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Council office,
B-2-26,

Starred question,
Mr. R. Veeriani~-
THE IAW (¥DUCATION) DEPARTNENT.

*jgfﬁé. With reference to question
Te. 1196 re!admission of an Adi
Dravide boy :in Vikravandi Board.
8clcel answered at the meeting datedl
the 18th December 1925 ,will the

‘on, the Ninister for Eduecation bhe

I pleased to state:-»

(a) whether the report said to
have been called for has i

been received; and

(b) if 80, whethexr the Covernment
will be pleased to lay a copy of the
2ame on the table of this House?

K.8.M.
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IU”A‘I‘O R- Veeri'cln.

Juestion

With reference to question No.1196

4 regarding admission of ap Adi

Dravida boy in Vikravandi Board

School answered at the meeting

dated the 18th December 1925,will

the Hon'ble the Minister for
Bducation be Pleased to state:

(a) whether the réport said
to have been called for has been
received; and

%ﬁ¢K | (b)iif a0, whether—the Govt., .
will be pleaéeg to ;ay & copy of

the same on the table of the

House?




Government of Madras, Law (Educatlon) Department.

- —

With reference to your endorsement R.C3
23-1-28°

Ofilcer bouth Arcot, to tMe Headmaster for his explanaﬁi

vandi cheri. The first uWO, it appears, have been conducte

of the village in a pucca building built at a cost obeOut

Pavadai Chettiar of the place and handed over in 1916 to




. 6. It appears that never during the last 40 years did any
vAdi Dravida ﬁoy seek admisgsion into the Board School as the boys of the

' Cheri have been .receiving instruction hltherto in the ch:ri Day and Night
schools. The strength of the former school is 24 and that of the latter 27-
it s only on the 10th November last (forenoon) that an Adi Dravida boy
was admitted, for the first time at the instance of Ir.R.Veerian,ii L.C.

into the Boys' School,Vikravandi, when the gentleman paid & visit to the

school. The Headmaster, who is an intermediate and¥a,$faineeb is a Brahman

aéed about 22. He was appointed to the school only in April last. When the

/

f Adi Dravida boy was admitted on the 10th, the Headmaster, it appears,

&  admitted phé_bpy saying, at the same time, thut it would be better to get

the consénﬂof'some of the villagers. He mdant espegiallymmr.Pavadai‘Chettiar)

§‘4 thé»donor.of thg school building and the Taluk Board member who is residing
A in the village. The Headmaster seems to have Hesitated a little although he
says he did not hesitaue at all.
7. On the mornlng of the 1\th Novemb:r when the Adl Dravida
~ boy was admitted. there were_155 boys on the rolls in the Board School out
A‘of whom 116 wére prpseht 1he Hon'ble liember reports that the headnastef\f
'whispered to the other boys to boycott the Adi Dravida boy: From my enquiry |

I ‘understood. that when 4r. Veerlaa visigted the oChOOl on the 10th (forenoof
e "

,he iplivered a lecture to the pupl s on the.e of untouchabillty; when he

thug]xecyq;;pg,the headmaster, it appears;whispered to a boy to go &nd

he local Taluk Board member to the school. Tt is a fact thut word

'tﬂfo”the Taluk Boérd member as I came to know of it from the Taluk

the

oy
v
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J Dravida boy stayed away owing to the ill-treatment of the eadma‘

6. It aprears that never during the last 40 years did any

Add Drav1da ﬁoy seek admigsion into the doard School as the boys' of the
the boycott® as stated by the Hon'ble Member. The villagers it ap

! Cheri have been rece1v1ng instruction hltherto in the ch.ri Day and Night :
to me were golely responsible as they were quite unwilling to send

S°h°°13- The strength of the former school is 24 and that of the latter 27.
children to mix with Adi Dravida children in the school. It did no

It was only on the 10th November last (forenoon) that an Adi Dravida boy
‘appear to me that the headmaster who is young and who has been in't

was admitted, for the first time at the instance of Mr.R.Veerlan,m.L.c.
| school only feor a few months 1nfuseo the idea of untouchability anu

into the Boys' School,Vikravandi, when the,gent;gmgn,paid a visit to the
caste pollution into the young minds of the pupils of the non-depre

school. The Headmaster, who is an intermediate and?i.&*aineib is a Brahman
i | classes. The non-depressed classes themselves, in the village ar€eV

aged about 22. He was appointed to the school only in April last. VWhen the \
4 N | & . conservative in their outlook- and mike much fuss of pollution. They

Adi Dravida boy was admitted on tﬁe 10th, the Headmaster, it appears,

admitted the boy saying, at the same time, thut Vo e oy e could therefore be held solely responsinle for the 'boycott’'.

GF At the time of my inspection of the Board Boys' School,

the consenqof some of the villagers. He meant espegiallynmr-Pévadai'Chettiar
/ Vikravendi, I had a talk with about 20 respectable members of the

Hindu community and also with 7 members of the luhammadan community.

