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M. R Ry. Govinda Krishna Chettur Avergal M. A, (Oxon
Acting Prmczpal st
Government College, Mangalore.

.

To

4

H. ‘E'.‘ Viseount Gosehen of ’Hawkhuﬂst, ‘G.c.;I.'E., C BE

Governor of Madras,

(FORT ST. GEORGE).

The Director of Public Instruction, Madras.

I beg to place before you for your favourable consideration the folldWing facts

concerning myself and my position in the Educational Department. I do so in the hope

that an impartial statement of my claims and the very definite sense of grievance which I

entertain will secure for me a reconsideration of G. O. No. 918 Law (Education), dated
1st June 1925, (Appendix 1IID), which I feel certain was arrived at w1thout all the facts
of the case being taken into consideration.

I am a ﬁrst-class (English) graduate of the University ‘of Madras, and. an

Honours graduate (History) of the University of Oxford. On my return from England
(October 1921), I applied for a post in the Indian Educational Service, and my name was
~ approved of by the Selection Board as fit for such an appointment, and registered on the

list of suitable applicants to posts in the I. E. S., maintained by the Government of India.
There being no vacancy at the time, I was informed that I should be appointed when a

| suitable vacancy arose. This did not happen for quite ten months, and though I was more

than once offered an appointment in the Madras Educational Service, I refused such offers

¢ and was content to wait, feeling not only that my qualifications entitled me to something

better, but also that acceptance of a_post in the M. E. S. would prejudice my claims for
future appointment to the I..E. S.  Finally, in September 1922, I was appointed directly
to the Indian Educational Service, and after a period of nearly a month’s training, posted
to this College as (acting) Principal. At the end of six months, my - work evidently havmg
been found satisfactory, I was recommended by the Government of Madras for a year’s
extensxon, which was sanctioned by the Government of India. (G.O. No. Mis. 782 Law
(Education) Department, dated 7 —6--1923—Appendix II1a). At the end of that year,
that is at the end of 18 months of service, my work continuing to be satxsfactory, I was
- agaip recommended by the Government of Madras for a further extension of six months

in the service, which the Government of India were once more pleased to sanction

(G. 0. No. 419 Mis. Law (Education) Department dated 19—3—1924—Appendix IIIB)
When these six months were over I had completed two years of service in the Department

~ and was ripe for confirmation. When however my papers were sent up to the

Government of India at the end of these two years, that is in October of 1924, owing to
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the recommendations of the Lee Commission regarding provincialisafion of the All
ndia Services, the Government of India, as a temporary measure, were pleased to
sanction my officiating appointment in the I. E. S. from 23rd October 1924 until further
- orders (G. O. No. 1713 Mis. Law (Education), 7—11—1924—Appendix IIIC). Obviously
‘my work still continugd to be satisfactory, and the order of the Government of India just
quoted, led me to_hope for confirmation in (t_he Indian Educational Service when the
- Secretary of State should issue final orders regarding the position of officers like me, who
- had been appointed prior to the appointment of the Lee Commission, and who had been
~doing satisfactory work. 1 was therefore the more surprised when in January of i925,
~ barely three months after the order of the Government of India had been received by me,
tﬁe Government of Madras reduced me to the Madras Educational Service on an initial
; salary of Rs. 300 per mensem, when at the time I was drawing Rs. 500 in the scale of the
- L E.S. I felt that this was most unfair, particularly a§ some officers who had been
i a}?ppointedv to the 1. E. S. affer me were allowed to continue in the I. E. S., and pointed
~ out the injustice of the treatment which was being given to me, and the considerable
i hg(dship which it involved, in a memorial to the Madras Government; but I was informed
~ (G.©.No. 918 Law-Education dated 1st June 1925) that Government were unable to accede
 (though no reasons were given) to my requests for confirmation inthe I. E. S., or for the
i_'gran,t. of a higher ipitial pay in the M. E.S. I cannot but think that the decision of the
G nment was arrived at without taking into consideration all the facts of the case.
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- - I confess that I am at a loss to understand why after fwo years and three months
‘Qtj'satisfactory work in the Indian Educational Service, at a time when I was entitled to be
boﬁﬁ;zqed i_p_ that Service, I should suddenly have been re‘duced to a lower service which
nevgr contemplated entering at any time, and my pay cut down by nearly one half. The
ol ly conclusion which I can come to under these circumstances is, that I am not considered
by the Madras Government to be fit to continue in the I. E. S. I cannot realise or

PQQFSFaDQ.hOW it is I am suddenly adjudged unfit, when f)revious reports about niy work
ave been so satisfactory as to secure sanction for extensions of my period of service from
Qp:vemmegt o’f India. I could have understood my reduction if my regime iﬁ this
1L ‘_b_ad,_ bee?jfﬂ?fﬁ’.. but I do not think it can be considered so from any point of
wi I ha,ve‘ been the Principal of this College ever since I was appointed in
» ‘:‘19._22,.aqd I may say without boasting that the College owes to me several
. thpe_n.ts which have contributed in no little méasure to its efficiency as an
.t’ \ L institution, and the prestige which it possesses in the eyes of the public. The
i« llege M cellany, which owes its inception to me, is perhaps the clearest indicat.:ion of

"*,an‘d_ ij: is a matter of no little personal satisfaction to know that this or an
ov .‘nment College Mangalore is admittedly one of the very best of its kind in fhe
,i'I"--"'may in this connection be allowed to draw attention to a personal letter
pendix IV) sent to me by H. E. Lord Willingdon expressing his warm appreciation of
e Mag ine', and embodying a message to the students of this College. I am .conﬁdent
3 fou-x} numbers which I have been enabled to publish until now will stand as a
f:on?. of my successful administration of this institution and of my unsparin
. its interests. I feel that they constitute in themselves a completi aui
it answer to any charge of inefficiency which may be brought against me. May I
ut thgt judged by “results,” the period of my Piincipalship has bee.n no Iiss
he _;year 1924—25 has a remarkable record of progress and good work to
~agd in the public examinations (Secondary School Leaving Certificat
ng apd the Intermediate Examination) our highest hopes have been re.'sllisede
candidates presented for the S. S. L. C., sixteen were declared eligible for a:
: ;copr‘se which givqs us a pass percentage of 80; and out of fifty present d
In 4:rmediaj:e examination ‘wenty-five were declared complete] A

y successful, five of
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these being placed in the first class, while a very large number passed in parts. In the
English part of the examination alone, 74% of the total number presented were declared
successful. These figures, I need scarcely add, are considerably higher than the Presidency
Averages for the year. I may also state that the strength of the College classes has nearly
doubled itself this year as the result of my suecessful administration, in spite of the
fact that several Coileges on the West Coast have been raised to the first-grade and the
additional attraction into those Colleges which this implies. May I also mention in this
connection that when the Madras University was reconstituted under the University Act
in 1923, I was elecled to a seat on the Academic Council by the Principals of second-

grade Colleges.

These facts, I submit, speak for themselves. I do not think it can be urged
against me with any show of reason that my work has been inefficient or unsatisfactory.
I believe on the contrary that I have given ample proof not only of the very great interest
which I have taken in my work and the ungrudging labour which I have brought to bear
upon it, but also of the success with which my efforts have been crowned.

I have sometimes wondered whether it is the class which I obtained in the Oxford
Schools (third) which stands against my entry into the I. E. S. now. I cannot think so for
several reasons. In the first place, because it did not stand against my name being approved
of in 1921 by the Selection Board, who considered me properly qualified and suitable for
appointment in the I. E. S, and on whose approval my name was registered for
appointment on the Government of India waiting list. Nor did my class stand against

” me on my actual appointment directly to the Indian Educational Service in October 1922.

That being the case, 1 cannot see why it should stand against me in 1925, after over two
years of approved service. Moreover it i hardly necessary for me to point out that there
are gentlemen with no higher qualifications than what I possess, and not a few with
qualifications considerably less, who are at the present moment permanent members
of the Indian Educational Service. However that may be, I may be permitted to state that
the class which I secured at Oxford cannot be considered an index of my real ability. The
accompanying letters (Appendix I) from my tutors and from my warden (Dr. W. A. Spooner) ;
will show the high estimation in which I was held, and the expectations that were formed
of me. They show that I was one of a brilliant set at Oxford (New College) and that
I was in the running for a first class, which I should have secured, but for a serious illness
to which I was subjected during the greater part of the examination term, and during the
examination itself. I feel therefore that it is not fair to me to argue my class against me
particularly at this stage, after I have served for considerably over two years and shown

my real ability and worth.

