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OFFICE OF THE HIGH 60MMISSII]HEB FOR IHDI‘, 1

" High Commissioner for India,
( Indian Students Yep),
42, Grosvenor Gardens,
8/.; i, 7.1 42, GROSVENOR GARDENS, -
Roterence  L.5.0/3 | LONDON, S.W. 1. '1
q
11th AUGUST, 1921.
. ‘
iy
FRQM ;
The Joint Secretary to the High Commissioner., .
( TO: |
The Director of Public Instruction, MADRAS,
sir,
Encloswres: - I am directed to forward herewith, for the
¢
Letter from
Miss Devi, : consideration of the Government of India, the
dated, 3.8.21. Sl » : ,
jRechZméndation enclosed application (in original) from
from J.A.Richley,
Esq.
dated, 25.9.21: Miss O,K,MINAKSHI DEVI for a Government of India
Copies of »
Testimonials. ) Scholarship.
s | I am, Sir,
Your obedient Ser';ant,
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D.0.No. 944 G, §. i
Y (copy)

\¢
: SIMEA, y/////
Dated 23rd September, 1919,

Dear Littlehailes,

Miss 0.K. Minakshi of lMalabar came to see me about

& special scholarship for the study of medicine in Englsnd,

She has bsen studying two yea:

rs in the Punjab at the Lady
K

ardlnge College and privately taking the B.A. of this
Lnlver31uy.

me
She struck/as an excep+1ona11v good candidate and

I should have been ‘glad to recommend her for the Sscholarship;

but I Tlnd that as a native of ladras she cannot be recommended
by the Punjsb Govermment.

Perhaps your Government could do something for her.

L understand she has applied direct to you.
Yours sincerely,

(Sgd) J.A. RICHIEY.

The Hon'ble Mr. R. 7ttlehm'les
Dirsctior of Publiec Lus+ructﬂon,
M ADRAS,

No. 945 G.5. ddted 23/9/19.

Copy forwarded to Miss 0.K. Minakshi Devi, Young Women's

8 Christian Association, Boﬁbay, for information.

(Sgd) J.A. RICHIEY.

G

4 DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCT ION, PUNJAB.
M, KHAN. 5
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Copies of Testimonials.

X

: (1)

T have no hesitation in certifying that I consider O. K. Minakshi Devi
who was a student of mine for the Intermediate classes, one of the most edu-
cated ladies of Malabar, most of whom she far excels, not only by her sound
knowledwe, acute intelligence and vemarkable quickness of" cnmr'n-efaension, but
(oyF her sterling character and good conduct as well. T have to state with parti-

cular pleasure that she attained remarkable proficiency in Sanskrit within the
short space of two years for which she deserves an honoured place among

scholars.
T sincerely wish her every success in her future career.

(Sd.) VIDWAN M. NEELAKANDA MOOSAD,
Senior Sangkrit Pandit,
5th March 1919. Brennen College, Tellicherry, Malabar.

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL,
Brennen College, Tellicherry.
11th February, 1919.

* Miss O. K. Minakshi was a student of this college for two years and
<amination in Arts of the Madras University in the

passed the Tntermediate B
Togic and Sanskrit as her optional subjects.

. ye;n' 1916, with ancient History,

She was a very intelligent, well-behaved and hard-working student, with

abilities far above the average, and her conduct and character were excellent.

T have much pleasure in recommending her for a scholarship.

Sk I KRISHNAN NAYAR, BA. L. T.,
x Principal,
T' Brennen College,
i Tellicherry, Malabar.

b ‘ —

£
T have known Miss O. K. Minakshi since childhood and she was my
pupil in the (tovernment Girls’ High School, Cannanore. I do not hesitate
to say that she was by far the most brilliant student I ever had, and I have

much pleasuve in recommending her for the State scholarship for which I

understand she is going to apply.

Miss Minakshi belongs to one of the oldest and most 1'espected-’
(Hindoo) families in Malabar. An orphan at the age of seven, besides being
the fivst givl in her community to decide on taking a doctor’s course, the diffi-




(2)

culties she had to contend aginst were many and often seemed insurmountable.
But she .olvercame them all, and her strength of mind, cheerful endurance and
tl'le unfailing courage she displayed throughout, even under the most trying
circumstances, won the admiration and respect of all.

She passed the Intermediate Arts of Madras University in 1916, one
of her optionaly being Sanskrit Text and Grammar with Translation, (which
she only began with the Alphabet from the Junior Intermediate Class) and
the following year passed the Inter-science of the Punjab University, when she
was registered as a medical student of the Punjab; and later I un&erstzmc[, in
England.  She has done a year’s medical work in the Lady Hardinge Medic

v

been granted permission by the Punjab University to appear as a private
st.m!‘ent for the B. A. examination to be held in April 1919, in order to be
eligible '"0‘-'. Goverment of India State scholarship, her idea being, provided
she gets this scholarship, to complete her medical studies in Euglal?d.

