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Reference HICL Edl’l. 8089/10

Please quote the undermentioned reference |
and address any further communication to—
_,IThe_faecreta,ry to the

High Commissioner for India, ¥

|
|
( Education Dew) | /42, GROSVENOR GARDENS,

LONDON, S.W. 1.

42, Grosvenor Gardens,
London, S.W. 1.
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TROM s= THE JOINT SECRETARY to the HIGH COMMISSIONER
for INDILA,
; TDUCATION DEPARTMENT,
70 THE SECRETARY to the GOVER NT of MADRAS,
LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT,
MADRAS, INDIA, :

Sir,

I am directed ﬁo transmit herewith for
the information of the Government of Madras Qnd for
such action as they may coﬁsider necessary a copy of a
letter which has been addressed to the Vice Chancellors
of the Universities in India on the subject of the
teaching of modern European languages to students
préposing to proceed out of India for further study.

Y am Sir.
Your obedient Servant,

JOINT SECRETARY.
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OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDIA,
42, GROSVENOR GARDENS, |
LONOON, S.W. 1,

18th liay, 1926,

FROL \ ", .
¥ The JOINT SECRETARY %o the ‘ &
: EXSH COMMISSIONER for mz)m S TN
EDUCATION DEPARMENT: Te- w—pre——ry’
10
The VICE CHANCELLORS of ALL INDIAN UNIVERSITIES.
< Sizr,
The attention of the High Commissioner hag recantly
been called to the increasing difficulties experienced by
Indian students in this country in obtaining sdmission into
Britisgh Univergities and in gecuring good degrees owing to their
1gnor.nce, on the commencement of their gtudies here, of any
modern Buropean langueges other than Engl igh,
g : 2, 4 knowledge of at least one modern Buropean language

is genersally required from &ll students entering Univergities

in this country. Inédian gtudents, otherwige well qualified,

who are unsble to produce satisfactory evidence in thias regpect,

often find it Gifficult %o secure admisaion to a good Univeraity.

Thus at the University of Oxford, the authoritieg are anxioug

that all students ghould bass the first Public Examination not |
i later than the end of the first moademic Jear. AR/ & knowledge

of French is necessary for thig purpose, the Colleges are moe t
Teluctant to consider for admission applicants wﬂo have not
already attained e sufficient standard in this language, and
who /
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who, if admitted, would hsve to begin an €lementary course,
necessitating privabe tuition and oconeequent saocvifice of

time from the real degree work with which the collﬂ qaf??!\K

neturally most conoerned. kf" ; a2
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At Cambridge the prsseribed oournea oi atuﬂywﬁgg £he
various {ripos exeminations naturally involva en adequate
knowledge of French and Germen, as well as, in some casosg, of

Italian ané Spanish,

Similar voquir:aments are presoribed by the verious
facul ties at other Universitieg. Thus in the University of
London the regulations for the Jaculty of Economics, which
Indian students join in considerable numbers, lay down that no
cendidate at the Intermedizte examingtion shall be approved
in the subject of Zconomies unlesa he can show the capacity to
reéd with intelligence either srcnch or Germén whilet in the
fingl B.Sc. (Economics) exeminstion one paper consgists of two
pasaages from french and German works for transgletion and
comment, and oahdidates are reguired to satisfy the
examinera in both these langueges. it the Intermediate
examination in Science, questions are s&t involving the
transliation of passages in .rench or German,'whilsn for the

Pinal B.Sc. Exmmination both #ench and German are rsquired.

‘The Regulations for the Honoursa B.3¢. degree in Puie
end in Applied Science at the aimstrong College (University of
Durham) prescribe a paper in French or Germen and (in the cace
of Applied Science) Spanish or Italian, to test the candidace's

ability to translate into English unceen pascsages from

-technical or scientific works in these languages.

In the University of Birmingham candidates beiore
being admitted to the degree of B,Sc. are requirsd to pass an
examine tion in i#rench and Gsrman showing that they possecss a

knowledge swificient to enable them to read soientific trestises




O0r memoOirs in thess longuaizes.,

[

At the Univeraity of jianchester, candidstes
before eitting for the Pinal Lzeminstion for tha Degree of
B.Se, must produce eabiﬁi&ctory evidance to the Taculty that
they can read aciantific literature in Jrench or Garman or in

any other language approved by the Jdacul ty.