~iah

théldonor.of the school building and the Taluk Board membef who is residing

_ in the village. The Headmaster seems to have Hesitated a little although he
says he did not hesitaoe at all. | ‘I induced them to send their children to the school, as usual, but
7. On the mornlng of the 1(th Novembur when the Adl Deavide they flatly refused todo so as it was not the practice hitherto for
the past 40 years in the village for the Adi pravida children to rea

boy was admitted, there were,155 boys on the rolle in the Board School out

zwmzof whom 116 were present lhe Hon'ble Member reports that the headnastef\f ¢ along with children of other communities in that school and also be
whispered tO the other boys to boycott the Adi Dravida boy:. From my enqulry | J cause their religious feelings were theyeby very much wounded. They
I understood that when ir. Veerlan visikted the oChOOl on the 10th (forenoo would never allow their boys to mix and rub shoulders with the puplla

e/ ) ‘ &) y
ne &Qllvered a lecture to the pupi.s on ‘the.es of untouchablllty; wheri he B of the depressed classes. :
f 1 . : ;
$.‘was thus lequr;pg,the headmaster, it appears/whisperéd to a boy to go &nd ' : ; ‘“‘aﬁﬁa”lyt99GQME of consigerable/axpericnce 15 REeLs
- get the local Taluk Boa 7t it il ' APERYDel Frtie—opeaTrs Neganaster &S an Ass
et the local Taluk Doard member to the school. It is & fact it word N Doy yaman e Y Vi
| | mﬁaf&%mx&%%m;%ﬁren —ig-desirapiestSuggestions Wil te-macetal

© igply WoseLalui-BosTis o

er to b -
der to hgrﬁ.cg@p;s._ltyia qot.thereforeicorrect,to say that the'Adfv




Law Dept. III-3—2,500- 23 2 15wl

for the meeting of the Liegislative

Lar T : | i i v 5 > Lo 'Counciltobebeldon_thew . 1.92’.‘&49(’;0“

Svurmrrtes that two copies of this Question may be forwarded to the

C m W}Departmenb.

The Question has been admitted.
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Dravida boy in Vikravand; Board School,

[ Z) | *1946 Q.—Mr. R. Vzgriay: With reference to question Np, 11986,
' ! regarding admission of an Adi-
) X :
il SUA m M Md’)\' .
s £

Dravida bhoy in Vikravandi Board School
answered at the meeting dated the 18th December 1925, wil

I the hon, the
] Minister for Education and the hon, the Minister for Local Self—Governmenﬁ
1 ’ ! Al be pleased to state—
Lt tta mo ok, Be Qus

() whether the report g

aid to have been called for has been received i
and

¥ 3

. 2 i ! . ‘ (b) if so, whether the Government will be
s o . bt % 5 ¥ I j

¢ pleased to lay a copy of the
_, same on the table of this Hougo P

: i \ " ‘ 4.—(a) Yes. ]
: : » : " W O P 3 (6) A copy of the report * of the Director of Publie Instruction is
i i ; ; /l) m, Mz . C(,“.a Z&% ; . lLO:Z//I}‘ R.A y ! j ¢ | Pla‘CGd onfheable e R s 3 é
L Qraed o ko K ~ R ey | ‘

e

2 ot 57
2 R 0 RO .
P AR TR NG
fEfad M,
e r

& LR )‘ £ ».- | 2 : :/iéé |
s o llrnnn 15 Lo o b ol |}

'

Y.‘. TS W) $

e

) i S b i . ; TR AW
hoy~ S : Y
) /'I



——

APPENDIX A 5 e

; moeting of the Legislative Council held on the 10th July 1926, page 22
\ supra. |
g Copy of letter R.C. No. 2513-B/25, dated the 15th December 1925, from
the Director of Public Instruction to the Secretary to the Government of
1 Madras, Law (Education) Department,.
{ With reference to the Government endorsement No. 4559 A-1, dated the
\,‘ 186 December 1925, I have the honour to submit herewith a copy of the
report R.0.C. No. 713/25, dated the 8th December 1925, of the Deputy
Inspector of Schools, Vanur Range.

\
10th July 1926]
Apprnpix VII.
[Vide answer to question No, 1946 asked by Mr. R. Veerian at the

g
|
]
{ Enclosure.
' With reference to “your endorsement R.C. No. 1895 of 1925, dated the
{ 14th November 1925, 19th November 1925, 23rd November 1425 and 7th
| December 1925, regarding admission of Adi-Dravida boys in the Board

Elementary Boys’ school, Vikravandi, I have the honocur to report as
{ follows :—

(2) I inspected the Board Hlementary Boys’ school, Vikravandi, on

/ 927th November 1925 and also conducted an inquiry into the.complaint made
by Mr. Veerian, a.L.c., against the headmaster of the school.