My endeavour has been to show that the period of my Principalship in this
College has been a period of continuous and strenuous effort attended with more than
ordinary success, and that a charge of inefficiency, (if ever such a charge is brought
against me), cannot but fall to the ground on a consideration of the facts of the case.
I have endeavoured also to show that my Oxford degree does mot represent my true
ability, and the letters from my tutors vouch for this in no hesitating terms. I am
therefore painfully at a loss to know why this heavy punishment of reduction both
in status and pay should have been laid upon me. Mr. R. Littlehales, in January of 1925,
who was then Director of Public Instruction, assured me in person that I was being put
into the M. E. S. because recruitment to the 1. E. S. had been closed under the Secretary
of State’s orders, but that 1 skould not suffer any loss in pay. As he had always been
extremely kind to me, and always uniformly appreciative of my work, 1 am confident
that he did not intend that I should suffer by the change. I realised on the other hand
that I had no reason to grumble at the application of what I was made to understafid was
a general policy, even though I felt, and still feel, that the fact of my having been




the 1. E. S, irrespective of the changes introduced as the result of the Commissions

Tecommendations.

: 1 find however great differences in the treatment meted out to me and the
treatment given to officers similar to myself, | In the first place although I was reduced to
the M. E. S. in January of 1925, oﬂicers-,;vho were appointed to the I. E. S. after
my api)ointment, are still allowed to continue in the I. E. S. (vide Quarterly Civil Lists,
January and April 1925). Also I learn, that though my request for being given an initial
- pay of Rs. 500, while I continued to be in the M.E.S,, instead of Rs. 300 per mensem, was
’i'fﬁcéed, a similar request from another officer with less qualifications than myself
~ (P. Raghavachari, D. E. O., Nellore) whose case was exactly like my own in all respects,
was granted. These do not strike me as the application of a general policy. And since
seems to me that there is no reason why I should fall into a category by myself,
1 request most respectfully that the same standards of treatment which have been applied

to other officers in my position, may also be applied to me.

i¥F

1 may point out in this connection that senior officers in the M. E.S. can, under
. circumstances, have no reason to object to my being given a salary of Rs. 500 while

reover, four definile and established precedents in my favour, and none against. And 1
ba: e TN .
also add that should the established precedent be followed in my case also, it will be
he last of its kind., ,
el o

raw only Rs. 300 per mensem since February of this year, the nature of my work as
rincipal of this College has remained exactly the same, I fail to realise why for the same
performed under exactly the same conditions, I should now be paid little over half

ormer salary.

It is not as though the quality of my work had deteriorated. I have on the
hand given of my very best to the College, and done so ungrudgingly ; laboured in
srests with wholehearted devotion; entered enthusiastically into schemes for
g its advancement. I do not think that there is a single person in this town or
strict, who, if called upon will not vouch for my justly earned popularity as
V_:__for}xrny‘u'nﬂagging interest in its welfare, for my successful and smooth
ment of its aﬁ'airs,'and for the esteem in which I am held by all those who are
in the working of the institution. It is not for me perhaps to speak of these
1 should not under’ or‘dinéry circumstances have given expréssion to such
is crisis of my career, when my entire future is threatened with ruin, and
t hopes and ambitions in danger of being dashed to the ground, I feel
ommon justice to make my position perfectly clear and to establish
acy of my claims. I may be permitted in this connection to draw
(Appendix II) written by Rao Bahadur N. Subba Rao, President of
outh Kanara, to Mr. R. G. Grieve, Director of Public Instruction,
pp eciation of my services, and pointing out the inadvisability, in
College, of my transfer from this institution. The letter was furnished
_ Z«Rf'gp.; and I append it to this Memorial with his kind permission, not
ives some idea of the impression I have created in this district, as well
rested opinions of one who has been closely identified with the life of this
of over thirty years, but also because I attribute to the circumstance
all measure, the cancellation of my orders of transfer referred

A
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-a'p'pointed before the constitution of the Lee Commission, entitled me to confirmation and

s ‘May I also be permitted to point out that though I have been compelled to
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DATED, AUGUST 12TH 1925.

May I in conclusion be allowed to point out the very serious loss which I shall
sustain should my present distressing condition be perpetuated. Not only shall I lose my
status as an Imperial Service Officer and its attendant privileges, while those in no way
better qualified will continue to enjoy a superior position, but I shall also lose thousands
of rupees every year by my reduction in pay (Appendix V), not to speak of (ke inferior
Bosition in an inferior service which Ishall be forced to occupy. I feel I have done nothing
to merit such treatment, and cannot see why a punishment so heavy and so altogether
unprecedented should be laid upon me, when no grounds whatever for such punishment
can, as I have shown, in any sense, or from any point of view, be brought forward.,

I beg therefore, most respectfully, that Your Excellency taking into consideration
all the facts of my case and noting the obvious unfairness of the treatment which has been
given to me, may graciously be moved to see that justice is done. : ’

For which act I shall ever remain grateful.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your most respectful, most obedient servant,

GOVERNMENT COLLEGE,

MANGALORE Acting Principal

Government College, Mangalore,

ENCLOSURES:—

APPENDIX I.

APPENDIX II.

APPENDIX III.

APPENDIX IV.

APPENDIX V.




APPENDIX I

o NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD,
' SEPT 5TH 1Q21.

W terms and have bad very good facilities for judging his capabilities.

: Hxs essays were always very good pieces of work, and showed real thmkmg
gmbmed wrthcomdemble industry. They compared very favourably with those
cliltanpom thnghlns year contained some of tbe most brilliant hlstonans in

The work he did in College was of a much higher standard, and it was
quite possible that he might get a First, or at least a good Second.

: wlsh therefore to recommend Mr. Chettur on the ground that his class in
is dw to bad hwlth and is 1ower than his real capablhtles He has great powers

; (Sd) DAVID OGG,
. Fellow and Tutor, New College, Oxford,
Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.

" -~ NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD.
: ' AUG. 30TH 1921I.

that he certainly did not do himself ]ustlce He is a man
good Enghsh and can exp;ess himself clearly, and should I

¥

nc of teachmg students from Indla, I can say that

L

s (Sd) L. G. WICKHAM- LEGG

During Mr. G. K. Chettur’s residence at New College, I have had him as pupil

.Fallow and Tutor New Colleye, Oagford i

7
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Mr. G. K. Chettur of New College, read with me for the Final Honour School of
Modern History while I was a Fellow and Tutor there, during the years 1919 and 1920.
He took his Preliminary Examination with credit, and was, I believe, complimented by the

KING'S COLLEGE, LONDON.
SEPT. 11TH: 1921I.

Examiner. The essays which he did for me, especially in the early part of his course,
showed reading and thought, and were decidedly up to the standard of a good Second
Class. He was very anxious (if anything over anxious) to do himself justice, and to give
satisfaction to his tutors; and he was not only interested in his work in History but also in
Literature and Art. Ileft Oxford a year ago, and I have not seen anything of his work
during the last year of his course. But I know enough of his work to be able to
recommend him for a post in the Educational Service of India, and to say that he w1ll
bring good ability and a lively mind to the Service, if he is appointed to it.

(Sd.) ERNEST BARKER, M. A., LL. D.,
Principal of King’s College.

NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD.
SEPT, 15TH 1921,

This is to testify that Mr. G. K. Chettur B. A. of New College, has passed f‘our_l'
years as a member of this College and has borne a good character during the course>of_
them; he has made many friends in College, and has been a leading member of the Indié'n :
Community in Oxford. He leaves Oxford, I believe, with feelings of genuine good will to
the College and the University, and with many happy memories of the time he has spent at
Oxford and in England. These memories I trust he will carry with him to India, and
while here, for the advancement of his country, will help to promote those feelings of "
amity and good-will which it is to the interest both of England and India should subsist
between them. '

Mr. Chettur is a man of ability who possesses much power of ex'p're'ssion'. He
is a really good historian, has read widely in English Literature, and has produced poems
in English which are praised and appreciated by those qualified to judge. I think his
knowledge and power of vivid expression should make him a really good teacher, while
his knowledge of England on the one hand, and his sympathy with Indian ideals on the
other, should commend him to his pupils. I look forward to his having an useful and
distinguished career in the Educational Service which he wishes to enter.

In the early part of his course, Mr. Chettur obtained distinctjon in the History
Previous Examination and was specially complimented by the examiners on  the
excellence of his work. 1In the Final Schools he obtained only a Third Class, but this I
think was mainly due to his suﬂ'ering from ill-health at the time of the examination. At
any rate my belief is that he was unable at the time to do himself justice and that hls
class does not represent the ability which he possesses.

(Sd) W. A. SPOONER, D. n, :
Warden of New College, Oxford




APPENDIX II

Copy of Ie;fer Jrom M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur ). Subba Rao, President District
oard, South Kanara, to Mr. R. G Grieve ). A, Direclor of public Instruction,
adras. ‘
: MANGALORE.
e MARCH 1925,
DEAR MR. GRIEVE,
*
I retured from Madras last week after attending a meeting of the Senate, and the
thing I was informed of was that our popular and highly esteemed Principal
'G. K. Chettur, is under orders of transfer from the Government College. This has
ven me c'éuse not only for much surprise, but also great concern, from the point of view
the interests of the College, which are bound to suffer by the transfer of Mr.

