


‘ES (ONl\ FCTFD WITH A. R]*SOLUTION ON MATI‘ERS OF
¢ GENERAL PUBLIC IN’I‘EREbT

[Eor sthe meeting of Auguat 1925.7
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‘CouxoiL OFFICE.

,That th1s Councﬂ recommends to the Government that a public
exammatmn be instituted for pupils who have completed at least the third
form course in a recognized school. 3

i

@'

Law (EpucaTioN) DEpARTMENT.

The resolutlon has been balloted for. The recommendation made in it is that
2 pubhc examination may be instituted similar to the old Middle School Examination
~which was replaced by the late Lower Secondary Examination in the year 1889
which, in its turn, was aholished in the year 1905 (cf. paragraph 18 on pages 14

”’and 15 oythe Commmsmner’g Government Examinations Calendar, 1922-23).

Vs - e Educational Conference held at Simla in 1901 recognized that the

' defermratxon which was then found to have taken place in the system of education :

in india and the cramming which wus one of its worst features were in a great
measure due to the frequent public examinations which had to be passed by boys in

the various courses of Indian schools/ paragraph 6 on page- 3 of 6.0 No- 678, »

dated 28th Nevember 19 The Conference was of opinion that the teacher’s mind
was constantly divected towards preparing a boy for his next examination instead of
giving him a solid and well-grounded education which would be of use in after life.
It therefore 1esolved that some reduction in the number of examinations then held
was emmently desirable. The Government of India were accordingly of opinion
that no public examination was, as a general rale, required at the end of the primary
-~ or vernacular course, but that at the end of the secondary course a public examina -
tion was required to meet the case of boys who had carried on their education beyond
the primary stage bat who might not wish to enter the University.

3 Again in their educational poimy of 1904 the Government of India decldei
at in future there should be only two exuminations precedmg the Umversu:y

: (1) The Prlmaly examination whlch Would mark the eompletmn of the:
lawest stage of instruction but which would no longer be a public examination,
but wouli be condueted by the Inspecting Officer in the school itself ; and S

e ) the Seeondary examination which would record the eduefztlonal attain-

its of all boys who had.completed the course (vide paragraph 12 on page 6 of

£15, dated 6th April 14904).

In theu Order No. 443, dated 29th June 1905, the Government approved the

ysals of the Director of Public Instruction for the abolition of the Lower

; n which took the place of the-old -Middle School-Examination

- justification for the abolition was that that examination which

for test for the eligibility of pupils of the seventh standard or third form for

esulta, grants. ceased to be of use with'the abolition of that particular system of
grant-in-aid (paragraph 4, page 2 of G.0. No, 443, dated 29th June 1905).

4 At the Conference of Directors. of Public Instruction which was held in Delhi
January 1917 (vide India’s letter on page 1 of G.0. No. 1175, dated 12th September
917) the question of the revival of the Middle School Examination was incidentally
,e Government of Indla. then addressed the Local Governnients for ommom
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on the suggestion. The Director of Public Instruction who was coasulted by this rkr o ¢ gtadied and in games and physical training, and regarding heaith, conduct,

Government was in favour of the reintroduction of the examination as he considered

““attendance, special interests, ete.”’—vide Resolution No. 21 on page 10 of G.O. No.
5 that it would be useful for the following purposes i—-

