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" Alleged compulsory recitation of certain Chris %
% pe_eesopthe M.E L M. school at Ambur,
e I ) %3
| 1827 Q—Mr. 8. Sarvawver: : Will the hon, the Minister for
4 be pleased to state— Ministe
:

(@) whether his attention has been drawn to the letter of th
. Leith and the Rev. A, 8, Woodburne, Presidentand Secretary of
} Missionary Educational Council of South India, published at page 1@

A o —

issue of the Daily Eapress of 13th September 1924 ; ; 46
(6) whether he has taken any steps to prevent the compulsory recital by |
the boys of the school of this creed ; and o : ] L >
(¢) if not, why not ? :
4 —(a) The Government have perused the letter referred to.
(b) & (¢) Students of t
creed.
: Mr. 8. Sarvamorrr :— With reference
. want some light. Hon, Members will re &0
- accidental sickness of the member that prevented the recital of the creed, Ig
. it still dependent upon that human in mity or is it by any change in the
» not compelled to recite the

-

he school are not now compelled to recite tgf

s

ny

™

to the answer to (¢) and () g g
member that last time it was the

,discipline of the school by which the boys are
~creed ? 7

'\ The hon. Rao Bahadur Sir A. P, Patro :— The latter, Sir,”
Mr. 8. SaryaMurTi :—“ I am very glad to hear this,”
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VIDE “ COMMUNICATIONS TO fHE COUNCIL” IN THE
LIST OF BUSINESS FOR 18te AUGUST 1924,

Report on the compulsory recitation of certain Christian creeds by the boys
of the M.E.L.M. school at Ambur, North Arcot district.

Letter from R. LirTLeEaTLES, Esq., Director of Public Instruction, R.O.C.
No. 260 D/24, dated 18th March 1924.

T have the honour to submit below the information asked for in cla
(@) to (e) of Legislative Council question No, 630 :— uses
! - 1a) boys of the M.E.L.M, School at Ambur, were compelled to recite
the Apostle’s creed.. » oo

B

* (b) Threats were used but not carried into effect.
(¢) The practice was in vogue in the school from about the 15th of

\‘ October 1923 till about the 18th February 1924, It has been stopped ggy_ :
(d) Inquiries were instituted as soon as the matter was brought to the
notice of the educational authorities. A report has just been received. The
matter is still under consideration.

(¢) There are no papers on the subject.

2. The District Educational Officer has just informed me that the practice
of saying the Apostle’s creed has been stopped on account of the manager’s

illness but will possibly be continued when he gets better.

3. Another secondarfy school has just been opened in Ambur and I have
received an application for its recognition. T have referred the matter to the
District Secondary Edueation Beard for its remarks. There is little doubt
however, but that recognition will be granted if the management of the
M.E.L.M. School is to insist upon relizious instruction being given in the
School, religious instruetion of a type which is not insisted upon in any other
school in South India under mission management.

4. Regarding Legislative Council question No. 528, T have
suggest that the questioner be referred to the answer to be givetl?etoh;gg:i ::
No. 630 as regards queries () and (b). With regard to query (e), it will
suffice if the questicner is informed that the matter is still under consideration
and that the question of a conscience clause has been referred to District
Secondary Education Boards.

TLetter from the District Educational Officer, North Arcot, R.0.C. No. 267/24
dated 19th February 1924, to the Director of Public Instruction, Madras,

Reference.—Your Proceedings 1R.0.C. No. 260-D/24, dated
L 10th February 1924.] i

In obedience to your proceedings which I received on 13th >
1924, T reached Ambur on 14th February 1924. As the schools Wf';:b:lt:):er_g
on account of some local festival I had to content myself with some preli-
minary inquiries. Next day 15th February 1924 T made further inqui
and interviewed the Rev. Mr. Boriack, Manager and Bible Instructor, to 6
pupils of the sixth form. The pupils were guestioned in the class in the |
resence of the headmaster. Some members in the staff were also interviewed. 1

ere is truth in the statement that the m: lled the pupi i
Tocite the particular oreed of the lIuEEAgl‘-qnstgg study a;j‘;w’hmenm :

- e e

(1) 1 believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and

Earth. ; :
(2) And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived

by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead and buried. He descended into Hell the third day He

rose again from the dead. He ascended into the Heaven, and sitteth at the

Right Hand of God the Father Almighty from thence He shall come to judge

the quick and the dead.