'You know the deep interest which I take in the welfare of our College. I am
1 st udeut myself, and I have been identified with the institution, in one way or
er, and always intimately, for over a period of 30 years. In recent years, I have
: ned to watch the repeated set-backs which the College has received owing
ue -t'changa of the head of the mst]tutlon. For the Iast two years and a half,

Chettnr has won for himself the deep regard of the Mangalore Public, and is
\I:eld in the highest &steem. He has made a name as a scholar and as a teacher

have ever had. HlS learmng, his tact, his sympathy, his consideration,
lus ﬁrmn&s in matters of discipline, have inspired one and all with respect

is dmng splendid work, as also a Boy Scout Troop. The College is indebted
ine of which it may well be proud, for the like is not I believe to be
Aelse in India. The various College activities have received under his
: nd vigorous lease of hfe- and in athletic and sporting matters hlS

T VC.h ’ur whose appoi‘ntment was in the I. E.S. has
nd thaj thls has been done on the score of his unfitness
‘ can only infer that there has been a very serious
the nature and quahty of *Mr. Chettur’s work. Mr.

ble success. I have watched his career right
,hg said in all smcenty and good‘ faith.

| he has devoted hlmself entirely to the interests
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Further, Ido not think there is any one in this district who will deny the distinguished and
disinterested work he has rendered in the College, and in the cause of Education, or who
does not deeply regret the unmerited loss he has sustained in the Department, or the loss
they themselves are certain to sustain by his transfer.

May I therefore request you to be so good as not to transfer Mr. Chettur from
Mangalore, and also to see that there is no misapprehension on the part of anybody in
regard either to his capacity or his efficiency, by which he may suffer in the Department.
I look forward not only to his order of transfer being cancelled, but also to his speedy
reinstatement in the I. E. S. of which I am convinced he will continue to be a shining

ornament.

Yours sincerely,
(8d) N. SUBBA RAO.




G. 0. Yo. 918 Law ( €a‘ucml'ion'),‘ dafed ist June 1925.

Order :—

M. R. Ry. G. K. Chettur should be informed that the Govemmént are unabie.'
to accede to his requests for confirmation in the Indian Educational Servme, or for the
grant of a higher initial pay in the Madras Educational Service.

{By order of the Government; Ministry of Education).

(Sd). ¥ KRISHNAMA ACHARIYAR,
Secretary to Govemmmt

Communicated as per Proceedings of the Director of Public Instruction, Ma,dras,'
Dis. No. 2241/25 dated oth June 1925.




; APPENDIX V :

; Sz‘aiemenf showing JLoss of pay in the M €. S. at the end of 26 years
o : of Service.— Colal loss 1,08,000. (One lakh and eight fbausand rupees)

L e p%%%}é} Yearly loss in Tugss
1st 400 - el
9nd 456_ iy ' T
_ 3rd 500 300 200 | % s A K
4th 550 3925 925 2,700
5th 600 350 250 3,000
6th 600 1 s L . T2a0
: Tth 650 400 250 s000
8th 700 495 975 3300
9th 750 4500 4 ¢ 300 3,600
10th 800 475 395 1 3,900
' 11th 8500 | ¢ 500 350 i 4,200
19th 900 550 90 4,200
' 13th 950 600 Jiv BEg 4,200
P 14 1,000 650 350 £200
T o0 700 | 300 3,600
16th 1,050 750 300 | 3,600
17th 1,100 800 300 3,600
18th sl i@ 00 350 4200 &
19th 1,200 g2 800 400 - 4,800
| 20th 1,250 | 800 0 o
21st 19500 /8 800 450 5,400 6
29nd 1,300 800 500 6,000
93rd 1,350 800 550 L plaod .
adth | 1,400 800 600 ' s
25th . 41480 800 650 =
96th | 1,500 800 700
: Zotal . -

Acting Principal
Government College, Mangalore.
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llemorial from M.R.Ry G.r:. Chettur A wvazrgel, O/fflcla'bjng
'Pr:‘mcipal, Governrent Colleo"e, Lzlangalcre dated 1l2th Augus‘b 192

que..,tlnv hlgher 1n1'blal pay in the liadras E dusa‘blonal

Sexrvice.

ENCLOSURES.

" No 1382 € /46

.
9th September

Station .. : : , Dated the.

T > o
Feom (Dame).. L
Bg. Director of Pu.b ZL'L ¢ Inst rue‘bl@

(@w@qywat&ow) =

Fo She Secretary to ihie Government of MCadzas,

Taw (B du?g,tion) \ @@paﬂ(/lﬁmoﬂ .

dated let June 1925. A( /Q,

o Attention is solieited %o G .O.I\To. 918 L aw (B ducation)

for Director of Public I nstrxc{'blon.

It

P.V.8+ 109




 hhdeﬁs%apds'tnat“a copy has been
forwarded through the official

channels.

"

m.R.ByﬁBaq Bahadur V;T.Krishnama
‘ “‘;Achariyar ]yl e
secretary to Government,
- Law Department,
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h contimance in. tmeﬁmm?q;,,kfom ﬁ,;nother
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£3 ). The_‘ Govt. of Indiu sanctioned the cons

gia.ted 14-2-24) The Govt. of India
osal m\'eh tne remark that this

lete the perled of two years for

el 145

th 'ﬂie‘sniim_e},the‘ Gewt of India in

(Bdn) dated 11-7-24 intimated @

:_e i the Gavt. of India whether
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Mr. Ch ttur in the I.E.S. The Govt. of India in

théir letter No. 2068 (Edn), dated 25-10-24 conveye
iy sanction to Mr. G.K. Chetturs officiatirg in
the I.E.S5. with effect from 25-10-24)pending a degd
sion on the Lee Commission Report and added that t

Secretary of State would be addressed indue cours

care=srmreest to confirm the sanction.
SN @Ky lChet't;ur_thus continued to

officiate in the T.B.S. till 27-1-85 wvhen ke u

] Ak o ’
reverteWE.s. (Vide G.O. No. 119 L.B. date

R7=1-26). Thedacl wes abre h b Gat o dins
- Vil dbagre— N g-5-26 ~ :
4. The Govt. of India subsequently conveyed

£

in their:letter No. 1726 (Zdn) dated 21-8-25 the
: . y '

sanction of the :Seqre.tgry of'S.ta.te tothe officiat

&ppointme'nt of "Mr. Chettur to the 1.B.3. for the
. *

definite period from 25-1'0-22 -to 27.1-25 (Vid eG.

No. 1565 L.E. dated 7-9-25). On the 27th Junuazy '2

lr Chettur ceaseql to officiate in the I.E.S. Tk re

isfno sanction of the Secretary of State for his

employment in the I.R.S. subsisting and not

utilised by the Government. His present status is

: - officliating ‘ 4
that @R of an officer/in the I.E.S.

5. Rule XX (b) of the Statutory Memorial
Rules issuéd by the Secretary of 3tate provides that.
no appeal shall lie agalrms t the removal of & p.erson

appointed by an authoriﬁy in India to hold a tempo-

rary appointment. lir. Chettur W&is ac_ti'fig_ in the
I.LS for a total period of 2 years 3 months and

4 days. The two years period was covered by the
sanction of thé'authorities in India; and the
balance of three months and four d ays only was
covered by dhe 3ecretary of State's sanction. Wien v
he was reverted to m.m.s.ﬂ_‘on 27-1-25}1@ had not.be
holding an appointment mde with the sanction of the
Secretary of 3State: His appointment beyon.d‘ two
years_ for three months and four day s was}suboeque it 18

i

ratified by the oecreta*y of ota:te piieh




period specified.

Caav

Rule XVIII appéal to the Governor against.xﬁe order
of the Local' Government. This rule obviously applies
only to permanent members of ‘that service, as there

is separate provision (Rule XX) to govern the cases

P . ey
of probationers ‘and officers appointed to hold

B temporary posts. Mr. Chettur 'is still 'an acting

Qv pificer in the M.,E.S. Rule 'XVIII does not, therefore — 0 —
E'vapply'to him.
ia 7 80n the*mé;itstqf ;he;g%se;the.ﬁol}owing

points are for comsideration:

« (1) mes®oration to I.H.S. is out of the
: Selbrofn .

case of others Fike stiren C.Da @ Chettw and
other officers in the M.B.Si. with sgperior claims

ishoﬁid be considered first;"

S s

RIS LY (ST regard 'to the grant of hig@sn'
inﬁ%ﬁé&wpa& inaMfE,§3qﬁr;-Chetuur's case 1is distinguish-
tlablééffbmiﬁfkgBa hayaehari'si. . The latter was recom-
LT e Wn& > o

eﬁ&edmfor:confirmatioﬁ in the I.E.3. tosthe Secretary

State analhad”bbre'thah'5% years actine service in
& ven he was .not granted the full pay he md .

dngw&%%gyn ih%ﬁ%iﬁ'bﬁ buﬁ;gﬁ%y}a lover pay,

Rs. B

QO againapi& SOQ drawn by him in I.E.S.

