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nile courts—Non-offisial agency to assist their working.

dated 5th February 1925.

dian Associatio
memorandum on the establishment o juvenile court for Madras City. The subject
was also discussed at a conference at which Mrs. Hume Stanford, a membey of the
Association, who has had experience of the working' of juvenile courts 1n South
Africa was p¥sent. The Government propose, in view of the public notice the
matter has attracted, to explain their policy in this respect.

2. Since ¢t, 1920, to the City of Madras,

trial of cases
in which juveni : ie 1 i hears such cages
on a day set apart for the purpose outside the ordinary court hours and in a private
room and every effort is made to see that the procedure followed is as informal ang
elastic as possible. So far, therefore, as the actual holding of the court ig concerned,
the suggestions made by the Association are already in force in the city.

3. At the conference, however, it was elicited that what the association bad in
mind was not 8o much the procedure for the trial of child offenders as the creation
of an executive machinery which would be in touch with the court and would not
onlg be able to place it in possession of information aboyt children charged before it
a1l assist in the disposal of them but would- also be able in many cases to obviate
the necessitg for bringing such cases into courts at all. It is the experience of
countries in®which juvenile eourts have been developed that such agencies are
essential to their successful working. For, in the first place, it is necessary, if a
court is to be in a position to decide satisfactorily how a child offender brought before
it should be dealt with, that it should have access to the fullest possible details about
the child’s antecedents, home surroundings and the circumstances which have led him
into crime. Secondly, one of the best ways of effecting the reformation of g
child offender is fo place him under the continuous supervision of some person
possessing strength of character and sound judgment who will keep himself
in close touch with the child, understand his difficulties and give him advice whenever
needed, assist him in procuring work and generally direct and influence his conduct
for good. In England thig important function s u taken in many cases by the
“ police court missionaries ** minees of a pri
In America, where there is a 1
than in England, voluntary agencies render most useful

4. The Government find thewselves in entire agreement with the suggestion
that executive machinery should be created in the city which would (i) arrange for
the custody of children while under trial, (ii) assist the court in collecting informa.-
tion about the antecedents, ete., of ohildren b : (1i1) assist in
finding suitable institutions op homes in wh Y can be placed and super-
vising children released on probation. In their view, however, it would not be sound
policy for them to set u P a separate department of Government for this Purpose.
They consider that welfare work of this kind is best undertaken under the auspices
of non-official societies, Enquiries are being made as to the possibility of expanding
the work and organization of existing societies to enable them to meet the larger
demand for specialized work which will now arise. When a suitable organization ig
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constituted for dealing with these problems, the Government wil] b Prepared to |

recognize it and afford it financial assistance,
(By order of the Governor in Council )

V. T. Krisunama ACHARIY AR,

Secretary W Government,
To the Director of Publio Instruotion. ; :
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