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haz:ehe vern 'oulur medmm and examnatlon f

we are in sy with the spirif of the

ed by Mr. Satyamurti we refrain from recommending

vernaculars as the compulsory media of instruetion in

in view the impending re-organization of the Secondary
recommend, however, that the question of introducing
'ulsm'y medmm may be kept in v1ew when tbe school

¢ Board has in 1ts meetmg dated 3lst M areh 1924

8 not at present feasible.
hile the Board recogunises the many advantages tha.t would
non.language subjects through the medium of an Indian
ot out that i districts such as the Chingleput alstm,t in
re used it would be impracticable to impart instruction

ernaculars and the board therefore depreeates the 1dea. of

] oppulsory ‘ b

anara.—That in view of half a dozen mgther tongues being

ot and other local difficulties, this Board is of opinion that there

; as regards any par‘meulax language being employed as.
n and exammaﬁmn—— carrxed bv 8 agamst o

on tixat 1o changt, in the emstmg
5t ,_etwn‘ e
af there is a ]arge di erg
‘whole Presidenay, but throu
he abeve epitome of the resolutions
Boards their opinions in a graduated seale p
of a board which is unanimously :
ein adopted and at the other end
- opposed to any of Mr. SBatyamurti’s
: cathe yoards being arrauged in th
3 .into ,each oth@r,

.bptxoﬁ——to who te _
, yet another board would exclude sciene:
ysch .ls in bﬂmgual areas is m
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chgice of the medium
from any sound
‘send his child t

astruction to be adopted and it refrains from departing
tenet. The freedom of the parent lies in his liberty to
ol he pleases, in the power he possesses over the manage-
1¢ control of district boards and municipal eoancils and in
ble to bring to bear on the management of schoals under
he question of the vernacular of instruction has been discussed
ber and was even so recently as a month ago at the Universities
la pla ght at the end of the agenda paper. It was not given
discussion since a diseussion on this subject is interminable

an d d work should be done and decisions on important
niversity matters . be come to. ‘The question of medium of instruction
18 one upon which the veluble exponent will spend hours laying forth his views and
endeavouring to convince his opponent who is equally decided never to be convinced.
There is no en discussions although the pros and cons of each add every side
“have been state: mently. The solution to be adopted at any time is a compro=
‘mise and o

discarded in the adoption of the compromise. No such prineiple
in the propesed resolution.”

orms IV, V and VI should be made gradually, a commencement
1V form so that it would take three years to complete the

nade in the
oh | ; _
10. 1 bave not referred in detail in this letter to the Report of the Calentta
University Commission.  Its remarks on the medium of instruetion and examination
will be fcund mainly in Chapters XVIII and XLI of the Report. Its conelusions
owever may, for purposes of reference, be summarized here. While the Commission
had as 8 general aim the making of the educated elasses bilingual in English and
a vernacular, it laid stress on the continued necessity of improving the vernaculars,
through which the results of Western ag well as of Eastern knowledge can alone be
eonveyed to the masses of the people. The Commission advised— ,
(1) The medium of instruction and examination in the intermediate colleges
the Universily st
elassical langaages

 and in
. the

L Ui -
(2) The vernacular should be used in g%neral throughont the high schools,

years of the conrse, should be condueted in English. ,

_candidates should be permitted to answer either in the vernacular or in English,
~ compulsory ‘ ’
Memorandam No. 3127/B-1, Law (Education), dated 8th December 1924.

- mendation of the Seeondary Education Reorganization Cpmumittee on the subject of
- the adoption of yernaculars as media of instruction in forms IV to VI in secondary
 sehools may be accepted. The Director is requested to submit proposals for giving
effect to the recommendation after consulting the Academie Council of the University,
inecesary. oo
S V. T. KnisunaMa AQHARIVAR,
Seeretary to Government.

W | |

s the Dirgetor of Public Tnstruation.

. 1o Government, Law (Education) Department, dated Madras, the 9th September 192
/R.0.C. No. {82-D/24. BT T

"With reference to Governrﬁent Memorandum N
F avithe Reorganization of Secondary Education, on the subject of the adoption of
: eulars as media of instruction in Forms IV, V and V1 of secondary 3"1@91&1
n continuation of my letter R.0.C. No. 82-D/24, dated 19th Ma ‘ 9, I hav

 exeept for the teaching of English and of mathematies, which, during the last four

 Letter from R. G. Grieve, Esq., m.a., Acting Djreciar of Pablic Instruction, to the Secretarg;
i i

, l., 3127/B-1, dated 8th Decem-
1924, calling for proposals to give effect to the reecémmendations of the Committee

f xpediency with the proviso that no fundamental educational

that the transition from English to Vernacular instruction in some

.

hould be English (except in dealing with the vernacular and

(3) At the “high school examination ’/ (cerresponding to the Matriculation)
- except in the subject of English and of mathematios in which English should be;j