(

DiRelt I3 Biev et anbbar 10-b-25 Tegarding
g 7

Attention is imvited to the. remarks
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M. R. Ry. Govinda Krishna Chettur Avergal, M. A7(O%on),
(4/§]as

Acting Principal,
Government College, Mangalore.

To ;
H. E. liseount Gosehen of Hawkhutst, c.cre, c.BE,

Governor of Madras,

(FORT ST. GEORGE).

Rvuglz :
The Director of Public Instruction, Madras.

SIR,

I beg to placetoéfore you for your favourable consideration the following facts
concerning myself and my position in the Educational Departrhent. I do so in the hope
that an impartial statement of my claims and the very definite sense of grievance which I
entertain will secure for me a reconsideration of G. O. No. 918 Law (Education), dated
1st June 1925, (Appendii: 11ID), which I feel certain was arrived at without all the facts
of the case being taken into consideration. : :

I am a ﬁrst-classt (English) graduate of the University of Madras, and an
Honours graduate (History) of the University of Oxford. On my return from England
(October 1921), I applied for a post in the Indian Educational Service, and my name was
approved of by the Selection Board as fit for such an appointment, and registered on the
list of suitable applicants to posts in the I. E. 8., maintained by the Government of India.
There being no vacancy at the time, I was informed that I should be appointed when a
suitable vacancy arose. This did not happen for quite ten months, and though I was more
than once offered an appointment in the Madras Educational Service, I refused such offers
and was content to wait, feeling not only that my qualifications entitled me to something
better, but also that acceptance of a post in the M. E. S. would prejudice my claims for
future appointment to the I. E. S.  Finally, in September 1922, I was appointed directly ‘
to the Indian Educational Service, and after a period of nearly a month’s training, posted ‘
to this College as (acting) Principal. At the end of six months, my work evidently having ‘
been found satisfactory, I was recommended by the Government of Madras for a year’s |
extension, which was sanctioned by the Government of India. (G. O. No.Mis. 782 Law
(Education) Department, dated 7 —6--1923—Appendix IIIA). At the end of that year, ¢
that is at the end of 18 months of service, my work continuing to be satisfactory, I was
again recommended by the Government of Madras for a further extension of six months
in the service, which the Government of India were once more pleased to sanction L
(G. O. No. 419 Mis. Law (Education) Department dated 19—3—1924—Appendix I1IB). ;
When these six months were over I had completed two years of service in the Department, 1
and was ripe for confirmation. When however my papers were sent up to the ﬁ
Government of India at the end of these two years, that is in October of 1924, owing to
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sangion 1y offigisting appsinmentiin the 1. E. §. fiom 23d Odober 1924 wwtill fnther
sudless (6. 0. M. z7a Mis. Law (Bdweation), 7—11—igz4—Appendis I1Ic). Obviously
my woilk stiill @ontinued] to Hesatisisony, and e onder of the Govenment of India just
qsted], led me to hope for eonfinmetion in fhe Tndiay Bducational Service when the
Seenstany of St shoulll iissve vl ondens regading the position of officers like me, who
hed e appointad pvioe to e appoiment of Vie Lee Commission, and who had been
deing satisciony work. 1 was therstore e mone swprised wihen in Janvary of 1925,
* Thpmstly thwes montths affter tihe onder of the Govennment of Tadia had been recsived by me,
fhe Govemment of Madhas neduced me to the Madres Educational Sexvice on an initial
silary of Rs. 300 por mensem, when ¢ the time [ was drawing Rs. 500 in the scale of the
LE S Il the this was most sy, paticulady as some officers who had been
appointed to the L. E.S. efier me were allowed to continue in the 1. E. S,, and pointed
ouf the injustice of the treatment which was being given to me, and the considerable
Tardkthiip wibich it invelved, in 2 memonial to the Madras Government; but I was informed
 (6.0.Ko. 918 Law-Edueation dated 1st Jume 1923) that Govemment were unable to accede
(Ehough no reasons were given) to my requests for confirmation in the L. E. S., or for the
grant off 2 higher initial pay in the M. E.S. 1 cannot but think that the decision of the
Government was aniived at withowt taldng into consideration all the facts of the case.

[ 1 confless that 1 am 2t 2 loss to understand why after fwo years and three months
of satistactony work in the Indian Educational Service, at a time when I was entitled to be
 conirmed i that Service, 1 should suddenly have been reduced to 2 lower service which
,_,1Wﬁ@@mempw@@ entering at any time, and my pay cut down by nearly one half. The
mly@mdm@@mwbwhlmc@mewmm@wmmmmﬂmlamnmm
- Madsas Government to be /il to continve in the 1. E. §. 1 cannot realise or

,sbci@two satistactory as to secure sanction fothemomofmy period of service from
sovernment of India, 1 could have understood my reduction if my regime in this
¢ bad been a failure, but 1 do not think it can be considered so from any point of
bave been the Principal of this College ever since 1 was appointed in
ber 1922, and 1 may say without boasting that the College owes to me several
svements which have contributed in no little measure to its efficiency as an
al institution, and the prestige which it possesses in the eyes of the public. The
_lllany,‘- which owes its inception to me, is perhaps the clearest indication of

ment College Mangalore is admittedly one of the very best of its kind in the
in this connection be allowed to draw attention to a personal letter
sent to me by H, E, Lord Willingdon expressing his warm appreciation of
: embudying a message to the students of this College, 1 am confident
1b tjs which I have bgen enabled to pubhsh unul now will stand asa

wihd feel that they constitute in themselves a complete and
harge of inefficiency which may be brought against me. May I
Z,‘,:jud d by “results,” the period of my Principalship has been no less
1924—25 has a remarkable record of progress and good work to
the publw examinations (Secondgry School Leaving Certxﬁcate

iwes ‘us a pass percentage ?f 80; and out of fifty presented
nati‘ twenly-five were declared completely successful, five of

bow it is 1 am suddenly adjndged unfit, when previous reports about my work

- o
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© these being placed in the first class, while a very large number passed in parts. In the

English part of the examination alone, 74% of the total number presented were declared
successful. These figures, I need scarcely add, are considerably higher than the Presidency
Averages for the year. I may also state that the strength of the College classes has nearly
doubled itself this year as the result of my successful administration, in spite of the
fact that several Colleges on the West Coast have been raised to the first-grade and the
additional attraction into those Colleges which this implies. May I also mention in this
connection that when the Madras University was reconstituted under the University Act
in 1923, I was elected to a seat on the Academic Council by the Principals of second-
grade Colleges.

These facts, I submit, speak for themselves. I do not think it can be urged
against me with any show of reason that my work has been inefficient or unsatisfactory.
I believe on the contrary that I have given ample proof not only of the very great interest
which I have taken in my work and the ungrudging labour which I have brought to bear
upon it, but also of the success with which my efforts have been crowned.

~ Ihavesometimes wondered whether it is the class which I obtained in the Oxford
Schools (third) which stands against my entry into the I. E. S. now. I cannot think so for
several reasons. In the first place, becauseit did not stand against my name being approved '
of in 1921 by the Selection Board, who considered me properly qualified and suitable for-
appointment in the I. E. S, and on whose approval my name was registered - for
appointment on the Government of India waiting list. Nor did my class stand against
me on my actual appointment directly to the Indian Educatlonal Service in October 1922.
That being the case, 1 cannot see why it should stand against me in 1925, after over lwo
years of approved service. Moreover it is hardly necessary for me to point out that there
are gentlemen with no higher gﬂéliﬁcations than what I possess, and not a few with
qualifications considerably less, who are at the present moment permanent members
of the Indian Educational Service. However that may be, I may be permitted to state that
the class which I secured at Oxford cannot be considered an index of my real ability. The
accompauying letters (Appendix i) from my tutors and from my warden (Dr, W. A. Spooner)
will show the high estimation in which I was held, and the expectations that were formed
of me. They show that I was one of a brilliant set at Oxford (New College) and that
I was in the running for a first class, which I should have secured, but for a serious illness
to which I was subjected during the greater part of the examination term, and during the
examination itself. I feel therefore that it is not fair to me to argue my class against me
particularly at this stage, after I have served for considerably over two years and shown
my real ability and worth. ; o

