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~ The Boy Scouts Associatiol
ALL INDIA HEAD QUARTER'S NO:I'ICE.:
No. 5.
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- 16th July 1921,
1. Overseas Commissioner.—Intimation has been received that Sir A. B

Pickford has been appointed Overseas Commissioner, at Imperial Head Quarters, London

in addition to his other duties. ' e Uined e
2. Sir A. D. Pickford.—The Acting Chief Commissioner cabled congratulations

on behalf of Boy Scouts in India to Sir A. D. Pickford on his. receiving the honour of

Knighthood. Sir A. D. Pickford cabled in reply and asks for his sincere acknowledg-

+ ments to be conveyed to Boy Scouts. : i :

- 3. ““Cornwell” Scout Dacoration. -A 1ecent application for this from India

s ’.,‘f eturned with the following remarks from the Cornwell sub-committee : —

“T much regret that the standard required for the courage test has been by
no means attained. My committee purposely keep this very high, as will

§ - be seen from the fact that out of about 300 applications only 30 have been

5 successful ” e ‘

A suggestion is made that in future such applications from India may be forwarded

~ through the Chief Commissioner, who in no case will keep it back, but merely add any :
remarks he may have to make. bR

: 4. Y. M. C. A. Hostel, London.—The Commissioner, Overseas Scouts, writes

under date 14th June 1921 as follows : — s

“ With regard to the Tndian Scoutmasters coming to Enghnldl_ for training, T
believe the Y. M. C. A. Hostel for Indian Students (Keppel Street, London,

W.C.1)is as good a place as any for them to live in while over hers,

except of course during the actual time they are at Gillwell Park.”
~ Particulars are obtainable from a pamphlet containing the rules ete. of the Hos
i (?hwh may be had on application to the Hostel. _ 3 _, S L
: 5’) 5. . Rules.—Final proofs have been received from'ﬁhe press, a,'nd they will be Hiag e  : - .
at an early date. A charge of six annas per copy will be made to cover actual cost of
printing. Provineial Commissioners will please communicate to General Secretary the
* number they require. ~ | : S e
6. Scoutmasters Training Camps,—An effort will be made this year to e'ggme o

Capt Gidney to come out from Gillwell Park and hold training ca,m;is{gaf Sé&hm-aws T
_in varions parts of India. The possibility of this is largely dependant upon whether o

- funds can be made available to cover the expenses of his visit. It is h,dpe:a: hat o
~ contribution may be obtained from the Government. Provincial c}qmmissim and
~others are invited to make such arrangements in anticipation as are possible, fbeiqur‘ing in
~ mind the fact that the visit is not yet definitely settled, e ,

; r o The Acting Ohicj Commissioner,
i Lhe Boy Scouts Association, Tndis
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Richaris,

m left for England for the holidun." I haﬂ tc‘im'
mm:wo or axx until sucn time as w man will uh u;
chur comissionerahip.

Regarding yamx Capt. Gildney u j ol
moro the prograume of his tour is doﬁmihu, t#m*
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certain that the movement in the Madras Presidency will

: '”"\

- should visit and hold one model camp in each of the

Association was first mooted. 4
The methods of training in the various province %ﬁﬂ_
differ’and no Province knows what other Provinces are
doing\and}as there are very few in the movement who have
2 first hand knowledge of the recent developments of
training in Gilwell Park, the model training camp for the |
whole organisation, the need for speclal steps to 1n1t1atef,
the Indian organisation into the new methods is clear.
Of the tgg %lternatlves that of sending lndlans
to England and/of deputing a Gilwell Park man to visit.
India, the latter ha%been chosen as less costly and more
expeditious. -\
If this opportunity is lost and other Provlnces

have the privilege of Capt. Gidney's instructions, it is

be heavily handicapped and will lag behind the rest af
India. . :

I rezeat £hak All,India'Héadéuarters have not
informed thésProvincial Association as‘to'the ambunt‘qf4 f
the share of the total expenditure which will have to”b§T 5
borne by Madras Province. 1t is proposed that Gapt. G1dngg?