In the final B.Sc. examinations, both 2sss and
Honours of the Uhiveraiéy of Leeda 8 paper is aet containing
pasaagea of Prench and German for trenslation into English
relating to the principal aubject or gubjects of a candéidate’s

degree coursge.

a4t the Scottish Universities 2 test of the cendidate’s
ability to txenslate from Jrench snd German is included as part
of the Honours examination whilst &1l siudents who 1ook forward
to reading for Honours or to éngaging in ressaerch are very
urgently recommended to acquire atb &g early a psriod in their
course as poseible such & knowledze of French and German 28 will

enable tham to rsad scientific works in these languzges with ease,

In the Univsrsity oi Wales, French or German is

required for the Honours examination in Pure 3cience.

e * “hese particulars have been given in soms detail in
order to emphagise the fact that a knowledge of at least one
mod exn European language ig required by brastically svery
British University irom students reading for degrees in various

subjecta.

It may also be pointed out that the Preliminary
examinations of the various professional bodies (iledicine, Law,
hdccountancy sete.) in this country eimilarly involve a knowledge

of at least one modern languaze,

y
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least one modern European lsnguage beiore procseding to a

University. OConscqguently an Bnglish stuéent is not

unfavourabl; aftected by the rsgulations rslating to

admission or the granting of dsgrees which have been rseferved

to above, «4n Indian student on the other hand has usually

no knowledge of any Zuropcan language other then IDnglish on

his arrivel in this ocountry. In the case of some Univarsities
guch a8 Oxford, it is in sueh circumstances exceedingly ‘
difficult to seoure his admission., In other Univeraities the
Indian student finds it necessary after admission to begin the
study of an entirely new language. He is thus handicapped by
heving to talke an extra subject at z time whan 211 his enerzies
arc¢ required for ths course of study or training he has

embarked upon wnder condiiions eniirely édfsrent from those

u\

to which hé has become accugtomed during his Indien univergity  —
or college lifae., .hae &ifiiculiy becomes 8pescially acute in

the large number of instances where en Indien student as a
rocognition of his Indian degree is allowad to shorten his

gourse for a degree in this country by one or mora years.

De Apert from the gquestion of securing gzood

degrees &t British Universities ‘it is hardly necessary to
emphagige that for Indian students who come to Zurope for
Western instruction in such subjscts as Science, Economics,
Bducation, etc., & reséing knowledge of Srench er German or
prefersbly both, is essentiel if they are to raturn to Indis
cdequatsly equipped with & compstent knowleﬂgé of modern
Buropean developments and trende of thouzght, ‘here is
evidence to show that Indéian stuéents are now cominz in
incrsasing numbsrs to work undsr well known authorities in /
their gpecial subjects, not only in this country but also

in france snd Germany, and it has becn found thai even Iandian

zraduetes /
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gradu‘féﬁzmi&ﬁii‘“' guished recorda at their own universities
have been obliged to take up the elemen tory study of French or

Germoen after their srrival inm Burope,

6o The High Commissioner has no scourate knowledge of
the facilities at present available at the Indian Univeraities
for learning modern Europesn languages, but he hopes that the
suthorities of Idien Universities will give due consideration
to this matter., It ia suggested that 1f no facilities exist at
present, arrangements might pousibly be made for apecial classes
in ome or more of the modern Juropean languages suoh ag Franch
or German being provided for students who in temd eventuallyﬂto
come to Europe for further atedy., Students who attend these
classas and Batisfaotorily psses such tests as the University
congider it deairadle to impose may perhaps be :urnishnd with
en official oertificate, definitely teatifying to an adequate

resding knowledge of the selectsd lenguage or lsnguagqa, for

- submission to the British or Buropean University to which

admission is desired. If the University of tesesecsenicsnnae

finde it practicable to adopt a system of this nature, Sfr Atul
Chatterjee is oonfident that its studemte who proposd to
proceed out of Indie for further gtudy will find their chancesg
of admiseion to a good university and securing a degres there
considerably improved whilst they will be in a much better
position to utilise opportunitiea and facilities open to all
studehta in Burope and Amerioca,

I am, Sir,

Your obediemt Servant,

oot -,

The Secretary to the Govt. of YOINT S3CREMRY,

Madras, Hducation Department,
MADRAS. INDIA.
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