My endeavour has been to show that the period of my Principalship in this
College has been a period of continuous and strenuous effort attended with more than
ordinary success, and that a charge of inefficiency, (if ever such a charge is brought
against me), cannot but fall to the ground on a consideration of the facts of the case.
I have endeavoured also to show that my Oxford degree does not represent my true
ability,'and the letters from my tutors vouch for this in no hesitating terms. I am
therefore painfully at a loss to know why this heavy punishment of reduction both
in status and pay should have been laid upon me. Mr. R. Littlehales, in January of 1925,
who was then Director of Public Instruction, assured me in person that I was being put
into the M. E. S. because recruitment to the I. E. S. had been closed under the Secretary
of State’s orders, but that I skould not suffer any loss in pay. As he had always been
extremely kind to me, and always uniformly appreciative of my work, I am confident
that he did not intend that I should suffer by the change. I realised on the other hand
that I had no reason to grumble at the application of what I was made to understand was
a general policy, even though I felt, and still feel, that the fact of my having been .
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the I. E. S, irrespective of the changes mtroduced as the result of the Commissions
recommendations ‘

-1 find however great differences in the treatment meted out to' me and the
‘treatment given to officers similar to myself, In the first place although I was reduced to
the M. E. S. in Janvary of 1925, officers who were appointed to the I, E. S. after
‘my appointment, are still allowed to continue in the I. E, S, (vide Quarterly Civil Lists,
January and April 192 5). Also I learn, that though my request for being given an initial
pay of Rs. 500, while I continued to be in the M. E.S,, instead of Rs. 300 per mensem, was
refused, a similar request from another officer wilh less qualifications than myself
"(P‘Raghavachari, D. E. O., Nellore) whose case was exactly like my own in all respects,
was granted. These do not strike me as the application of a general policy. And since
it seems to me that there is no reason why I should fall into a category by myself,
1 request most respectfully that the same standards of treatment which have been applied
~ to other officers in my position, may also be applied to me.

1 may point out in this connection that senior officers in the M. E. S, can, under
the cxrcumstances, have no reason to object to my being given a salary of Rs. 500 while
"I continue to be in the M. E. 8., since I should have enjoyed that salary in the Superior
& Semce, but for the intervention of the Lee Commission’s recommendations. Zkere are
iinoreover, Jour definile and established precedents in my favour, and none against. And I
may also add that should the established precedent be followed in my case also, it will be
t‘he Iast of 1ts kmd

. May I also be permitted to point out that though I have been compelled to
Jd&‘dw’wénly Rs. 300 per mensem since February of this ‘year, the nature of my work as
rincipal of this College has remained exactly the same. I fail to realise why for the same

.Itnis' not as though the quality of my work had detehorated I have on the

,1ts advancement I do not thmk that there is a smgle person in thlS town or

dlstgict, who, If called upou Will not vouch for my justly earned popularity as

ed in the working of the mstltutlon It s not for me perhaps to speak of these
»'shotﬂd not. under ordmary circumstances have given expression to such
this crisis of my career, when my entire future is threatened with rum, and

COmmdn:jvu'stice to make my position perfectly clear and to establish
‘,gi macy of my clalms I may be permitted in this connection to draw

m_:h Kanara, to Mr. R. G. Grieve, Dlrector of Public Instruction,
ppreciation of my services, and pointing out the inadvisability, in
Co ege,»of my transfer from thjé institution. The Ietter was furnished

appointed before the constitution of the Lee Commission, entitled me to confirmation in
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May I in conclusion be allowed to point out the very serious loss which I shall
sustain should my present distressing condition be perpetuated. Not only shall I lose my
status as an Imperial Service Officer and its attendant privileges, while those in no way
better qualified will continue to enjoy a superior position, but I shall also lose thousands
of rupees every year by my reduction in pay (Appendix V), not to speak of tke inferior
Position in an inferior service which Ishall be forced to occupy. I feel I have done nothing
to merit such treatment, and cannot see why a punishment so heavy and so altogether
unprecedented should be laid upon me, when no grounds whatever for such punishment
can, as I have shown, in any sense, or from any point of view, be brought forward.

I beg therefore, most respectfully, that Your Excellency taking into consideration
all the facts of my case and noting the obvious unfairness of the treatment which has ‘been
given to me, may graciously be moved to see that justice is done.

For which act I shall ever remain grateful.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir, -
Your most respectful, most obedient servant,

GOVERNMENT COLLEGE,
MANGALORE
DATED, AUGUST 121H 1925.

Acting Principal
Government College, Mangalore.
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“ APPENDIX I °

~ NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD,
& ~ SEPT. 5TH 1921.

_D'uring Mr. G. K. Chettur’s residence at New Coilege, I have had him as pupil
sgveral térms and have had very good facilities for judging his capabilities.

‘His essays were always very good pieces of work, and showed real thinking
ower combmed with considerable industry. They compared very favourably with those
of h his contemporanes, though his year contained some of the most brilliant historians in

X f rd""’ 1 never recollect him to have fallen below the high standard of work which he
set fo ﬁlmself and I know that this view is shared by at least one of my colleagues for

I was very disappointed that Mr. Chettur’s class was a Third, and I am
d that the only explanation of this was his bad health during the greater part of
nmer. 'Ihe wark he a]ndl in College was of a much higher standard, and it was

ndw‘f' o bad hezlih and is lower than his real capabilities. He has great powers
r am iom amd shows independence and initiative in his thinking.

(Sd) DAVID OGG,
Fellow and Tutor, New College, Oxford,
Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.

NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD.
AUG. 30TH 192I.

.G K. Chéttur has been my pupil.at intervals during the last three years,
€ d he is seekmg an appointment in the Imperial Educational Service.
) ‘m glvmg my tnbute to his ability. That he was placed in the

(83) L. G. WICKHAM-LEGG,
Fellow and Tutor, New College, Ozford.

£ 3
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KING’'S COLLEGE, LONDON.
SEPT! STITH 1027,

Mr. G. K. Chettur of New College, read with me for the Final Honour School of
Modern History while I was a Fellow and Tutor there, during the years 1919 and 1920.
He took his. Preliminary Examination with credit, and was, I believe, complimented by the
Examiner. The essays which he did for me, especially in the early part of his course,
showed reading and thought, and were decidedly up to the standard of a good Second
Class. He was very anxious (if anything over anxious) to do himself justice, and to give
satisfaction to his tutors; and he was not only interested in his work in History but also in
Literature and Art. I left Oxford a year ago, and I have not seen anything of his work
during the last year of his course. But I know enough of his work to be able to
recommend him for a post in the Educational Service of India, and to say that he will
bring good ability and a lively mind to the Service, if he is appointed to it.

(8d) ERNEST BARKER, M. A., LL. D.,
Principal of King’s College.

NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD.
SEPT. I5TH I192I.

This is to testify that Mr. G. K. Chettur B. A. of New College, has passed four
years as a member of this College and has borne a good character during the course of
them; he has made many friends in College, and has been a leading member of the Indian
Community in Oxford. He leaves Oxford, I believe, with feelings of genuine good will to-
the College and the University, and with many happy memories of the time he has spentat
Ozxford and in England. These memories I trust he will carry with him to India, and
while here, for the advancement of his country, will help to promote those feelings of
amity and good-will which it is to the interest both of England and India should subsist
between them.

Mr. Chettur is a man of ability who possesses much power of expression. He
is a really good historian, has read widely in English Literature, and has produced poems
in English which are praised and appreciated by those qualified to judge. 1 think his
knowledge and power of vivid expression should make him a really good teacher, while
his knowledge of England on the one hand, and his sympathy with Indian ideals on the
other, should commend him to his pupils. I look forward to his having an useful and
distinguished career in the Educational Service which he wishes to enter.

In the early part of his course, Mr. Chettur obtained distinction in the History
Previous Examination and was specially complimented by the examiners on the
excellence of his work. In the Final Schools he obtained only a Third Class, but this I
think was mainly due to his suffering from ill-health at the time of the examination. At
any rate my belief is that he was unable at the time to do himself justice and that his
class does not represent the ability which he possesses.

(81) W. A. SPOONER, D. D.,
Varden of New College, Oxford.




APPENDIX II

éopy of letter from M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur ). Subba Rao, President, District
\ Board, Souf/z Kanara, to Mr. R. G. Grieve, M. 4, Direclor of Public IJnstruction,
; Madras

MANGALORE.

: MARCH 1925,
DEAR MR. GRIEVE,

I retured from Madras lést week after attending a meeting of the Senate, and the

first thing I was informed of was that our popular and highly esteemed Principal

Mr. G. K. Chettur, is under orders of transfer from the Government College. This has

given me cause not only for much surprise, but also great concern, from the point of view

of the interests of the College, which are bound to suffer by the transfer of Mr.
 Chettur.

