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Please quote the undermentioned reference |
and aéidress any further communication to—

|
T| Q [
’ The Secretary to tho OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA,
: High Commi:ssioner for India, g
| () CEMERAL Dopt, 42, GROSVENOR GARDENS,
: 42, Grosvenor Gardens, X
London, S.W. 1. ez ), lﬂ"ﬂﬂﬂ, S.W. '.
Reference H.C. 52117 3 -
e
% o

London,

P0; THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERBMENT OF MATRAS, % 4/ 57 -
Fort St, Georse, ; 7 1098/ 11

i e

With reference to this Office letter dated 13th March 1925
H,C. 33904, I am directed by the High Commissioner for India to
forward herewith, for the consideration of the Government of Madras,

2 _ga_v’*«_f‘*_______________ copy of the marginally noted correspondence
r I "% Prom dated 12th June w. enclosure

/q, L [ Do »  2lst June ) with Mrs, Bartels, The High Commissioner
iashon B B sl -

would be glad if he could be informed what further reply should

be made to Mrs, Bartels on the pointfiraised in her letter.

I am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

e

for SECRE
to the HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA,




NS

.}

35, Brunswick Square,
12th June 1926,

H,Co? 52 337
24, 34 7

T0 The High Commissioner,
India Office,

gir,
j A

4 7. - I have the honour to enclose a petition
to the Madras Government and I request you would be good
enough to forward it and ask them to be kind enough to
answer my question, Whatever secret misrepresentation was made
to the Director on that occasion is militating against me
and giving people an erroneous opinion of me so lessening my
chances of employment. liy sister, who is 6 years older than
me is employed in a semi-Govermment School at present and
I camot understand why such different treatment should be
meted out to me . I have a University degree, qualifications
and experience for a teacher, I have spent a good many years
of my life in the same proféssion, Why should an unknown and
unproven charge be allowed to stand against me, My father
was & Scotchman, an Engineer and held a highly paid poSt for
several years in Madras as Mamager of the Cement Works, My
sister was married and lived here for twenty-five years and my
brother for about ten, I have a cousin who is the head of a
large Secondary School in Derby. You give employment to
every natiomality - French, Italians, Jews, Russians, Indians,
Negroes and why should things be made sO difficult for me
who have better rights than these. I know competition is keen

but if it were only competition Ishould not mind, because I have




qualifications and experience - The work I had and spent 18
years in was takem from me unjustly - I think it would be only
a modicum of justice to allow me to earn a few pounds in the
profession I have been trained in to supplement my very
small pension, On these grounds I ask you to be good
enough to forward this pefition.

I am, etcCe

( SD.) M. BARTELS

ichk



COPY,

g b SR

35, BRUNSWICK SQUARE, W.C.
o LONDON,

5th May 1926.

T0: THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

THRO' THE GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

Sir,

With reference to your No, 351 , I have the honour to
state that circumstances which h:EE—iince arisen compel me to
lay a second petition before you,

Enclosed, Sir, is a Sgpy of my services to India in the
Madraé Government, You will see from it that my promotion
and increase of salary has been steady and constant, and as a
true copy of my service Register it cannot show any bad mark
against me,

In spite of this suddenly in August 1924 when I was
doing my legitimate inspection work in the District, I
received a telegram from the Director's Office to go before
a Medical Board. I had not complained of illness nor had
1 absented myself from duty on that account, The Board
was held in Madras and it necessitated & night's railway
journey to go there. I asked the reason why I was sent, but
only received a second urgent wire to go there. I obeyed
orders but feeling entitled to know the reason, I saw the |
Director before meeting the Board and asked him., He gave

me an evasive reply and said he had nothing to do with i% and

it was entirely Government., As I stated before the Board

were not competent to pronounce on mental cases as they were

SRS

only women employed in a Naternity Hospital, lioreover, they,

did not examine me either as is generally done in a
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bona-fide examimdtion, but first questioned me on the

holiday I had spent in England, particularly on the
circumstances of a rag of which I was & victim. T spoke
truly and on this slender ground they declared me unfit for
service., Well and good, I knew the real cause. Just a few
days‘,.about four, béfore I received the telegram my peon

made before me a very immodest gesture in public before a
rmmber of Indians. The circumstances were these., I had

set out the previous night from a town to travel to &

place some twenty miles distant. I reached about 1 o'clock
in the day and had to alight at an 0ld disused police station
stonding on the road. 4s I alighted I noticed across the road some
Indians undressed except for a loin cloth seated on the

front of their hoxits,es chewing betel nut and spitting. ¥y peon
in the roadway made this immodest action and they all raised

a laugh at it. I immediately scolded him and told him

he deserved to be kicked for the same. My clerk was not there
at the time, but what they made out of this affair amd what they
wrote . up to the Director I do not know, but in the course

of two days the telegram was despatched. When i1 hea'.?ii

the rdecision of the Board 1 knew it was spite. However,

I was a poor woman alone and friendless, had no money %o fight
my battle , and the reason was withheld from me so that I
" could not even offer an explanation of my conduct to anybody.

