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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE,

( General ). T
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_'Hea_rn, E8q.y Is Cs S.,

J’.ﬁpvnﬂer~3ecretary to the Govermment of India,

v
4
¢

The Secretary to the Goverument of Madras,

‘r
Revenue Deparftment.

e
Simla, the 'Zéi?z April 19281%
air,

I am direoted to enclose a copy of & note by the Directer-
ceneral of Observatories on the utility of the programmes of work
and reports of the Board of Scientific Advice together with an |
extract paragraph 3 cof ﬁesolution No,3 from the Proceedings of the 
39th meeting of the Board held at Delhi on the 20th December 1920
and to suggest that if there be no objection, the Board of
seientific Adviee should be consulted by the Goveranment of
M 2 8 regarding schemes of scientific development

and education.

I have the honour to be,

(it i 2,

to | vour most obedient servent,
o (Col™) te-o
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IENTIFIC ADVICE.
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A note by the Director-CGeneral of Observatories on %he utiliﬁ?-
of the programmes of work and reporta cf the Board, :

.- I desire tec give notice ¢f the following resolutions to be
propoged at the next meeting cf the Board of Seientific Advice:=- -
; ~'(a) That in the opinicn of the Board as prograrmes cof departe

" mental work are no longer submitted to the Noyal Scciety
for approval, their preparzticn is in some departments,
gueh as those of the Survey of Indie and of Meteorclogy,
unnecessary; and that even if in other departments, sueh
as that of Agriculture, & programme is drawan up for =
administrative use ingide the dspartment, its subnission
to Government has lost its object,

(b) ?het the publieaticn and cireulaticn of yrogrammes serves
no adequate end, the &dministration reports meeting the
ordingry requiremente, both official end public. Cae

(e¢) Thet in view of the existing depsarimental administration
roeports and scoientifie publicetions the preparation and
publication of the Beard's reports on work done 18 un-

mecessary and the trouble spent over them is wasted,

Any eompilaticns, such as the bibliographies, for whieh

scientific ugefulnens ray he claimed'would naturally be

locked for ameng the scientific publications &nd is out

of pisce in the Reperta ef the Boarad, S

th refsrenca te (&) and (b) the Bonrd was started merely to
inerease the administrative efficiency of the work of the scientific
depertments of Gover nment in which overlapping was r ife, 8nd in its
esrly days neither the Burvey of India nor the Meteonrclogical Depgrt.
ment sent in programmes cr report Ve agrenad to do e merely for
uniformity at Me,Wilson's request, I de net tThink thet cverlapping
need be fesred now, but 1f it is, surely the deperiments between
which 1% is possihle might exch&nge typed nregrammes without the

Bosrd being obliged to cconsider the gquestion,

3, hegarding (e) it 18 recognised that & scientifis department
publishes an administration report snd memoirs cr bulletins con=-
taining 1ts seientific werk; end it has frem time to time heen
accepted by the Doard in its deliverations that the Reports cf the
Board are not the proper plave for the publiesation of research wWork,
fhe printing of bibliocgravhies gredusally epept in withont any agrees

*yment upon the principles involved., If an Americsn wants & biblio=
A(grapby of Imdien agricultural research work he would look for it im

‘the scientific publications of the Department of kgriculture, and

I think 1% 18 & grest mistske for & department tc contribute any-

thing of value to & nondesaript medium of publicgticn where it is

likely te remein hidden,

4., At present the Ros
1ittle except isene 1ls Report.
Boerd need only meettgnczla yiar,v
addition of an educutional and a comme
guggest that it should then dacide on & limited number of toplcs,

which it ought to take an interest; and should call for brief |
i . b-cormittees sppointed for the
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rd8 moets twice & year, und it does Wery

1f the Report is abelished the ,
and might strensthen itaelf by the
reial representative, I wouldl

Vi
(4

atements from time to time from su i
;:r;gse. Among 8uch subjects mipght be ineluded the organisation oflg
geientifie libraries, and the nrovision of technicsal edvucstion; theyﬁ
poseibility of & united Iidian science journhl Or journals might 2
alsc he considered, My otn view 18 that the Board cannot continue | -
1f 4te mein fungtion is tc produce & report that nobody wants, I%q

expect guidance on geientific

 Ppuby, i¢ the right to :
neme gives the fpubs i o ognises itE

matters of gemeral impcrtance, and the sconer it rec
respcnsibilitﬁt he better for Indis.
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the 39th‘maeting of the Board of Scientific Adv1ce for Indla held
at Delhi, on the 20th December 1920,

AT S " ; ! A *

T wan Sy e

| ity 3; Considered.~ A note by the Director General of Observatorles |
~ B  oon the utillty of the progremmes of work and reports of the Board.
& v . \6 :
b 4 X | X x
As regards Para; 4 of Dr.Walker's note the Board consider that
they could more usefully perform their functions as & Board of
 Scientific Advice if'they were consulted by the local Governments on
schemes of Scientiﬁic'development or education and they suggest that
}locél Governments be invited so to consult them, In this connection
' o _ ‘f the Board would welcome the addition to their number of & repres entative
of the Bducation Department with sclent}flc qualifications and reoommeng

that the Govermment of India be asked to nominate such & representative
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