(3) I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Holy Christian Church, the
Communion of the Saints, the Forgiveness of the Sin, the Resurrection of the
Body, and the Life Everlasting.
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Routine P“ﬂiﬂhment : R : 8
standing for a few minute: Folxl'orvl‘:)et(}.' ;:rfglxllml 1(11801p1me such as imposition or : b
serious form of punishment. 7T/reat m % = ebsson cannot be considered as a . 'We were also compelled to get by heart the particular Lutheran Commen- | \ ,
5 he %upils were given the alternutz'vea(z); g‘;?:g "’;’Z ; ’"}dtehl/wuyb never carried. - tarysupo R o ; |
lzﬁcu t for the pupils at this stage of their high sci rlo e school. This was - One day he came to the class and the undermentioned conversation took
etter and the report of the headm: gh school course. The m > ‘ 5 ;
the statements of t e headmaster are submitted in original Cﬂnqger : place between the Hinda students and the Manager. ‘ 3
S e proilsk'lflls are submitted as being Hufﬁci(m% f():' o opies of Manager : (When he came to the class he asked the Christian students j
pils are omitted for obvious reasons in the copics/ purpose, to recite the Creed ab first). T hey finished repeating. Then he asked me to
’ repeat the Creed. ; .
Eotten T Hei 1, Myself: (I am a Hindo. A Tamil saying says that we must study a
s M.R.‘ii : . Il;{(-)R’II"\:tK’-hB‘A.’ Manager, M.E.L.M. High School, Amb particular thing without a mistake and then we must act according to it.
i P, acharya Avargal, aa., LT, Acting UL not, we would not get Heaven according to our Sastras. So, thinking the
Ambur) dated cel’FNO“h Arcot, Vellore (at p,rvsvn‘t TE .\Dlst&rmt A abovementioned thoughts, T replied him as follows) :—
fa }: ebruary 1924, No. R.O.C. 5/24. camp ab <T have got a boil in my €ye, 89 T could not study any lessons to-day.”
ave the honour, upon your per . oy uld h tudied it by closing on £ i
e Fag o your pe_lsonal e g Manager : ou would ave 8 y g one ol your eyes in
s :t ;0(}1 1£t]{'1 ch }nuar} 1924, to give in writ;inél asbrt;?fd v,lé‘ reply to your letter, which you have got & boil.” 4 5
e \;;mfnoon, : : account of our conver- Then I ke},&t quiet. He asked forH my name and noted it down in his
V1 form we have been reading Bible book ain he asked all the indu stadents who told him some lame
and learning the six chief eading the Gospel according to 8 Bible book. A8
; b > pﬂ,rts (f D.. doad > g ? Lt- Mat}lew e,
, e A £ e S S0 s A Gt s byt of e Crenl wa gt 4By o, ok 2
For several months all nown and then treated as review i xSberhe sy whether T would recite another day’s part. I told him as follows :—
. the boys lear i eview in the next : :
Chief P art and a portion of t}(:g Sso]o(;::;(?ed quite well. We finished (‘thec};;::t_ « My parents reproach me f'or reading the Bible at home and they say
the Hindu boys had learned thei 7 , when on 24th January 1924 not ay that they will drive me out of their house and they als told me that I would
that the lesson had not been le;fur]. 9‘:‘3"" Jor the day. When asked how ?tn zy()f be converted as a Christian in course of time.”
Souh Db Mder i ho 2okt B ?‘:’nl’ :::;e few minor excuses were offered ::?-, i Manager : Oh’l First you must obey the God and then your parent. It
As there is apnddmelinnhacoons 12 is told in the Bible.” i o
a Mission :S'ckoorll()Ibg(fu(;;l1 religious instructions, I told the boys that this bei & | Myself : “ 1 havo 1o belief in your Bible. i
T'his was not a P; ayer or ;:‘Z)‘;f'z theni to learn the lessons in the reli il: i el Manager :  Then why do you read in a Mission Bohool F _ Here you
for the purpose of getting acqu:ig;g’”f?sﬁw? at all, 1t was simpivga ?ez;”' Yl 3 o ought to study the Bible.” Gl : :
b e Miisionm sihont 1he B »d with Christianity. When the on , Muyself : < As there aré no other schools of Hindus in this town I have
any of them /el that ”'zz rloetrlea(l)yn(gtmni to take the course offered e‘;{f %Z;W % to stug;f{;e;re and as you are compelling me t0 read I am reading, otherwise -
and * First things’ about O bl conscienciously le J ver 9 e
Mhristianit learn these fundan o T won’t read it: :
school and go to another school o 3}’;,"'""’ were at liberty to lrave our ﬁmh £ ; h tc something in his book and turned to the other student
bt oo ohiada : e term certifizate A 18sion . Then he wrote d “T Lot il
y obyection, would be issued them i asking him to recite the Creed. o at once cried have no belief 1n Jesus
Ohrist”. . © sl :
: i1l for a while keeping his finger on his mose. Then he Sk
BManagel 1) Smuhig ];ible book (L bh%nk) about the student. He asked :