I had a few hundred rupees in my Provident b‘und and new that
the spite which brought about the Departmental hasty action
would stop at nothing, I determined to come: tO England, hoping,
at least, to meet with justice. Bﬁt before I had come

yumours from India condeming me had apparently reached here.
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I was entitled to about 8 months leave preparatory to

retirement, but that was refused to me and I was

-

_sent out after 18 years of honourable service as you will
8

):’"x Q 0ﬁ:i~'g** :
’ "Q&A§11§ee from the enclosed extract without a pension or leave allowances.

Feeling the necessity of gett ing work, ; went to a scholastic
agency, but in my presence the Secretar;j:phoned up and told
not to give me work. I had only then been twa months

in England., However, in the course of 8 or 9 months I did
get work, but after the first term, the Headmistress said

she had heard "things" about me and I was not to return, The
rule here is to give a term' s noticew I got & month's Paye.

I asked her what were the things she had heard, but she

gave me a Very nice certificate, though she did not expressly

4
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state what were the things she heard. After that I worked for:
a little while in france and there more than in London it

was borne in on me that the reason of my being sent before the
Board was a cruel and cowardly lie which the Indians

had written up againstme’. I had previous to this written and

asked the Government %0 give me a copy of the report which
compelled the nirector to send out the telegram and also
! a copy of the medical certificate. I was refused both, and

"% | the authors of that report taking advantage of the immmunity

of the protection which Govermments affords them by withholding

the contents of the false report from me about whom it is made,

are going further and spreading fglse rumours about my character,

ﬂ f capabilities and past 1ife in India to the detriment of my

well-being and success in life.

As my pension is only £6 a month, and the

least I have %O pay'for only one room is £3% a month, I have

only £3 for food and clothing which means only one meal & daay

and that cooked by myself, Having lived all my life in Indie,
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I am not used to domestic work. I would willingly supplement !

my small pension by working but owing to the slanders which
in the first instance resulted in my pbeing sent before the )

Medical Board and vhich owing to being broadcast here

e

are prejudicing me greatly among the people with whom 4

I have to live, so I ask you in the neme of justice, of the '

prestige and honour you ¢claim to yourselves as Englishmen

to obtain an answer for me from the Madras Government of the z

following questions, i
(1) Did the report sent up againsi‘. me on which I was sent

before the Board contain any allegation against my moral character.
1

Py

(2) Was I accused of being cruel either to teachers or

pupils whom I had to deal with.

(3) Was I accused by the Inspectress or any responsible

person on testmnent}?y authority sutvberity of having failed in

my dutye

) The allegations sent abroad about me here are based on the
( followmggrounds, therefore I shall look upon it as an inestimable
service if you will help me to clear my name by getting a
definite reply to the following. { ‘

I am & working woman, poor and friendless, therefore my

reputation is all the more valuable to me. Po lose that

means to lose my means Oof subsistence and no one under any

pretext whatever has a right to deprive me of it.

All I have is due to my own efforts and no one has

any right to guide the lines of my life.

I trust my second appeal will not be in vain and that

you will help to refute the cruel slanders put abroad about me.
I have etc,

(5d.) MARIE BARTEIS.
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HISTORY OF SERVICE WHILE IN GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT,

Station, Official Desisnation Date of appointment Salary
Coimbatore ; Head Mistress Govit.Training 24 ,12,1906 Rs,75
School for Mistresses
Coimbatore
Rajahmandry Head Mistress Govt. ‘raining 1.,2,1913 Rs 100
School for Mistresses
Ra jehmmandry .
Chittoor / Sub-Assistant Inspectress of 26412.1912 Rs,125
Schools
North Areat-Saleen Girls Range afternoon
¢ Bellary Sub Assistant Inspectress of 11,11,1913 Rs 125
Schools .---¢ Girls Range promoted
t0 Rs. 150
Ra jehrundry Sub Assistant Inspectress of Girls 6,11,1917 Rs,175
: Schools, ‘Godaverie Girls Range
Madras - Acting Assistant Inspectress 149,18 Rs 0200
Madras, Girls Range
Palghat Ag.Asst. Inspectress Coimbatore 14,9.18 Rs 225
Girls Range Permitted to draw
a local allowance .42
Coimbatore doe Rs, 268 Rs.225
do e 200 - 20 - 400 - 25 =500
220 plus 20 personal allowance)
dos Madrag Educational :
Service Ag, l. 3.21
do. Confirmed as Assistant Inspectress
of Schools 21 4e 2l i/
do do « 1.%.22 Rs, 240 on leave from

