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Copy of D,0.from E.C.Smith Esquire, G, I.E.,I.C, Sas

Private Secretary to His ¥xeeekemusy Excellency the Governor, {
Ootacemund, dated 7th July 1926:~

———

In connection with His Exeelleney’s fortheoming tour
in the Madura and Ramnad districts the Msdura and Ramnad - :
Indian Christian League requested His Excellency to re.eeitil:é :
a deputation from them for the purpose of moking the represent

tioms contained in the enclosed. His Exgelleney could not ol

accede to the request for a deputation for want of time, but
would like to have the representations examined and send a

written reply later on to the League. Tould you kindly hav;

the representations examined and sugpest suitable replies in
due course?.




Hls Excellency
The nght Honourdble

VlsCothF.' Goschen of Hawk
'GCIE.,GBEoQ

“On behalf of the Indisn Ghristisns

siderat
Medura and®Ra
nd 89 102,1n the lutter dlstrlct

on”the”holifical’aSQirations of our community
lamente'&-' the Rt. Hon. E.' S. Nontague in the co

1'n't'r'6'du'c§ % ei»' Re orms*aé:«t in Pailiamént' shic

4 *T% a_man'ls~asked“to'




.JJJ k.‘]’v*"
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influence to- such an undesirable extent that it ig,
spprehiended the aim of training the eleccors in the’ art
of responsible Government is likely to be completely
frustrated. Further in such & short term as SLX,yeara,:_
all the fears and apprehensions of those emlnent men
who opposéd communal representas tlon have been reallsed
in this dlectorate, Communal representatlon has wholly
crammed and cribbed the national outlook promoted lnter-i‘
communal factions and feuds and stlmulated the acerblﬁlea.v—
of racial and enom1natlonul prejudices, Vhile the number
that e could be elecoed by them is rudlculously small,
the Indian Christians wield no 1nfluence 1n the general
electorate which returns the lurgcst number of members
to the Council. It passes our comprehension why a small
but very infiuential class like the Zamindars' should be
given separate seats and still retain the advantage of |
participating in the general electorate while the Ind;%@iLf
Christiens with much smaller propoftion of egecial xe;¢¥‘,*
presentation are precluded from voting or standing}eaim
candidates in the general constitudncies. Whileﬁtne :
special Christian constituencies seem to bestow undne_:,
advantage to certain populous Christian centres like
South Kanara and Madras, the consequence of having a vote’
in the general constituency will be, even if they,ereéw;;
not returned as members, to afford Indian Christians in
every district to have some sort of representationvreegggéV
accessible and free from linguistic or denominationellhﬁ
prejudices. ”Sevefal-Indian_Christian Association;and
conferences all over India have also condemned the presen 
system of oommunal representation., liay we offer & humble
suggestion that a representetive commlttee may be called
for to find out e solution to the ex1st1ng anamilla&

L. We beg also to submit that the much canvassed

agltatlon for communal representatlon in the SerV1cea for

various communities and sub-compartments of communiti
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on mere population basis has no glamour for us. It'is.
our deliberate convichtion that communal representatlon
in posts requiring high order of intelligence and adminis-
trative afficiency is likely to lead to loss of efflclencyf
¥ and impair public conildence besides 1nVOIV1ng grave in= -
justice to more educated 1nd1v1duals in other communl-
ties,
5. Further may we also bring to your Excellencjie;
notlce that the administration of some of the departmenta j
in the Mlnlster1a14 portfollos has of late been hlghly ¢
detrlmental to the progress and advancement of our com—
munlty According to & recent order of Government Whlch
‘has been defended by the Minister for Educatlon.the i
2 education rules have been S0 revised as to double the
; fees of most oi the school going blrle. The Indian
\ Christian community thou sh comparatively poor has been
supplylng most of the women teachers and Doctors in thls
province and it is a poor appreciation of their efforts
that the above rule hits the members of that communlty
|hardest of all The invidious distinctionf in stlpends
for girls in Tralnlng Institutions, the Indian Chrlstlan
girls belné specially marked for the lowest figure is

another 111ustratlon in 901nt The recruitment of

Indian uhrlstlans has been closed in certain departmenta

and there is a growing feeling in the communlty that the

claims of some of the Indlan Cnrlstlan offlcera havebeen

unnecessarlly oVerlooked e ascribe these tendencies

not to the 1nd1V1dual proc11v1t1es of any partlcular

member or officer of Government but to the unsatlsfaetory

electoral arrangement whereby in a Government by vote

_the influence of the Indian Christian community has been

clrcumscrlbed to a vanishing point., It is otherwise

inexplicable that in matters enumerated above in Splt&

of the strength of feeling and much protest outside
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Council, there was found only one Indian Christian member |
to protest against these glaring acts of injustice and {
unfairness and he from the Opposition benches,

6. Another matter we desire to bring to Your
Bxcellency's notice is that when a member belonging to
the backward or depressed classes becomes a Christian,
he loses all the privileges which the Government offers
to the members of those communities. As such concessions
and privileges have been ordered on the ground of their
economic backwardness, the reﬁoval of those concessions
to Indian Christians drawn from those communities while
there has been no change in their economical condition is
tantemount to penalising them for their change of Teith.