ould not get salvation by reading the

d all the Hindu students ; all of

In the afternoon of the omebtbhing he w
day on whic i { n
ich this happem‘d [ had to go away for {
y A thing i
‘{ wrote 8 : ho told him that

a conference. After a’ week
it ¥ epoki b this B eek I returned. During the fir
: » boy - t olass afte :
all the boys had l('n.l'nod'wl again along the same line # s
d le d their le Hipap mes, For the 1 ;
wit 12'1/'{18 ta”i’!]atzon that var ous [)‘us):lo;;::n‘;:l';t t:t":r: t;/l : ]“ﬂming ’ o 01&88 ”1" %ni%?ll;ea’rns({ugxeﬁzge d in deta.il. Then he a,ske M 2 .
act.  The fact that they were given tlnev lo'/)er‘;f“tte'”d 8 ot in accordanoe ¢ them refused to recito it. Tea.oh_ing it verse; % o t?‘t ARt
Y to leave the school, if th 2 next day’s lesson for which we answere in negative. ¢
) ey i) » e he told us that he would nob gend us for the Board Examina-
After thab, be : ould not study the Creed and Bible,

could not with a ot
i @ good conscience take the religious course Pl 1
' anned, wowld
g0 to ‘1
also dismiss us if we W

show that already.
Finally trustin
é e g that the foregoi é o . 1d
with your egoing account LAY tion and wou
your approval. will be satisfactory and meet £ (Ol ey
] /K .
SR ,LJ £ Student of VI Form ‘ ‘
M.E g M.E.L.M. High School, Ambur. S s
E.LM. Hion Scmoor, Amsur i g -
‘ 15th Februa ’ . 5
A statement of what the students of the V ; i ¢ M.ELM. Hica ScaooL, AMBUR
the question put to them by nts ol the VI form said in m B
e o em by the Distriet Educational Officer ¥ presence for g 15¢h February 1924, . : e
of them admitted that the Bible T ‘ # : i
the Creed. ¢ T ’ ole Instructor had . £ ; S
fn:' thl:-' 'l‘ﬁlf:‘tlrl(;dl't'h-m - th_e_\- r'.f,“,’"“i to do they would n()tagq]f(;illth?m to study i To the Inspector of Schooh, . i
that h..r“ “r‘“ h.l.\;‘.:mllnu.tfu};n. lﬁhr_\. also admitted that thuv (;»i:ed t;) ;;‘p]p(.” i North Arcot district, Vellore.
e S el 1ence the staff against their being sent uy not believe \ 4
:.-xnm‘m:mun. They said that twnt»f t;u'rx:ulll'«u]}x;'”“ sent up for the Pul)li:; Sir . -
for the hun-,u-qmmtmn of this lesson in BiMn" e I""""”lﬂt{ s l'lllp()ad,'a” 4 Dear ’asked by you w give . Statelﬁleni}]about tdl.m Si‘;ldylilg o.f ﬂ:.?l C;e]e.ld =2
: : : e Qo T am saying all that happened in the class il e follow= e i
‘:‘"‘ the Blble 018.55. g i ’-_
Mathew. One day he asked %