1.6+22 to 174 84 23

Vizagapatam. do . 18, 8. 25 Rs, 260
i do. doe l.5424 Bs, 280
é Retired with effect 31, 8. 24
4 Tt Cb%?#)
:;‘ (sdo) e oo
for

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION,
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©C.No.2681"A..  From the High Commissioner for India H . No 52
} ‘dated 21st June 1926.

 mmmwmw A “ LEaTS ¢

Subject:-=-Petition from Mrs.Bartels for certa:
7] formation in regard to her retirement
? service. ' . 3 et S M

the. retirement. of Mrs. Bartela
RS 1*‘*!- ~ D MMMG;*‘\ ! ‘1 :..q»{ ¥

of 3chools.- /She was g)ranted leave for one

four months from 1-6 1922 and she spent the

tion of this leave in Zngland and wa_s,;,_pe‘, |

q,-7 15 sveturnite tasia m the beginning of Jul
Ay 3R

. ETR R tﬁé’i‘éq& s.m,,;m High Cqmmisai
Paf” G"L o{~o(u-—~ . forwarded certain communications . from mr
' which showedhtha;ahqn-mind'was,unbalagga
in November 1923 after Mrs. Baz:tels: Joined
| .Inspectress of Schools under whom she wa
| brought to notice that Bhe was addicted t h
é’() 0( ‘i@ | wad unreatraingd indulgence in drinkﬁ;&@ h
WQ% d.v “ I’U-: | behaving ‘disgracefully both in publ-ic, pl‘avcﬁé
. house and that she was also getting into deb

sequence of, ligquor dwimks. Thereupon the

@ requested to frame formal chargés against he
. obtain her explanations thereon.  Certai

: ‘ iram accordin y framed and of

. e °6 ol | ,Wﬁg@n proved Ne &

bi oA 9 W .
_ ; . guggested that she might be asked to appgar;
| Medical Board. The Government’ apl»g‘ov@d of t
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f‘ 1503n4€ and (iii) it is submitted that there have been no |

L Fpm?3!41n4°6 A
qx,q'Lg s except those contained in the Director's le

referred to above. For orders whether a coPy of tt

March 1925 the High COmmissioner forwarded a copy :
letter may be forwarded to the High Commissioner foz

information and the High Commissioner asked to inf

hyp.@wJJb
ohwx that a copy of the charges framed against her ha

correspondence from lirs. Bartels in which she re- I&ﬁsgf;“
agﬂe e

ested that she might be furnished with a copy of the

i.ical certifieate invaliding her from service as well
Do Pk

Efxxt which led to her bein : :

cal Boar .-‘_ In G.0.N0.1187 law

A already been furnished)and that;coplgw’of the other

documentW applied for cannot be granted.

n.) dated 10-7 25 she was informed that her requests

~be oompliediwith. In February last the Govt. of

ié forwarded to this Government'for disposal a peti- L o
from her applying for onhanngﬁnneaégﬁn. This was +4
efused in G.0.N0:328 Law Hdn. dated 3-3-26. Again (:i)
h ehe'submitted’to the mffkxax Viceroy through

jec&l' Government a petition for enhanced pension

as withheld in G.0.No.878 Law (%dn.) dated 17-5-26. (::)

ﬁigh&CommisSioner now forwards further correspondence

;gﬁherﬁandﬂueiires to be informed what reply-should be
| ofherfon the points raised in her letter.
fs. Bartels requests information on the followa

P ath Y. |
TS 1

inst hegx her oral character
0 e :

A A And n) " 5

-Mcolrsed of bemg wcruel 'ettfher'to

 or pupils whom she had to deal with;

e aecused by the Inspectress or/yny

 person-on testamentary authority of

in her duty.

né'erkefon the explanations offered by her.
e decided that a copy of this letter l &

L4l SR 11 .
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