


~ NOTES CONNECTED WITH 4 RESOLUTTON ON WATTERS OF

GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST.

[ For the meeting of the 12th October 1921.7

[Sussrer.— Corstruction of o suitable building for Government Muhammadan g5
: Necondary Sehool, Georgelown.’y

Councin Owrick,

: Khan Bahadur Munamap UsMAy Samrs :— X 3
- 149. That this Council recommends to the Government to take immediate S,
steps to construct a suitable building for the Government NMuha

. Secondary School, Georgetown, and to raise it to the status of a high
'sehool.

Law (Epucation) DeparTyEsT.

. The resolution proposed to be moved by the member raises two questions,
viz.— :
(1) the construction of a suitable building for the Georgstown Muha amadan
Secondary School, and

(2) the raising of the status of the school to that of a high school.

2. (i) Construction of a sutable building—The Government Muhammadan
Secondary School, Georgetown, was opened in 1914 (G.0. No. 107, ducational, dated W
. the 23rd January 1914 ) and is now located in a private building in Armenian Street,
©  for which a rent of Rs. 125 per mensem is paid by Government (G.0. No. 1648, JF
dated 21st December 1918). In paragraph 2 of G.0. No. 1648, dated 2ist Decem-
. ber 1918, the Director of Public Instruction was asked to report as to the advisabillty
of the construction of a new building for the school. Accordingly in 1919 (pages
1-2 of G.0. No. 403, dated 29th March 1920) the Director of Public Instruction N\
~ came up with the proposal to acquire the site opposite Mahfuz Khan’s Garden. It
was estimated that the cost of the acquisition would amount to about Rs. 30,81'8.
Before orders could be 1ssued for the acquisition_ of the plot, the value of th_e site
went up to Rs. 95,000 and the transaction for its purchase by Messrs. Kaliyanji
Raminji was almost completed. As provision in the budget for the year was
Rs. 30,000 only and owing to financial stringeney the proposal had to be aban(_lonedA
The Director of Public Instruction has however been a§keti. to selecq auothelf site for
.o school at a reasonable price, though he had stated in his un-official note at pages
9 of the notes to G.0. No. 403, dated 29th March 1920, that no other suitable M
';ite was available  No further report has yet been received ‘from the Director of
" Public Instruction. Pending the acquisition of a site and the cons!‘ructlon of a new
building thereon, the present arrangement under which the school is accommodated
in a rented building will have to be continued.

(i) Raising of the status of the sehool to that of a kigh achool.—The quern-v
ment are not indifferent to the needs of the Muhammadan school-going population of
Georgetown. In 1918, the residents of Georgetown memorialized to Government

 for raising the school to the grade of a complete secondary school (G.O. No. 21, 4 e
dated 5th October 1920). The Director of ?ubhe Inst_ructlon to whom the matter g,
was referred stated that although it was desirable to open the IV, V and VI Forms GﬁQ, ;
one by one in the school the existing accommodation is barely sufficient fpr ifs o

- present needs and that he was unable to seleet additional suitable accommodation in

* the neighbourhood. It will thus be seen that any further development to the schoql

must wait the construction of a new building. :




2 N
3. The case may be sent to the Director of. Pxiblic Instruction nn-ofﬁéipﬂy for

remarks. y )
(No similar resolution was moved during the last twelve months.)

0S.D.—22-8-21. N —22-8-21.
€. Raxanvia AcHARIYAR—22-8-21

P. C. Durr—22-8-21.

OrpIoR oF THE DIrEcror oF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

U.0. Beply No. A70/21. Q .
Tf the word ¢ immediate ? is deleted the resolution might be accepted. There 18 §

no possibility of taking immediate steps to construct a suitable building until the
land upon which that building is to be constructed has been obtained and this
department has been for some time and is still endeavouring to obtain suitable site
at what Government might consider a reasonable cost.

The barracks square was suggested but Government have apparently decided to
keep the barracks square as an open space and not allow it to be built upon. This
suggestion therefore fell through.

Another suggestion was made by the Inspector which involved the acquisition

of private houses and this was likely to be extremely expensive. So it was
dropped.
A third suggestion was made thaf the school might be built upon a site belonging
to the Corporation and lying between the Governmenf Panchama School and St.
Mary’s Earopean School. The Commissioner, however, was not willing to agree
to this.
At the present moment the Inepector reporfs that the Civil Jail building is
likely to be available shortly and he has been called upon to report on its suitability
for school purposes.

