|

> I am therefore, confining myself to the progress of the
| >

|

i

|| the 19th of Pebruary 1921.

I am sorry that I have not been able to comply
with your request earlier and I hope you have not been put

to any serious inconvenience thereby.i

I have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your most obedient Servant,

Hon. Provincial Secretary.
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Note for t

*_the Finunce Gommitt/ee/ @)

Subj ect.- Progress made by the Boy Scout vement
- in the Madras Presidency. »

Note by the Law (Bducation) Department.

In April 1925, the .Government sanctioned &

grant of ks 10,000 to the Boy Scouts Association,

Madras, to enable it to employ a capable orgnnisin'
secztete'u-y for the development of the Scout Movement
in the f’residency. In October 1925, tl:le Asgociation
applied‘ for the continuance of this grant in the ~
year 1926-27 also. The proposal was placed before {
the Finance COE%STL{?ut II scheme in con=
nection with the Budget Estimate for 1926-27. The
Committee, while recommending the propm al, dosired_'.
to have a statement of the progress made since the |
formation of the Boy Scouts Association. The Hono-
rary Secretary of the Aésocintion has furnished a
report on the wox"k of the Association and the saligt

po:"mta in the repart are summarised belot.

Origin of the Boy Scouts' Associations

Prior to 1921 there were three sepurat;a
organisations in the Presidency carrying on work
connected with the scout movement, viz., The Baden
Powell Association for Buropean and Anglo-Indian
boys, the Boy Scouts of India (Madras) of which H.J
the Governor was the President, and the Indian Boy
Scouts Association orgamised by Dr. Besunt. About »
the beginaing of 1921 these three orgunisations wer
amalgamated mainly owing to the efforis of H.B.Loxd |
Willingdon and the present Boy 3coute/ Aisocixtiot_:. |
Madras, was fomed. H.3. Lord Goschen is now thc ‘
provincial Chief Scout and President of the Associ
tion and the Hon'ble 3ir C.P. Ramaswami Ayyar is
provincial Commissioner. The main direction ol tﬁo 3
movement is vested.in the pr(;vincial Comisaionef.

A district council has been conatituted
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missieoner appointed in connection with it.
Provincial Headgquurters office.'Early in 1923
: e harbha [
& Provincial Headquarters office was formed and it was 3 Sef T / '/P

-tocu.ted in a rented building in Georgetowvn. On a

representation made by the Zxecutive Committee of the
~ Association, the Government granted the Lady Wenlock

Park on the South Beach Road,Triplicane, to the

Association on lease for twenty years, f‘l\,& of rent.

The headquarters office was shifted to the Park early

in 1925. Owing to the generosity of the Raja of Sivaganga %
and the RajaflParlakimedi the Association has got a
building fund of &s 10,000.

Numerical strength of the a ganisation

The following statement shows the increase in
the number of Scouts and Scout troops in the Presidency X -

. 8since the year 1921-22:-

Year No. of scouts No. of troops 1
izee s :
1924-25 5028 si1

Some of the scout troops in the Presidency

had not furnished figures of their numerical strength

" when the report of the Association for 1924-25 was

prepared. If the strength of these troops is also

taken into account, the total numbsr of scouts in

the Presidency will be about 6,500. |
Iraining camps. ;
The training of scout masters is one of the £t C o) Cq

main functions of the Association. Training camps are

organised'for this purpese from time to time and the

following statement shavs the number of camps held and

scout m:sters trained each year.

Year No,of training camps No.of Scoutitrained
{
1921-22 +3Q
1922-23 2 233
1923-24 3 95

1924-25

T e T L

the full-time organising Secretaries mplo/yad’/
recently it would be possible to train more Scout
masters in the’ near future. _

Magazine. ‘

The Association is conducting a_mag;line
know as the 'South India Boy Scout.' The subscri¥
tion for the magazine is Rs 2 a year and many schoo f
are getting copies, the total number of copies no
subscribed for being 500.

Organising Secretaries.

With the aid of the Govermment grant sanc-
tioned last year the Association has employed two }
full-time organising secretaries on ks 250 each & ‘
mont}@. These secretaries are touring in the dis. °
tricif.s. creating public interest and inspecting th‘
troops. These visits are useful to the mufassal
troops who get the benelit of expert personal
advice from the Headquarters Officers. The South i
Indian Railway Company has been pleased to issue {
free second class‘passea over its lines to the
Organising Secretaries. In rec_ognition of the work
done by these secretaries His Bxcellency the Vice~ !
roy and Chief Scout for India was pleased to con- §
for on them the medals of merit.‘

Special functions ogganised by the Associu-§
tion. .

A grand Scout Rally was organised in Januarg
1922 on the occasion of the visit of His Royal :
Highness the frince of Vales to Madras. In Deoemb
1923 a Scout Crart Exhibition was organised and t
exhinits that were ‘eontributed by the several Boy‘
Scout troops were of varied interest and all of
tﬁd;’diaphyi;d ”u”‘cqzis“{deuble"am’lint of originalif
and skill. The Exhibits consisted mainly of basket
work, wood work, paintings, ci&y. mocels and stamp
and coin collections.

Ar Scout .Ianboroe was organised m i

last W-' and. Snauts
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attondqgffhe function.

In addition to these,3couts have been 18 4 Y% b 'f
very useful in organising scpool functions, in
réndering assistance during big festivals, in
henlth-qeek arrangements and in administering first
aid.

Finance.

The income of tue Assocéation was derived from |2 Tr U
two main sources, viz,, interest on the building e B =
fund and annual donations from patrons and sympathisers.

The subscriptions and donations collected in the past

years are as followi=

1921-22 s 3,095 Ro abhod

1922-23 2,154 R

1923-24 3,945 i’
1924-25 3 .“V
4 The above figures represent e support

received by the Provincial Heudquurters from the
general public. They do not take into ;ccount the
large support which the public are giving to the
.variéus District Councils, Local Associations and
Scout troops.

During the last year the Government sunctioned
& grant of Rs 10,000 and this grant has been con-
tinued in the current year. With these grants the
Association hopes to be able to organise more
Scout troops in the mufassal, train more masters and
in other ways to assist in placing the movement
on a sound basis.

C.R.
12-5-26

é
.1
i

5 -

Yiro Ulﬁhx&uv/ttxéi*
QLLCma\Vz“<3 /ﬂ‘qyﬂ‘ﬂm»ﬁx._
/
Wi Ty il §

r

LS

»

”’L&/\dm@ Nea

l B, 4 fa' :

\ ?%i

 Odar

Ve

T

, 7

o ls o b 3

o) éLe—————
1677 012« 9.26
; é;b ;




R e el O R—
CORETTIT ot st € A S U M ST D T Ry S e e

e RS




	0084
	0085
	0086
	0087
	0088
	0089
	0090
	0091
	0092
	0093
	0094
	0095
	0096
	0097
	0098
	0099
	0100
	0101