' I ﬂ.\lnk Miss Minakshi has shown characteristic foresight and \viStlnl;x
n tl.le C]'I()Ice of a profession. She has, besides that hich sense of duty which
dlsm.ngmshed her even as a child, and a striking persu’;mliw, a deeplyl sym]n;:v
thetic nature, a healthy influence on those around her é;ud that ;ex itive
L'ega‘rd for others which are, in my opinion, among some of the most C%Sb‘l\’li‘ll
attn.butes of a good doctor; while her intellectual qualities alone are s;ﬂioie;lt
to give her a foremost place among the leading women of the day. -

I.consider it not so much Miss Minakshi’s misfortune as that of her
community as a whole that pecuniary circumstances should have stood in the
way of her taking advantage of an English training sooner; and I sincerely
hope that her many shining qualities will find the recouuition’ and e o -)
ment they so well merit. ¢ : o

I wish her every success in her future career.

(Sd.) C. K. KAUSALYA, .. L. 1.,
. Prixcipar,
ANNANORE, Govt. Girl's High School,

Ist March 1919.
st March 1919 Cannanore, Malabar.

()

X

Miss O. K. Minakshi was a student of mine in Chemistry and Physies\"

for the session 1916-1917 and at the end-of it i i
! passed the Intermediate Science
of the Punjab University. -

. ‘]‘)uring. th.e time she worked under me, I formed a very high opinion of
Miss Mmaksln’s intelligence and of her‘abilities as a student, and I feel certain
she will do well in the duties needed for a medical woman.

I wish her every success in the future.
e
[(Sd.) A.M. BAIN, m.a., B. sc.,

Professor of Chemistry and Physics,
Lady Hardinge Medical College, Delhi.

8th May 1918.

/

P

College, Delhi. She has interrupted her medical studies this year, as she hes

{ '

I have much pleasure in giving a testimonial to Miss 0. K. Minakshi.
She is a young lady of very high character and an excellent disposition. She
possesses brilliant abilities and I feel certain that if she is given the oppor-
tunity, her ability, and conscientiousness in work and her general bearing
towards the professors of the college will throughly commend her to them all.

She has done her work here most satisfactorily. She did all her prac-
tical work with great application and zeal. She is very intellicent and she has
a great future before her.

/’) I wish her every success in life.

5 (Sd.) Miss M. MEHTA, »xa., 5. se.,
15th May 1918. Asst. Professor of Physics and Chemistry,
Lady Hardinge Medical College, Delhi.

(6)

Miss O. K. Minakshi was my student in the Brennen College, Telli-
cherry during the yeavs 191416, and at the end of her two years’ college
course passed the Intermediate Examination in Avts. She was undoubtedly
one of the best students of . the college, if not the very best, and would have
taken a high First Class, but for the fact that she had to devote the greater
portion of her time to the study of Sanskrit which she commenced only in the
Pirst College clags and in which she made remarkable progress in two years.
She did brilliantly in my English and Logic Classes, standing high in all the

periodical examinations.

Hor abilities ave far above the ordinavy: she has read widely and possess
ales and writes

es a perfact command of the English lanouage which she sp
with marked fluency and' elegance. She also highly impressed me with her
aptitude for Logic, a subject for which
fair sex evinee little interest. Intelligent and industrious, ver:
find it easy to follow any line of studies, or any pro-

, to my knowledge, the generality of the
atile and enter-

prising she will, T know,
fossion almost, with credit to Lerself and advantage to others.

Her chavacter and conduct are excellent, and her refined amiable
manners and cultured conversation arve sufficient to make her a general
avourite. I sincevely wish her the brilliant career of which her qualilies of

liead and heart make her so amply deserving.
o~ (Sd.). Ki NARAYANA MENON, w.A., L.,
i)[th January 1919. Professor of Logic and English,
Brennen College, Tellicherry, Malabar.
(7)

Miss O. K. Minakshi is.a student of this college ; she passed the science
oroup of the Punjab University and Science Examination and was registered
s & Mechanical student in September 1917. She is an intelligent and hard-

working student and should make a good doctor.

(Sd.) K. A. PLATT, x.p., 8. (London.)

Durat, r Prinaipa.i, > '
12th November 1917. Lady, Hardinge Medical Chllége, Delli.
4 i G e I
e
f’ s




Miss O. . Minakshi attended the GovernreutsGiss Eé :
Cannanore, for e secondary school lea'ving certihohtensourse while 1 was in
charge of the school. She gave me entire satisfaction ds a student and her

conduct throughout the period was uniformly good.
‘ (Sd.) M. VERKI, B.A., L.T.,
- Head Mistress,

MADRAS, B8,
5th December 1918. Govt. Secondary School, Triplicane.
©) : A

T have known Miss O. K. Minakshi for some years now and during
this time I have formed the highest opinion of her character and abilitics.

I have had several opportunities of closely observing her work efc.
and aparb from her bright intellect and high moral worth, I have been greatly
impressed by her wide knowledge, quick comprehension and decision, remarl-
ably neat dexterous fingures and a fine capacity for work — some of those guali-
ties most essential for a successful medical woman. In addition to these she
has a frank vefined nature at once kind and open, a fine persouality and very
pleasing, taking manners about her —a lady-like well-bred girl every way.

I would strongly recommend her as a most deserving candidate for the
Grovernment of India State Scholarship for;which she is going to apply ; for.
apart from the fact that she has in her the makings of a splendid medical
woman, T consider her among the few. Indian ladies that I know on whom the
influence of & Western training will have the most beneficial-results.

I wish her every success in life.

(Sd.) H.G. MARCHANT, m.5., B.S.,
LiupHIANA, Professor of Anatomy,
8th March 1919, Women Medical College, Ludhicunc
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