7. Wie are indeed very glad to learn that Your
Excellency,takes deep and special interest in medical
relief and all that tends to the alleviation of human
sufferings. The hospital accommodation in lladura--the
city next in importance and size only to Madras, is 80
miserable that it is hard to find a parallel in the whole
of the Presidency. Located in an area Where traffic and
dust nuisance is at its highest the buildings are in a
state that requires constant repair. Patients are
crowded in dingy rooms, corridors and outside. The
infectioaﬂ%&rds arﬂﬁocated in close proximity to living
habitations and boys recreation grounds--a constent menacl
to public health.

est pity and attention are closed in temporary thatched

These patients who deserve the great-

sheds and are left to the tender mercies of ward boys
and scavengers and the periodical visits of an L.M.P,
without any attempt at providing them adequate nursing
staff,

unqualified according to Government standards and there

llost of the existing nurses are untrained and

are no residential quarters for any of the medical staff.
It is very desirable that the Indian nurses should be

provided with guarters inside the haspitel premises and /
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Education Departmen
e ————

A note on the points in tne address

witn waich Education is concerned is submitted.

B. M. l s WK b i
J%uy o
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S tj ment is concerned are:--
e o o g G T ’ M - AL m"'""‘?

(1) fees for girls
(2) stipends for Indian Christian mistresses

. undergoing training; and
et B s u!i e assnsenpsc 5 ",W /‘}

& (3) half fee concessions to gonverts to Christi=

&L

. il
~anity from the backward classes.

(1) Fees for girls The pesition is fully expléi

: in the Press communique issued by the Govefnment onf
£ 8 s 125

the 24 Ep.November 1924. The Press communigue evoke
com;ents in the newspapers stating that tue Govt.¢
order of 1920 conLinning the concession of half—fee
to glrls whose parents orJguardidns were poor waa
not enforced till the end of 1924 and that girls we
being admitted to the half-fee'concession irrespecﬁi
of the ability of their parents to pay fees. Lt |
1 . was suggested that the rule as it stood in 1920 whi'
\' allcwed fee concession irrespective of po#erti | :
might be'reverted éo. The Director who was gaked‘£oy

furnish an estimate of cést'involved’in the.adobtiéh

5 Yo, U L Ar Hof the rule so far as girls were concerned reported

T that it would cost Rs. 3f,76. The question was plaoa

b before the Finance Committeeets \J(s‘wmkﬁ__)
1/
: M—ihe—meoling—ivedd On the 11lth July 1926, %ee

Sim

,\sfﬁ ' : : ol e ' The Commiéiee was of opinion that no case
: » had been made out for restoring the general conceaaiw
f. : and considered that the present provision for a ’
e ! ;  reduction of feegv?n cases of poverty was suffiéien
It is not proposed to take any further actlon
E : on the question. .

'(2) Stipends for Indian Cpr1stian nistresses

_under tralnzgg
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B stipends the Nadras R ! :

: eaides the ordinary rates of pe cb' G0 sl @ ~ converts to Christianity not cnly from depre8sed
i‘Educatiqnal,rules provide-for sP?SiE} ot e - sy x classes but from all "backward classes". The Govt.
_f, ends to certain communities.. Indian Chrisfian mistresses ; ,g
.}”p ‘ ’D 21 ‘Tf.ig)' declined to accede to the request on the ground that -
*7“are s o e speciai b e in the case of badkward classes conversion to Christi%
 sible. Different rates of stipends came to be sanctioned anity usually implied a rise in their economiec and E
. for the variocus classes of pupils with reference to \ social status and that in practice it was difficult
;::the-standards of 1iving,aqd expenses normal to the | ‘ i ¥ to investigate znd find out whether or not a Christian
. several cormunities and)with reference to the educa- e e Srigin. Tt waa. However vize. % 3
Sy 2 ’ ’ ’ ;

tional backwardness or otherwise of the communities a pupil belonging to any of the classes recognised
43‘169n°e?n8df Yo SPGCiél rates of stipends have been ‘ > i @;i}dh _ 8s backward who was in receipt of the half-fee conces=
- sanctioned for Christians because they are not as a _ ’ ; h.o e l0UF 4{t sion or a scholarship should not be deprived of it :
"i;class educationally backward and there is no pau@ity : -6 1524 if He became a Christian while holding the concesaio

;of céndidateépelonging to the cormunity coming fore o SChOlarahip ‘

'fward to undergo trainingo Qecently ¥r. J.A.Saldanha, ; /ﬁ// \/

fM.I.u.C i asked a question in the Legislauiveb Council : i "‘"77 Y ,7 _

B iy { \ / oo 2

_y the special rates of stipends should not be allowed : : Cié:;/fgg ~ f o .

0 Indian Christian ‘women . " The D.P.I. who was C o ‘ ) [ L
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Jnder His Excellency's instructions ¥

onsulted stated that for the reasons mentioned at ‘A oW U\L”

ove there was no case for the abolition of the

conveyed &#e information in the sense of the abel

A SRy Al D L - i P 1 O P
noLve Lo tLhne League.

fferential treatmeni. ihe Govt. concurred.in the

(3) Half-fee concessions to conwerts to Christie-

gnitx from the backward classes. i E}LLAJ/ e

[b Cr ey Al ~,'3 iw L Zout) t‘f{t_—
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¥ W .
Prior to 1924. the half fee concession zdmissible *5.[q, °¥-C§>

R W
.0 pupils belonging to backward classes under rule {
et 25 N

of the Ladras Educational rules had.not beenex-
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