From the above it will be seen that the department has been and still is

endeavouring to find a suitable site af a reasonable cost. 1t must be noted that the
site should be within the easy reach of the Muhammadan population of George-
town.

The opening of higher forms has been deferred for want of suitable
ageommodation.

I am given to understand that the mover of this resolution lives near the
Muhammadan school and he probably knows the difficulty that this department is
faced with in obtaining a suitable site at a reasonable figure. He would more easily
have realised the object of his resolution if he had assisted the department in his
endeavours to secure suitable accommodation instead of proposing this resolution in
the Council.

Law (EpvoAmioN) DEPARTMENT.

May be submitted to M-3.
2. Orders are requested as to whether the resolution should be discussed in the
Cabinet and as to who will take charge of it.
C.8.D.—29-8-21. C.R.—30~-8-21. P.C.D.—380-8-21.
The resolution will be replied to as indicated in the note ahove.
A. P. P[arRo | —30-8-21.
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& * Building for the Muhammadan Secondarg chodl, Georgtown, g
i ~ andits status. e
! . Khan Bahadur MumAyyap Uswax Bamrs :—¢ Mr: President, Sir, I

" move :— S - s =
= 149, That this Council recommends to the Governenmt to take immediate

} o construct a suitable building for the Governmeni Muhammadan Secondary

bt
]
g

Georgeiown, and fo raise it to the status of a high school.
4 . At present we have got an ineomplete secondary school located in an ill-
©  ventilated building in Armenian street. Pupils seek admission te the school
# in large numbers but they are refused admission on the ground of want of
“ accommodation. Becondly, Sir, three or four years ? “the Go
sunounced that they, would raise the sohool to the status of 8 high sohool. But

T T —— g e g

| abloto provide that school with a proper building. Last year efforts were made
‘ + {  for the construction of a building. I was told that the Inspector of Schools recom-
~ ded to the G the hase of a site in Georgetown ; but before the

Government came to any conclusion that site was purchased by some other people.
Therefore that land was lost. If Government wish to contruct a building they
. should make ap their mind at once for investing some money. Otherwise nothing
could be done. In Georgetown it is very costly to construct a building, Unless
Government came forward and made up their mind to spend money over the
construction of the building, it will go on as at present. At present the sohool is
located in a very ill-ventilated building and the dation is such that only
very few pupils are admitted. T hope the Hon’ble the Minister. will take a
sympathetic attitude |in this matter and see that the high school becomes am
_ accomplished faot at an early date.”
The resolution was duly seconded.
The Hon’ble Rao Bahadur A. P. Patro:—*‘8ir, I have every sympathy
' with the resolution. We have been making endeavours to find a suitable site for
& - the location of the iGeorg: Mnut dan-8. dary School. First a site |
h\dzéu«a , Khor J = was selocted in Mohefuskhan Gardens, that being the centre of the Muhammadan ]

Sa——

pulation in that area. When we were negotiating, its prico was said tobs =/
=3 i E 80,000. But after a few weeks the price went up to Rs. 95 000. Therefore ﬁg
- ' it was considered undesirable to acquire a site at such a high cost. Again another
! site was attempted to be acqtired which belonged to the Corporation. The Corpe- /'
ration after a prolonged negotiation said that they proposed to keep that site for
blic purposes and could not alienate it for the purpose of constructing a school
© building. A third attempt was made to get a portion of the barracks square buf
the Government ultimately desired that the square should be loft open for purposes
‘of the publio. The honourable mover of this resolution is living quite close to the
 gohool and the Government will be much obliged if he is able to assist the
Tnspector of Bohools by showing him a suitable site for the construction oi‘m
are

sohool, Thus we are willing to acquire a site and to provide a building for
. sohool for the Muh dan population in Georgetown. ¥ 3
& « Ag rogards the raising of the school to the status of a high school, we
also in fall sympathy with that. Forms will be introduced year after year as soon
as dation will be available. The school will be developed provided we
| have sufficient accommodation. With this assurance, I hope the honourable mover
| will not press his resolation.” p e
| Kben Bahsdur Musaono Usas Sams:—In view of the very |
. { sympathetic reply given by the Hon’ the Minister, I beg leave to withdraw the
¢ sesolution.” : _ 2
‘ t  The resolution was by leave withdrawn.
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