(8) T had already forwarded a copy of the hon. Member’s letter, dated
11th November 1925, addressed to the District Educational Officer, South
Arcot, to the headmaster for his explanation, The headmaster had also
sent in his explanation to me on the 23rd ultimo.

(4) In Vikravandi there are three schools for boys, viz.,, (i) Board
( Hlementary Boys’ school managed by the Tindivanam Taluk Board,
g (if) Swedish Mission Adi-Dravida Day Klementary school, Vikravandi
} Cheri, and (iii) Nandanar Adi-Dravida Aided Night school, Vikravandi
} Cheri. The first two, it appears, have been conducted during the past 40

years or so and the last is being held since the past two years.

\ (5) The Board Elementary Boys’ school is held in the heart of the
" 4 village in a pucca building built at a cost of about Rs. 3,000 by one Pavadai
,. Chettiyar of the place and handed over in 1916 to the Taluk Board, Tindi-
| vanam, as a gift for the use of the Board Boys’ school. He has also instituted
| an endowment of nearly Rs. 8,000, out of which religious and moral instruc-
{ tion is imparted to the boys of the Board Boys’ school. Pictures of Hindu
{ deities are also hung up in the school to which puja is said to be offered

every Friday, the cost being met out of the said endowment funds.

(6) It appears that never during the last 40 years did any Adi-
Dravida boy seek admission into the Board school as the boys of the Cheri
have been receiving instruction hitherto in the Cheri Day and Night schools.
The strength of the former school is 24 and that of the latter 27. It was
only on the 10th Novemter last (forenoon) that an Adi-Dravida boy was
admitted for the first time, at the instance of Mr. Veerian, m.L.c., into the
Boys’ school, Vikravandi, when the gentleman paid a visit to the school. The
headmaster, who is an Intermediate and a trained teacher is a Brahman
g aged about 22. He was appointed to the school only in April last. When

the Adi-Dravida boy was admitted on the 10th, the headmaster, it appears,

L
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[10th July 1926

.-admitted the boy saying, at the same time, that it would be better to get the

consent of some of the villagers. He meant especially Mr. Pavadai
Chettiyar, the donor of the school building and the Taluk Board Member
who is residing in the village. The headmaster seems to have hesitated a
little although he says he did not hesitate at all.

(7) On the morning of the 10th November, when the Adi-Dravida boy
was admitted, there were 155 boys on the rolls in the Board school, out of
whom 116 were present. The hon. Member reports that the headmaster

¢ whispered to the other boys to boycott the Adi-Dravida boy. From my
“inquiry T understood that when Mr. Veerian visited the school on the 10th
(forenoon) he delivered a lecture to the pupils on the evils of untouchability :
when he was thus lecturing, the headmaster, it appears, whispered to a boy to
go and get the Local Taluk Board member to the school. Tt is a fact that
word was sent to the Taluk Board member as I came to know of it from the

Taluk Board member himself. It is rather unfortunate that this whisper of

the headmaster was construed by Mr. Vecrian as one with a mischievous
intent to induce the other boys to boycott the Adi-Dravida boy, When the
bell was rung as usual at the end of the morning session the pupils dispersed,
including the Adi-Dravida boy. -

(8) In the afternoon (10th) the old boys stayed away mnot at the
instance of the headmaster but at the instance of their parents and also of
their own accord. So, it appears to me rather unfair to lay the blame on the
headmaster. The school was kept open as usual in the afternoon when only
one caste Hindu boy was present. The Adi-Dravida boy who was admitted
in the morning, did not attend the school in the afternoon but stayed away
in order to herd his cattle. Itis not therefore correct to say that the Adi-
Dravida boy stayed away owing to the ill-treatment of the headmaster,
I was not convinced that ‘the headmaster himself was responsible for the
hoycott * as stated by the hon. Member. The villagers, it appeared to me,
Were solely responsible as they were quite unwilling to send their children to
mix with Adi-Dravida children in the school. It did not also appear to me
that the headmaster, who is young and who has been in the school only for a
few months, infused the idea of untouchability and caste pollution into the
young minds of the pupils of the non-depressed classes, The non-depressed
classes themselves in the village are very conservative in their outlook and
make much fuss of pollution. They could therefore be held solely responsible
for the ¢ boyeott . i

(9) At the time of my inspection of the Board Boys’ school, Vikra-
vandi, I had a talk with about 20 respectable members of the Hindu
community and also with 7 members of the Muhammadan community,
T induced them to send their children to the school as usual, but they flatly
refused to do so as it was not the practice hitherto for the past 40 years in
the village for the Adi-Dravida children to read along with children of other
communities in that school and also because their religious feelings were
thereby very wuch wounded. They would never allow their boys to mix
and rub shoulders with the pupils of the depressed classes,

s 8
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