. FU) 239, dated 14th February 1923,

e e g ; : ; i S ms i The matter has also been referred to in the recent circular regarding ¢ Secondary
A e a (1) f(})11 (liu:ectmg and Sirulating e il 0 t_he o o n {F . Education of boys’ issued by the Director of Publie Instructiong to officers of thga
ek e I o . 1§ et s Educational department under instructions of the Hon’ble the Minister. The Hon’ble
.(2) for providinga cer tificate Whl.c-h Wou}d.be useful for pupils Wdl s the Minister has separately proposed that the whole question of the °reorganization of
education ended with the III Form in obtaining employment or a von ko0 ‘secondary education ’ be further examined by a Committee consisting of officials and
‘training schools and to headmasters in making admissions to the.z LV Form ; ; ~non-officials, and the Director of Public Instruction has suggested that one of the
(8) for indicating to parents the capacities of their chiidren and so heliping - terms of reference to the Committee might be the making of detailed recommendations
them ‘to decide their educational future ; : ' : A with regard to changes in the present rules and practice, necessary to give effect
(4) for affording evidence of suflicient general education for admission to to the proposed wreorganizatiqn, f‘-’i.th special reference to ezaminations. The question
-elementary vocational courses ; and 2 3 of tl_rle Middle 'be_hool examination will thus come under qonsyierat'lon ia that econ-
(5) for providing some check to the growing overcrowding of the three higher nexion. If this is explained .tothe Member of the Legislative Council, he may
i = 2 5 : ' ¥ withdraw the resolution. ’
The Director of Public Instruetion admitted that the old Middle School and : i 6. For orders whether any further information should be collected. ;
. & Lower Secondary Examinations led to cram ; but he believed that the evils resulting B ' OV 519895 O Ririnvre Acianivan 1E 05
‘?}“’5‘7)\ ' from it did not outweigh its advantages and therefore advocated the introduction of . : = : - o : ; T
aiha) ~an improved system of examination whieh sought to avoid the defects of the old o [ I think we may promise consideration by the Committee which it is proposed
: system. But only a bare majority of the Secondary School-leaving Certificate : e || to convene for discussion of questions connected with Secondary education.
ks >l 4 , Board were in agreement with him. Moreover when certain representative head- ; - ; VI KasbundAcac e
: masters were invited to meet the Board and the Director informally diseussed the : , :
b V\@) ‘question with them, a decided majority were opposed to the idea of reintroducing ' | The case may be referred to the Director of Public Instruction and the file may
the examination. Later on His Hxcellency Lord Pentland discussed the question 5 \, be sent to me on the 20th when resolutions are reached. bREE T L
with the Director of Publie Instruction and it was decided that the time was then * : : : e : ‘ S
. [It was considered unﬁecos%ry 1;0 Iente.r b Lo fo‘r Phg (Craiomtion. 9E : | ‘ —— R
sinto the merits of the Ih’atter.] : e Subﬁ]eOt'.’ b ! que:"nm‘eut -0f LR ‘
e ~, were informed aeccordingly in letter : ‘ :
' @ No 1176, dated 12th September 1917, ﬂlﬁ&%ﬁi&“ﬁ’ﬁ@m&h@i&aﬁer considering ‘ OFFICE oF THE DIRECTOR 0F PUBLIC [NSTRUCTION.
L the replies of the several Local Governments, withdrew their orders of 1904, prohi- o ; 4 :

£t ‘hiting the Middle Sck ool Examination to the extent that a Local Government might,
Uy 4 0% ‘ghould it feel so disposed, institute a public examination at theend of the middle ! , ; : : L
: i d ;ggsch'ool course subject to the following conditions :— . : R. G. Grieve—I17-8-25.
Wb b YE &) (@) that the examination should not be conducted solely through question
papers.but that, as far as possible, an oral test be also employed, and S

(0) that the examination be of an informal natuve carried out, so far as
‘possible, in situ by the inspecting officer with the aid of the headmaster and teachers
-of the school. : J et =

[ agree with the Secretary’s suggestion above.

g and : ot - 2 i ? = B L 3
= . Upon this reference the Government decided not to take any further action : o Ko readleAlrn ok ) ‘1 ke was u,u+—J :
(E)  in the matter—vide G.0. No. 708, dated 4th June 1918. | - , - :

~ A : ‘ | | vtk el o Lok eowvmaenl
e 5. From His Excellency Lord Pentland’s note on page 8 of G.O. No. 1175, ~ ‘ 2 :
-dated 12th BSeptember 1917, it will be seen that no definite decision was then - :
- arrived at on the question of the re-introduction of the Middle School Kxamination.
His Excellency opined that the time was not then opportune for the consideration
of the subject and considered that it was unnecessary to enter into the merits
of the matter. The question has since then come under the examination of
the Secondary Education Re-organisation Committee which was appointed to

-consider the applicability to Madras of the recommendations of the Sadler Committee. o - e l
The former committee generally agreed with the view that the strain of examination e : ; 4

'was heavy on pupils and that they should, as far as possible, be freed from the need i g ordun }.

for sitting for examinations oftener than absolutely necessary-—paragraph 10 on ' : ‘ D T _lﬁf_&—-&}
page 10 of G.0. No. 239, dated 14th February 1928, They therefors declined to - [ L= k=5
-consider the question of an examination similar to the old Middle School or Lower c v
Secondary Hxamination. At the same time they recognized that the award of a 9 ' by i
formal certificate at the end of the middle school stage would be of value to the Reslehitne — Sanabhedo

outgoing pupil as well as to the employer. They therefore resolved *thatat the 2 LA A AL curd Q_

_ - *“completion of the middle school stage a pupil be entitied to a certificate from the | L i At = L P it
: R “ headmaster containing information regarding the pupil’s proficiency in the subject e eadh 0 Lo .12 -2 /.7%\/-'
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