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[ B . Government of India. 257?‘1
‘ i Depar tment of Edhcation. ; W

; AT - (Bducation).
¥ Simla, the /% june 1921,

H. Sharp, Bsg,, GeS.I., .10,
Secretary to the Govermment of India,

The Secretary to the Gover

Taw (Gducation) I

I am directed to address the Government of I
on the subject of the eguivalence of university examinations. I

2. This question has been under the consideration of the

Oentral Advisory lducation Board, who thought that the main- -
tenance of a proper standard of teaching and examination could
be secured in newly conmstituted universities and, wherever
posgible, in the case of >oid univ 1t1es”‘1;ndergoing : v
reconstiuction by the exercise by the Governor General of the ;
povers of Tisitor, but that the advice fendered should ot be
obligatory, @s in the case of the Dacea, Tucknow and Rangoon
Universities. The Govermment of India have no objection to thi;
suggestion, but they do not recommend any change in the law
regard:lng recently constituted niversities. In this connect

. I an to invite -a.m.tten‘cion'to the recommendations made in para—

| graphs 5 and 18 of cfa"pter TXXVII of the report of the Calcut

| University Commission and to say that the Government of India

desire as far as possible to maintain & certain dggree of
uniformity in the stendards of university examipations thri

out India. o
3, In the ca the older universities wiich do

underzo reconstruction and where there fore the V131 to
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{ . ' exercise this power it has been suggested that the 1m1ver=1ty
o i ‘mnowt from ndepondent board of experts

on, "Jhl(‘h 1t viould be representedy The suggestion is not

a'! ’co.vether calculated to effect therlﬁteptlonq of the vent:ml

- { 3 .5} .

Kdvisory Aldtdcation Board; and the Government® of-Infids v ish. to
A be clearly understood that such an arvanzensnt eonld be 2

regarded only as a palliativefin fhefcase of yn- -recong tructed
Sls B e B % i ne . L
g i universities and not as a recommendation for U_IllYGI‘SltlSS und er— /

s Y Ay 3
8 going recomstruction or for new universities. 2
. i , 5
1 have the honour to be, 1
Yéurimost ohedient: servant,
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» Seeretary to the Government of India.
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University of Madras, Senate House, Triplicane P. 0., Madras,

: Tt is requested that all communications should be addressed to the Registrar, {/ A
X
J and not to any person by name. \)

UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS g‘m /7/Q 5—0(/\5

No.7 720

nlesy =

Enclosures,
FroM
& THE REGISTRAR,
University of Madras.

TO

The Secretary to Goveranment,

1aw (Education) Department.

e deiny

With reference to memorandum No,1959 B-1, dated 7th July
1921, communicating copy of letter from the Government of India on

he subject of the equivalence of the University examinations

throughout India,

and asking for the Syndicate's remarks on the

suggestion that each of the older Universities might appoint from
time to time an independent Board of experts on which it would be
represented, I have the henour, by direction, to inform you that
the Syndicate is of opinion that the appointment of such & board is

unnecessary for this University.

I have the honour to be,

S
-~
Y Your most obedient servant,
Kt < oo a
Shasaaam o b0

Ag. Registrar,

N, N,




e

A W B s e

‘. - A n

1 DEPARTMENT. X‘

- | |

s ; SA3)ctd |

| i :

f . ,_/_71?/,5%191 3 .

s ; Subject. i
; i ( ; ) Replying to Government endorsement Nov.1959 B-2 dated 7th July

1921 on the subjeet of the equivalence of University examinations‘.
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Station ..M adzrag.  Dade. '

From ( %ame) RoLittlohailes.. Beqe, Mohs, MaluGe, |

(@wig«waﬁow) Director.of.Public.Instruction, .

o The 5@%@’50@14, to the Sovernwment of Madeas,

I Law (Education) @Wpazl‘ment
Siz,

v

I have the homour to reply to Government Endorsement
Civdt N0,1959 B-2 dated 7th July 1921,

o 4t a meeting of the Senate of the Universgity of

resolution was adopted by the Senate:-

o "that 'the'suggestion that the Governor-Genersl should
u‘%\ s AN assume the office of visitor be not approved,"

The Senate of the Univerqity of Medraes has thus explicitly
stated that it is not in favour of the suggestion to

the Governor-General as visitor of its Uiliversity.

Madres held on the 4th and 5th of March 1921 the following:

gppoint r
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5. At o meeting of the Syndicete which was held in August 188t 172(;0
Syndicate resolved thet the eppointment of such a Boar'd as is suggested
in para 3 of the letter of the Government of India, 1‘!]0.866 dated 18%th
June 1921 is ummecessary for the'Univarsiﬁy of Madres.

4, The University of Medras is thus not in favour of the alterna-
tive suggestion contained in the letter of the Government of India.

5>. T congider it desirable that a proper standerd of teaching and

exemination should be secured and maintained in all Universities i/India

.and that this standard caen be obtained only by opening up some avenue by

mesns of which expert advice could be given to all Universities throughout
\Ingis or to each University by itself. :

6. The sppointment of the Governor-Genersl as visitor to a Univer=
sity might resolve itself into a bureaucrabic control of the University
by the Secretariast of the Government of India. The recent correspondence
which has taken place between the Secretary to the Governnnnt\of India
1nﬁducation Department end the Senate of the Calcutta University clearly
indicates that this buresmcratic control has %o be avc_;ided rather -than
0 be sought after. So long therefore as the danger of this central
Indien bureaucratic, éontrpl ig 1likely %o continue in educational matters J
I could not recommend that the Govermment of Madras take any action whieﬁj
m.:lght tend to perpetuate such & system.

e If, however, a suggestion were to be made that advice might be
given on University matters in India by & properly constituted bodj of
edueational experts to whieh both the Local Governments and the Univer=-
sities had powers of nomination, I beliiw that such & body muld Q,-m
a very useful link in University education throughont India, The persons
40 be nominated by the Looal Governments and by the Univeraities need not
of necessity represent the views of Local Governments or of the Univer—
‘sities, They should be accepted amthorities on educetional matters nomi-
nated by these Looa_l Governments or Unmiversities on account of the:.lr
knowledge of edngational te‘ohn:lqu.e and admini;tratiox;.

Bv. A comparison, however, of the standards adopted in the different
Universities might lead to a gemeral lowering of the level of the attain-
ments a.pd requirements of all other Univéreitiea %o those of the Univer- {

sity which maintains the lowest standard, while what is desired is that

the standard

the standard of instruction and education' and degraes should be raised
to the level of that of the best Qniversity so far as is possible.
-The desired object can be achieyed best by the raising of the stand-
ard of aoadgmie opinion, of educated opinion and of publie opinion
' since it is not practically poaaibls‘at the present day to invest any
outside suthority higher then the University or the Local Government
v;ith p.owers which will give it a voice in the control of Universities.
9. Universities are apt, .especia.lly the older Univarsities to
take exception to any external interference and anyf:ody which hes
to be- a.ppointed should have the confidence of the Universities and
shaﬂd wbs merely advisory in character,
10, I doubt whether any immediate action can be taken upon the

) letter of the Government of India, although I am of opinion that soﬁa
action is generally desirable. :

I have the honour to bes,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

Director of Publie Instruction,
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