, You know the deep interest which I take in the welfare of our College. I am
'-,an old student myself, and I have been identified with the institution, in one way or
nother, and always intimately, for over a period of 30 years. In recent years, I have
en pamed to watch the repeated set-backs which the  College has received owmg
o frequent changes of the head of the institution, For the last two years and a half,
however, we have had for Principal a gentleman who has inspired us all with the most
perfect confidence in his capacity to administer the affairs of the College successfully.
G. K. Chettur has won for himself the deep regard of the Mangalore Public, and is
rsally held in the highest esteem. He has made a name as a scholar and as a teacher
f distinction, and 1 have no hesitation in saying that he is one of the most popular
pals we have ever had. His learmng, his tact, his sympathy, his consideration,
d with his firmness in matters of discipline, have inspired one and all with respect
| as admiration. 4 4 ‘

: The College owes to him many signal improvements. He has started a Dramatic
ety which _ié_doing splendid work, as also a Boy Scout Troop. The College is indebted
‘Magazine of which it may well be proud, for the like is not I believe to be
ere else in India. "I‘I'le various College activities have received under his

utlon, eSpemally in matters scholastic, literary and histrionic.

he>‘ty;p,e_of man we want ai'the.head of our institution, and we do not

‘hi,m,v'now we have got him. Intwo years and a half, he has done very

ege, and I should like to see him continue for another couple of years

‘may be; enabled to complete the work to which he has so ungrudgingly
and ablllty '

d alsp that Mr.‘ Chettur whose app0intment was in the I. E.S. has
he M. E. S., and that this has been done on the score of his unfitness
S If this is so, I can only infer that there has been a very serious
rehensxon of the nature and quality of Mr. Chettur’'s work. Mr.
of no con mon abxhty, and he has devoted himself entirely to the mterests

.verybody, and that he has infused a new and valuable spirit altogether |

\"( v/

£ i

= e S

Further, I1do not think there is any onc in this district who, will deny the dlstmgulshed and
disinterested work he has rendered in the College, and in the cause of Education, or who
does not deeply regret the unmerited loss he has sustained in the Department, or the loss
they themselves are certain to sustain by his transfer.

May I therefore request you to be so good as not to transfer Mr. Chettur from
Mangalore, and also to see that there is no misapprehension on the part of anybody in
regard either to his capacity or his efficiency, by which he may suffer in the Department.
I look forward not only to his order of transfer being cancelled, but also to his speedy

reinstatement in the I. E, S. of which I am convinced he will continue to be a shining

ornament,

Yours sincefely,
(8d) N. SUBBA RAO.




G 0. No. 918 Law (€ducation), a'afeé‘ st June 1925

Order :—

, ent aré uha_bl‘e
Educational Service, or for the
vice. T

‘M. R. Ry. G. K. Chettur should be informed that the Governm
to accede to his requests for confirmation in the Indian
el el 2 e grant of a higher initial pay in the Madras Educational Ser
gemgorig AL G L

G S | . ‘.“Jiz L § G % i
af rqnql S.eryxce for a

(By order of the Government, Ministry of Education).
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APPENDIX V

Statement showing Loss ,of Fay in the M. €. S. at the end of 26 years
of Service.— Colal loss 1,08,000. (One lakh and eight thousand rupees).

‘ | Yo (PO | Topermenen | permemen | Yeary s n Rupees
st 400

9nd 450 ;
3rd 500 300 200 9,400
4th 550 395 995 9,700
,  5th 600 350 250 3,000
: 6th 600 a6 225 9,700
Tth 650 400 250 3,000
e 8th 700 495 275 3,300
9th 750 450 300 3,600
10th 800 475 325 . 3,900
11th 850 500 350 4,200
b 12¢h 900 R0 Rl e is50 4,200
13th 950" 600 ' 350 4,200
i . o 1,000 650 350 4,200
15th 1,000 700 300 3,600
1 16th 1,050 750 300 3,600
17th 1,100 800 300 3,600
18th 1,150 800 350 4,200
| ' 19th 1,200 800 - 400 4800
‘ s  90th 1,250 800 450 5,400
N © 9lst 1,250 800 450 5,400
929nd 1,300 800 500 6,000
i i ' 93:d 1,350 800 550 6,600
5 o 94th 1,400 800 600 7,200
i - . 9sth 1450 800 650 7,800
: 26th : 1,500 800 700 8,400

Total ... 108000 |

" Acting Principal
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From

M. R. Ry. Govinda Krishna Chettur Avergal, M. A. (Oxon.),
\ Acting Principal, |

Government College, Mangalore.

To

H. E. Viscount Goschen of Hawkhurst, c.c.xx, c.5.x,

Governor of Madras, -
(FORT ST. GEORGE).
G

‘

WA

The Director of Public Instruction, Madras.

- Through

Ao

SIR,

I beg to place before you for your favourable consideration the following-facfs
concerning myself and my position in the Educational Department. I do so in the hoﬁe:
that an impartial statement of my claims and the very definite sense of grievance which I ¢
entertain will secure for me a reconsideration of G. O. No. 918 Law (Education), dated'z;
1st June 1925, (Appendix 1IID), which I feel certain was arrived at without all the facts-—'
of the case being taken into consxderatlon.

I am a first-class (En’glish) graduate of the University of Madras, and an

“Honours gradvate (History) of the University of Oxford. On my return from Englaﬁd o
(October 1921), I applied for a post in the Indian Educational Service, and my name was
‘approved of by the Selection Board as fit for such an appointment, and registered on the =
list of suitable applicants to posts in the I. E. S., maintained by the Government of India.
‘There being no vacancy at the time, I was informed that I should be appointed wh
suitable vacancy arose. ThlS did not happen%r quite ten . months, anﬁﬁhouh 1 wasmo;e
than once offered : an ap_pomtmeW in the Madras Educational Servics, I refused such offers

B A ST

ana was content to waxt feelmg not only that my quahﬁcatlons entltled me to somethmg

R

future appointment to theI E.S. Finally, in September 1922, I was appointed directly
to the Indian Educational Service, and after a period of nearly a month’s training, posted
to this College as (acting) Principal. At the end of six months, my work evidently having
been found satisfactory, I was recommended by the Government of Madras for a year’s
extension, which was sanctioned by the Government of India. (G. O, No. Mis. 782 Law
(Education) Department, dated 7 —6--1923—Appendix II1a). At the end of that year,
that is‘at the end of 18 months of service, my work continuing to be satisfactory, 1 was
again recommended by the Government of Madras for a further extension of six ‘months
‘in the service, which the Government of India were once more pleased to sanction
(G. 0. No. 419 Mis. Law (Education) Department dated 19—3—1924—Appendix IIIB)
Bl ‘When these six months were over I had completed two years of service in the Department,
‘and was ripe for confirmation. When however my papers were sent up to th
Government" of Indla at the end of these two years, that is in October of 1924, owingi (8




the recommendations of the Lee Commission regardmg prov1nc1ahsat10n of the All
India Services, the Government of India, as a temporary measure, were pleased to
sanction my officiating appointment in the 1. E. S. from 23rd October 1924 until further
“orders (G. O. No. 1713 Mis. Law (Education), 7—1 1— 1924—Appendix I1Ic). Obviously
my work still continued to be satisfactory, and the order of the Government of India just
quoted, led me to hope for confirmation in the Indian Educational Service when the
Secretary of State should issue final orders regarding the position of officers like me, who
had been appointed prior to the appointment of the Lee Commission, and who had been
doing satisfactory work. I was therefore the more surprised when in January of 1925,
barely three months after the order of the Government of India had been received by me,
the Government of Madras reduced me to the Madras Educational Service on an initial
salary of Rs. 300 per mensem, when at the time I was drawing Rs. 500 in the scale of the
B S. I felt that this was most unfair, particularly as some officers who had been
- appointed to the I. E. S. affer me were allowed to continue in the I. E.S., and pointed
out the injustice of the treatment which was being given to me, and the considerable
hardshlp which it involved, in a memorial to the Madras Government; but I was informed
(G. O No. 918 Law-Education dated 1st June 1925) that Government were unable to accede
(though no reasons were given) to my requests for confirmation in the I. E. S, or for the
-: grant of a higher initial pay in the M.E.S. I cannot but think that the decision of the
Government was arrived at without taking into consideration all the facts of the case.