AT it

The Govéfgnniénﬁ sigree with the Director of Puablic Instruction that the reo(im;
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: .Esq., 1.4., Director of ublio Instruoﬁon, o the Seoretary
aw (Education) Departwent, @atad Madras, .the 5th Novembex 1924

‘}m,al Leg;’slat'valeeuncxl by Hg 8. Satyamzxrtz as md:- -
"at meeﬁmxgs of the Boards, are as f‘,ll‘ W, ‘

gata :
: the non-lanouacre snhjects an _

o

T

dapah. -—-The Board by a ‘majoﬂ'iy is‘ in tavom- of the proPosa}
jotwithstanding the practxoal financial difficulties exlstm‘ i th
T8 were present. e
urnool.~~The majority of the membe
s #,g)arted in the. vernaen}ar the







e 72\ 57
) N W\

! 7

|

J 1 s,
i {ih g : A :
Bl : : >

No. 1851, Law (Epvcarion), 27t Oorosrr 1925 73 3

v} . ~ which several vernaculars are used it would be impracticable to impart instruetion
- ; o only through any of the vernaculars and the board therefore deprecates the idea of
A ©  making such instruction eompulsory.

/ : : ; (21) South Kanara.—That in view of half a dozen mother tongues being

0 ”, prevalent in the district and other local diffieulties, this board is of opinion that there
/ B ought to be no compulsion as regards any particular language being employed as

S e

, it ; the medium of instruetion and examination— carried by 8 against 1.
z i * Rao Bahadur Subba'Rao moved ; — : ;
i : _ (1) that the medium of instruction should be the vernacular of the district
up to the III form except in institutions where they are exempted by the Direcior

j E of Public Instruction ;
o ! | % 04l .. (2) that the said medium may be optional from IV to VI forms ;
/ i N BX ~~ (3) that the public examination may be held both in English and the

1 vernacular, and that the English language will be continued to be taught,
] i ' These resolations were not seconded.
} (22) Malabar. —The board is of opinion that vernaculars need not be made
& compulsory medium of instruction. "
" (28) North Arert.—The majority is not in favour of the resolution (of
Mr. Satyamurti)—carried by 4 against 3.
(21) Souih Arcot.—This board is of opinion that no. change in the existing”
, i ; rules is necessary regarding the medium of instruction. 3
i ' ' 8. From the above resolutions it will be seen that there is a large divergence of
4 : opinion on the subject not only throughout, the whole Presidency, but throughout
individual districts. T have arranged in the above epitome of the resolutions of the
District Secondary Education Boards their opinions in a graduated scale placing at
one end of the scale the opinion of a board which is unanimously in favour of
Mr. Satyamurti’s proposals being adopted and at the other end of the scale the
opinion of a bjard which is opposed to any of Mr. Satyamurti’s proposals being

. ’ adopted, the opinion of the other boards being arranged in the intervening space so
i that they approximately merge into each other, the opinions which. are least
/ ! disgimilar being placed in adjoining sub-paragraphs, ‘

4. One board merely approves of the prineiples of Mr. Satyamurti’s resolution,
another board requires exemption to be given to individuals and to schools, a third
board would give an option—to whom ig not stated—in teaching and examining
science subjects, yet another hoard would exclude science subjects and bilingual
schools—presumably schools in bilingual areas is meant—from Mr. Satyamurti’s

_ resolution. A few boards are in favour of the gradual adoption of Mr. Satyamurti’s
proposals, the graduation being suggested in time, in subjects and in stages of
instruction by different boards, yet another board would desire the resolution to be
made applicable only to nonjuniversity students though it is well known that there

T 18 no clear line of demarcation between the embryo university student and non-
university student in the majority of high school classes. One hoard would make

. : j . "the application of the resolution optional to students, another would make its appli- h

it _ ‘ ' ) :  oation eptional to teachers; one board does not apparently desire to express a defi-

f : : nite opinion upon the matter referred to it, though the president expresses a strong

opinion. One board would merely keep the objeot of the resolution in view, while

several boards point ont that the adoption of the resolution is not feasible ; some

eall attention to the large number of vernaculars in use, several vernaculars bging in

‘ current use in some districtg, 1n particular in South Kanara and in Chinglep{it. Not

only is there no unanimity of opinion on the question, but there is no clear majority

. 1in favour of Mr, Satyamurti’s resolution. ; .

e R ¢ 5. It is educationally obvious that instruction and examination must go hand in o

hand, so that if instruction in any subject is given in the vernacular the examination ’?7*1

,~
-

. should be held in the vernacular. If the instruction is given in English the@;//'
W ‘ : nation should be held in English. -

6. The existing rule on the subject of the medium of instruction in high schools
is Madras Educational Rule No. 69, which runs as follows :— :
- ~.¢.A,;ifngg,{g@gg{_Sﬂ(ﬁ)M@pOl;/ should Iunless they have obtained the permission of / 7
the District Educational Officer to-do otherwise, adopt the vernacular of the pupils
as the medium of instruction up to and inoluding the III form ¥
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