Provinces of Bombay, Bengal, Madras, C.P., U.P., Burga,
A suggestion has been made by our Provincial Council that

a seventh camp should be held in Colombo in order that
. /
Ceylon may share expenses.

The Provincial programme is as follows.

Bomba 1st to 10th December
Calcutta 15th to 24th | .
liad ras 5th to 14th January
a pore 1o 28th
Lucknow 2nd to 11th Febuary
Rangoon 17th to 26th
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I see ffom.the Government of India telesram that

the maximum cost of the visit is estimated at #s,20,000,

and that the Headquarters Association will contribute
£200, i.e., Rs.3,000. If the remaining Rs,17,000 is

divided equally between six Provinces, the cost to each

) will be less than Rs.3,000. If Ceylon comes in the cost’

will be well under Hs.2,500. "
~The Government of Indiadre in sympathy with the

movement and as far back as August 3lst, 1921, they
addressed the Provincial Commissioners with the suggestion’
that the several Provinces should be asked to contribute
from Provincial revenues and the lelegram from the Govt.

of India confirms this.

I would point out that the movement in India is
young‘and that it has not a@vénced far enough yet to command
large revenues from private subscribers. I may also add
that the educative value of Scouting is acknowledged
on all sides wherever scouting has been at work for a
considerable period of years. The movement has admittediy?
succeeded in creating a spirit of self-reliance and éood

citizenship, and | am sure that such qualities count for

nothing with the Madras Government. Capt. Gidney! s 7131t

~ is intended to give the new movement a mood start and

place it on a firm basis. 'he amount required is not 1aré§, :
but T am quite sure that our Association,whigh has grievous
need of funds for carrying on its work, will not be able

to bear any substantial portion of the cost of.ﬂépt;Gidnby;s
visit. Other Provinces are assisting the scout movement
with finanecial help‘and 1 do not think any of them will
‘refuse assistance towards Capt. Gidney's visit. 1 venture
to suggest that‘considering the objects in view and the
issues at stake, a grant of Ks.2500 would be well speﬁt.

‘€
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being debited to the educational budget. His note, howeves,
is a little misleading. By 'we are training' he implies -
that the Government are doing it. Of the four;namgs he
ment ions) only Mr. Mendis: is lent by the Govergmengr lessrs.
Oakley and Menon are not training scoutmastens,and Nr. \Y¥3
Venkateswaran is the only other training officer that we
have,and the Association cannot afford.to pay more than
his 1.A. Hessrs. Mendis and Vemkateswaran canmot keep !
abreast of the demand\for training. There is keennessevery-
where, and an output of 100 scoutmasters per annum for the
next year or two will be nothing like enough, unless the
movement is to lag.” It is needless to point out that :
the écoutmaster is the most important factor of the movemsng'
and that,unless scoutmasters are properly trained}ﬁhe move-
ment will collapse from inefficiency.

. ~ I hope I have ‘made it plain that the scout movement
in Madras cannot, "very well do without" the services of
Capt. Gidney.

Wy das WY
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Offg. Chief Commissioner :—
The Hon'ble Mr. Justice
H. G. Pearson Esg.,
High Court. Calcutta.

11 Nove. J_Qg},, 193'

General Secretary :—

4 D, 2T, Bas\,

Barrister-at-law.
14, Baloram Ghose Street,
X Calcutta.
Bankers :—
THE ALLIANCE BaNk OF SiMLa, CaLcurrs. “BE PREPARED."
L 54

poe Secietaly t,o the govt. of Madres,
4 (Educanion) nepartment,

‘MedevTas.

neas Sid,

3

: your letter dated i2th Oct. informing me that the Gov:
Lribute RE.2, 500/~ towards cali-ta .

cf Madrar &ave pirepared 10 ccn
vg ScOUL Maeter's traiuing classes fov which nany wam,!;gl ,

GidLEy
o« :
Yours truly,
& : Hony.secretary,
r _ Tne BOy Scouts Association(’tndia)
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