‘ : 'I_'confess_that I am at a loss to understand why after ‘fwo years and three months
of satisfactory work in the Indian Educational Service, at a time when I was entitled to be
onfirmed in that Service, I should suddenly have been reduced to a lower service which
er contemplated entering at any time, and my pay cut down by nearly one ka{f The

een_so satlsfactory as to secure sanction for e*ctensmns of my period of service from
wvernment of India. I could have understood my reduction if my 7egime in this
ge had been a failure, but I do not think it can be considered so from any point of
. I have been the Principal of this College ever since I was appointed in
Jotober 1922, and I may say without boasting that the College owes to me several
ovements which have contributed in no little measure to its efficiency as an
ational institution, and the prestige which it possesses in the eyes of the public. The
Jollege Miscellany, which owes its inception to me, is perhaps the clearest indication of
he deep and wholehearted interest which I have always taken in the welfare of the
:g'llege, ‘and it is a matter of no little personal satisfaction to know that this organ
f the Government College Mangalore is admittedly one of the very best of its kind in the
ountry; I may in this connection be allowed to draw attention to a personal letter
(Appendix IV) sent to me by H. E. Lord Willingdon expressing his warm appreciation of
the M’ggazine, and embodying a message to the students of this College. I am confident
fhat{.th’e four numbers which I have been enabled to publish until now will stand as a
n anent record of my successful administration of this institution and of my unsparing
',‘t‘a‘on::to its interests. I feel that they constitute in themselves a complete and
cient answer to any charge of inefficiency which may be brought against me. May 1
out that judged by “results,” the period of my Principalship has been no Tess
"i['he.‘year 1924—25 has a remarkable record of progress and good work to
. and in the public examinations (Secondary School Leaving Certificate
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these being placed in the first class, while a very large number passed in parts. In the
English part of the examination alone, 74% of the total number presented were declared
successful. These figures, I need scarcely add, are considerably higher than the Presidency
Averages for the year. I may also state that the strength of the College classes has nearly
doubled itself this year as the result of my successful administration, in spite of the
fact that several Colleges on the West Coast have been raised to the first-grade and the
additional attraction into those Colleges which this implies. May 1 also mention in this
connection that when the Madras University was reconstituted under the University Act
in 1923, I was elected to a seat on the Academic Council by the Principals of second-

grade Colleges.

These facts, I submit, speak for themselves. I do not think it can be urged
against me with any show of reason that my work has been inefficient or unsatisfactory.
I believe on the contrary that I have given ample proof not only of the very great interest
which I have taken in my work and the ungrudging labour which I have brought to bear
upon it, but also of the success with which my efforts have been crowned.

I have sometimes wondered whether it is the class which I obtained in the Oxford

 Schools (third) which stands against my entry into the I. E. S. now. I cannot think so for

several reasons. In the first place, because it did not stand against my name being approved
of in 1921 by the Selection Board, who considered me properly qualified and suitable for
appointment in the I. E. S, and on whose approval my name was registered for
appointment on the Government of India waiting list. Nor did my class stand against
me on my actual appointment directly to the Indian Educational Service in October 1922.
That being the case, I cannot see why it should stand against me in 1925, after over two
years of approved service. Moreover it is hardly necessary for me to point out that there
are gentlemen with no higher qualifications than what I possess, and not a few with
qualifications considerably less, who are at the present moment permanent members
of the Indian Educational Service. However that may be, I may be permitted to state that
the class which I secured at Oxford cannot be considered an index of my real ability. The
accompanying letters (Appendix I) from my tutorsand from my warden (Dr. W. A. Spooner) :
will show the high estimation in which I was held, and the expectations that were formed
of me. They show that I was one of a brilliant set at Oxford (New College) and that
I was in the running for a first class, which I should have secured, but for a serious illness
to which I was subjected during the greater part of the examination term, and during the
examination itself. I feel therefore that it is not fair to me to argue my class against me
particularly at this stage, after I have served for considerably over two years and shown

my real ability and worth.

My endeavour has been to show that the period of my Principalship in this
College has been a period of continuous and strenuous effort attended with more than
ordinary success, and that a charge of inefficiency, (if ever such a charge is brought
against me), cannot but fall to the ground on a consideration of the facts of the case.
I have endeavoured also to show that my Oxford degree does not represent.my true
ability, and the letters from my tutors vouch for this in no hesitating terms. I am
therefore painfully at a loss to know why this heavy punishment of reduction both
in status and pay should have been laid upon me. Mr. R. Littlehales, in January of 1925,
who was then Director of Public Instruction, assured me in person that I was being put
into the M. E. S. because recruitment to the 1. E. S, had been closed under the Secretary
of State’s orders, but that 1 should not suffer any loss in pay. As he had always been

"extremely kind to me, and always uniformly appreciative of my work, I am confident

that he did not intend that I should suffer by the change. I realised on the other hand
that I had no reason to grumble at the application of what I was made to understand was
a general policy, even though I felt, and still feel, that the fact of my having beven




‘appointed before the constitution of the Lee Commission, entitled me to confirmation in
the I. E. S, irrespective of the changes mtroduced as the result of the CommlsSmns
: recommendatlons

I find however great differences in the treatment meted out to me and the
~ treatment given to officers similar to myself. In the first place although I was reduced to
the M. E. S. in January of 1925, officers who were appointed to the 1. E. S. after
‘my appointment, are still allowed to continue in the I. E. S. (vide Quarterly. Civil Lists,
January and April 1925). Also I learn, that though my request for being given an initial
pay of Rs. 500, while I continued to be in the M. E.S,, instead of Rs. 300 per mensem, was
refused a similar request from another officer with less qualifications than myself
 (P. Raghavachari, D. E. O., Nellore) whose case was exactly like my own in all respects,
- was granled. These do not strike me as the apphcatlon of a general policy. And since
it seems ‘to me that there is no reason Whv 1 chould fall into a category by myself
o1 request most respectfully that the same standards of treatment Wthh have been apphed
to other officers in my posmon, may also be apphed to me.

1 may point out in this connectlon that senior ofﬁcers in the M. E. S. can, under
the circumstances, have no reason to ob_]ect to my belng glven a salary of Rs. 500 while
i contmue to be in the M. E. S., since I should have enjoy ed that salary in the Superior
Servlce, but for the intervention “of the Lee Commlssmn s recommendations. Z/kere are
moreover, four definile and establzshed precedents in my /avour, and none against. And I
_may also add that should the estabhshed precedent be followed in my case also, it will be
',‘the last of i its kmd

Mav I also be permltted to point out that though I have been compelled to
draw only Rs. 300 per mensem since February of this year, the nature of my work as
Pnnmpal of this College has remained exactly the same, I fail to realise why for the same
 work performed under exactly the same conditions, 1 should now be pald little over half
J my former salary '

: " It is not as though the quality of my work had deteriorated. I have on the
“other hand given of my very best to the College, and done so ungrudgingly ; laboured in
its interests with wholehearted devotion; entered enthusiastically into schemes for
romoting its advancement. I do not think that there is a single person in this town or
1 this district, who, if called upon will not vouch for my justly earned popularity as
'noipal,‘. for,my, unflagging interest in its welfare, for my successful and smooth
,a‘nagevment of its affairs, and for the esteem in which I am held by all those who are
nterested in the_ > working of the institution. It is not for me perhaps to speak of these
hings, and I should not under ordinary circumstances have given expression to such
eelmgs, ‘but in this crisis of 1 my career, when my entire future is threatened with ruin, and
-my conﬁdent hopes and ambitions in danger of being dashed to the ground, I feel
e 1t to myself in common ]ustxce to make my position perfectly clear and to establish

1o small measure, the cancellation of my orders of transfer referred

ess and leg1t1macy of my clalms 1 may be permitted in this connection to draw

i
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May I in conclusion beallowed to point out the very serious loss which I shall
sustain should my present distressing condition be perpetuated. Not only shall I lose my
status as an Imperial Service Officer and its attendant privileges, while those in no way
better qualified will continue to enjoy a superior position, but I shall also lose thousands
of tupees every year by my reduction in pay (Appendix V), not to speak of ke inferior
position in an inferior service which I shall be forced to occupy. I feel I have done nothing
to merit such treatment, and cannot see why a punishment so heavy and so altogether
unprecedented should be laid upon me, when no grounds whatever for such punishment
can, as I have shown, in any sense, or from any point of view, be brought forward.

I beg therefore, most respectfully, that Your Excellency taking into consideration
all the facts of my case and noting the obvious unfairness of the treatment which has been
given to me, may graciously be moved to see that justice is done.

"For which act I shall ever remain grateful.

I have the honour to remain,
Sir,
Your most respectful, most obedient servant,

~ &\L {
GOVERNMENT COLLEGE,

Acting Principal
Government College, Mangalore.

MANGALORE
DATED, AUGUST 12TH 1925.

ENCLOSURES :—

APPENDIX I.-
" APPENDIX II.
APPENDIX III.
APPENDIX IV.

APPENDIX V.



APPENDIX I

_ NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD,
. : . SEPT. 5TH 1921.

During Mr. G. K. Chettur’s residence at New College, I have had him as pupil
- several terms and have had very good facilities for judging his capabilities.

. His essays were always very good pieces of work, and showed real thinking
vpower‘combined with considerable indusfry. They compared very favourably with those
oflus contemporaries, though his year contained some of the most brilliant historians in
‘Oxford. I never recollect him to have fallen below the high standard of work which he
set for himself, and I know that this view is shared by at least one of my colleagues for
.whom he did essays.

1 was very dlsappomted that Mr. Chettur’s class was a Third, and I am
'eonvmced that the only explanatlon of this was- his bad health during the greater part of
this summer. The work he did in College was of a much higher standard, and it was
rga::ded as quite posmble that he might get a First, or at least a good Second. |

; ul msh therefore to recommend Mr. Chettur on the ground that h1s class in
Schools is. ¢ to bad health and is lower than his real capabilities. He has great powers
) rk andeoqpeptnatxoﬁand shows independence and initiative in his thinking.