: h.
ing P“"’gmp ! tor taught us onl St.
i ol 4  All except the Christians

(Bigned) '
P b b4 ' bl
: ' 2 First 07 e (Commandments or not
, l am a student of VI form of M.E LM, High Bchool at A ‘; : us whether We k.nowtf-lll“:mw. 9o he asked us to study the Commandments
h}n} to n".rf:l" Bible classes conducted by Rev, L Hurivml: l,"t ;:ﬂ)ur, We ; gaid that they dl-d;ln: ‘We did not refuse. We simply studied and recited ; 3
::ieth:';):-l::“:'im“f I h’l“‘)'l been the student of this il;ﬂf,if‘llfl::\n.l‘ tf«:;- N:}?“nr:: | ::dm.the:;nn;eng;tg{ﬁo recited the Uommandments, 80 he found that the two i
ght years (ie, from 1915). Neither Rev, Ham i £ BERe 4 and gave them imposition.

were also handling Bible ¢ ; : anon nor Rev, Kuchle . d.aobedtm‘a g £ A

also handling Bible classes previously ever compelled us to ;::-Iip'v:?: : ."r,‘nwn ¥ asked us 1—,: sg}u:ly.th%L?dl;s Prll“ag;enr.anso(ix?l(: ;ig?:glizmﬁlfg%ii

: ! - Lol thers studied in Emnglish. : . i E
B e d us to study the Oreed either in English or in Tamil. We

i .and we recited the

Alter this he asked 1s % ' |
i teach in English. He taught us English
aaked B b, ie asked us to study the meaning. When he asked

Christianity, Unfortunately

¥ ly the present Manager not

c‘::w ;:,::4 C"o ,:;Ia'ma h: Christ, but also went @ ‘;t;pt./aurt‘;aﬂcf-y n':m ::m%;r ::
e e v ‘rf, the texl of which i Tamil vins as follows 'ﬂr", §

'. i . .

———————
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Name prﬂﬁefg— ; . 4 ‘} : : > 5 " it
T ot | e
Published gt~ . AN ‘

o

v
El

" Religious lnsf!:uction

2 Rl
3 ‘»/‘;Il"/ ¥2) ) oA & :
ia Schools, . bt |

e Ur
The Bsv. D G, M. Leith, Prosident | % ,//’/
and the Rey, A, 8, Woalbatne, Ssove. e g -7 7
fary of the Missin-aty Eduoational : i? Lk ) 24 — . f
| Qouncil of South India, write :— : ” / 7

Oar a?njlon hag basn oilled toa %
* question asked in the Maira3 Lagialativy :
. Uouncil by Mr. 8, 84ty ruri, the {« / q
; member lotM’aa:éagﬂfver’aihy,mgnd(uz ‘ i /
ithe metho1 of goligions fnstrackion ia tha ,j "
{MELM, School, Am»¢ and fo ths &

repori praganted on thasabject byGavaen.
1mnniinnmmf.:._ poiin S i I B,

- A

{ .
’ i >
;‘2—98 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
[19th Aungust 1924 ? =
icati i iti I have referred the 2 i
ived an application for its recognition. § ; A i
andijér}ﬁvgh ;‘%“;;Zfiot& Sec%g dary Fducation ,]’30a.rd for its remarks ’ whether | »
Itrllzbt school has been recognized up to date ? -
he hon. Rao Bahadur Sir A. P. Patro :—“The matter has not come *
s f e the Government for recognition. The question qf gect)Ign}tl‘)_n *
be'lflife disposed of by the Director of Public Instruction. If it is ’
':(gnpora.ry or tentative sanction it will not come before the Government. 14
: refor i informa- LR
:—*“ May T take it therefore according to the infor o ¥
Mr. 8. SATYAMURTI i— . o : 1 ecognized i &
tion of the hon. th’e’ Minister that there is at present only one recog | _' 4 : ‘
gohool in Ambur ? ,* :
AR P 1 T R — T . —rTT 2 5 2 i B gt A A v\__\»‘x
& 5 ]MI:::;S— Evan;dﬁu‘l 3 Lnibe:an Mi gion ook ¥ o g *
¥*| (whioh maintaing ths A abat 8 haol) and 0 % | - 7
+ [the S.lvation Awmg, T2y Excuiiva o . -
. |believes thay 1in no other Ohristian 2 '
j¢ | School in South India fs such a msthod - ‘ ¥
g o ; .| of teaching in exiatence and faels i¢ duo 3 . k , ‘
. «.|%o parents who send their ohildssa to e s ey 4 g
“Mvﬁ Ohsistian Schools to iatimady pablioly ; BT % & -
; « .| that the Mizsionary Edusational Oounail : S # s« 8
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