(Sd) DAVID OGG,
Fellow and Tutor, New College, Oxford,
Fellow of the Royal Historical Sociely.

NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD.
AvuG. 30TH 1921.

. Mr. G K Chettur has been my pup11 at intervals during the last three years,

in the Hlstory Schools in 1921 at Oxford was due more to his misfortune
"'ng else, as he was unwell at the time, and from the papers of his that I saw
ination, I can say that he certainly did not do himself justice. He is a man
or 1mself writes good English, and can express himself clearly, and should I
bd *teacher.‘ :

er some years experlence of teachlng students from Indla, I can say that

(Sd) L. G. WICKHAM-LEGG,
- Fellow and Tutor, New College, Oxford.

1 understand he is seeking an appointment in the Impenal Educational Service.
: uch plgasure in giving my tribute to his ability. That he was placed in the

i
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KING’'S COLLEGE, LONDON.
SEPT. 1 LFH 1927,

Mr. G. K. Chettur of New College, read with me for the Final Honour School of
Modern History while I was a Fellow and Tutor there, during the years 1919 and 1920.
He took his Preliminary Examination with credit, and was, I believe, complimented by the
Examiner. The essays which he did for me, especially in the early part of his course,
showed reading and thought, and were decidedly up to the standard of a good Second
Class. He was very anxious (if anything over anxious) to do himself justice, and to give
satisfaction to his tutors; and he was not only interested in his work in History but also in
Literature and Art. Ileft Oxford a year ago, and I have not seen anything of his work
during the last year of his course. But I know enough of his work to be able to
recommend him for a post in the Educational Service of India, and to say that he will
bring good ability and a lively mind to the Service, if he is appointed to it.

(Sd.) ERNEST BARKER, M. A., LL. D.;
Principal of King’s College.

NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD.
SEPT. 15TH 1921,

This is to testify that Mr. G. K. Chettur B. A. of New College,'has passed four
years as a member of this College and has borne a good character during the course of :
them; he has made many friends in College, and has been a leading member of the Indian
Community in Oxford. He leaves Oxford, I believe, with feelings of genuine good will to
the College and the University, and with many happy memories of the time he has spent at
Ozxford and in England. These memories I trust he will carry with him to India, and
while here, for the advancement of his country, will help to promote those feelings of
amity and good-will which it is to the interest both of England and India should subsist
between them.

Mr. Chettur is a man of ability who possesses much power of expressibn. “He
is a really good historian, has read widely in English Literature, and has produced poems
in English which are praised and appreciated by those qualified to judge. I think his
knowledge and power of vivid expression should make him a really good teacher, while
his knowledge of England on the one hand, and his sympathy with Indian ideals on the
other, should commend him to his pupils. I look forward to his having an useful and
distinguished career in the Educational Service which he wishes to enter.

In the early part of his course, Mr. Chettur obtained distinction in the History
Previous Examination and was specially complimented by the examiners on  the
excellence of his work. In the Final Schools he obtained only a Third Class, but this I
think was mainly due to his suffering from ill-health at the time of the examination. At
any rate my belief is that he was unable at the time to do himself justice and that his
class does not represent the ability which he possesses. .

(8d) W. A. SPOONER, D. D.,
Warden of New College, Oxford.




APPENDIX II

- Copy of lefter from M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur ). Subba Rao, President District
 Board, South Xanara, to Mr. R. G Grieve . A, Direclor of Public Instruction,
 Madras. : ; :
. ' MANGALORE.

b ' MARCH 1925.
'DEAR MR. GRIEVE, :

I 'rétured from Madras last week after attending a meeting of the Se;late, and the
first thing 1 was informed of was that our popular and highly esteemed Principal
M G K Chettur, is under orders of transfer from the Government College. This has
i(’é"i'v»éan me cause not only for much surprise, but also great concern, from the point of view

Chettur. : ‘ '

old student rﬁyself, and I have been identified with the institution, in one way or
another, and always intimately, for over a period of- 30 years. In recent years, I have

: ~ You know the deep interest which I take in the welfare of our College. I am
“an old

o frequent changes of the head of the institution. For the last two years and a half,
, we have had for Principal a gentleman who has inspired us all with the most
erfect confidence in his capacity to administer the affairs of the College successfully.
Mr. G. K. Chettur has won for himself the deep regard of the Mangalore Public, and is

ersally held in the highest esteem, He has made a name as a scholar and 25 a teacher
c,t,lpn,,;"a,ilzvdﬂhl have no hesitation in saying that he is one of the most popular
'igglbs" yvgial!}@vg,exgqrv,hgd. His learning, his tact, his éympathy, his consideration,
ined with his_ firmness in matters of discipline, have inspired one and all with respect
S : ;

7 Tﬁeiéb;llpge owes to him many signal improvements. He has started a Dramatic
z;;which; i§’d§iﬁg éplénd’i‘d work, as also a Boy Scout Troop. The College is indebted
or a Magazine of which it may well be proud, for the like is not I believe to be
ere_élse in India. The various College activities have received under his
"’a,;;pew and vigorous lease of life; and in athletic and sporting matters his
nd enthusiasm have set a most salutary example. I am not exaggerating
when I say that Mr. Chettur has given the College a very considerable prestige
of véry;bbdy,‘ and that he has infused a new and valuable spirit altogether
‘ .txqii; t_e‘spebially in matters scholastic, literary and histrionic. -

e type of man we want at the head of our institution, and we do not
him, now we have got him, In two years and a half, he has done very

llege, and I'should like to see him continue for another couple of years
may be enabled to complete the work to which he has so ungrudgingly

and ability.
‘also that Mr. Chettur whose appointment was in the 1. E. S. has
o the M.E. S, and that this has been done on the score of his unfitness
.E.S. Ifthis is so, I can only infer that there has been a very serious
égpg,eheg,sion,_qf the nature and quality of Mr. Chettur’s work., Mr.
ommon ability, and he has devoted himself entirely to the interests
it has proved, remarkable success. 1 have watched his career right
, and 1 say what I have said in all sincerity and good faith.

- of the interests of the College, which are bound to suffer by the transfer of Mr.

been pained to watch the repeated set-backs which the College has received owing |
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Further, I do not think there is any one in this district who will deny the distinguished and
disinterested work he has rendered in the College, and in the cause of Education, or who

does not deeply regret the unmerited loss he has sustained in the Department, or the loss
they themselves are certain to sustain by his transfer.

May I therefore request you to be so good as not to transfer Mr. Chettur from
Mangalore, and also to see that there is no misapprehension on the part of anybody in
regard either to his capacity or his efficiency, by which he may suffer in the Department.
I look forward not only to his order of transfer being cancelled, but also to his speedy - :

reinstatement in the I. E. S. of which I am convinced he will continue to be a shining
ornament,

Yours sincerely,
(Sd.) N. SUBBA RAO.
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cting Principal, Government College,
ia have sanctioned the continuance of

ctor of Public Instruction, Madras,

G O. Vo. 918 Law (€ducation), ‘dated Ist June 1925.

Order :—

‘M. R. Ry. G. K. Chettur should be informed that the Government are unable
to accede to his requests for confirmation in the Iuc +n Educational Servicg, or for the
grant of a higher initial pay in the Madras Educational Service. i

(By order of the Government, Ministry of Education).

(Sd). V. T. KRISHNAMA ACHARIYAR,
; : Secretary to Government.

Communicated as per Proceedings of the Director of Public Instruction, Madras,
Dis. No. 2241/25 dated gth June 1925.




APPENDIX \4
Statement showing Loss of Pay in the M. €. S. at the end of 26 years
o/ Service.— Cotal loss 1,08, 000 (One /akb and eight fbousand rupees).

Difference :
- Pay pe <
Year iny tE e'r Itngnsgm ‘€:§§:1ﬁm%’s§’? per mensem Yearly loss in Rupees

in Rupees

st 400
ond 450
3rd 500 9400
4th 550 ' 0 a0
5th 600 oy 1 3,000
6th 600 | . 2,700

Tth 650 | 3,000

8th 700 ' 3,300

9th 750 4 _ 3,600
10th 800 _ b 3,900
iith , 850 500 il 4,200
Tl 900 \ . 4200
13th 950 T ) hos 50 , 4,200
R 000 : - ‘ £,900
15th 1,000 i _ ool 3,600
WGt 1050 o | , i
R g : o 3,600
18th 1,150 8 ‘ 4,200
19th 1,200 pid 4,800
90th 1,250 , 5,400
91st 1,950 b i ‘ 5,400
99nd 1,300 . D ' 6,000
99vd b 1350 - 6,600
94th 1,400 600 7,200
95th 1,450 7,800
g6il 1,500 ' . 8,400
1,08,000
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